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McLeish:
Bushfire
appeal money
needed now

SIX months after Victoria's
devastating summer bushfires,
some people are still living in
sheds and tents, stock fences re-
main unrepaired and yet more
than one-third of the money
donated to the 2026 Victorian
Bushfire Appeal remains un-
spent, according to Member for
Eildon Cindy McLeish

Ms McLeish first raised the is-
sue with the Minister for Natural
Disaster and Recovery in March,
when donations to the appeal
stood at $666,000.

Since then, donations have
grown to $892,166, yet only
$550,000 has been distributed,
leaving more than $340,000 still
to reach bushfire-affected com-
munities.

She has called for the urgent
release of bushfire appeal funds
and greater transparency in how
the remaining money will be dis-
tributed.

"People donated this money
because they wanted to help
communities recover, not to see
it sitting in a bank account," Ms
McLeish said.

"More than six months after
these devastating fires, some
families are still living in subop-
timal accommodation, fences
remain unrepaired, farmers are
still trying to restore their prop-
erties and winter has now ar-
rived.

"Every day these funds sit idle
is another day people who have
already endured so much are left
waiting."

Ms McLeish said the Victorian
Emergency Relief and Recovery
Foundation's own website states
donations may be used to pro-
vide immediate assistance, relief
and services to support affected
individuals and communities.

"No-one is questioning the
generosity of Victorians who dug
deep to support the appeal, the
question is why that generosity
is still sitting there,” she said.

“We are a long way past im-
mediate assistance.”

Ms McLeish said greater
transparency was  needed
around how funding decisions
were being made and when the
remaining funds would be dis-
tributed.

"Communities deserve to
know what the plan is for the re-
maining money and when it will
reach the people it was intended
to help," she said.
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Severe weather

By BAILEY DIXON

THE east of Murrindindi Shire
suffered considerably in last
week’s intense rainfall and wind
conditions, with flooding on
Thornton-Taggerty Road, resi-
dents of Spring Creek Road iso-
lated due to impassable fords,
a landslide on Skyline Road and
trees down around the shire.

Peter Weeks from the Alexan-
dra SES provided a rundown on
the situation across the shire.

Flood warnings went out for
the Goulburn River and the Ach-
eron River with stream rises.
There was around 60mm of rain
until last Thursday around Mur-
rindindi Shire that caused stream

rises on most of the Yea, King
Parrot and Acheron Rivers and
the Rubicon River and Snobs
Creek flowing into the Goulburn.
The Goulburn was running quite
high as of last Friday.

Considerable flooding oc-
curred on Thornton-Taggerty
Road last Thursday night, with
SES crews attending two loca-
tions.

The fire affected areas from the
Longwood fire had issues as well.
Spring Creek Road, where the
temporary ford was put in place
across Stoney Creek post-fires,
and another ford on Spring Creek
Road near the UK Gap had flood-
ing.

There was also water across

the road on Coles Road, which
is a continuation of Spring Creek
Road which isolated around 20
people for a couple of days while
the water was up.

Council were quick off the
mark and had the temporary ford
and the two other fords assessed
on Spring Creek Road, with the
verdict that they were still able
to be crossed, but water went up
and down causing further issues
for a couple of days mid-week.

There was a landslide on Sky-
line Road near the Taylor Bay
turn off last Thursday. A large
boulder rolled down as part of
the landslide. Council attended
that incident along with police
and SES.

iIsolates residents

The Yea River continued to rise
last Friday. The Yea Caravan Park
was evacuated mid last week. The
Yea River did drop about 30cm
and then came back up towards
the end of the week. As of last
Friday at 2pm, it was at a height
of 3.3m on the marker at the Yea
Caravan Park. There was some
flooding on Webster Street in
Yea.

A number of trees went down
across Murrindindi Shire with
the Alexandra, Marysville and
Kinglake SES attending to those
incidents throughout last week,
especially with the strong winds.

Peter estimated the three SES
units attended around 30 jobs
last week up until 2pm on Friday.
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WEATHER

TEMPERATURES: Alexandra Yea

Wednesday 2-14 2-13
Thursday 2-13 1-14
Friday 4-14 3-14
Saturday 9-13 8-13
Sunday 7-11 7-11
Monday 8-11 7-12
Tuesday 6-12 6-13
RAINFALL: 7 days from 9am Monday
Alexandra 67mm
Buxton 51mm
Eildon (AWS) 63mm
Flowerdale 90mm
Jamieson 92mm
Kinglake 110mm
Lake Eildon 74mm
Mansfield 44mm
Taggerty 89mm
Yarck 87mm
Yea 51mm
LAKE EILDON

Height above sea level 272.15m

Capacity as at 9am Monday 46.7%

Metres below full supply  16.75m
Daily inflow 15,000ML
Release 130ML
Eildon Pondage 76%
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not publish defamatory letters, or content
which is offensive, threatening or containing
personal attacks. Submitted letters may be
edited before going to print.

All letters must contain writers name,
address and contact number. (not
necessarily for publication). Letters without
these details supplied cannot not be
published.

Deadline for Letters to the Editor is
9am Monday.
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Minimum wage increase

THE Fair Work Ombudsman
says employers must ensure
eligible employees receive the
correct minimum wage increase
from the first full pay period
starting on or after July 1.

The National Minimum Wage
is now $1004.90 per week (based
on a 38-hour week for a full-time
employee), or $26.44 per hour.

Casual employees entitled to
the National Minimum Wage

must receive at least $33.05 per
hour, which includes the 25 per
cent casual loading.

Employees covered by an
award must receive a 4.75 per
cent increase to their minimum
wages, provided that: the lowest
rate in any award that applies
to ongoing employment must
be at least $1004.90 per week or
$26.44 per hour; and any entry-
level rate that applies to the first

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Fera wind farm

FERA is back and it could not
be a more convenient time.

The communities have
been devastated by the re-
cent horrific bushfires and are
still grappling with the loss of
home, farms, livestock, and
our unique habitat.

Now, to add into the mix
the challenges of opposing
the Seymour Wind Farm. I
note that Andrew Lawson
(Director Fera Australia) has
begun regular social media
updates. Is that so he doesn’t
have to face the angry locals?
According to Fera’s Strathbo-
gie Ranges Communications,
their last public meeting was
in July 2024 in Alexandra, not
the regular three-monthly
meeting that was supposed to
happen.

I am glad Mr Lawson was
able to quote the number of
people who are happy about
wind and solar farms. Per-
haps he forgot to check on the
well over 100 community ac-
tion groups across the coun-

try. He could check with Aus-
tralian Communities Against
Industrial Renewables or the
National Rational Energy
Network.

He could also recall his
meetings with local commu-
nities, where most of the au-
dience indicated a very nega-
tive response to the project.

As he mentions, the vegeta-
tion is slowly sprouting and
fauna is returning. The last
thing we need is this large-
scale industrial project scour-
ing the fragile landscape.

I also note that there is the
sweetener of providing pow-
er to Euroa and surrounds,
which hasn’t been mentioned
before. Perhaps Mr Lawson is
hoping that the local commu-
nities are too absorbed with
the aftermath of the bushfires
to have the energy to protest,
but he will be wrong.

Although the local commu-
nities are still traumatised, it is
important that we keep resist-
ing the pressure from Fera and
save our unique landscape.

Jenny Strong, Dropmore

six months (or less) of employ-
ment must be at least $978.10
per week or $25.74 per hour.

Most employees in Australia
are covered by an award, which
sets minimum pay rates and
conditions of employment in an
industry or occupation.

The FWO has updated its
Pay Calculator to help employ-
ers and employees calculate
the new pay rates. Information

is also available on the annual
wage review webpage.

The National Minimum Wage
is the minimum rate for adult
employees in the national sys-
tem who are not covered by
an award or enterprise agree-
ment. It is set each year by the
Fair Work Commission (a dif-
ferent agency to the Fair Work
Ombudsman), as part of its an-
nual wage review.

Still no formal response
on Longwood fire cause

THE Longwood
fire, which im-
pacted Murrindin-
di Shire so badly
in early January,
started at a loca-
tion on the Hume

Highway near
Longwood.
The rumours

about how the fire
started bear a strik-
ing resemblance to
each other, how-
ever there is still no
official word on the
cause of the fire.
Victoria  Police
were contacted
again last week for
an update on the
cause of the fire,

six months after

the event. wood blaze.
A Victoria Police "The
spokesperson re-

sponded, "Victoria

Police  continues

to work with its

partner agencies

following the fires
across the state, in-
cluding the Long-

investiga-
tion into the cause
of the Longwood
fire and the asso-
ciated death is be-
ing led by the Ar-

Victoria Police are still investigating the
cause of the Longwood fire in January.
PHOTO: Bailey Dixon.

son and Explosives
Squad.

"Such investiga-
tions are complex
and when we are
in a position to
provide confirmed
information about
the cause of any
fire, we will do so."

What happened to funds from Bushfire Appeal

THE Victorian Government
launched the January 2026
Bushfire Appeal on January 12.
The appeal raised $892,166. The
Victorian Emergency Relief and
Recovery Foundation (VERRF)
was activated to administer
funds raised through the ap-
peal.

When asked for an update,
they said, "To date, the VERRF
has provided money to Mur-
rindindi Shire through different
means and therefore it is difficult
to quantify the exact total that
was provided. In January 2026,

shortly after the devastation of
the fires, the VERRF Board pro-
vided GIVIT with $250,000 to
support the immediate needs of
those impacted across Victoria.
There was a significant uptake in
services available through agen-
cies that work with GIVIT to en-
sure the funding reached those
most in need.

"On March 19, the VERRF
commenced seeking applica-
tions from households who lost
their primary place of residence
and their home is considered
uninhabitable. A grant of $1000

has been paid to all eligible ap-
plicants. The application closed
June 30. Murrindindi Shire ac-
counted for our largest cohort
of applicants, with over 140 ap-
proved to receive the grant.
"Overall the VERRF has dis-
bursed $550,000. The VERRF will
finalise the disbursement of the
remaining funds once all ap-
plications received to date have
been processed. As we did not
know how many individual ap-
plications would be received,
the board considered it appro-
priate to stage funding deci-

sions as more information be-
came available about the level
of demand.

"This approach ensured that
people affected by the disas-
ter were not disadvantaged if
applications exceeded initial
expectations and reflected the
Board’s responsibility to man-
age public donations carefully
and in the best interests of the
impacted communities.

"We are keeping the VERRF
webpage up to date should you
wish to check any of the num-
bers at any stage."

RIVER HEIGHTS FOR THE GOULBURN CATCHMENT

Station Name TIME HEIGHT TENDENCY FLOOD CLASS
Goulburn R at Lake Eildon (TW) 10.00AM Mon 0.67 steady below flood level
Rubicon River at Rubicon 10.00AM Mon 0.78 steady
Acheron River at Taggerty 10.00AM Mon 131 steady below flood level
Home Creek at Yarck 10.29AM Mon 0.52 steady
Yea River at Devlins Bridge 8.43AM Mon 0.82 steady below flood level
Murrindindi River Above Colwells 10.00AM Mon N/A steady
Yea R at Old Killingworth Rd 10.00AM Mon 2.42 steady
Goulburn River at Ghin Ghin 10.00AM Mon 4.11 steady
King Parrot Creek at Flowerdale 10.00AM Mon 0.86 steady below flood level
Goulburn River at Trawool 10.00AM Mon 2.25 steady below flood level
Sunday Creek at Tallarook 10.00AM Mon 0.51 steady below flood level
Goulburn River at Seymour 10.00AM Mon 2.59 steady below flood level
Whiteheads Creek at Seymour 10.00AM Mon 1.57 steady

*|SSUED AT 10.39 AM AEDT MONDAY 6 JULY 2026
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Purchase a Picket Appeal

FOUNDATION Mur-
rindindi has launched a
Purchase a Picket Appeal,
giving people an oppor-
tunity to make a practical
contribution to the recov-
ery of Murrindindi Shire's
farming families affected by
the January 2026 Longwood
Bushfires.

The fireshad a devastating
impact, destroying homes,
livestock, fencing and vital
farm infrastructure. While
the immediate emergency
has passed, many farming
families are still facing the

long journey of recovery.
In Murrindindi Shire alone,
over 4800km of fencing has
been lost or damaged at an
estimated cost of more than
$120 million dollars.

The Purchase a Picket Ap-
peal offers a simple way for
people to contribute to the
fire recovery efforts.

A donation of $10 sym-
bolically purchases one star
picket and helps support
the rebuilding of fences on
fire-affected properties in
Murrindindi Shire.

Foundation Murrindindi

Special General
Meeting called by
Menzies members

MEMBERS of Dame Pattie
Menzies Centre Incorporated
(DPMC), wrote on Thursday,
July 2 to board chair David
Beattie to formally request
that the committee convene
a Special General Meeting of
members in accordance with
Rule 31 of the Rules of Asso-
ciation.

They are requesting that
the committee convene the
meeting at 7.30pm on Thurs-
day, July 9 at the Alexandra
RSL Hall, and invite all mem-
bers and their guests to at-
tend.

The email from Gordon
Simpson added, “We note
this is sooner than the 14 days
notice prescribed in Rule 32,
however given the urgency of
the current financial position
we kindly request that this no-
tice period is waived.”

The email stated, “Given
the current financial cir-
cumstances facing the or-
ganisation, and the reported
consideration of the sale or
disposal of certain associa-
tion assets, including parcels
of land that are of significant
interest to many members
and the broader community,
we believe it is important that
members have an opportuni-
ty to receive information, ask
questions and discuss these
matters.”

The proposed business of
the Special General Meeting
is to (1) Receive an update

from the committee regard-
ing the current financial posi-
tion of Dame Pattie Menzies
Centre Incorporated, (2) Re-
ceive information regarding
any proposed sale, transfer
or disposal of Association as-
sets, including land holdings,
(3) Provide members with an
opportunity to ask questions
and discuss the future direc-
tion and management of As-
sociation assets, and (4) Con-
sider any resolutions properly
put before the meeting in re-
lation to these matters.

The members further stat-
ed, “We make this request in
the spirit of ensuring trans-
parency, good governance
and meaningful engagement
with the membership during
what we recognise is a chal-
lenging period for the or-
ganisation. We further note
that members resolved at the
most recent Annual General
Meeting that any proposed
sale of association land assets
would require the approval
of members, and we suggest
that this meeting provide an
opportunity for members to
consider and exercise that
role.”

It’s understood that David
Beattie has sent the request
to the members of DPMC,
and stated that he will be
attending on behalf of the
committee, along with other
committee members who are
available on short notice.

BOOK HERE

Saturday 25th July

6.00pm $99pp
includes a 3 course dinner
& murder mysteryexperience

BOOK HERE -

Executive Officer Robyn
Hill said the campaign is
less about the cost of an
individual picket and more
about the collective impact
that community support
can have.

"For many farming fami-
lies, rebuilding fences is one
of the biggest and most im-
mediate tasks they face. The
Purchase a Picket Appeal
is a simple way for all of us
to show our support. Every
star picket purchased is a
small but meaningful step
towards restoring farms, se-

curing livestock, and help-
ing our community recover
and rebuild stronger togeth-

r. " Robyn said.

To maximise the impact
of community generosity,
Foundation = Murrindindi
will match every donation
dollar-for-dollar, up to
$20,000, through its Mur-
rindindi Disaster Fund.

Funds raised through
the Purchase A Picket ap-
peal will be provided to
BlazeAid, a trusted and re-
spected charitable organi-
sation, who are already on

the ground working along-
side local landholders and
volunteers to help rebuild
lost fences in Murrindindi
Shire.

BlazeAid will purchase
star pickets for fire-affect-
ed landholders who re-
quire additional support
in their recovery. BlazeAid
will assess local needs and
individual circumstances
to determine how assis-
tance is allocated.

The Purchase a Picket
Appeal launches on July 1
and will run until August.

With Foundation Mur-
rindindi matching dona-
tions dollar-for-dollar,
every $10 donated be-
comes $20 of rebuilding
support. Help them reach
the $20,000 matched do-
nation goal and support
fire-affected landholders
in Murrindindi Shire.

To donate online, visit
foundationmurrindindi.
org.au or contact Robyn
Hill, Executive Officer
Foundation  Murrindindi
0488 007 688, robyn@foun-
dationmurrindindi.org.au

at 1pm last Friday.

The Yea Caravan Park water Ievel gauge peaked at 3.3m

What was a picnic area became part of the river.

Intense rain leads to extreme water
levels across Murrindindi Shire

High water levels affected the roads.

DINNER

5 course exquisite dining by
Executive Chef Sam Wills, paired with
a considered cellar selection of
our collection of local & international wines.

A night not tmlx missed.

$169 | Aug 15 | 6pm

TRAWOOL

Women's Health Mobile Clinic now in your community

Free and confidential, 45-minute women's
health consultations with a Nurse Practitioner.
This service is available to women of

all ages and teenagers.

To book scan the QR code or call

039675 0050 or visit

breastscreen.org.au/whmc

Hearing or speech difficulties TTY 13 36 77
m Interpreter support 13 14 50

BreastScreen
* §) Victoria
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Recycled water release from GVW's
Yea Wastewater Management Facility

THUMBS UP

THUMBS DOWN

THUMBS DOWN

To Victoria Police for its greatly reduced
station hours and visual presence in

Yea, and the lack of information for the
community, either in print or on the front
door, as to the hours when the station is
actually manned.

THUMBS DOWN

To Victoria Police for leaving the Australian
flag hoisted 24/7 and the illuminated
‘Police’ sign on out front when the station is
closed. Coincidentally, crime figures in the
local area have reportedly risen.

THUMBS DOWN

Shame on Murrindindi Council for not
using local Murrindindi businesses for the
tree clearing and wood collection pointsin
our shire. There are local businesses that
are already paying dearly with our current
economic issues and native logging being
shutdown in the region, then include the
January fire, and then non-Murrrindindi
businesses come in and clean up? How is
that right?

THUMBS UP

To the Alexandra Show Committee for
circulating the agenda for the November
show. It is already out, and has been for
some time. Great idea, thank you from us

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down is a reader’s
contribution section of Alexandra
Newspapers. Send your Thumbs Up or
Thumbs Down to
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au
Contributions will be edited and/or
published at the Editor’s discretion. We
request that this section not be used as a
slander attack on persons, businesses or

property

COMMUNITY DIARY

LOCAL RADIO FREQUENCY

* UGFM 106.9 Alexandra / Lake Eildon
o UGFM 98.5 Marysville / Lake Mountain
o UGFM 88.9 Yea / Highlands

* UGFM 98.9 Flowerdale / Hazeldene

* UGFM 94.5 Kinglake Ranges

COMMUNITY GROUPS
WEEKLY

* Tue Women’s Walk @ 7am @Embassy of Ideas
o Wed Oasis Church, free coffee connection
Ph 0408 123 581
o Thu Town Club, RSL Hall, 6-8pm.
Ph 5797 2179
 Fri Man Walk @ 7am meet at RSL Hall
o Fri Communitea 10am-12pm @ Embassy of Ideas
PH 0422 225 801
* Sun Alex & Dist Dog Obedience, training.
Ph 0456 583 611
© Sun ALANON meeting; 5.30pm St Johns Hall.
Ph 0402 428 086
© Sun AA meeting; 7pm St Johns Hall.
Ph 130022 22 22.

MONTHLY

o 1st Mon

St Luke’s Seniors, St Lukes Hall, Ph Jenny 0407 972 099
o 1st Wed

Alexandra Lions dinner meet, Corner Hotel 0427 595 318
o 1st Thu

Yea Hospital/Rosebank Aux 2pm. Ph 5797 3057
o 1st Sun

Crop/Produce swap 10.30am--noon @ Embassy of Ideas
* 2nd Tue

Alexandra District Garden Society Meeting Ph 5772 2285
© 2nd Wed

Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
* 2nd Wed

Murrindindi Men 6-8pm@ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
¢ 2nd Thu

Yea Garden Club Yea RSL Hall 1.30pm Ph 0439 870 315
¢ 2nd Sat

Alex Repair Café 1-3pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
© 3rd Wed

Alex Lions business meeting, rear RSL hall 0427 595 318
® 3rd Thu

Alexandra Ladies Probus 10am RSL Ph 0428 976 252
© 3rd Thu

Community Potluck dinner 6-8pm @ Embassy of Ideas
© 3rd Sun

Alexandra RSL Ph 0409 950 913
o 4th Wed

Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
o 4th Thu

Alexandra Redgate CWA Meeting 1pm, Ph 0402 804 517
o 4th Thu

Yea CWA Yea RSL Hall, 1.30pm Ph 0400 424 888
o Last Fri

Yea-Kinglake RSL, 11.30am RSL Hall, Ph 0409 819 040

Contact Alexandra Standard and Yea Chronicle
to add your event on 5772 1002 or
email reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au.

For a $10 annual fee for one line, your club or organisation’s
regular meeting dates will be listed each week. Not only is this a
reminder to your regular members but also a good source of
what groups are available in the community,
when they meet and a contact phone number.

GOULBURN Valley Water
(GVW) will release fully treat-
ed recycled water from its Yea
Wastewater Management Facil-
ity into the Yea River over the
coming weeks.

The Yea Wastewater Manage-
ment Facility is nearing capac-
ity. Irrigation infrastructure
upgrades at GVW’s Yea farm de-
layed the start of irrigation at the

site, meaning not all available
recycled water could be used
during the season.

With onsite storages at the Yea
Wastewater Management Facil-
ity nearing capacity, a controlled
release of 0.5 to 1 megalitre per
day of EPA Class C recycled wa-
ter will be released into the Yea
River.

The release began in late June

2026 and is expected to continue
until October 2026.

GVW’s Wastewater and Recy-
cling Coordinator, Stuart Harris,
said the controlled releases will
prevent uncontrolled overflows
and protect critical infrastruc-
ture.

“The releases will continue
until lagoon levels are returned
to a safe and manageable level.”

The water being released has
undergone full treatment and
meets EPA Class C recycled wa-
ter standards. GVW has notified
the EPA of the releases and will
work closely with them to moni-
tor for any potential environ-
mental impacts.

For more information, contact
GVW’s 24/7 Customer Service
Centre on 1800 454 500.

Upcoming Geoscience aerial survey
across Victoria

GEOSCIENCE Australia and the
Geological Survey of Victoria will
be carrying out an Airborne Elec-
tromagnetic (AEM) survey north
and west of Melbourne this year to
improve understanding of Victo-
ria’s geology.

The survey is being carried out
to obtain data that will enhance
understanding of geology and nat-
ural resources of the region. This
information will support future
informed decision making for re-
source management.

During the surveyand aeroplane,
towing equipment designed to
map variations in the natural elec-
trical conductivity of the ground to
a depth of several hundred metres,
will fly at approximately 120 me-
tres above the ground, along flight
lines 2.5km and 10km apart.

A signal will be transmitted
from the aircraft into the ground.
The signal passes quickly as the
aircraft moves and is similar
to that produced by an electric
fence. Towed antennae detect the
returned signals that are analysed
to map variations in the electrical
conductivity of the ground caused
by the presence of groundwater

and some minerals.

The AEM technique is complete-
ly safe for plants and animals. Due
to the speed the aircraft passes,
livestock rarely even look up before
the plane has gone. Flying near
concentrations of stock such as
feedlots is avoided.

Given the signal has a similar
output to electric power lines or
a mobile phone, it is too weak to
disrupt any electrical appliances,
electrical systems, plants, animals,
humans or the internet.

The airborne survey is expected
to be carried out between July
and November 2026, across areas
of New South Wales and Victoria.
Murrindindi Shire falls into the
survey area alongside prominent
locations Bendigo and Sheppar-
ton.

Precompetitive data acquired by
Geoscience Australia will be pub-
licly available after quality control
and assurance checks have been
performed. Public release of this
information may contain explicit
spatial location information, such
as specific deployment locations
and/or areas which may be inter-
preted as containing groundwater

An AEM system in action. PHOTO

and resource potential.

Geoscience Australia is con-
ducting a national program for
airborne electromagnetic (AEM)
surveys where one or more survey
is planned each year. The program
started in 2017 and is projected
to be completed by 2032. The last
time this program conducted an
AEM survey in Victoria was in 2022
and previously in 2021.

Small scale surveys are conduct-
ed sporadically by state govern-

: Geoscience Australia.

ment agencies such as the Geologi-
cal Survey of Victoria who are co
contributors to the current survey.
Other types of airborne geophysi-
cal surveys such as gravity, mag-
netic and radiometric surveys are
also techniques used regularly by
governments and private industry
to learn more about the earth be-
low our feet.

For further information about
AEM surveys, visit the Geoscience
Australia website.

Funding for Taungurung LWC

MEMBER for Northern Victo-
ria Jaclyn Symes has announced
funding for Taungurung Land and
Water Council as part of the eighth
round of the Aboriginal Commu-
nity Infrastructure Program.

Taungurung Land and Water
Council will receive $1,500,000 to
construct a multi-purpose com-
munity space in which they can

gather, spend time on Country
sharing knowledge, celebrate cul-
ture, and grow and harvest flora
and fauna.

First Nations organisations
know what their communities
need, and funding will help to
make sure they have the facili-
ties to deliver it.

The Aboriginal Community

Infrastructure Program sup-
ports First Nations organisa-
tions to build new, functional
and accessible infrastructure,
or to repair, renovate or ex-
pand existing facilities.

Since 2018, the program has
delivered almost $50 million
for 127 projects across Victo-
ria, by 60 unique First Nations

SI0=1

STAR PICKET

A $10 donation purchases one star pic
directly supporting the rebuilding of fenc
fire-affected properties in Murrindindi Shire,
Donate at: www.foundationmurrindindi.org.au

FUNDRATSER APPEAL

PURCHASE =
A PICKET

Helping Rebuild Fences After the
Longwood Fires in Murrindindi Shire

F

FOUNDATION MURRINDINDI WILL MATCH EVERY
PUBLIC DONATION $ FOR $ FOR THE FIRST $20,000

Foundation
Murrindindi

1% nid

AUSTRALIA

DONATE TODAY
SCAN TO GIVE

organisations.

Ms Symes said, "From educa-
tion and health to sport and cul-
ture, this funding means commu-
nities have the spaces they need
to come together and thrive."

For more information, visit

firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au/
aboriginal-community-infra-
structure-program
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Victorian Access Regime impact
on the planned solar farm

THERE are no Renew-
able Energy Zones (REZ) in
Murrindindi Shire, however
there is a significant Sam-
sung solar farm in the plan-
ning stages in Rubicon in
Murrindindi Shire.

A new Victorian Ac-
cess Regime has been an-
nounced for renewable
energy projects, so VicGrid
was asked about the impact
that the changes may have
on the planning for the so-
lar farm.

VicGrid Chief Executive
Alistair Parker replied, "The
Victorian Access Regime will
help us coordinate renew-
able energy development
and ensure developers meet
government expectations
on community engagement
and benefit sharing.

“This new regime will en-
courage development in re-
newable energy zones over
time and ultimately give
communities more certain-
ty about what development
is likely to occur in their re-
gion.

“Whenever there is a big
change like this there needs
to be a period of transition,
so there will be a period un-
til the new regime comes
into effect where you will
see well-advanced projects
going ahead outside zones.”

VicGrid also provided the
following information. Re-
newable energy zones are a
key part of a long-term ap-
proach to improve the way
renewable energy projects
are planned, developed and
connect to Victoria’'s power

grid.

Ageing coal-fired power
stations are closing over the
next 10 years. New wind,
solar and battery projects,
supported by transmission
upgrades, are needed to
ensure all Victorian homes,
businesses, farms and es-
sential services have access
to reliable power.

Renewable energy zones
are areas identified as the
best places to host wind and
solar projects and will play
a key role as Victoria tran-
sitions from coal to renew-
able energy.

Renewable energy zones
will help coordinate renew-
able energy projects and
reduce the need for unnec-
essary transmission infra-
structure; enable VicGrid

to set clearer rules for how
projects gain access to the
grid, including expectations
for how developers engage
with communities; provide
more certainty about how
and where renewable en-
ergy projects are developed;
and unlock new economic
benefits for regional com-
munities and Traditional
Owners.

New rules for how pro-
jects gain access to the grid,
known as the Victorian Ac-
cess Regime, will be in place
in July 2027.

Under this new regime all
projects, whether they are
inside or outside a renew-
able energy zone, will need
to demonstrate how they
meet government expecta-
tions for community en-

gagement and deliver social
and economic benefits, be-
fore they can secure access

to the grid.
Before the access re-
gime comes into ef-

fect, VicGrid will ask pro-
jects seeking to connect to
the grid to ensure their en-
gagement is consistent with
these expectations.

All projects, both inside
and outside renewable en-
ergy zones, will still be sub-
ject to Victorian planning
approvals processes that
consider environmental,
land use and social impacts.

It's important to have a
clear period of transition
to the new access regime
to ensure VicGrid don’t in-
advertently impact well-
advanced projects that have

been developed over many
years under the existing
rules.

Once the new rules are in
place, projects can still be
developed outside renew-
able energy zones, but they
will face additional steps as
part of a new assessment
process.

This is part of a more
coordinated approach to
renewable energy develop-
ment, helping to avoid too
many projects connecting
in the same area and reduc-
ing pressure on the electric-
ity network.

Over time, this will lead
to more projects seeking to
develop inside zones, which
are considered the best lo-
cations based on a range of
factors.

Residents express concern about proposed Rubicon solar farm

SAMSUNG’S  proposed
Rubicon Solar Farm has
been the subject of debate
and confusion since it was
first announced last year.
The Stop Rubicon Solar Fa-
cebook page currently has
over 450 followers and the
petition opposed to the solar
farm, presented in the Victo-
rian Parliament by Member
for Eildon Cindy McLeish in
May, had 1509 signatures.

So what are the main con-
cerns?

Among the neighbours
to the proposed solar farm
are Sue and John Horn who
have a property along Blue
Range Road in Rubicon.
They have a 100 acre block
and recently purchased the
block next door, before news
of the proposed solar farm
broke. A potential reduction
of the value of their property
is just one of their concerns.

Many people would be fa-
miliar with the large Eildon
power station near the dam
wall. John said that the ter-
minal station for the Rubi-
con solar farm is projected
to be around the same size.

The family will have a one
kilometre boundary with

the solar farm on one side
of their property and an 800
metre boundary on another
side.

Their son Marcus also
joined the conversation. He
commented that the Rubi-
con project will be larger
than the Winton solar farm,
along the Hume Highway.

“This is 100 acres more,”
John said. “They say it'll
power 53,000 homes, when
the sun shines in the middle
of the day.”

Unfortunately, it’s not al-
ways the middle of the day
and the sun isn’t always
shining.

John pointed out that the
Rubicon Valley is known to
be a very fertile valley, ideal
for farming, unlike some of
the flatter and drier land fur-
ther to the north and west of
the state.

Marcus added that he is
concerned about the po-
tential for run-off into the
Rubicon River which joins
the Goulburn River shortly
afterwards. He is concerned
that if a fire occurs and rain
afterwards, there is a poten-
tial for the debris to flow into
the two creeks then the river

and then downstream.

He said, “They're talking
a 200 metre buffer between
[the solar farm] and the state
forest. We've all seen fires
and how quickly they can
spread.”

He said, “There are bat-
teries, there are transform-
ers, there's all the other grid
infrastructure, as well as the
solar panels and all those po-
tential leakages into the into
the aquifer underneath.”

The fog is another issue
in the valley. Marcus ques-
tioned, “How can a business
look at this one and then
look at other ones they're
doing and not see this one as
adud.”

While the government
requires site rehabilitation
once the project has reached
end-of-life, Marcus said that
there have been some inci-
dents where this hasn’t oc-
curred.

It is not yet known wheth-
er Samsung intends to build
and operate the solar farm
for the life of the infrastruc-
ture, or whether they are
developing to planning ap-
proval or full solar farm to
sell, as often happens.

The Victorian Farmer’s
Federation on June 17 said
of the VicGrid Guidelines,
“...The guidelines are long
on expectations and short
on obligations. At this stage
there is no clear enforce-
ment mechanism, no com-
pliance framework and no
meaningful consequences
for developers who fail to
meet these expectations.”

Samsung will be on a leas-
ing arrangement at the site,
so people with solar panels
potentially on all three sides
of their property are unlikely
to be offered the option to
sell at market rates. They
may instead see a significant
reduction in their property
value.

John, Sue and Marcus
have seen the visual impact
studies provided by Sam-
sung. While there is expect-
ed to be little impact on the
main house, their son has a
house on the same property
which will overlook a sig-
nificant area of solar pan-
els. John was also planning
to build a new house on the
farm which would also be
impacted.

John said that the visual

s +
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SOLAR FARM CONCERNS: Marcus, Sue and John Horn.

PHOTO: Anne Richey

impact study was conducted
from “All the way down the
paddock and they did all
this stuff and all we got was
a photo.” The second house
on the property couldn’t be
seen.

John and Sue are also
deeply concerned about fire.
John said, “Our property is a
direct vegetation link [from
the Rubicon State Forest],”
adding that the batteries and
200,000 solar cells would
each have two connections,
creating a fire risk.

John said, “One of the
questions I posed to Sam-
sung and fire risk consult-
ants was on a catastrophic

We are coming
to Yea

A social and information evening for
current and prospective families.

Join us for a relaxed and welcoming dinner to
connect with local families, meet our team, and
discover what makes Ballarat Grammar such a
special community.

fire day, I said, do you plan
to shut the plant down, turn
the solar cells and the bat-
teries off, so there's no dan-
ger? And there's no chance,
because on that day, Mel-
bourne will be sweltering.”

The solar panels are on a
single track axis, and there
will be associated noise
when they move as they are
motor-driven.  Reflections
may also be an issue for
some properties at a certain
point in the day.

The family are also con-
cerned that locals may not
fully understand the size of
the project and the potential
impact on tourism.

BALLARAT
GRAMMAR

Event dates coming
soon. Register your
interest:

July
¢, 0353380842
S events@bgs.vic.edu.au
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Murrindindi continues push for
fair bushfire recovery support

CHURCH SERVICES

- ALEXANDRA

ANGLICAN

St Johns Alexandra

9am Eucharist each Sunday
Children welcome.

Rev Mario Hendricks -
Rectory 0435953 777

alexandranewspapers.com.au

CATHOLIC
Immaculate Conception Parish

Parish Administrator Fr Jose Mathew.

Presbytery 0468 810 871

St Matthews Eildon, Saturday 5pm
Alexandra, Sunday 8.45am

Sacred Heart Yea, Sunday 10.45am

UNITING CHURCH In Australia

St Andrews, Downey Street,
Alexandra

Worshipping, Welcoming

Sharing the transforming love of
Jesus. Services 10am each Sunday
Contact 5772 2362

OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
Loving God, Loving People,
Loving Life

118 Grant Street, Alexandra
0408 123 581

Meeting every Sunday @ 10am

MOUNT CATHEDRAL
COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
37 Grant Street , Alexandra
Pastor Daniel Kriss

Services 10am every Sunday
Phone 0400 282 536
mccbc.com.au

THE VINE

A Christian community part of the Baptist

Union of Victoria
Sunday 4.30pm service
Kids program during school term

Meets at St Andrew's, 37 Downey Street,

Alexandra
Contact - 0438 642 559

MURRINDINDI Shire Council
has stated their disappointment
that fire-impacted residents will
now need to pay gate fees to dis-
pose of bushfire debris at council
Resource Recovery Centres, fol-
lowing the end of the free waste
disposal program.

While the Victorian Government
has waived the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) levy for
eligible bushfire waste, residents
will now be required to pay a gate
fee, which covers council’s costs
to operate the service, including
staffing, handling, transport and
disposal.

A Domestic Bushfire Waste Gate
Fee of $47.32 per cubic metre will
now apply from July 1 for general
bushfire waste taken to the Re-
source and Recovery Centres by
affected residents. Loads of bush-
fire waste exceeding three metres
cubed and loads of building rubble
(containing bricks, concrete, soil)
will continue to be directed to the
Alexandra Landfill where the ap-

propriate fees will apply and the
EPA levy will be removed.

Council has been advocating for
the free waste disposal program to
be extended until June 30, 2027, to
give residents more time to safely
clear homes, sheds, fallen trees
and fire-damaged vegetation.

Mayor of Murrindindi Shire, Cr
Damien Gallagher, said council
welcome the EPA levy waiver but
remained concerned that resi-
dents will still face out-of-pocket
costs during recovery.

“Waiving the EPA levy is a posi-
tive step, but it does not make
waste disposal free for our resi-
dents,” Cr Gallagher said.

“People who have lost homes,
sheds, fences, trees and vegeta-
tion are now being asked to pay
gate fees to continue cleaning up
after a disaster they did not ask
for.

“Six months is simply not long
enough for many residents to
complete this work, particularly
when clean-up involves not only

homes, but sheds, outbuildings,
fallen trees and large amounts of
fire-damaged vegetation.”

The free bushfire recovery
waste disposal program at council
facilities has provided important
practical support for fire-impact-
ed residents as they work through
the long and difficult process of
clearing their properties.

Council says many residents
are still only beginning, or are yet
to begin, the full clean-up process
because of access issues, insur-
ance processes, safety concerns,
housing pressures and delays in
broader recovery programs.

More than 280 Murrindindi
property owners registered for
the Victorian Government’s on-
site clean-up program, however,
almost two thirds are ineligible
and have had to make their own
arrangements, placing greater
pressure on council facilities and
on households already carrying
significant recovery costs.

Cr Gallagher said Murrindindi

residents deserved the same level
of post-disaster support provided
to other Victorian communities.

“We will continue to advocate
for our residents to receive fair
and practical support that reflects
the scale of what has happened
here,” Cr Gallagher said.

“For many families, recovery is
still underway. The clean-up ef-
fort did not end on June 30, and
neither should the support that
helps make that recovery possi-
ble.

“Communities affected by dis-
aster should be able to access
support for as long as it is genu-
inely needed, particularly where
recovery timeframes are beyond
residents’ control.”

By the end of June 2026, coun-
cil expects to have received about
14,000 tonnes of bushfire debris at
its landfill, equivalent to around
seven years’ worth of landfill in
just a few months, placing signifi-
cant and unplanned pressure on
local infrastructure and resources.

Spirit of the Bush

photography competition

AUSTRALIA’S much-loved pho-
tography showcase, the Spirit of
the Bush competition, is back for
2026, inviting people from across
the country to capture the stories,
landscapes and spirit of rural and

regional Australia.

phy experience.

tion, people and natural beauty of
rural and regional Australia, help-
ing to bring the country to the city
through the power of photography.

The competition is open to all
Australians, regardless of photogra-

CHURCH SERVICES
-YEA

ST PETER’S MEMORIAL

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Cnr Bald Spur/Whittlesea Kinglake Rds,
Sunday Services, 8.30am Communion.
Minister: Rev. Ruwan Palapathwala
0458 113099

ST LUKE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
OF YEA

Hosted by Rural Aid, the competi-
tion is now open and closes at 5pm
on Friday, July 31.

This year, photographers are
encouraged to share images that
reflect the challenges, determina-

Twelve winning photographs will
be selected by a panel of judges,
with each winner receiving a $250
prepaid Visa card.

Entries can be submitted at ru-
ralaid.org.au/spirit-of-the-bush

Murrindindi Business Month

MURRINDINDI  Shire
Council is celebrating

communities throughout
the shire as well as online

Rural Aid is looking for photographs that capture the Spirit
of the Bush. PHOTO: Bailey Dixon.

Lovell concerned about

dangerous regional roads

together to learn from
experts and each other.

Sunday Service time 11am

Prayerful Reflection - held each Tuesday,

10amto 11am - all welcome
Father Mario Hendricks
Ph: 0435953 777

CATHOLIC PARISHES

OF ALEXANDRA AND YEA

Parish Priest, Father Jose Mathew
0459 402 547

St Matthews Eildon, Saturday 5pm
Immaculate Conception Parish
Alexandra, Sunday 8.45am

Sacred Heart Yea, Sunday 10.45am

CATHOLIC PARISH

OF KINGLAKE

Fr Martin Ashe, Parish Priest

Ph 9717 6482

St Mary’s Kinglake: Sunday 8.30am

SCOTS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
YEA

Station Street Yea

Sunday Service 10.30am

Colin Whiteway

Ph 0457 340 525

UNITING CHURCH

1st and 3rd Sundays 9am, 1050 Main Road,

Kinglake West. 9716 2330

the success of the inau-
gural Murrindindi Busi-
ness Month, a program
of learning, networking
and practical support de-
signed to strengthen lo-
cal businesses and build
long-term economic resil-
ience across the shire.

Held throughout June,
the program brought to-
gether business owners,
operators and entrepre-
neurs from across Mur-
rindindi to build skills,
share ideas and explore
opportunities for growth.
A series of free workshops,
networking events and
information sessions fo-
cused on practical top-
ics including marketing,
digital capability, artificial
intelligence, business ef-
ficiency and future plan-
ning.

Participants  accessed
tailored support at differ-
ent stages of business de-
velopment. Sessions were
designed to provide prac-
tical tools and insights
that businesses could ap-
ply immediately.

Events were delivered
across multiple towns and

options for added flexibil-
ity.

Over 100 people attend-
ed 10 events held across
the shire during June, as
well as multiple one-on-
one mentoring sessions
with industry experts in
marketing and business
growth.

Cr Sandice McAulay,
portfolio Councillor for
Economic Development,
Local Jobs, and Skills,
said, “Murrindindi Busi-
ness Month proved to be
more than just events.
It strengthened capabil-
ity, built confidence, and
created valuable connec-
tion across our business
community. The strong
response demonstrates a
clear appetite for practical
support that helps busi-
ness navigate change and
plan for the future.”

Council’s Community
Capacity Building Officer,
Bill Bate, helped launch
the program and was
proud to see the positive
results.

“Murrindindi Business
Month showcased the val-
ue of bringing businesses

The positive feedback we
received reinforced the
importance of creating
opportunities for local
businesses to connect,
share experiences and ac-
cess practical knowledge
that support growth, resil-
ience and long-term suc-
cess.”

Council will continue
to champion a strong and
resilient local economy
through skills develop-
ment, business network-
ing opportunities and
initiatives that help local
enterprises grow, adapt
and succeed.

For more information
about how we can sup-
port your business, visit
murrindindi.vic.gov.au/
business, sign up for the
monthly Murrindindi
Business eNewsletter or
call council’s Business
Support team on 5772
0333.

Funding for the pro-
gram was provided by the
Department of Energy,
Environment and Climate
Action Community Devel-
opment Fund.

MEMBER for North-
ern Victoria Region,
Wendy Lovell, sub-
mitted an open letter
to Minister for Roads
and Road Safety, Ros
Spence, regarding the
dangerous conditions
of Victoria's regional
roads.

It calls for more
road maintenance
and further funding
to restore regional
roads.

"I write to you re-
garding the critically
dangerous condition
of Victoria's regional
roads. This situation
has become so dire
that it demands you
act urgently to sig-
nificantly  increase
investment in the
road repair program,
and ensure Victorians
have the smooth and
safe regional roads
they deserve," Ms
Lovell said.

"Blowing out a tyre
or swerving to avoid a
damaged road surface
can cause accidents,

and the dangerous
state of Victoria's
roads is putting lives
at risk.

"Recent wet weath-
er has exposed the
extent of deteriora-
tion on our roads.
High rainfall has filled
many deep potholes
with water and hid-
den them from unsus-
pecting drivers, while
heavy fog has reduced
road visibility, leaving
motorists unable to
see and avoid hazards
ahead.

"Even our major
highways in northern
Victoria, including
the Hume, Calder,
Midland, Maroon-
dah, Murray Valley
and Goulburn Val-
ley Highways, have
fallen into a state of
dangerous disrepair.
Many other state arte-
rial roads also suffer
from a lack of mainte-
nance, and are in des-
perate need of repair
and full rehabilitation
of the worst sections."
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Local travel
expert brings
personalised

service

WITH thousands of websites, endless re-
views, constantly changing airline rules and
anincrease in travel scams and online fraud,
many people are discovering that booking
online isn’t always as straightforward as it
seems.

That’s where Amanda Simpson, who runs
Ferguson’s Travel - Alexandra, is helping lo-
cal travellers rediscover the value of person-
alised service. Backed by the trusted team
at Ferguson’s Travel -Mansfield, owned by
Gemma Ferguson, Amanda combines the
strength and experience of an established
local travel business with a flexible approach
designed around the needs of today’s travel-
lers.

“We don’t have a traditional shopfront be-
cause we believe travel advice should come
to you,” Amanda said.

“Whether it’s in your home, over a coffee
at your favourite café or after work when the
kids are finally settled, I make the process
easy. Holidays should be exciting from the
very beginning, and that starts with making
the planning as convenient and personal as
possible.”

As both amother and an active member of
the local community, Amanda understands
that planning a holiday often becomes an-
other task on an already full list.

“My role is to make travel easy. Whether
you're planning the holiday of a lifetime,
a family getaway, a cruise or simply need
someone to organise the details, I take the
time to listen first. Every itinerary is tailored
to the people travelling.

“For many busy families, it's not about
finding the cheapest flight online. It’s about
having someone take care of everything. I
handle the planning, bookings and admin-
istration so my clients can simply pack their
bags, turn up and enjoy making memories
together," she said.

Amanda brings more than a decade of ex-
perience in the travel industry, having pre-
viously owned her own travel agency before
the COVID-19 pandemic reshaped the in-
dustry. An avid traveller herself, she under-
stands that no two holidays, or travellers, are
the same.

While online booking platforms have
made travel more accessible than ever,
Amanda believes they can’t replace local
knowledge, expert advice and genuine sup-
port.

“When something changes, you don’t
want to spend hours trying to find the right
phone number or speaking to someone who
doesn’t know your booking. Having a local
travel advisor means you have someone in
your corner before, during and after your
holiday.”

Community has also become a key part
of the Ferguson’s Travel - Alexandra story.
Through the business’s Community Group
Support Program, 10 per cent of profits are
reinvested into local community groups,
helping support the clubs and organisations
that make the district such a special place to
live.

“I'm proud to be part of this community,
and giving back through local groups is just
one way I can support the place that’s sup-

e K

Trivia and Mystery Auction to

THE Yea Hospital and
Rosebank Auxiliary held a
Trivia and Mystery Auction
event on Friday afternoon
on June 26, at Yea RSL.

The event was to raise
funds for a hairdressing sa-
lon at Rosebank. It was a very
successful event, extremely
well supported by the com-
munity and all enjoyed com-
petition, conversation and a
delicious lunch.

Generously  supported

by Yea Winery, Cidery and
Brewery, who provided the
prizes for the quiz winning

table, and mystery auction
donations from the com-
munity meant nearly $1400
was raised for the hair-
dressing salon.

Thanks also to Gary Tuck,
emcee and auctioneer ex-
traordinaire and Greg Ma-
son, The Quiz Master. Both
very generously volunteered
their time and expertise,
greatly contributing to the
fun and success of the event.

The auxiliary are very
grateful to the Yea commu-
nity for the generosity given
to support this event.

o, £,

support Rosebank saln

The Census is coming this August.
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Help us understand what Australia

needs now and into the future.

Census night - Tuesday 11 August

(® census.abs.gov.au

Authorised by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Canberra
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Councillor Paul Hildebrand, Andrea Bauer
and Kate McAlpin.

Highlands volunteer
event

THE Highlands community gathered at
the Habbies Howe Shearing Shed on Satur-
day, June 27, for a lunch and afternoon get
together to recognise the incredible efforts
of volunteers across the Highlands, both
during and after the January fires.

The event was organised by Murrindindi
Shire Council, and a community recogni-
tion plaque was presented by Cr Paul Hilde-
brand to the Highlands community.

Nominations open for
standout community
landcarers

ACROSS Australia, thousands of landcar-
ers are out in paddocks, parks, coastlines,
classrooms, creeks and community spaces
doing the work that protects the places and
productive landscapes we all rely on.

Most never ask for recognition. With just
one month remaining until nominations
close for the 2026 state and territory Land-
care Awards, Landcare Australia is calling
on communities to shine a light on the local
people and groups making a real difference
to the health of our land, water and envi-
ronment.

Who in your community deserves recog-
nition? From farmers improving soil health
and productivity, to volunteers restoring
native vegetation, Traditional Owners car-
ing for Country and young people leading
environmental projects, these are the kinds
of everyday efforts that often happen qui-
etly but make a lasting difference to com-
munities and the environment.

Many landcarers do this work quietly
and consistently, often over many years,
so a nomination is a simple but powerful
way to say their work matters. The awards
celebrate the people helping create a more
resilient future for Australia.

Anyone can put forward a nomination,
whether it’s for yourself, someone you
know, or a group doing great things in your
community. Nominations close Friday, July
31, 2026. The state and territory Landcare
Awards are often the first step towards na-
tional recognition, with winners progress-
ing to the 2027 National Landcare Awards.

But for many nominees, the greatest re-
ward is knowing their efforts have been
seen and valued by the communities they
serve.

Dr Shane Norrish, CEO Landcare Aus-
tralia said that the awards give recognition
for community efforts.

“Every community has people who turn
up, get their hands dirty and keep going
because they care deeply about the envi-
ronment around them. All it takes is one
nomination for someone to be recognised
for their efforts," Dr Norrish said.

"This isn’t just about saying thank you,
a Landcare Award can help elevate peo-
ple’s voices, strengthen their mission and
open doors to new opportunities. Nomi-
nating is quick, free and incredibly im-
pactful.”

For more information or to nominate
please go to the Landcare website.

Homewood Landcare's annual
Bush Dance

LAST vyear, the inaugural
Homewood Landcare Bush
Dance with the multi-instru-
mental BlackBerry Jam Bush
Band, was such an acclaimed
evening that the organisers
decided to run it as an annual
event.

With the benefit of experi-
ence, organisation went like
clockwork. Seventy people
booked, more than twice last
year’s numbers. Congratula-
tions to Bec Bowles and her
team of volunteers.

On Saturday night, June 27,
the fog was as thick as soup
but the Homewood Hall was
resplendent, with lanterns and
fairy lights shining brightly. This
year the hall had been entirely
dedicated to dancing while the
adjacent fire brigade was con-
verted into food preparation
and refreshments area.

By 7pm the three braziers
were finally kicking out some
heat, nothing which a dash of
Kero couldn't fix.

As two of the trio of musicians
were busy connecting their
sound system, Ray, who dou-
bles as a whip cracker got ready
to entertain the crowd in the
fog. He cracked his first whip,
a thundering crack, and every-
thing went pitch black due to a
power failure.

They checked the switch-
board and all was normal. They
checked the power line, but no
roasted possum was hanging
from the drop-out high voltage
fuse. Maybe a car had crashed
into a power pole in the fog? But
neighbouring farms had pow-
er. At that point, everyone ran
of ideas, so Ausnet was called
meaning a three hour delay.

Dancers enjoying the evening at

Some people got creative. If
you can’t beat it, you've got to
join it. A car was brought right
to the door of the hall, head-
lights blazing, the band went
all acoustic, and people started
dancing in the semi-darkness,
which was a lot of fun.

But what of the food which
needed warming? Fortunately,
Homewood is a tightly knit
community and it didn’t take
long to find a friendly kitchen to
open its doors. The drink wait-
resses used the light of mobile
phones to read wine labels and

the Homewood Landcare event.

guesstimate liquid levels, and
to rummage through the cash
box to find change. And the rest
of us huddled around the three
braziers, kept warm and chat-
ted.

It was a fantastic night, not
precisely what had been an-
ticipated, but a good, friendly
night.

The food arrived, a bit late
but delicious and, important-
ly, warm, ferried in by a small
convoy of cars.

AUSNET also finally ar-
rived within the three hours

a blast

as promised. They provided
extra entertainment while
they worked high up the
power pole. The culprit was
the mains connection box. It
had been overloaded and had
blown. Nothing to do with to
do with Ray’s whip cracking
after all.

At 10pm, all lights suddenly
blazed again and dancing re-
sumed in earnest. Amazingly,
most people were still there,
hardly anyone had given up.
The Best Hat prize went to
John Agostinelli.

Debbie Skinner becomes new Alexandra Rotary president

WELL-known local, Debbie
Skinner has taken on the presi-
dency of the Rotary Club of Al-
exandra. While she admitted
that “it is a big move,” she has
spent a long time as a member
of the club and is looking for-
ward to the challenge.

She explained that she be-
came the first female member
of Alexandra Rotary around
the year 2000. Since that time,
“lI have always maintained a
connection and rejoined again
a number of years ago and
worked with international pro-
jects.”

Speaking about her plans for
the year, Debbie said, “Because
of the bushfires, things did
change enormously and that
has to be the priority, bushfire
recovery. As we know, particu-
larly for those who were in the
2009 fires, things happen in a
survival mode initially. Lots of
people move on, other people
remain displaced, and it takes a
long time.

“People might make deci-
sions and change those deci-
sions about where they live,
how they're supported, what
they can do, what they can't do,
up to 10 years later.

"We've certainly been very
active. Rotarians have worked
very hard since the bushfires
in January. Just under $100,000
has been allocated to the com-

munity via a voucher system,
using that within local busi-
nesses and also through other
projects.”

The Rotary International
theme for the year is ‘Creating
lasting impact.’

Debbie said, “That is really
about sustainable change. Eve-
rything we need to do in plan-
ning, like we do with many of
our projects, is looking at what
can we do now, what do we
need to do now, what is actually
happening in the community
and how can we support that?
How does it become sustain-
able and what can we do about
that?”

Rotary has a variety of differ-
ent committees, with people
concentrating on different are-
as and thing they enjoy. Debbie
said, “It's a massive organisa-
tion with enormous opportuni-
ties.”

She has been to many Rotary
Clubs around the world as she
found these visits to be fascinat-
ing, including the type of local
projects they were working on
and “how they differed so dra-
matically.”

There were also so many dif-
ferent kinds of people partici-
pating. In Hong Kong for exam-
ple, the Rotarians were people
who owned race courses and
hotels, while in Cairo the Rotar-
ians were often generals from

the armed forces, protecting
artefacts.

She said, “Every Rotary and
every situation is unique, but
there's a commonality. There
are many common goals...
We work through community
services, youth services, inter-
national services where we do
projects and give funds to help
people in disadvantaged coun-
tries, and we have vocational
services where we support the
kids at school in fostering rela-
tionships and also in the sec-
ondary college with mentoring
in terms of interviews, helping
them get ready for the work-
force by doing mock inter-
views.”

In addition to the many ex-
citing things to do in the local
Rotary Club, the club is also
part of the district grouping.
These groups might hold get-
togethers and work on joint
projects. There may also be fi-
nancial support from different
clubs when a specific Rotary
area is facing a challenge.

Debbie works as a nurse con-
sultant at the Alexandra Medi-
cal Centre, with a lot of her
work involving chronic condi-
tions including diabetes and
wound management.

She said, “I guess my par-
ticular love, and what I always
knew I was born to be, was
someone who cared for other

people. From probably about
three-years-old, I knew that
I was on this earth to care for
others and that's what I've
done my whole career. That's
taken me to many places, post-
graduate degrees and probably
15 years in the Navy Reserve as
well.”

When she first moved to
Murrindindi Shire, she was
pregnant with her third son. He
is now aged 30. She said, “I feel
like the 30 years that I've had
here would equal any amount
of time in Melbourne. It's
just been so jam-packed with
things to do, things that we've
explored, the amount we've
worked in the community. It's
just been an enormous, enor-
mous ride, enormous chapters
in this community and some-
where I'd never leave, to the
point where my sister now lives
here and my parents were both
at Kellock Lodge.

“I'd never go anywhere else
because when I was growing
up, I was really a surfy chick,
a surfy girl, and it was all about
the beaches and the water and
lots of other things. As an adult,
give me a cold river, some
mountains, lots of green, and
I don't think I could work in a
healthcare environment unless
I had these mountains around
me because it's what keeps my
feet grounded.”
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NAIDOC Week
celebrated in the
Yea Wetlands

A LOVELY Welcome to
Country was held at the Yea
Wetlands on Sunday, July 6,
conducted by Aunty Angela
Ten Buuren. The event was
well attended and the event
was held on a clear but cold
day, vastly different to the
inclement weather of the
preceding week.

The event was originally
planned to also include a
walk along the John Frank-
lin Track at the wetlands,
however flooding made
this impossible.

The Welcome to Country
was the first event at the
Yea Wetlands to coincide
with this year’s NAIDOC
Week.

NAIDOC Week celebrates
and recognises the history,
culture and achievements
of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples. It
provides an opportunity
for all Australians to learn
about First Nations cul-
tures and histories and par-
ticipate in celebrations of
the oldest, continuous liv-

ing cultures on earth.

This year marked the
50th anniversary of NAI-
DOC Week, with Aunty
Angela speaking about her
family’s history in the Yea
area, and about the artwork
on the poster created for
this year’s event. She also
clarified ‘deadly’ in the In-
digenous tradition refers
to something or someone
being “excellent, brilliant,
amazing or awesome” and
that it’s not a threat. She
compared it to the words
‘wicked’ or ‘sick’ in English.

Mayor Damien Gallagher
thanked Aunty Angela for
her speech and said, “It
frustrates me when I hear
people say that they don't
need to be welcomed to
their own country, because
the traditional owner notion
of Country, Aunty Angela’s
notion of Country, is not
like a contemporary sense
of ownership. It's about a
connection between people
and place. Just like my con-
nection to a Murrindindi

sunset, or yours to your
back paddock.”

He also stated that Mur-
rindindi Shire Council is
proud to sponsor the week
of engaging NAIDOC events.

He said, “This year's NAI-
DOC theme reminds us of
the strength, resilience, and
contributions of First Na-
tions peoples, and of the im-
portance of listening, learn-
ing, and walking together
with respect and under-
standing. NAIDOC Week
is not only a celebration,
it's an invitation to deep-
en our understanding, to
honour truth-telling, and
to build stronger relation-
ships with our communi-
ties.”

The  attendees also
keenly participated in a
smoking ceremony, and
listened to some of the
audio description usually
played on the walk. On
Friday, July 10, there will
also be an Indigenous Arts
and Crafts activity for both
children and adults.

Marysville children help
launch NAIDOC Week at
District Health

Alexandra

ALEXANDRA District
Health (ADH) officially
kicked off its NAIDOC Week
celebrations with a special
visit from the children and
educators of Marysville and
District Kindergarten, who
helped launch the hospital’s
Hands Together, Hearts To-
gether community display.

The morning was filled
with learning, creativity
and cultural sharing. ADH
Support Services team
member Cindy delighted
the children with a colour-
ful fruit echidna, while eve-
ryone learnt that the Taun-
gurung word for echidna is
Gawarn.

The children shared their
own knowledge by teaching
staff words in Taungurung
language and performing a
song in language. They also
proudly brought along Abo-
riginal, Torres Strait Island-
er and Taungurung flags
they had created before
decorating hand cut-outs
for the hospital’s commu-
nity Sea of Hands display.

As the first contributors
to the display, the children
helped create the founda-
tion of an artwork that will
continue to grow through-
out NAIDOC Week as staff,
patients, visitors and com-
munity members add their
own decorated hands.

Each child also received
a handmade echidna, gen-
erously crafted and do-

|

NAIDOC WEEK: The Marysville children outside the

hospital.

nated by Melissa Rigg. The
thoughtful gifts proved to
be a highlight of the visit
and were warmly received
by the children.

Katie Gelbert, Director
of Marysville and District
Kindergarten, said the visit
was a wonderful example
of community learning in
action. “What an amazing
experience for our daycare
family to have been involved
with," she said. " Alexandra
District Health went out of
their way to welcome us,
and it was thoroughly en-
joyed by both the children
and the educators. Getting
out into the community for
engaging learning experi-

ences is what Marysville
and District Kindergarten is
all about. We thank all the
staff at ADH for involving us
in this special excursion.”
Alexandra District Health
extends its sincere thanks to
the children, educators and
families from Marysville and
District Kindergarten, along
with the staff who made the
morning such a meaningful
start to NAIDOC Week.
Community members
are encouraged to visit
ADH throughout NAIDOC
Week to decorate a hand
and contribute to the grow-
ing Sea of Hands display,
celebrating culture, con-
nection and reconciliation.

NAIDOC WEEK: Aunty Angela during the Welcome to Country. PHOTOS:

Anne Richey

NAIDOC WEEK: Cr Sue Carpenter
participating in the Smoking Ceremony.

NAIDOC WEEK: One of the children
participating in the Smoking Ceremony.

NAIDOC WEEK: Some at the attendees at
the event.

NAIDOC WEEK: Mayor Damien Gallager.

Goulburn Valley Water
Notice of fees and charges: 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027

Goulburn Valley Water would like to advise all customers of new tariffs, which have been
approved by GVW’s Board and the Essential Services Commission. These are applicable
to all customers in GVW'’s serviced areas, unless alternate special fees apply.

Water service fees (daily) S Sewerage fees and charges $
Standard residential (20mm) 0.5471 Residential (daily) 1.4211
Vacant land - unconnected 0.2735 Vacant land - unconnected 0.7104
(daily)
Water usage fees (per kilolitre, | $ Non-residential (daily) 1.4211
based on meter readings)
Wastewater volume usage 1.8736
Potable water (drinking) 1.3746 (per kilolitre)
Non-potable water 0.9618 Non-residential (yearly charge | 518.71
Raw water 0.6868 per cistern where volumetric
charges cannot be applied)
Trade waste (daily) $
Category 1 and 2 0.7563

Bills are issued three times a year. Properties with fire services are charged a fee
equivalent to 10 per cent of service fees.

If you are having difficulties paying your bill, support is available. We offer flexible
payment options, concessions and access to government grants and programs -

call us to ask about available options to suit you. GOULBURN

/ VALLEY
A

WATER

A4

For a full list of all other fees and charges for 2026-27,
please visit our website or call 1300 360 007.

gvwater.vic.gov.au
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Forest Fire Management now recruiting

FOREST Fire Manage-
ment Victoria (FFMVic) is
recruiting entry-level forest
firefighter positions across
Victoria for the upcoming
bushfire season. Both on-
going and seasonal roles
are available.

FFMVic Chief Fire Of-
ficer, Chris Hardman, said
seasonal firefighters boost
Victoria’s firefighting ca-

pacity in the lead-up to
summer and during the
peak fire season.

“New recruits train and
work alongside our perma-
nent firefighters, respond-
ing to bushfires to keep
communities safer this
summer.”

“They will be part of a
team of close to 1800 front-
line personnel and 1200

accredited incident man-
agement staff this bushfire
season.

“These are fantastic jobs
doing practical work, right
at the frontline of protect-
ing communities and the
environment.”

FFMVic firefighters re-
sponded to more than 900
bushfires across the state
last summer and delivered

priority planned burns.

Mr Hardman said sea-
sonal firefighter roles pro-
vide rewarding career op-
portunities for those with
a passion for the outdoors,
learning new skills and
making a difference.

“In addition to respond-
ing to bushfires and help-
ing to deliver planned
burns, seasonal firefighters

also undertake pest and
weed control works, and
maintain recreational re-
serves, fuel breaks and for-
est roads.

"We want a diverse pool
of people applying for our
jobs... Most importantly,
we're looking for recruits
with a ‘can do’ attitude who
can work as part of a team.”
Some roles are designated

for First Nations employ-
ment.

Applications close on July
26. Seasonal employment
occurs between October
and May, with some varia-
tions on start and end dates
depending on seasonal re-
quirements.

For information visit
jobs.careers.vic.gov.au/sf-
foo or call 136 186.

Changes to paraquat chemical usage for agriculture

THE Australian Pesti-
cides and Veterinary Medi-
cines Authority (APVMA)
announced recently their
review decision on the agri-
cultural chemicals paraquat
and diquat after concerns
were raised linking them
to Parkinson’s disease. The
chemicals will remain avail-
able for use in Australia but
new restrictions on applica-
tion rates and equipment
will apply.

Paraquat and diquat are
non-selective contact her-
bicides used to support the
production of grains, cot-
ton, horticulture, sugar-
cane, rice, wine and various
pastures. They provide cost-
effective protection against
crop yield losses.

APVMA CEO Scott Hans-
en said the reviews applied
contemporary risk manage-

ment frameworks to rigor-
ous scientific investigation
of the impacts of paraquat
and diquat on human health
and the environment.

“Both chemicals remain
available for use with sig-
nificant new restrictions on
application rates and per-
mitted uses,” Mr Hansen
said.

“To protect users from
acute exposure, new restric-
tions will phase out back-
pack sprayers and require
enclosed mixing and load-
ing systems for all uses, and
enhanced personal protec-
tion equipment.”

The maximum applica-
tion rate for paraquat will
be reduced from 1150g per
hectare to 231g per hectare
for broadacre use, with a
higher rate for technology-
assisted optical spot spray-

ing.

New conditions will re-
quire enclosed mixing and
loading systems, the phas-
ing out of backpack sprayers
and mandated enhanced
personal protective equip-
ment.

During the review,
APVMA received 171 sub-
missions from scientists,
doctors, the agricultural in-
dustry and other interested
parties. Submissions on pa-
raquat and diquat included
a range of concerns includ-
ing human health impact,
farming viability and envi-
ronmental impact.

APVMA found the weight
of evidence does not show
that paraquat exposure
through approved uses in-
creases the risk of develop-
ing Parkinson’s disease.

Parkinson’s Australia

disagreed with the APVMA
decision, stating that the
herbicide is dangerous and
banned in more than 70
countries, and campaigned
for banning it locally.

Parkinson’s Australia CEO
Olivia Nassaris said that the
incidence of Parkinson’s is
going to accelerate in the
future.

“This is going to be an
absolute epidemic and we
have to be doing something
now if we are to stop it,” Ms
Nassaris said.

“While we welcome the
controls, including increas-
ing PPE requirements and
getting rid of backpack
sprayers in favour of en-
closed cabs, they simply
don’t go far enough.

“The APVMA has failed
not only farmers who use
paraquat but all the other

Australians exposed to it.
In the 30 years they’ve been
reviewing this chemical, 70
countries around the world
have banned it, yet we've
still got Aussie farmers us-
ing it every day. We're the
last to act here, and we've
failed.”

The National Farmer’s
Federation (NFF) acknowl-
edges the APVMA final deci-
sion and will now take the
time to carefully consider
the detail of the decision
and its implications for
farmers and Australia’s food
and fibre production.

NFF President Hamish
Mclntyre said farmers take
their responsibility to pro-
tect people and the environ-
ment seriously.

“Without healthy people
and a healthy environment,
there is no food and fibre

production. That’s a fun-
damental reality for every
farm business,” Mr Mcln-
tyre said.

“We acknowledge the
community concern around
paraquat, and it is absolute-
ly critical that the products
farmers use are safe for both
people and the environ-
ment.

“Today, agriculture oper-
ates under stringent regu-
lations, including strict
restrictions on application
systems, mandatory per-
sonal protective equipment,
and training on certification
requirements for chemical
use.

“These are science-based
safeguards designed to pro-
tect farmers, their workers,
and the environment.”

View the full APVMA re-
view report.

Winter weather sets in at Yea monthly cattle sale

THE July Combined
Agents Store Sale took place
last Friday at the Yea Sale-
yards, with over 2000 head
of cattle yarded and prices
stretching above 490 cents
per kilogram (c/kg).

Included in the yardings
were various breeds, includ-
ing Red Angus, Black Angus,
Herefords and Charolais.
The average price per head
stood at $1810, with the av-
erage weight per head at
322kg, equalling out to an
average sale price of 562c/
kg.
The top steer pen weighed
635kg maximum and sold for
$3160, equalling out to 498c/
kg. The top heifer pen had a
top weight of 549kg and sold
for $2680, equalling out to
488c/kg. Cows and calves
reached a top price per head
of $3650.

Andrew Hill from Elders
Yea provided a summary of
the sale.

“The agents yarded a to-
tal of 2100 cattle, which is
pretty good for this time of
year. We thought the num-
bers might have been down
a little bit, but obviously the
buoyant market’s dragged
them out of the cupboard,”
Andrew said.

“The feeder steer market is
very strong at the moment.
There’s a lot of interest in
those 300kg cattle. They
broke the $6 barrier at times
through the sale.

“You come down to those

410kg cattle, they made
$2490, and 380kg cattle
came out at $2350, which is
around that $6 bracket and a
very good result.

“There was a pretty good
run of heifers. Top weight
was 470kg, they came back
at $2450.

“Overall, the cattle sales
the last three weeks have
been pretty strong all around
the state. Ours was on par
with everything everywhere
else, in positive territory.
There were buyers from
Swan Hill and feedlots from
around the country.”

The next cattle sale at the
Yea Saleyards will be on
August 7, with combined

Elise, Millie, Cooper, and Neil Kermeen from Bonnie Doon. PHOTOS: Bailey Dixon.

Alan Beckett and Malcolm White.
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD 114 MINI WORD FIND 0

ACROSS 1 2 3 4 5 6
4 Name the cavity at . . . . S I T E S E
7

the upper end of the

human windpipe (6)
7 What is a clinging .
crustacean (8)
8 Name a paroxysmal
respiratory disorder (6)
9 What is the brow

known as (8)
11 Which tracts of land are

completely surrounded
by water (7)
13 To be more skilful, S B EEF A
is to be what (7)
15 Name a tapering, four- Find the following words in the grid. They
sided shaft of stone (7) may be read in any direction, even diagonally.
17 What is something that . Some letters are used more than once.
establishes the result
of something (7) 23 . Able Equal Owl Tone
20 Which fellow tends cattle (8) Ate Era Puny Ways
23 What are children’s . Aura Into Site You
playing marbles (6)
24 To be free from restriction, 2 . . . . Beef July Spot
is to be what (8) Blue Out Subtle
25 To be wandering, is 6 To be mentioned, is 18 When one moves gradually,
to be what (6) to be what (5) one does what (5)
9 To have abstained from all 19 What is a short literary WH ICH WDRDS
DOWN food, is to have done what (6) composition (5) 1 JAMBOREE
1 What is a corona (4) 10 What is a large 21 To eject, is to do what (4) (a) A spiced dish of the French Creoles
2 To which kingdom does airfield called (7) 22 What are skills or knacks (4) of the American south
a butterfly belong (6) 12 Name the past participle (b) A large gathering of Scouts
3 Which land measurement is of “speak” (6) (c) A vertical piece forming the side of a doorway
equal to 160 perches (4) 14 Who has vanquished 2 LUX
4 Name some heavy weights (5) an adversary (6) (a) A unit of illumination
5 What is a system of 16 YVh'Ch term means (b) A solution resulting from leaching
I‘ellgIOUS rites (6) pl’Obably (6) (C) Refinement of ||V|ng
E-QUATIONS 450 BIYWORD 180
Letters A to Z have a number value. Some Build it yourself using the clues and each of
are shown in the right-hand cells. Create the twenty-four letters once only to form ten
remaining values using clues in centre cells. words: five across and five down. A key word
B G+7 E (bold clue) builds on the letter set in the grid.
+
CLUES:
G W x\W Articulate (3) AEMT
Citizen of Mexico (7) A ENT
L V=V Greek letter (3) AT NU
Large sheds (5)
O |B+L | 23 Relative (5) B LN X
\V} wW+0O Strained (5)
Television (coll) (5) CLRY
W | G=W Tint (3)
US Actor: ... Monroe (7) DMSY
SUDOKU 140 QUICK THINK 450 ~ SOLUTIONS
Solve the crossword. ule _ekz'Em'9zA )
Each answer has four letters. SNl o (PR0D)
9 2 ACROSS DOWN NAT I EY oS p T : %
1 Hole-making tools 1 Declare 93 XVEL um mony L NmOQ X
711 4 5 Medicine bottle 2 Fermented juice S S oo &
6 Knowing about 3 Running behind QHOMAIG e Ix\mju:lfi%?gg QNI GHOM ININ
3 7 7 Break down 4 Unappetising food uoryeuILN] Jo HuN v/ () ¢ $1n09S 4o Butiayyed abuel v (q) |
1 2 3 4 :SAYOM HIIHM
6 = EORELEEEE] M EE
g sols e lczTs EINDECSENM ¢ E
2 6 5 o 4]
= glelzlelolzls| 1|y [N[viwpPi[olo]L[s O]
§ L{SG|9]L(C|8]V|6]|€ o EE
7 8 3 2 |vlele]o]6]s]s] ]t
= Llsle]vlcli]ols|z
9 7 2 [el[v[s[i]z]c]z]s]e o
7 8 HAEEI BEIE DD L
6 4 2 3 S Dl z[s]r]ele]s e
©

noans QHOMSS04)
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Special event highlights the
impact of diabetes

A SPECIAL function at Par-
liament House recently has
highlighted the serious im-
pact of diabetes in commu-
nity and the need for further
support for people living
with the disease.

Co-convenor of the Parlia-
mentary Friends of People
Affected by Diabetes Gaelle
Broad said the event brought
together MPs and key stake-
holders from the diabetes

THE inaugural exhibition
of Made in Marysville and
Surrounds was launched at
MiRa in Marysville on Satur-
day, July 5.

Organiser Mel Ritchie
explained that she used to
have a shop in Murchison
Street which had the same
name. It was a collective of
local artists and crafters.

Unfortunately, she had to
close after a few years and
was invited to volunteer at
Mira. She said, “Itis the most
amazing place, surrounded
by all this beautiful stuff...
Steve, my husband, encour-
aged me to have an exhibi-
tion, as I had so much stuff
in boxes from my shop.”

The exhibition includes
the work of Melanie Cous-
ins-Ritchie, Claire Sunder-
land, Elena Jenkin, Monique
Tobias, Rachael Binnie,
Trevor Renison and the late
Alistair Whyte. It includes a
diverse range of mediums
including textiles, pottery,
glasswork, and more.

Alistair’s daughters,
Mariko and Tomoko, per-
formed on the handpans
and with silk ribbons at the
event.

The launch was well at-
tended, with the audience
delighted with the beautiful
items on display.

sector.

“This event was held in
conjunction with Diabetes
Victoria and was a chance to
shine a spotlight on diabetes
in the lead up to National
Diabetes Week this month,”
Ms Broad said.

Ms Broad said diabetes
was at least twice as com-
mon among people living in
regional or remote areas of
Victoria compared to those

living in the metropolitan
areas.

“Diabetes is one of the
most significant health
challenges facing my elec-
torate of Northern Victoria,
with thousands of people
living with either Type One,
Type Two or gestational dia-
betes.”

Ms Broad said Northern
Victoria contains some of the
state’s hotspots for diabetes.

“The Victorian Population
Health Survey of 2023 found
that the prevalence of Type
Two diabetes is significantly
higher in adults who live in
the local government areas
of Murrundindi, Wodonga,
Loddon, Mitchell and Yarri-
ambiack," she said.

“For many regional Victo-
rians, managing diabetes is
made more difficult by dis-
tance and limited access to

healthcare services. Patients
often have to travel long dis-
tances to see endocrinolo-
gists, diabetes educators,
podiatrists and other special-
ists. Longer wait times and
workforce shortages in re-
gional health services can de-
lay diagnosis and treatment.”

Ms Broad said complica-
tions of diabetes could in-
clude heart disease, kidney
disease, vision loss and limb

Made in Marysville exhibition

SWIRL: Ribbons outside MiRa.

\

MADE IN MARYSVILLE: Bev and Leigh raser performing.

PHOTO: Anne Richey

now a $5000 winner.

Big Buck

THE Rubicon Hotel's fundraiser for Eildon Golf Club has seen some fabulous prizes
won lately. In the last five weeks, there were two $500 winners, one $1000 winner and

ingo

winnhers

MADE IN MARYSVILLE: Attendees at the eent.

amputations. The event at
Parliament was a unique op-
portunity to bring together
experts in diabetes, Members
of Parliament and most im-
portantly, people living with
diabetes.

National Diabetes Week
runs from July 13 to July 18,
2026. For further informa-
tion, resources and peer sup-
port programs, visit Diabetes
Victoria.

J

PHOTO: Anne Richey

MADE IN MARYSVILLE: Mel Ritchie, Claire Sunderland, Monique Tobias, Mariko, Rachael

Binnie, Tomoko and Trevor Renison,

PHOTO: Anne Richey
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Concerns over road safety in Glenburn

SOME of the residents of
West Bridge Road and Old
Glenburn/Kinglake Road
in Glenburn are calling
for immediate action from
Murrindindi Shire Coun-
cil after more than two
years of reporting serious
safety concerns related to
the current 80 km/h and
100 km/h speed limits
through a rural residen-
tial area and Kinglake Na-
tional Park.

The road borders the
national park and is
used daily by families,
school children walking
to the bus stop, farm-
ers in slow-moving vehi-
cles, and residents who
have no footpaths or safe
shoulder, forcing them to
walk directly on the road.
The area also experiences
heavy wildlife movement,
resulting in frequent
roadkill and dangerous
driver evasions.

The road has become
a popular route for car

clubs and motorbike
groups, with many vehi-
cles travelling well above
the posted limit and over-
taking dangerously on
blind bends, forcing resi-
dents and wildlife to react
quickly.

The residents are now
calling on Murrindindi
Shire Council to immedi-
ately support a speed limit
reduction before a serious
injury or fatality occurs.

They have submitted
three images to council
as evidence of their con-
cerns. These images in-
clude a dead kangaroo
directly under a School
Bus Turning sign, high-
lighting the collision risk
for wildlife and the danger
posed to children walk-
ing to the bus stop; an 80
km/h speed limit sign is
placed on a sharp bend
where drivers have limited
visibility of pedestrians,
animals, and slow-moving
vehicles; and local resi-

5772 1002

dents, including children
and dogs, are shown walk-
ing on the road due to the
complete absence of foot-
paths or safe verges while
vehicles legally travel at 80
km/h.

Residents have under-
taken significant efforts to
have the matter addressed
across the past two years,
including contacting Mur-
rindindi Shire councillors,
conducting a community
survey of 100 households,
reporting weekly wildlife
fatalities and near misses,
documenting high-speed
car and motorcycle activ-
ity, including harassment
of residents, receiving
confirmation that coun-
cil approval is the only
barrier to lowering the
speed limit, presenting

at a council meeting via
Zoom, and responding to
a council-run survey, the
results of which have not
been released to the com-
munity.

1sales@alexandranewspapers.com.au

ANIMAL SERVICES

+ Grooming
* Training

« Behaviour Issues

Call Georgina

0418 556 001

o CANINE BEHAVIOURIST k.
and CERTIFIED MASTER
DOG GROOMER

9 www.pinkdog.com.au

ilN

PiN k(s
* Gene
g ® Fleet

ANIMAL SERVICES

Taggerty
Vet Clinic

Dr Rebecca Parth

20 Knafl Rd, Taggerty
0403 012 996

Alexandra Vet Clinic

BVSc

RACV \VAcc

At Alexandra Service Centre we

wide range of services:

e | og book servicing

ral servicing
car servicing

e Mechanical repairs

e RACV Roadside Assist

® Towing

¢ RACV Pre-Purchase Inspections
e Roadworthys

e Trailer servicing

e Car batteries

¢ Auto electrical repairs

¢ Air conditioning

We now have several courtesy cars
available when booking a service
or repairs

THE ALEXANDRA: EXLDON -

Standard
The en Chronicle

| _AUTOMOTIVE | BRICKLAYING

One of the images provided to council to highlight resident concerns.

Trades
Services

DIRECTORY

Alexandra

BRICKLAYING
CONCRETE & PAVING

No job too big or too small
Free quotes
Call Jarrod, James and Corey

0409 190 502

Electrical Technology

esidential & Commercial
- Solar & Battery Specialists

- CCTV & Alarms - Data & Networking
- Undergrounds & Trenching

- Test & Tag/Scheduled Maintenance
- Large Scale Developments

Ph 0418 543 310

info@e-tec.net.au
www.etecelectrical.com.au
MMO00042 Rec No 12906

BUILDERS |___ELECTRICIANS

| NEW HOMES
H Bl | EXTENSIONS
CONSTRUCTIONS | RENOVATIONS
SCOTT HILL
Registered Builder
0439 730 824

info@hbiconconstructions.com.au

REC-33089
REDGAI E
ELECTRICAL

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
SERVICING THE MURRINDINDI SHIRE

55 Downey St, Alexandra,

ph 5772 1600 Come in and see the team at

0455 317 553

24 HOUR CALL OUTS ° REDGATEELECTRICAL.COM.AU

hbiconstructions.com.au

6A Webster Street, Alexandra
Phone:; 5772 2133

All Animals
Large & Small

Consultations strictly by appointment RBP - DBU 47736 HIA 1169777

Book this

Chrgi%ghsesrfg;ﬂ?rds Burchall Earthmoving S ot n owl
info@chris-tv. . )
"gec Reg-so7-462.605 | | - DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL * ROADWORKS P i'i p *
e T\ , Builders Waste [ Household Waste * DAM WORK "’é’
rls S 6m and 3m bins available for hire * HORSE ARENAS STAND OUT
* GRAVEL SUPPLIES
The Television Reception Speciaist | | AALLISD MNP | | - House & sep sres FROM THE CROWD

® TV & FM radio antennas
e Extra TV wall points ® Surround sound systems Phone Shane M r
¢ Data points & mesh WIFI a
« Starlink, VAST & Foxtel installs 0418 589 240 4

CALL SIMON GOODMAN
0409 997 632

® TV brackets & wall mount TVs ¢ Home theatre
e CCTV security systems

5772 1002

Owner operator with local knowledge

Fully Registered & insured.
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TED

ENGINEERING

e Fabrication and folding ® Fibre optic
laser cutting (up to 16mm mild steel)
e Sandblasting e Steel and aluminium
welding e Onsite welding available
e Ute trays and canopies

. (03) 5772 2132 | B 0427 937 404
10 Peterkin Place, Alexandra VIC 3714

www.huntedengineering.com.au
Office hours: Mon-Thurs: 8am-4:30pm. Fri: 8am-1pm.

1R

SITE CUTS s, DRIVEWAYS ¢ DAMS
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT;

@ 0490 850 174

5772 1002

1sales@alexandranewspapers.com.au

DSCREENS & GLASS

Servicing the Murrindindi Shire
for 35 years
&t ON SITE 24 hour service
8 Automotive glass
38 Household needs
% Shower screens 1 Shop fronts

Call Steve Heard

YOUR LOCAL GLAZIE
0427 577 839

|____EXCAVATION ___§ _ GLAZIERS | PLANNING SERVICES J| _ TREE SERVICES |

THE ALEXAND:

@he lea Chronicle

MANSFIELDPOWE

BIG'BRANDS. BETTER DEALS.

Kubota STIHL "-._..GleszeL' PILARIS

Sales, Service and Parts

03 5775 2711

Trades
Services

DINDI

GLASS & GLAZING

¢ Residential and commercial
glass replacement
* New work
e Quality double glazing
e Mirrors
e Splash-backs
e Shower screens
¢ Pet doors into single and double glazed

ROB - 0439 141 812

Navy Blue Planning

Urban and Regional Planning Specialists

+ Town Planning Advice
+ Planning Approvals
+ Subdivision

Melbourne | Yea | Mansfield | Alexandra

0419 006 014

www.navyblueplanning.com.au
admin@navyblueplanning.com.au

DIRECTORY

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

e Commercial & residential block clearing
e Deadwood and weight reduction

e 24-hour emergency call outs

e Tree and stump removal

® Pruning and shaping VL

¢ 3.6 Tonne excavator *
e Insurance works -

e Storm damage .; \e
EASTERN

TREE MANAGEMENT

Andrew Bates: 0488 990 393
Kate Bates: 0407 555 440

\“' S TREGJ’
Y

« Insured « Experienced « Reliable
« Competitive » Qualified

TREE & STUMP REMOVALS

Servicing Murrindindi & Mansfield Shires

57789603 JASON 0413671066

____EXCAVATION | LEGAL SERVICES PLUMBERS WATER BORING

KEATH’S EXCAVATIONS P/L, YARCK

EARTH MOVING

Excavators — Dozers - Graders
Scrapers — Loaders - Rollers
Backhoe - Water Carts
Low Loader - Tippers
Trucks & Trailers

All equipment operated by qualified operators

PERSONAL SUPERVISION
- 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Phone 5773 4242 / Mobile 0428 577 951
keathsexa@bigpond.com

D) Bell

D) Legal & Planning

Lawyers and
Town Planning Consultants

Angelina Bell
Principal Solicitor
0448 793 795

admin@belllegalplanning.com.au

Lic. No. 108688

> &L Wood

==

ANDREW WO0OD
0488 559 091

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, GAS FITTING,
HOT WATER SERVICES, SEWER, SEPTIC,
HEATING & EMERGENCY SERVICE

: % North West Drilling

Extensive experience in drilling for
water in Mansfield, Alexandra and
surrounding areas.

Established since 1976.

For answers to all your questions
and a no obligation free quote

Contact GRAHAM BRENNAN
Phone/Fax: (03) 9436 1982
Mobile: 0409 362 289
northwest.drilling@bigpond.com
www.northwestdrilling.com.au

EXCAVATORHIRE || LEGAL SERVICES || SERVICE STATIONS

---- FOR HIRE ----

D6T dozer
Cat 12 h/grader
16T excavator
D5M dozer
Tipper
Water cart
Hay and Silage

Ernie Hadfield

(20 years experience)

0429 931 127
ernie.hadfield@bigpond.com

Louise Brennan
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

1560 Goulburn Valley
Highway, Alexandra

Mobile 0418 414 875
Phone 5773 2298
Fax 5773 2294

Simpsong

Fuelling North East Victoria since 1953
with quality products and great service.

Supplying bulk fuels to
your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your
needs with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,
greases and solvents.

Ampol Alexandra | Ampol Eildon | Mansfield Diesel Stop

03 5772 1205

www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

MeMASTER == ncmme
CONTRACTOR

All general farm fencing, cattle yards, sheep yards,
vineyards, on site welding and oxy work.
Tree plantation ripping.

2 hydraulic post drivers and pneaumatic drivers.
GRASS SLASHING 4 extra heavy duty slashers
GENERAL FREIGHT Hay, timber, wool, steel,
grapes, machinery

GLEN (HORACE) McMASTER
57972921
Mobile 0417 529 809

| FENCING || MECHANICAL REPAIRS TREE REMOVAL
»- ) e

Boz
Miljkovic
Mechanic

Alexandra Automotive
VACC

61 Downey Street, Alexandra
Ph (03) 5772 3232

* General Car Servicing
* Repairs & Tuning
* Batteries
* Road Worthy Certificates
* Disc & Drum Machining
e Front Ends & Suspension

Advanced
TREE CARE

Servicing N.E. Victoria

v Tree Removal

v Chipping v Qualified
Climbers & Arborists
v Fully Insured v Falling v Mulching
v Stump Removal v Tower Hire

v/ Free Quotes

Please call Michael on
0449 810 683 0409 855 925

BUILD
YOUR
BUSINESS!

Advertise in your local
Trades & Services Directory
every Wednesday in the
Alexandra Standard
and Yea Chronicle.
isales@alexandrastandard.com.au

57721002
The Hea Cheonicle

Standaxrd
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classifieds@
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WHEN
TO BOOK

By 12noon
Monday

43 GRANT STREET
ALEXANDRA

Che *en Chronicle

THE ALEXANDRA ' EILDON + MARYSVILLE

Standaxrd

UBRA

Murrindindi

East U3A

is holding their
AGM on Monday
July 20,2026 at

10.30am at the

Alexandra Race
Club in Alexandra.

Annual General
Meeting

of the Alexandra
and District Senior

Citizens Club will

be held on Friday

July 17, 2026,
commencing at 1pm
in the Bayley Street
Clubroom.

YEA RACING CLUB AGM

Will be held at the Yea Racecourse in the Club
House at 6pm on Wednesday, August 26.

We would like to invite nominations for
election to Committee and invite to members
to submit business for consideration.

All members and interested supporters
are invited to attend.

Sarah, secretary.
Email - yearacing@gmail.com
Phone - 0489 229 129

Classifieds
Work!

Phone: 035772 1002

s Emailyouradvert

Manufacturing Operator

Valley Seeds are committed to producing
high quality seed products that support
farmers across Australia. We are seeking
casual workers at our Yarck warehouse
to join our manufacturing team for
immediate start.
Key responsibilities:
«  Operate and monitor seed packing
equipment
Perform regular maintenance and
cleaning of machinery
Ensure product quality meets
company and industry standards
Accurately complete production
and inventory records
Maintain a clean and safe work
environment
Follow all safety and operational
protocols

Please email your resume to
ccollett@valleyseeds.com

FITNESS
EQUIPMENT

Rental and
Sales Alexandra
Treadmills,

X- trainers,
exercise bikes,
rowers and more.

PH:0407 231 377

PETS & LIVESTOCK

freerangehens.com.au

FREE
RANGE HENS

Isa Brown Pullets
Pol $35ea.
Pick-up in

Alexandraor Yea

Becky & Hugh
035798 1868

classifieds@nemedia.com.au

EMPLOYEES/ JOB SEEKERS...

Ask about our Regional Jobs Deal

Wit \

- news,

g for candidates. Reach them.

Regional Jobs Package, one job advertisement runs across four regional
rs, delivering greater reach and a broader candidate pool.

If you don't use it...

Sellit!

Classifieds
get results.

Phone 5772 1002 today.

"""" The Hea Cheonicle  Manstield Courier  The Guvoa Gazeffe

Standaxrd

» Find the right person, faster. » Book your job ad today and see it fly.

Call: (03) 5772 1002 e: classifieds@nemedia.com.au
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An update from Samsung on the
Rubicon solar farm

STEPHEN Mitchell, De-
velopment Manager at Sam-
sung C&T Renewable En-
ergy Australia (SREA), was
contacted for an update on
the progress of the planned
Rubicon solar farm.

He stated, "I can confirm
the project remains active

within our development
pipeline. Project investiga-
tions have continued this
year alongside ongoing gov-
ernment agency and stake-
holder engagement.

"At this stage we are
working through internal
processes that are part of

the normal project develop-
ment lifecycle. We do not
have any material updates,
however remain committed
to engaging with stakehold-
ers when we have informa-
tion to share and engage
further on. Our timeline is
to submit a planning per-

mit application within the
year."

They were also asked
about the challenges of fog
in the valley and the im-
pact on solar output, how
they will mitigate fire risk,
how they will protect local
waterways, how the amen-

ity of neighbouring proper-
ties will be protected, how
neighbouring property
owners will be compen-
sated for any reduction in
property values, how the
grass beneath the solar pan-
els will be kept low, whether
the project will be sold at

planning approval stage or
early in the active stage, and
for assurances that the in-
frastructure will be removed
at end-of-life under all cir-
cumstances.

Their responses to the
questions will be published
in an upcoming edition.

Planting more trees on
farms

LANDHOLDERS across Victoria are being
supported to integrate more trees into their
farming systems, following an extension of
the Victorian Trees on Farms (VIoF) Pro-
gram.

The program and Professional Service
Provider Register has been extended to No-
vember 1, giving eligible landholders more
time to apply for grants to establish trees on
their properties.

Through the Victorian Trees on Farms
Program, landholders can access grants of
up to $40,000 to deliver on-ground works
such as shelterbelts, riparian planting and
revegetation projects.

The program supports farmers to improve
productivity and build resilience, while
delivering environmental benefits includ-
ing better soil health, reduced erosion, in-
creased carbon sequestration and enhanced
biodiversity.

Agriculture Victoria Acting Executive Di-
rector Forestry and Fibre Industry Liam Cos-
tello said the extension would support more
landholders to take part in the program.

The VToF program builds on the Victorian
Government’s broader investment in plan-
tation development and farm forestry, help-
ing landholders diversify income and make
the most of their land.

For more information about the program,
visit agriculture.vic.gov.au/vtof

New bond option for
renters

RENTERS have until now been forced to
pay thousands of dollars for a new bond be-
fore receiving the refund from their previous
rental home, but from today eligible renters
can choose to move their existing bond to
their new home.

Tenants Victoria CEO Jennifer Beveridge
said the scheme makes a massive difference
for renters navigating a tough housing mar-
ket.

“Moving is stressful enough without hav-
ing to find thousands of extra dollars to
pay a new bond. At the same time people
are scraping together rent in advance, fac-
ing moving costs and often still paying rent
on the property they’re leaving. This can
amount to thousands of dollars in one hit,”
Ms Beveridge said.

“This reform makes that process fairer.
It means renters have access to their own
money at a time when they really need it and
won'’t be left out of pocket waiting for a re-
fund. For the state’s approximately 657,000
rental households, this is a massive relief
given the heavy financial burden and ad-
ministrative hassle of moving.”

Under the scheme, eligible renters can
opt in to move their existing bond to a new
rental property. The Victorian Government
guarantees the existing bond amount to the
rental provider until any claim is finalised.

The government will cover any claims
against the old bond, and the renter will
then pay the government, not the rental
provider.

Seeds of Renewal program to support
regional communities

ANZ has opened applica-
tions for its 2026 Seeds of Re-
newal program, committing
$250,000 in funding to help
strengthen and sustain remote,
rural and regional communities
across Australia. Grants of up to
$15,000 are available for eligible
not-for-profit and community
organisations.

Delivered in partnership with
FRRR (Foundation for Rural and
Regional Renewal), the program
is marking its 24th year in 2026

and continues to back grass-
roots initiatives that respond
to local challenges and unlock
long-term community benefit.
This year, funding will focus
on four key priority areas.
Financial wellbeing initiatives
that improve economic partici-
pation, particularly for under-
represented and disadvantaged
people in the community. For
example, building financial lit-
eracy and vocational skills and
providing access to meaningful

work.

Housing access initiatives
and programs that support
those experiencing, or at risk of,
homelessness, or that provide
housing support for people liv-
ing with disability.

Environmental sustainability
initiatives that restore and con-
serve the natural environment
or contribute to lower carbon
emissions, water stewardship
and waste minimisation.

Assisting local communities

Alexandra and District Senior Citizens

By Honorary Secretary Mike
Jennings

THE Alexandra and Dis-
trict Senior Citizens Club
week opened with the Bridge
players in action on Wednes-
day before the business
meeting on Friday. This was
followed by a very informa-

tive and thought-provoking
presentation by Jeanie Hur-
rey from Alexandra District
Health on Advanced Care
Planning. While most of us
oldies have a will there is
so much more to be done.
If you are unwell and not
able to communicate your
preferences for care to oth-

ers, who would you want to
speak for you? What would
you want them to say? For
more information, visit ad-
vancecareplanning.org.au

A big thank you to Jeanie
for getting us thinking. The
usual refreshments followed
before the card games and
the members added chess to

to thrive, which includes pro-
jects that either enable vibrant
communities, where everyone
can participate and build a bet-
ter life, or create sustainable
communities that help deliver
demonstrable medium to long-
term economic sustainability.

Applications for the Seeds of
Renewal program opened July
1 and close at 5pm on July 30.
For more information, visit frrr.
org.au/funding/anz-seeds-of-
renewal

Club report

the itinerary.

The club AGM will be held
in the Bayley Street clu-
broom on Friday, July 17
commencing at 1pm and the
Christmas in July lunch will
be at the Rubicon Hotel at
Thornton on July 24. Come
along and join in. Meanwhile
stay safe and keep smiling.

Take action for family fire safety this winter

VICTORIA'S fire services are
urging residents to ensure they
have working smoke alarms
and a home fire escape plan, as
new figures show an increase in
the number of preventable fire
fatalities last year.

Across Victoria, figures com-
piled by CFA and Fire Rescue
Victoria (FRV) show there were
21 preventable residential fire
fatalities in 2025.

This compares with 18 equiv-
alent fatalities in 2024, with the
highest number of deaths re-
corded during winter.

The majority of fatal fires in
2025, 85 per cent, started in
bedrooms or living rooms.

Now, with many families on
school holidays, CFA and FRV
are calling on all Victorians to
take action to help reduce the
number of preventable fire fa-
talities by ensuring their homes
are fitted with working smoke
alarms and that all occupants
have a practised home fire es-
cape plan.

FRV Acting Deputy Com-
missioner Community Safety
and Operational Training Mark
Carter AFSM said simple meas-
ures could significantly reduce
the risks posed by house fires.

"When a fire breaks out, it
spreads extremely quickly,

meaning you, your family and
other people you live with
could have just seconds to es-
cape," he said.

"These school holidays we're
asking families to check their
smoke alarms, replace those
that are not working or are
more than 10 years old, and
practise their home fire escape
plan.

"It is important to involve
children who live in the home.

"Research shows that chil-
dren aged up to four years are
at increased risk in the event
of a fire, so a home fire escape
plan supported by working
smoke alarms could save lives."

Acting Deputy Commis-
sioner Carter said a home fire
escape plan should be tailored
to the living environment and
the abilities of everyone in the
home, including young chil-
dren, older people and those
with mobility issues.

CFA Chief Officer Jason Hef-
fernan AFSM said an effective
home fire escape plan starts
with having working smoke
alarms fitted throughout the
home.

"Most fire fatalities are pre-
ventable. If you think you are
going to wake up during a
house fire, think again.

"There are gases in the room
putting you further to sleep, so
a smoke alarm is really the only
thing that will ensure you are
alerted when a fire occurs and
give you the opportunity to es-
cape," Chief Officer Heffernan
said.

"We recommend intercon-

nected smoke alarms, so that
when one goes off, all smoke
alarms will sound across the
home.

"If you have battery-operat-
ed smoke alarms, remember
to check and test them regu-
larly and replace their batteries
yearly."
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Whoooo knew? Owls are raptors too

The Powerful Owl (Ni-
nox strenua) and the Aus-
tralian Boobook (Ninox
boobook) are featured this
month in the Goulburn Bro-
ken Catchment Manage-
ment Authority’s 2026 Year
of the Raptor community
awareness campaign.

Goulburn Broken CMA
project officer, Janice Men-
tiplay-Smith, said it could be
surprising to learn owls are
raptors, carnivorous birds of
prey that hunt and feed on
live prey including rabbits,
rodents, fish, lizards and
other birds.

“With their flat, feathery
faces known as facial discs,
large forward-facing eyes,
upright stance and circles
of feathers under their eyes,
they don’t look much like a
traditional raptor, such as
a Wedge-tailed Eagle,” Ms
Mentiplay-Smith said.

“However, their sharp tal-
ons, curved beak and abil-
ity to ‘fly silent’ paired with
their exceptional vision and
hearing, put them firmly in
the raptor category.”

Ms Mentiplay-Smith said
owls have some very useful
hunting skills.

“Unlike other raptors,
owls can turn their head up
to 270 degrees to help them
locate prey. They also have
asymmetrical ears, so any
noise made by potential prey
reaches each ear at slightly
different times which helps

them to precisely pinpoint
the location of the next meal.
“As well, their sound ab-

sorbing feathers reduce
the noise of their flapping
wings.”

Owls, like other raptors,
regurgitate the non-nutri-
tious parts of their prey. Sev-
eral hours after eating they
produce a pellet of ‘lefto-
vers’. Once rid of the unnec-
essary bits and pieces, they
are ready to hunt and eat
again.

Australia is home to 11 owl
species. Those that call the
Goulburn Broken catchment
home vary greatly in size be-
tween species: the smallest
is the Australian Boobook
which weighs around 300
grams and measures around
30 centimetres. The largest is
the Powerful Owl which can
have a wingspan up to 1.4
metres and weigh approxi-
mately 1.4 kilograms.

“As Australia’s largest owl,
the Powerful Owl lives in
large tracts of forest where
it can access territory, nest-
ing hollows and food,” Ms
Mentiplay-Smith said.

“A menu favourite is the
Brushtail Possum, which
also relies on tree hollows,
emphasising the importance
of retaining large old trees
which has this important
habitat. Tree hollow loss is
one of the challenges faced
by the Powerful Owl.”

Powerful Owls have a

slow, double-note ‘whoo-
hoo’ call that can be heard
across one or more kilome-
tres. In comparison, Aus-
tralia’s smallest owl, the
Australian Boobook has a
distinctive two-toned call
that sounds like ‘mopoke’
or ‘morepork’; a word that
is often used as its common
name.

Like all owls, the Austral-
ian Boobook has excellent
night-time vision, however,
possibly as an evolutionary
trade off, it does not perceive
colour very well. Its wing-
span is between 60 to 80
centimetres and it can weigh
up to 300 grams.

The Australian Boobook
feeds on insects and small
mammals, including micro-
bats, which it catches mid-
air. Ground dwelling prey is
pounced upon once spotted
from a tall perch.

Tuesday, August 4 is In-
ternational Owl Awareness
Day where you can celebrate
and learn about owls from
around the world.

Bush Heritage features
interesting stories about
owls of Australia and Birdlife
Australia’s citizen science
Powerful Owl Project. The
Birdlife website provides
interesting reading on how
everyday people are assist-
ing the survival of the Pow-
erful Owl in the challeng-
ing urban environments of
South-east Queensland and

An Australian boobook:

Greater Sydney.

Bird watching is an enjoy-
able way to see the Goulburn
Broken catchment's beau-
tiful birdlife, including its
amazing raptors. Local bird-
ing group Murray Goulburn
BirdLife meet monthly to
conduct outings and enjoy
the local environment. The

next outing is scheduled for
Saturday, July 18 for a Man-
galore and Seymour River
walk. For more information,
contact:  robertsdon680@
gmail.com

Learning more about a
species and its requirements
is a positive first step in help-
ing it and the environment it

PHOTO: Bob Jenkins

relies on. BirdLife Australia’s
Raptor Group promotes the
conservation, management
and study of Australia's birds
of prey and fosters commu-
nication and cooperation
among raptor enthusiasts
across Australasia. For more
information visit https://
ausraptorgroup.org

Don't forget your flu vaccination this winter season

VICTORIANS are being
urged to prepare for the up-
coming surge in seasonal
respiratory illnesses. Pub-
lic health experts warn that
lower case numbers earlier
in the season means Vic-
toria will see a late winter
spike.

It's not too late to get a
flu or COVID-19 vaccina-
tion to protect yourself and
your loved ones, and to re-
duce the severity of symp-
toms. Victorians are being
encouraged to save EDs and
Triple Zero for the sickest

patients.

Urgent Care Clinics

Open late seven days a
week, Victoria’s 38 Urgent
Care Clinics also offer care
for free, without a Medicare
card.

Staffed by GPs and nurs-
es, they treat a range of cas-
es such as sprains, broken
bones, cuts, and mild infec-
tions.

Chemist Care Now

As well as vaccinations,
Victorians can also access
care at one of 900 pharma-
cies participating in the

Chemist Care Now program.

It helps people avoid a
trip to the GP for conditions
like uncomplicated UTIs
or musculoskeletal pain, as
well as a prescription for the
oral contraceptive pill.

Since launching, highly
trained pharmacists across
the state have delivered al-
most 100,000 services, the
majority to women.

Virtual Emergency De-
partment

The Victorian Govern-
ment’s Virtual Emergency
Department connects Vic-

torians with emergency doc-
tors and nurses via video
call, 24/7.

This free service provides
fast and convenient access
to advice from clinicians
without any need to leave
home.

Since launching in 2020,
the Virtual ED has delivered
more than 900,000 consul-
tations. In the past vyear,
around 83 per cent of pa-
tients who used the service
avoided an unnecessary trip
to hospital.

Nurse-on-call

Nurse-on-call also offers
24/7 care, with registered
nurses providing immedi-
ate, expert advice.

Victorians should call Tri-
ple Zero in emergencies, but
non-urgent cases may be
directed to alternative care
options.

Information on Victoria’s
urgent care services and im-
munisations can be found at
betterhealth.vic.gov.au

Minister for Health and
Minister for Ambulance Ser-
vices Harriet Shing said, "It’s
easier than ever to get your

flu shot, and with a later flu
season this year we're urg-
ing people to get a vaccina-
tion to reduce the risks and
symptoms, particularly if
you're in a higher risk group.

“Wherever you live, Vic-
torians have more care ac-
cessible and convenient op-
tions than ever before, like
the Virtual ED and Chemist
Care Now.

“We'’re urging Victorians
to prepare now and to help
keep our EDs and ambu-
lance lights and sirens for
life-threatening cases.”

Yea Pony Club visit Locksley for July rally
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THE Yea Pony Club travelled to Tri Star Quarter Horse Stud in Locksley for their July

rally, where they were hosted by Martin and Leanne and were able to ride their ponies

undercover.

PONY CLUB: Riding undercover in Locksley.
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Tigers tamed by Rebels:
Alexandra Football Netball Club

THE Alexandra Rebels
travelled to Yea with wins
to both sides essential to se-
cure/maintain their finals
campaign in a task not made
easy given the clubs contin-
ued long list of injured/una-
vailable players.

Reserves
Yea 5.7-37 defeated by Al-
exandra 6.11-47

The fifth placed Rebels
with four members from
last year’s premiership team
faced a danger game against
sixth placed Yea. In a hard-
fought low scoring game it
was the Rebels’ three goal
second quarter that broke
the game open holding on
throughout the second half
for a 10 point victory. Luke
James and Jesse Ellks made
welcome returns from injury
with strong performances.

Lachlan Collard in defence
and on ballers Cooper Phil-
lips were again prime mov-
ers. Young players Josh Crane
as well as Will Clarke contin-
ue to improve each week.

Goal kickers: Will Clarke
two, Shannon Galloway one,
Luke James one, Cooper Phil-
lips one, Tim Polson one.

Awards: Shannon Group
Award, Luke James; Future
Fit Finance Award, Josh
Crane; RUOAK Hotel Award,
Cooper Phillips; Buxton Ho-
tel Award, Lachlan Collard.

Seniors
Yea 6.9-45 defeated by Al-
exandra 19.9-123

The inclusion of Ben
Cooper and Will Goyder was
offset by the loss of Josh Ed-
ward’s and Cameron Bishop.
The boys took to the heavy
Yea Recreation Reserve and
despite a heavy injury list

turned in a four-quarter
domination over their oppo-
nents in one of their best per-
formances of the year.

Listing best players seems
a little unfair given the com-
mitment and contribution of
all selected however it would
be unfair not to mention Sam
Critchley with five goals in a
best on ground performance.
Nick Meehan with his dash
out of defence turning de-
fence into attack.

Young ruckman Brad
Johnson continues to im-
press with another strong
performance, Connor Hea-
slip, Harry Aikman and
Johnathon Grimwade as well
as Peter Cairns were again se-
rious contributors.

Goal kickers: Sam Critch-
ley five, Ben Jack, Peter
Cairns, Brad Johnson and
Will Goyder two each, La-
chlan Nankervis, Harry Cor-
rea, Ryan Lucas, Ben Cooper,
Steve Steiner and Cal Howell
with one each.

Awards: Kervale Award,
Nick Meehan; O’Briens Real
Estate, Brad Johnson; RUOAK
Hotel Award, Sam Critchley;
Buxton Hotel Award, Conor
Heaslip.

The importance and tim-
ing of next week’s bye cannot
be more crucial in reduc-
ing the list of injured players
with the finals only six weeks
away.

Under 18
Healesville 15.9-99 defeat-
ed Alexandra 1.2-8

The Alexandra Under 18s
made the early trip to Heales-
ville last Saturday morning
with just 18 players follow-
ing four late unavailability’s.
Despite the long day and

Seniors player Ryan Lucas making a muddy dash with the football.

the challenge of being un-
dermanned, the boys never
stopped competing and
showed great determination
from start to finish. Heales-
ville proved too strong on the
day, running out comfort-
able winners, with Sam Har-
ris kicking Alexandra’s lone
goal.

Awards: Bowens Award,
Matt Wal; Kia Chadstone
Award, Ryder Brady; AFNC
Club Voucher, Max Young;
Coaches Award, Jayd Bennet.

Netball results

A Grade

Yea 63 defeated Alexandra
35

Incentive Award, Darcy
Doyle; Corner Hotel Award,
Ava Krijt.

B Grade

Yea 58 defeated Alexandra
34

Incentive Award, Rachel
Cooper; Corner Hotel Award,
Caeley Palmer.

C Grade
Yea 37 defeated Alexandra
26

RUOAK Hotel Award,
Lizzie Butcher; Corner Hotel
Award, Kate Broadway.

Under 17s

Alexandra 38 defeated Se-
ville White 14

Koala Cherries Award,

Cassie Kidd; Corner Hotel
Award, Asher Kaiser.

This weekend will be a
quieter one for the senior
football and netball pro-
grams, with the Seniors, Re-
serves and A, B and C Grade

netball teams all enjoying a
well-earned bye.

The Under 18 footballers
will make the trip to Mt Eve-
lyn on Saturday looking to
put in another strong perfor-
mance, while the Under 17
netballers head back to Yea,
this time to take on Emerald.

Saturday also marks one
of the biggest social events
on the club calendar, with
the Alexandra Football Net-
ball Club hosting its annual
Sponsors and Patrons Day.
This year’s special guest
speaker is Geelong great and
Triple M personality Billy
Brownless, who is sure to
provide an afternoon full of
laughs and entertainment.

Tickets are still avail-
able, and anyone wishing
to attend can contact Kylie
Cairns on 0409 932 761 to

PHOTO: Submitted.
secure their place.

The junior football and
netball competitions re-
turn this weekend following
the school holiday break.
At home, the Under Nine,
Under 10 and Under 12
football teams will take on
Wandong, while the Under
14s host Kyabram and the
Under 16s face Seymour.

The junior netballers
begin the round on Fri-
day night, with the Under
11 Red team travelling to
Nagambie. On Sunday, Un-
der 11 Black take on Broad-
ford, Under 15 Black meet
Alexandra Red in a club der-
by, Under 13 Black face St
Mary’s Yellow, while Under
13 Red have the bye.

The club wish all the
teams the very best of luck
and encourage everyone to

All-abili

APPLICATIONS are now
open for the third round
of the Regional All Abilities
Participation Grants.

Grants of up to $25,000

are available across three
categories: Equipment and
Travel, Inclusion Workforce
and Disability-led Initia-
tives.

Grants can be used to
purchase equipment such
as sports wheelchairs, sen-
sory balls, throwing frames,
modified bats and racquets,

helping to ensure safe and
inclusive participation.
Grants can also create more
volunteer opportunities for
people with disability to

become coaches, adminis-
trators, and sports leaders.
Funding will also help cover
travel costs to competitions
and festivals, or support or-

ties sport grants now open, up to $25,000

ganisations to develop their
own all-abilities programs.

For more information and
to apply, visit sport.vic.gov.
au/funding

Sporting grants for

NINE grassroots sport
organisations in the Eildon
district, including two in
Murrindindi Shire, are set
to bolster their volunteer
skills, score uniforms and
equipment or deliver a new
sport program, thanks to
the Victorian Government.

Member for Northern
Victoria Jaclyn Symes an-

nounced the successful ap-
plicants of the latest round
of the state government’s
Sporting Club Grants Pro-
gram.

“The  Sporting  Club
Grants Program is giving
grassroots sports clubs in
Northern Victoria the sup-
port they need to grow
their ranks and help more

two Murrindindi Shire clubs announced

people play the sports they
love," Ms Symes said.

In Murrindindi Shire, Yea
Bowls Club Inc and Lake
Eildon Rowing Club were
successful applicants.

The program provides
grants of up to $1000 for
uniforms and equipment;
up to $1500 for resourc-
es that improve govern-

ance and engagement; up
to $5000 for projects to
strengthen  volunteering
and officiating; up to $5000
to deliver a new sport or
recreation program and up
to $750 to support athlete
travel.

By providing more op-
portunities for clubs and
organisations to build on

their capabilities, this pro-
gram future proofs grass-
roots sport and recreation
by ensuring clubs have the
skills they need to take their
game to the next level.

The program is backed
by the Regional Commu-
nity Sport Development
Fund that is delivering in-
frastructure upgrades and

other programs includ-
ing the Regional Commu-
nity Sport Infrastructure
Fund to help more regional
Victorians get active and be
part of their local sporting
club.

For more information
about the fund and the lat-
est recipients visit sport.
vic.gov.au
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Eildon Golf Club match report

By PUTTAMATIC
HELLO everyone and
welcome to the Eildon

Golf Club weekly report.
On a cool day and with the
weather being a bit threat-
ening, 11 brave souls took
part in a two person Am-

brose competition.

There were a few light
showers throughout the
day with the odd smatter-
ing of sunshine, but the day
was a lot of fun. It cleared
beautifully well after the
competition was over. The
course was a bit damp and

all cart drivers had to be
careful to pick their paths
through, but it was very
playable. A couple of wet
greens but the course is
holding up well consider-
ing the rain.

The winners last week
were Grant Walters and

Kerry Power nett 65. Run-
ner-up was Shane Barrand
and Brett Lyon nett 67.75
and ball run Phil Gour-
lay and Brett Lyon on a
countback with nett 67.75.
Nearest the pin winners,
no winners on the fifth or
11th, Phil Gourlay was the

closest on the 12th and the
14th. Entry draw winner
Nick Munro and Nick also
won the swindle draw.
Next week the club have
a par two person four
ball best ball BYO partner
competition, this is always
an interesting and chal-

lenging day. The weather
is looking encouraging
for Saturday so make the
effort it should be a great
day.

Congratulation to all
winners and look forward
to seeing you at the club
soon.

Muddy ground doesn't dampen Roos' spirits

by Sophia Weaver

LAST Saturday after-
noon, the Thornton-
Eildon District Football
Netball Club faced off
against Yea at the Ti-
gers' home ground. A
tough 106 to zero loss
did not muddy the wa-
ters for the Roos, who
kept their spirits high
despite the challenging
conditions.

With Yea being the
closest club to Thorn-
ton and the game
scheduled for a late
4.45pm start, it felt
like the entire day had
passed before the play-
ers finally stepped onto
the ground. In fact, a
few dedicated players
arrived at the Yea oval
very early just to watch
TEDFNC runner Jimmy
play for the Alexandra
Reserves team in their
clash against the Ti-
gers.

Two games had al-
ready been played on
the oval before it was
time for the ball up in
the women’s game. The
ground was a complete
mess of thick mud.
This mud necessitated
abandoning the center
circle, moving play to
a space off to the side
that was much less
slippery and safer for
the rucks. Thornton
certainly did not make
any play easy for Yea.
They worked incredibly
hard in defense and got
very muddy in the pro-
cess.

As Coach Tash Hay
said in her post-game
statement, "What con-
tinues to blow my mind
week after week is the
fight this team shows
every single game. It
doesn't matter whether
we're playing the team
at the top of the ladder
or one in the middle of
the pack, we always go
out and give absolutely
everything we have.

"The scoreboard may
not always reflect the
effort the Roos put in,
but anyone watching
can see the determi-
nation and strength
this group brings every
week. Honestly, I wish
there was a scoreboard
for effort, because I
think we'd be sitting at
the top of the ladder."

When the game fin-
ished, instead of walk-
ing off the ground with
heads held low, the los-
ing side gleefully seized
their coach. They slid
her right into the mud
before lots of players
lined up, ran, and slid
on their bellies into the
muck. With laughter,
glee, and mud every-
where, the day ended
with smiles from ear
to ear, leaving Coach
Tash regretting her of-
fer to wash everyone’s
jerseys.

Gameday award win-
ners: Ella Dean, Al-
ice Fitzgerald, Anita
Cabric.

Next week is another
late game at Woori Yal-
lock, 4.45pm.

Severe lack of golf for
Alexandra Golf Club due
to wet weather

by Dave Silverman

UNFORTUNATELY  the
rain came, and came and
came some more, and the
net result for the Alexandra
Golf Club was that there was
no competition held last
week.

In fact, the course has
been closed since last Thurs-
day. At the time of writing,
it had just been announced
that the course would re-

open from Monday, July 6,
but carts will not be permit-
ted on the course until fur-
ther notice.

Theother good newsis that
the club's main dam, which
has looked like a moonscape
for many months, is now
chock-a-block full.

So, with no golf to talk
about, a couple of timely
notices. Firstly, a reminder
to all members that your
2026/27 fees are now due

and payable. If you haven'’t
received your renewal no-
tice yet, please let Sharyn
Petrzela know, and she will
sort you out.

Secondly, if you are a busi-
ness, or even an individual,
who would like to become
a sponsor of the golf club,
they'd love to hear from you,
and you also should contact
Sharyn for details, by email-
ing her at sharyn.petrzela@
gmail.com

Bechet, after a dive into a puddle to stop a goal.

PHOTO: Teddy Photography.
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The team after the match. PHOTO: Teddy Photography.

Play in the mud between Yea and Thornton Eildon.

PHOTO: Teddy Photography.

Nothing much to report at
Marysville Golf Club

by Lesley Rundle

THIS report should per-
haps be titled ‘Marysville
Golf Club nothing much
to report’ as the week of
heavy rain and strong
winds kept golfers at home
rather than on the golf
course. Last Thursday was
a particularly wild day and
no one ventured out to
play in the usual nine-hole
competition.

The course while wet in
patches remained open
and golfers played a stroke
round for the July month-

ly medal and the second
round of the Winter Ag-
gregate. The ladies win-
ner of the medal was the
ever stoic and consistent
Gail Leigh (12) with nett
75 and Michele Mansfield
(26), who recently returned
from a memorable holiday
overseas, was the runner
up with nett 81. Gail also
won the Winter Aggregate
with nett 146.

Peter Lilley (16) with nett
73 won the men’s medal
followed by Steve Coker
(19) with nett 75. Glen Rat-
tay and Keith Atwell will

play in a play-off for the
men’s Winter Aggregate
next week having each fin-
ished with nett 152. The
nearest the pins were won
by Gail Leigh, Brett Mans-
field and Glen Rattay who
also won the Golden Shot.
Peter Lilley won the put-
ting with 26 putts.

Next Saturday golfers
will each play four ball best
ball ‘with a twist’ whereby
two stableford scores are
combined when names are
randomly drawn after play.
The winning combination
win the day.
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Yea and Alexandra

YEA and Alexandra Football Net-
ball Clubs clashed at the Yea Recrea-
tion Reserve last weekend in muddy
conditions. Alexandra came away
winners in the football categories,
while Yea were strong in their netball
performances.

The Yea senior women'’s team took
on Thornton-Eildon in Yea and came
away victorious, 106 to zero.

Football

Seniors

Yea 45 defeated by Alexandra 123
Reserves

Yea 37 defeated by Alexandra 47

Netball

A Grade

Yea 63 defeated Alexandra 45
B Grade

Yea 58 defeated Alexandra 34
C Grade

Yea 37 defeated Alexandra 26
D Grade had the bye.
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