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Pride flag raised for IDAHOBIT

LAST Friday, Murrindindi Shire Council

celebrated IDAHOBIT, the International
Day Against LGBTQIA+ Discrimination,
by raising the Pride Flag at their council
offices in Alexandra, Yea, and Kinglake.

They also raised awareness by handing
out information about IDAHOBIT at pop-
up stands in Alexandra and Yea, and by
keeping the Pride Flag raised until the end
of June to celebrate Pride month.

The council Facebook post stated,
“Why is it important to celebrate this day,
not just today, but every day? Because
LGBTQIA+ people in Australia still
experience disproportionate rates of
bullying, harassment and discrimination.

“As part of the shared community
vision, council strive to create an inclusive
community, embrace diversity and
encourage the participation of all.

“IDAHOBIT is a day for the
communities to go rainbow and stand up
against discrimination. Whether you’re
part of the LGTBQIA+ community or
you’re an ally, today we stand together.”

Council office. -S

Murrindindi

Shire Council

Cr Sandice McAulay raising the Pride flag in Alexandra. -S

Consultation opens for
Murray Darling Basin Plan

THE Victorian Government is aiming to protect the nation’s food bowl
and the future of regional communities while also meeting Victoria’s
obligations under the Murray Darling Basin Plan.

Minister for Water Harriet Shing has published Planning Our Basin
Future Together: A prospectus to safeguard Victoria’s environments
and communities across the Murray-Darling Basin.

The prospectus has been developed following extensive and
meaningful engagement by, with, and for, Victoria’s basin
communities. It details the next steps Victoria will take following
the Australian Government’s decision to buy back up to 450 GL of
additional water.

Following the release of the prospectus, community engagement
will continue across Victorian basin towns, with industries and
stakeholders to identify new alternatives to open tender water
purchases, projects and outcomes that deliver healthy waterways
and resilient environments, without causing harm to communities.

These community-driven options will then form the basis of
negotiations with the Australian Government on delivery, to ensure
Victorian basin communities’ priorities are front and centre in the
Commonwealth’s delivery of the Basin Plan.

The prospectus follows the Australian Government’s long-awaited
agreement that funding for Victorian environmental projects is
essential to the delivery of the Basin Plan.

Victoria remains opposed to buybacks and has not signed any
agreement with the Commonwealth Government in exchange for
this funding.

Victoria continues to negotiate for a fair share of Australian
Government funding for vital water recovery projects and confirms
support for outcomes that do not create disadvantage.

Minister for Water, Harriet Shing, said, “We’ve done more than
any jurisdiction to return water to the environment, improve the
efficient use of water, and crack down on water theft.

“Our communities know better than anyone that healthy waterways
mean healthy communities and productive crops, and we will continue
to work with the Commonwealth and all basin states to innovate,
collaborate, and deliver better outcomes for the entire basin.

“We will continue our advocacy with and for Victorian communities
and the environments they depend upon, while protecting households
from avoidable increases to the cost of living.”

For more information about the next steps and where to get involved
visit, water.vic.gov.au/our-programs/murray-darling-basin/planning-
our-basin-future-together.

You can have your say at engage.vic.gov.au/planning-our-basin-
future-together . The consultation closes on June 16.

Wind farm opposition group
responds to Fera article

STRATHBOGIES Responsible Renewables Community
Group has provided a response to the comments
from Fera representatives in the May 8 edition,
regarding the proposed wind farm in Murrindindi and
Strathbogie Shires.

Landholder rights

The Fera article stated: Regarding public opposition
to the windfarm project, Mr Lawson said, “First and
foremost, if people don’t want the wind farm on their
property, we’re respecting that, we’re saying that’s
okay. We still want to talk to you and explain what’s
going on, but that is absolutely your right to dictate
what happens on your property.”

SRRCG response: “This statement is completely
misleading and is at the core of the community’s
objection to this proposal. While host landholders
will receive financial compensation for allowing wind
turbines and transmission towers or lines on their
properties, several hundred neighbouring landholders
face the prospect of decreased property values,
diminished amenity and well-being, and damage to
the unique landscape and its biodiversity. This business
model creates an inequitable and divisive situation,
where non-participating landholders bear the negative
consequences and participating landholders and the
international development company are financially
rewarded. Furthermore, the Victorian Government’s
new Development Facilitation Program exacerbates
the issue by expediting the approval process and
limiting the community’s ability to challenge these
renewable energy projects, effectively undermining
the rights of landholders to have a say in what happens
on their properties.”

Community engagement and
misleading information

The Fera article said: Mr Lawson states that “We’re
looking at providing information to the public. We try
and keep all of our reports and everything updated on
the website, so as we do an environment report, all of
our presentations will be on the website. We certainly
make ourselves available to anyone, whenever we
receive any communications, and we’re proactively
going out to try and meet with people,” Mr Lawson
said. “We are constantly told of incorrect information

that is going out into the public and we find that really
disappointing. One side has a genuine intent, and is
providing information based on the facts and what
we’re actually doing, and the other side is providing
misinformation to people about the height of the turbines,
the location of powerlines, the height of the powerlines.
There’s lots and lots of incorrect information. Obviously
we’re trying to make sure that people have access to
the information, and we’re able to provide to people in
a very transparent way, what’s going on.”

SRRCG response: “Fera’s approach to community
engagement lacks transparency and consistency
and fails to provide critical information about the
project’s progress, scope, infrastructure locations,
and potential impacts on landholders. Despite
commitments to disclose turbine and transmission
line locations by the end of 2023, this information
remains unavailable, leaving many in the potentially
affected community unaware of the project and its
potential impacts. Contrary to their assertion that they
“keep everything updated on their website,” the most
recent information dates back to their presentation
from August 2023 and this lacks any information about
infrastructure placement.

“Mr Lawson has made allegations of misinformation
being spread in the community in several forums. If
this is the case, he has had ample opportunity to correct
the record in numerous ways but has chosen not to
do so. The most obvious way to do this would be to
uphold Fera’s own breached commitment to provide
regular project updates and quarterly community
meetings with the whole impacted community. The last
community meeting held by Fera was in August 2023,
some nine months ago. At this meeting Mr Lawson
committed to providing information on locations of
project infrastructure and this has still not occurred.

“The Strathbogies Responsible Renewables
Community Group (SRRCG) has stepped in and
endeavoured to source accurate and up-to-date
information, disseminating this through meetings, their
website (srrcg.com), and email updates. If accused of
spreading misinformation, this has never been directly
advised by Fera. SRRCG asserts their commitmentto a
respectful, inclusive process based on publicly available
information. The group welcomes feedback to improve
accuracy and fill Fera’s persistent information vacuum.”
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IT'S NOT OKAY

To yell at our staff.
To swear at our staff.
To be rude to our staff.

To abuse our staff in anyway.
To be disrespectful to our staff.
To show threatening behaviour

towards our staff.

If you do, we have the right to ask you

to leave our office and we may contact

the police, or we may disconnect your
call.

If you have a problem or complaint, we

are happy to listen if you discuss this

with us politely, please don’t take your
anger out on us.
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Wind farm

BACK in 2012-13, Infigen Energy took
Mitchell Shire Council and other objectors
to VCAT regarding the proposal of a wind
farm on Cherry Tree Range, which was part
of the historically listed Trawool Valley. The
two VCAT Chairman approved Cherry Tree
Wind Farm in November 2013.

Infigen Energy made modifications to the
Planning Permit Development for Cherry
Tree Wind farm in November 2018 at the
11th hour when the planning permit was
nearing its expiry date. Cherry Tree Wind
Farm started construction in January 2019
and was operating in July 2020.

Three different owners have now owned
this industrial wind turbine farm within three
years. Infigen Energy off-loaded Cherry Tree
Wind Farm before they had even had it a year
to Iberdrola who have now off-loaded it to
Atmos Renewables.

The two VCAT Chairmen thought that
planting a few trees in front of the turbines
was the answer to the visual impacts the
turbines would cause to the environment and
landscape. You can now see the wind turbines
from Anzac Avenue in Seymour, on the way
home from Nagambie, Puckapunyal, and then
as far as Strath Creek. You can’t get away
from the sight of them.

Another objection put forward to the two
VCAT Chairmen by the objectors to the
wind farm proposal was that granite attracts
lightning strikes and granite is all over the
place on Cherry Tree Range and guess what,
a blade on one of the turbines was hit by
lightning last year and the blade had to be
replaced. The new owners must shudder
whenever there is an electrical storm.

The two VCAT Chairmen and Infigen
Energy were also told many other valid

reasons why the Cherry Tree Wind Farm
Development was inappropriate on Cherry
Tree Range.

Surely, one has to wonder why three owners
in three years.

Lola Puddy, Whiteheads Creek

Donation to Legacy

ALEXANDRA, Yea, Mansfield Legacy
Group thank the Yea Show Society and their
competitors for their donation to Legacy
following the Fleece Competition and the sale
of the donated wool. It is much appreciated.

Legatee Clare Sinclair for AYM
Legacy Group

Bus 684

THE future of the Central Highlands Forrests,
‘consultation’ smacks of the same process that
was used to decide the fate of the daily 684
bus into Southern Cross Station. Those of us
who use the bus are acutely aware of how
those “‘consultations’ ended. We endure them
every time we need to go into the city, losing
about 90 mins of valuable time for medical
appointments, visiting family, etcetera.

The cynic in me sees a repeat of the
consultations, for the Central Highlands
Forrests, ‘quasi’ comes to mind.

What was pleasing to read was that the
government representatives were actually
willing to identify themselves. Not so for the
684 process at Healesville outside of Coles.
I personally introduced myself and asked
for a name and was refused this courtesy,
under the guise of not being a necessity.
When | challenged this, the lead person
acquiesced. In reality this reinforced, to me,
that the exercise was purposefully meant to
be coercive.
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We thank you for your continued support
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Menzies responds to plan
management concerns

IN last week’s edition, there was an article
about Menzies Support Services moving away
from NDIS plan management.

CEO Karina Hogan explained the situation.
She said, “The decision to cease providing
NDIS Plan Management was in order to allow
Menzies to concentrate on the core business
of meeting and providing quality support
services to people in our community. This
also aligns with Menzies’ Mission, Vision
and Statement of Purpose.

“A plan management service provides
management and monitoring of NDIS funds
within participant budgets, NDIS claims
and disbursement of funds to providers for
services delivered.

“With a direction towards developing
exciting new programs and initiatives such
as the implementation of ‘“The Dame’, plan
management was considered not to be a core
support service option.”

When asked whether people would be
reimbursed pro-rata for the annual amount
paid for plan management, Ms Hogan replied,
“Plan management providers do not ‘hold’
any participant funding and funds are ‘held’
by NDIS. Menzies process monthly invoices

for plan management services and this is done
directly through the NDIS portal and only if a
participant has funding available within their
plan. As a goodwill gesture, Menzies has
not billed participants for plan management
services for the month of May. As Menzies
do not hold plan management funds, there
will be no reimbursements.”

She also said that the two weeks’ notice
that people were given was in “accordance
with plan management rules and within the
Menzies service agreement.”

Ms Hogan added, “Menzies provided
a significant listing of alternative plan
managers to all participants and within the
listing alternative plan management services
exist that cover the area of Murrindindi,
however, may not be based in the area.
Plan management services are not required
to provide services within a targeted
geographical area and are not place based.
Menzies provided plan management services
to a small number of participants within the
local area with the majority of participants
residing in the metro and inner city areas.”

Ms Hogan said that there would be no other
changes to Menzies services.

Alexandra and District Senior
Citizens Club report

by honorary secretary Mike Jennings

THIS week’s social meeting was well
attended and the members welcomed Ron
Huggard back after his stay in hospital.
General business consisted of a discussion
about future activities and ways to attract new
members. This area is blessed with a choice
of social groups such as Probus, Rotary, U3A
and Embassy of Ideas, who run activities,
along with the Murrindindi Library, so we are
always competing for members.

Suggestions of chess, Scrabble and
mahjong got a mention as did future
excursions to Morning Melodies at RSL
clubs and hotels in the area. Watch this space
for news of what the committee decide. Don’t

forget the club’s usual activities of bridge
on Monday and Wednesday afternoons and
carpet bowls on Tuesdays.

Treasurer Dave had everyone smiling
with Comedy Corner and Steph spun the
wheel for the Chocolate Raffle, with Roma,
Joan and Val the lucky winners. With the
formalities over we retired to the tearoom
for refreshments and the usual chatter before
playing 500 and UNO.

As always, a reminder that if you are
sitting at home on a Friday afternoon and
feel like some company, please come along
to the meeting or if you want information
about the club’s activities, please email
secretaryadscc@gmail.com

In the meantime, stay safe and keep smiling.

RSPCA Million Paws Walk is coming soon

THE countdown is on for the Eildon Million
Paws Walk with locals and their furry friends
expected to hit the Lions Rotunda Eildon on
Sunday, May 26.

Walkers can enter a raffle to win a fabulous
KONG prize pack at the event to raise vital
funds to help end animal cruelty.

Speaking about the walk, Event Manager,
Wendy Dare said they couldn’t wait to see
plenty of wagging tails this weekend.

“The Eildon Million Paws Walk is such
a fun day for people and their dogs, and
it makes such a different to help RSPCA
Victoria end animal cruelty,” Ms Dare said.

“We’d love for more locals to join us this
weekend at the Lions Rotunda Eildon, people
can register online in advance to make the
most of any discounts on offer, or come along

and register on the day, every person, and
paw counts.

Registrations for the 30th Annual Million
Paws Walk are now open at millionpawswalk.
com.au/eildon, those booking online will
automatically receive a 40 per cent ticket
discount by May 24.

The Eildon Million Paws Walk will be at
the Lions Rotunda Eildon, on Sunday, May
26. The event will start at 11am with the Walk
occurring at the walker’s leisure and the event
concluding at 2pm.

There will also be a visit from three
dingoes, with lots on information about them.
A light lunch will be available, as well as tea
and coffee.

This will be the 30th Million Paws Walk
at the Eildon Pondage.

ALL HOURS
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and districts
Offering a caring and professional service
throughout the Murrindindi Shire
A LOCAL, WHO KNOWS LOCAL NEEDS

Garnet Bailey 0417 346 214
Chris Walsh 0407 194 037

EM4920

ALEXANDRA PHYSIOTHERAPY

Empowering you towards better health
Over 25 years of clinical experience.
Back & Neck Pain ¢ Clinical Pilates

Sports Injuries ¢ Orthotics

Joint & Muscle Injuries

Rehabilitation post surgery or injury

¢ Consulting Rooms available for rental

HICAPS: Health fund rebates claimed on the spot.

fﬁ‘i‘_\{\eterans Affairs, TAC, WorkCover, Private,
‘m‘ﬁ- Medicare (EPC referral from GP)

5772 2649
54A Downey St, Alexandra

PP0025

McCORMACK FUNERALS

Inc, BAMFORDS Murrindindi
y 2 21 Johnston Street, Alexandra
r-h:E::un.-:y:,i-

1800 080 909
Andrew, Robyn and Brooke

Murrindindi Chapel and Funeral Home
Caring & Professional 24 houwr service , all areas
Obligation free appointm ents

Pre-paid, pre-arranged,
porsonafised funeral and memonial services

www mecormackfunerals. com.au

ELECTRICIAN

Grimshaw Electrics

For all your electrical
and communication requirements

Peter Donald —

0429 808 596

REC 16666 A/H 03 5773 2457
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Lions Club of Marysville
donates to good causes

Neil Guscott with Jackie Torcello and Louise
Renouf for Dolly’s Dream. -S

LAST Wednesday the Lions Club of
Marysville and District held a dinner meeting,
during which they presented several donations
to various community groups.

Neil Guscott, President of the Lions Club of
Marysville, presented the donations and spoke
a little bit about them. The club presented
$10,000 to the Marysville Golf Club, to assist
in replacing stolen tools.

“The Lions Club received a letter from
the golf and bowils club, regarding the fact
that they’d lost a lot of valuable equipment
in a break in. They were seeing if there was
calling for any support that might be available,
and the Lions Club considered it and felt that
because it is acommunity golf and bowls club,
not a private golf club, and they put on lots
of things for community groups, they have
their barefoot bowls night and barbecues and
things like that.

“So the Lions Club considered that they
were worthy of support. And in view of their

circumstances, significant support. They
resolved to donate $10,000,” Neil said.

Lions Club President Neil Guscott with Steve
Coker, President of the Marysville Community
Golf and Bowls Club. -S

The Lions Club of Marysville also donated
$1500 to the Marysville Saddle Tramps Club’s
fundraising efforts that are going to Dolly’s
Dream, a group raising awareness of bullying
and youth suicide.

“We made a $1500 donation to that, again
because it’s a local club, and over the last few
years we’ve been losing a few younger people
for various reasons, and we thought it was
worthy of supporting them.”

Neil spoke too about the Lions Club prostate
cancer research, and how they support that.

“They were worthy causes, both of them.
We also made a contribution of $5000 to Lions
prostate cancer research.

“The Lions Prostate Research Foundation is
a pretty important one, because a lot of people
around Marysville and various organisations
are getting a bit long in the tooth, and there is
a significant amount of [prostate cancer] in the
community at the moment. The club decided
to support that,” he said.

Junior Landcare and Biodiversity grants now open

THE Victorian Junior Landcare and
Biodiversity Grants are now open, with
$450,000 available for projects that involve
young people actively caring for Victoria’s
biodiversity and natural environment.

Schools, kindergartens, childcare centres
and youth groups can all apply for grants
of up to $5000 for projects that encourage
young Victorians to learn more about the
state’s plants, wildlife and nature through
hands on activities or classroom learning.

More than 47,000 young people have
been a part of the program involved in 1100
nature based excursions and conducting
270 biological surveys through biodiversity
focused learning activities.

Junior Landcare Biodiversity Grant
recipients have also planted an incredible
99,000 indigenous plants across
numerous landscapes to help maintain
ecosystem health.

Allinitiatives funded as part of the grants
program assist the state governements
long term plan to protect Victoria’s native
plants and animals through the landmark
Biodiversity 2037 plan, backed by record
investment of $582 million since 2014 to
safeguard our natural environment.

Applications for the Victorian Junior
Landcare and Biodiversity Grants will
close at 3pm on Friday, June 14. For more
information and to apply, visit environment.
vic.gov.au/grants/victorian-junior-
landcare-and-biodiversity-grants

Native timber support

available now

Native timber harvesting has ended in Victoria but

support is still available.

Native timber businesses, workers and communities
can continue to access a range of support including:

e The Victorian Forestry Worker Support Program
—including payments and training, 1:1 case
management, employment services, health

and wellbeing support.

¢ Business support

— including exit packages and funding

to help diversify.

e Community support
— health and wellbeing services and
community development planning
and funding.

For more information:

e Forestry Transition hotline -
1800 318 182

¢ Victorian Forestry Worker
Support Program - 1800 122 001
vic.gov.au/forestry
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Country Press
AUSTRALIA

CANRNA

ﬁu.:dited Media

sociation of Australia

. J

ANGLICAN
St Johns Alexandra
9am Eucharist each Sunday
Children welcome.

Rev Mario Hendricks -
Rectory 0435 953 777
CATHOLIC
Immaculate Conception Parish
Parish Administrator Fr Jose Mathew.
Presbytery 0468 810 871
St Matthews Eildon, Saturday 5pm
Alexandra, Sunday 8.45am
Sacred Heart Yea, Sunday 10.45am
UNITING CHURCH In Australia
St Andrews, Downey Street,
Alexandra
Worshipping, Welcoming
Sharing the transforming love of
Jesus. Services 10am each Sunday
Contact 5772 2362
OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
Loving God, Loving People,
Loving Life
118 Grant Street, Alexandra
Contact: Ps Steven Turner
Ph: 0413 127 283
Meeting every Sunday @ 10am

MOUNT CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
37 Grant Street , Alexandra
Pastor Daniel Kriss
Services 10am every Sunday
Phone 0400 282 536
mccbc.com.au

THE VINE
A Christian community of the Baptist
Union of Victoria Sunday 4.30pm service
Kids program during school term
StAndrew’s, 37 Downey Street,
Alexandra
Pastor - Geoffrey Johnstone

0481472 152

“Church Services™

\ 4

Out&About

THE items in Out and About are sourced from
our advertising and news stories. Out and
About is not a free community listing diary.
Not all items can be included and are placed
at the discretion of Alexandra Newspapers.

E Rk S S

Thank you to all our entrants into the 47t
Annual Winton ticket giveaway. We have many
more entries than tickets. The winners were:

lain McPherson, Glenburn. Gusty Gale,
Alexandra. Lucas Magor, Alexandra. Rod
Lester, Goornong. Rod Hanscomb, Alexandra.
Helen Bonsema, Acheron. Andrew Edwards,
Alexandra. Dot Kelly, Whanregarwen. R
Symons, Buxton. John Larson, Alexandra.
Congratulations to all the lucky winners.
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THURSDAY, MAY 23

Yea Water Tigers AGM will be held at Yea
Community House at 6pm. General meeting
will follow at 7pm. Enquiries to the secretary
yeawatertigerscommittee@gmail.com or
phone 0459 248 488.

ECE I I I S i

SATURDAY, MAY 25

Alexandra Community Wood Auction, from
10am Bayley Street, behind Embling Rural.
For any details contact Andrew Embling 0418
266 038.

E R S S

SUNDAY, MAY 26

Molesworth Rural Fire Brigade AGM
will be held at the community hall at 9am.
All welcome.

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au
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Whanregarwen Rural Fire Brigade Biennial
General Meeting and Election meeting will be
held at the fire station at 11am. All enquiries
to David Roberts 0456 583 806.

R I I I

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29

Speak with council at an open community
meeting in Fawcett. 5-7pm. For more
information phone 5772 0333 or email
governance@murrindindi.vic.gov.au

R I I

THURSDAY, MAY 30

You are invited to National Reconciliation
Week at Buxton Primary School from 10.30am
— noon. The event will include a message
from the principal, Welcome to Country and
Smoking Ceremony, song in language and a
guided tour. Contact council on 5772 0333
for further information.

E R I S I

SATURDAY, JUNE 1

Ambulance Community Officer Recruitment
Information Session at Eildon. Ever thought
about becoming an ambo? Learn about the
role, demonstrations, everyone is welcome.
Eildon Community Centre, 45 High Street
from 2pm.

Ve

THUMBS UP

- THUMBS DOWN

THUMBS UP: To the staff at
Reddrops FoodWorks. We are so
lucky to have them, especially our
home delivery people, lovely friendly
delivery people Daniel and Rod and
sometimes Scott and also Sharon
and others. We appreciate them so
much for when the going gets tough
and shopping is a problem. Many
cheers to Reddrops FoodWorks
and staff. You are wonderful. Not
forgetting Reddrops often invisible
sponsorships for our community.

THUMBS UP: To Branko Bektas for
his window cleaning business. Such
a happy bloke and does a marvellous
job. My windows are sparkling.
Thanks Branko.

THUMBS UP: To Alexandra District

Health, Dr David and nurses.
Very professional, caring and
compassionate. Thank you for

looking after me in the Emergency
Department, and follow up phone
calls to make sure I’'m okay. You are
all amazing. Thank you.

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down is a reader’s
contribution section of Alexandra Newspapers.
Send your Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down to
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Contributions will be edited and/or published
at the Editor’s discretion. We request that this
section not be used as a slander attack on
persons, businesses or property

Redgate
Bazaar
celebrates
10 years

THE 10th birthday of Redgate Bazaar was
celebrated on Tuesday, May 14, with past and
present volunteers invited to an afternoon tea.

The store is a well stocked treasure trove
for locals and tourists alike as they find pre-
loved items in need of a new home.

The store is an important part of the town,

so if you haven’t visited the store lately, pop
in and have a look.

Redgate Bazaar. -VG
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ALEXANDRA local, James Meggitt, has
been awarded the AgriFutures Horizon
Scholarship, which provides students in the
field of agriculture with an opportunity to

network and funds to support their studies.

James is studying a Bachelor of Agriculture
(Agricultural Economics) at the University

James Meggitt. -S

Marysville Triangle Business
and Tourism conversations

NEW Marysville Triangle Business and
Tourism (MTBT) president Maureen
Thurston is inviting all local Triangle
entrepreneurs and owners to join in co-
creating a business community-led approach
to designing collective success.

There are 433 established businesses,
across 20 diverse sectors within the Triangle.

Maureen explained that when established
in 2015, MTBT served an important
purpose, however it’s 2024 and time to
rethink MTBT’s role and relevance in
advocating businesses across the Triangle.

She is proposing a series of conversations
hosted by local businesses in Taggerty,
Narbethong, Buxton and Marysville to
design a pragmatic program that creates
the path towards competitive advantage.

Conversations are proposed for Taggerty,
at the Taggerty General Store on Thursday,
May 23, from 4 to 5.45pm; Narbethong at the
Black Spur Inn on Thursday, June 6 from
4 to 5.45pm; and Buxton’s session will be
held on Thursday, July 1, with the venue to
be confirmed.

AusNet extends grants from the February storms

AUSNET has extended the application
deadline for financial hardship grants for
Victorians impacted by the catastrophic storms
which went thorough Victoria on Tuesday
13 and Thursday, February 22 this year,
which caused unprecedented damage to the
energy network.

Following the storms AusNet announced
the establishment of a $10 million Energy
Resilience Community Fund. The fund has
subsequently been increased to $12 million.
The Fund was created to support communities
impacted by storms, with a focus in the short
term on supporting local recovery efforts
and in the longer term, helping communities
become more energy resilient.

AusNet Chief Executive Officer, David
Smales, said AusNet has been working closely
with local government and the community
to identify opportunities to strengthen
infrastructure and help ensure they are better
prepared to withstand future weather events.

The Community Fund has provided
immediate support to individuals and small
businesses most impacted by the storm related
power outages who were not eligible for other
relief payments.

“The Fund has already provided more than
half a million dollars in hardship grants to

over one thousand residents and businesses
most impacted by these storm events.

“We know many of our customers are
struggling with cost of living pressures, so
we’ve extended the timeframe to apply for
financial hardship grants until June 30, to
give households and businesses more time
to apply,” said Mr Smales.

AusNet is also in the process of establishing
an Advisory Panel for the Community Fund,
which will be chaired by former Energy
Networks Australia CEO, Andrew Dillon.
The Panel will help to guide the management
of the Fund ahead of the first community
grants round which we anticipate opening
in July.

“The Community Fund has an important
role to play investing in local resilience
infrastructure to help communities better
manage the challenges of severe storms,
fires and flood, which often cause extended
interruptions to local power supplies,” said
Mr Dillon.

For more information on the hardship grants
please visit ausnetservices.com.au/about/
community/energy-resilience-community-
fund
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Agriculture scholarship
awarded to James Meggitt

of Melbourne, and has a keen interest in
aquaculture, having grown up on a rainbow
trout and cattle farm near Alexandra. He is
sponsored by the Fisheries Research and
Development Corporation.

“With a keen interest in aquaculture, as
well as livestock and supply chain operations,
I am excited about the prospects of working
in these areas upon completing my degree,”
James said.

Having enrolled in the Bachelor of
Agriculture in 2023, James took the
opportunity to apply for the scholarship
in March. He was then asked for a
follow-up interview.

Talking about the interview, James said, “We
discussed my degree as well as aquaculture
prospects and the future of aquaculture in
Australia. ... This was after being shortlisted
from my written application.”

The Horizon Scholarship provides
recipients with funds to get out and about
in the agriculture industry around Australia.

“Largely the scholarship is put towards
work experience and industry placements,
so0 | hope to use the money to be put into that
aquaculture field, and maybe travel around
Australia to see different operations, whether
that’s oyster farming in the southern parts of
Australia, to salmon farming in Tasmania or
barramundi farming in Queensland or the
Northern Territory,” James said.

“I’'m very thankful, and am fortunate to
be given the opportunity, and am looking
forward to meeting some of my peers and
attending some of the conferences that
AgriFutures hold around the country.”

5

Helping
tourism
infrastructure
projects
take off

THE Victorian Government is aiming
to support Victorian tourism operators
by providing a new grant round of the
Regional Tourism Investment Fund.

The fund provides grants of up
to $5 million for small and large
scale projects and accommodation
improvement projects, with the state
government’s investment of up to $62
million to create more jobs and a strong
pipeline of demand driven tourism
infrastructure projects across the state.

Grants between $100,000 and $5
million are open to tourism businesses,
not-for-profit, and Traditional
Owner organisations.

The grants will be delivered in three
streams, between $100,000 and $1
million for small scale projects, grants
between $1 million and $5 million
for large scale projects, and grants
between $500,000 and $2 million for
accommodation improvement projects.

The Fund is guided by the five
priorities identified in the Experience
Victoria 2033 strategic plan, which
includes First People’s led experiences,
wellness, arts and culture, food and
drink, and nature.

Applications for the Regional
Tourism Investment Fund are open
from Thursday, May 16 until Friday,
July 19. To learn more about the Fund
visit tourism.vic.gov.au

Affected by a recent
major emergency?

You may be eligible for
recovery support.

For more information
vic.gov.au/recovery

=

EMERGENCY RECOVERY
VICTORIA

‘ "! : ORIA
State
Government
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Proudly supporting

Student of the week
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Community Bank - Yea & District and Alexandra

B Bendigo Bank

ALEXANDRA PRI

-i o ! J*LI - &

Mav Fereday - 1/2B

For doing his best and trying
his hardest at his learning this

week. It is amazing seeing you

reach your goals when you
put your mind to it. Mav, we
are proud to have you in our
learning community.
You are a star.

EILDON PRIMARY SCHOOL

=]

4 Shannon and
~  Brooklynn
displayed
Integrity and
Respect
throughout
their week.

Student of the Week

MARY SCHOOL

BUXTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Elise is building her

resilience and
Is a good friend
who helps
others in need.

Congratulations Elise.

ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL

lave ane another

Proudly supported by

Kinglake branch

Tahli

Tahli is a conscientious

student who is always ready
to learn and do her best. She
is willing to help others and

is polite and respectful
to everyone in the
school community.

Congratulations Tahli.

() Bendigo Bank

Great achievement for man and dog

FAWCETT resident Aoidh Doyle and his
Kelpie Whisper Snip have made some
significant achievements in recent months.

Current achievements to date include, first
in Cobber Supreme Stock Dog Challenge
(SSD), first in the Cattle section, and highest
scoring bitch at the SSD. They also came first
in the Australian Yard Dog Championship
2024, first in National Kelpie Field Trial
2024 and first in Open and the Championship
at Victorian State Utility Championships
in 2024,

Aoidh Doyle is originally from Gorey in
County Wexford, Ireland, and now lives
with his wife Darcy and their children in
Fawcett. Aoidh and Darcy both grew up on
farms and have learnt first hand the value of
aworking dog. Aoidh is a shearing contractor
and the operator of Whisper Kelpies and
Livestock Services.

Darcy occasionally helps out and works
as a shed hand, helping with the wool and
penning up and sometimes getting the chance
to muster. On any given day they can take
up to eight dogs to work to help move and
muster stock. They also own cattle and sheep
of their own, which they run locally. This
is usually when the dogs get to help muster
longer distances.

Aoidh has been trialling working dogs for
the past five years. In his first ever trial he
was disqualified. Given his stubborn nature
he was very determined to become the best
he could become.

In Tasmania in 2022, Aoidh got his first
taste of an Australian national title. Again,
he couldn’t settle and this time wanted to see
if he could try and win the double, both the
Australian yard and kelpie field trial.

The formidable winning streak kicked
off on March 10 this year, after winning
the cattle section, the highest scoring bitch
and the overall 2024 Cobber Supreme Stock
Dog Challenge in Mansfield. They then set
off for the Australian Championship Dog
Trials. This year it was Western Australia’s

turn. A small town in the south-west called
Mobrup held the 2024 Australian Yard Dog
Championship. This event reflects the work
done in the yard and shearing shed on the
farm. The challenging sheep and heat took

e e - e T
Aoidh Doyle with Whisper Snip. -S

their toll on a lot of dogs however, Aoidh and
Snip had a solid first round score of 82 and
in the final scored a 84.5 (two highest scores
of the event) taking out the win with 12.5
points to spare.

Next was the Australian National Kelpie
Field Trial. This trial dates back to 1969 with
handlers showing off their stockmanship
alongside their trusted kelpie. It includes a
paddock section where the dog is casted out
to three sheep. The dog then guides the sheep
directly to the stockperson before heading
into a small yard section. This is followed by
a final paddock section completing obstacles
and finishing with the sheep in a small pen.

Snip had a good first round score going
into the final. However, the competition was
hot and the sheep were very challenging out
in the paddock. Aoidh used both whistle
and voice commands to complete the course
and Snip tried her absolute best to be as
accurate as possible. They came away with
the win on a combined score of 122. Aoidh
and Whisper Snip made history as they are
the only handler and dog team that has ever
won both the Australian Yard and Field Trials
in the same year.

At the end of the journey stretching across
almost 10,000km and venturing back into
Victoria it was the state championship at
Pigeon Ponds. The pressure was on for the
extraordinary team to perform again. It was a
chance to solidify the win and prove that this
dog is a true champion. They showed patience,
skill and teamwork and were awarded the best
cast for the championship. Aoidh and Snip
came away with the Victorian Championship
win with a 21 point lead.

At this point Aoidh explained the wins
like Hugh Bowman riding Winx, as their
achievement is that once in a lifetime
experience that he will remember forever.
He isn’t sure how much longer he will get
to trial her, as Snip is Darcy’s dog and she
is becoming more and more interested in
dog trialling. Snip is not just the ultimate
working dog that can move any type of stock
for more than one person, but she is part of
their family and has taught Aoidh and Darcy
more about stockmanship than they could
have ever imagined.
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A Little Respect

Creating space for conversations in our community about important topics
related to relationships, gender equality and family violence prevention.

Lee has worked in a variety of fields
spanning multi-national corporations,

social non-profits and Local
Government. She is passionate about
raising awareness of important issues in
the local community, particularly
related to gender equality and family
violence. Lee operates with curiosity
over conflict and believes we all have
something to learn from one another.
Lee’s work aligns with her studies in law
and criminology, but mostly with her
lived experience as Victim-Survivor. She
recently spoke at a state-wide Local
Government Forum headlined by Grace
Tame, and is currently the Free From
Violence and Gender and Diversity
Officer at Murrindindi Shire Council.

Let’s Talk: A Space for Men

Thursday 20 June, Yea Shire Hall

12 noon - 2.00 pm then networking until
3.00 pm

Men’s mental health is vitally important.
Men and boys need more spaces to talk
about the things that impact them. Nobody
gets everything right all the time and that's
okay! We invite men, boys (and anyone with
an interest in the issues facing men and
boys) to join together for this exciting event
and FREE leadership opportunity, headlined
by keynote speaker Tarang Chawla. Guests
include Cr Damien Gallagher, Murrindindi
Shire Mayor, an expert from the Men’s
Project, Ray Steyger, Alexandra Football
Club President, and some other local blokes
you might know, will also be part of the
panel. Scan the QR code to secure your
place.

' Murrindindi

Shire Council

Y

Topic of the month: IDAHOBIT Day

On 17 May 1990, the World Health Organisation (WHO)
removed homosexuality from the Classification of
Diseases. Yes, you read that right. 1990 really isn’t that
long ago. The first official International Day against
Homophobia, Biphobia, Intersexism and Transphobia
(IDAHOBIT) was held on 17 May 2005 and is now
acknowledged every year by millions of people around
the world. IDAHOBIT celebrates the progress we have
made whilst recognising the discrimination that
LGBTQIA+ people still face. For example, 35% of
LGBTQIA+ Australians have experienced verbal abuse
in the past 12 months. There’s more we can do as a
collective to make our communities feel safe and
welcoming for everyone, beyond IDAHOBIT last week.

In Conversation with Amy
Murrindindi Shire Local & Rainbow Community Member

What does IDAHOBIT mean to you?

| consider IDAHOBIT a time to acknowledge the
struggles and challenges faced by LGBTQIA+ people
everywhere. It is a time to reaffirm our commitment to
equality and inclusivity as a community. It is also a
reminder of the importance of understanding and
empathy, just as much as it is about being courageous
in standing up against discrimination in all its forms.

As part of a same-sex couple, what worries you when
you’re in public that people in heterosexual couples
might take for granted?

Something as simple as holding hands requires careful
consideration of the environment. We must assess
whether this seemingly innocent act might provoke a
negative reaction from others or potentially place us in
an unsafe situation. It just means there we have be
hypervigilant in a way that others might not. Also, upon
entering a new workplace, I'm cautious about discussing
my partner. | often opt for gender-neutral pronouns
when mentioning them until | feel it's safe to reveal that
I'm in a same-sex relationship. Most LGBTQIA+
employees aren't fully ‘out’ at their workplace and it can
feel lonely for many in the LGBTQIA+ community.
However, | want to acknowledge that the experiences
I've described only scratch the surface of the
discrimination that many individuals in the LGBTQIA+
community experience. | recognise that | hold a certain
level of privilege as someone who outwardly conforms
to societal expectations of how a woman ‘should’
appear, and the safety net this affords me. It is far
simpler to brush off assumptions that my partner is my
sister than to potentially endure objectification or even
abuse for whom | choose to date.

What is a common misconception about queerness?
| think the most common misconception is that people
choose their sexuality. This is untrue. Sexuality is not a
choice. | am fortunate to have supportive family and
friends around me, and so, being queer is a non-issue.
The only thing that matters to my loved ones, is that my
partner is respectful and makes me happy. | know others
are not as fortunate. It really concerns me when | hear
people say that sexuality is a ‘lifestyle choice.’ This
perpetuates outdated and harmful stereotypes. And, it
can be pretty hurtful.
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Pick up your free
hard—copy communi'l'y

resource quide to family

viclence at your local library
or Council office, or access
online via the Council
website.

What are some visual signals that make you feel
welcomed and safe when you’re out and about?

It is the little things that make the biggest difference.

For me, shops or eateries displaying signs in their windows
saying ‘all genders, sexualities, identities, and cultures
welcome’ is an immediate green flag. Having rainbow
stickers on entry doors and staff wearing rainbow and/or
pronoun badges also helps put me at ease. However, for
spaces to feel truly safe, these demonstrations of allyship
should be coupled with zero-tolerance policies (towards
derogatory remarks based on identity, sexuality, gender,
or culture) for establishments promoting inclusion.

What are people are afraid of when they protest against
equality, queerness or gender diversity?

The belief that acknowledging and celebrating LGBTQIA+
diversity somehow divides communities instead of unifying
them. This was starkly evident at last year's pride flag
raising in Murrindindi Shire. These protests weren’t
surprising but were still upsetting. IDAHOBIT does not
divide, it promotes inclusion. If you identify as a straight
person, challenge yourself to imagine an alternate reality.
In this reality, you face repeated discrimination for being
straight, and you seek to be recognised as equal to same-
sex/queer couples. In your valid fight for equality, you are
told your sexuality is an immoral ‘choice’ and that you
don’t deserve even one day a year to raise awareness
about this injustice. It's awful to think about. So, if someone
being heterosexual doesn’t bother you or impact your life,
neither should the sexuality of anyone else concern you.
Celebrating diversity is proven to strengthen communities.
It is my hope we can hold this close as we look to the
future.

Next time: is family violence a men’s issue?

How can men help prevent violence against women?
More and more, men are being called upon to get
involved and speak up about violence against women.
But what does this really look like? And why is it a
men'’s issue anyway? We'd love to hear what you think!
Do you have any thoughts/suggestions? Simply email
communitydevelopment@murrindindi.vic.gov.au to get
in touch. Your identity will remain anonymous.

Getting support
Call 000 in an emergency or if you are in immediate
danger.
e 1800 RESPECT: 1800 737 732
* Minus 18: Resources help & guidance for
Australia's LGBTQIA+ youth. Visit the website
below: www.minus!8.org.au
» Rainbow Door: A free specialist helpline for
LGBTIQA+ Victorians. Phone: 1800 729 367 or
visit www.rainbowdoor.org.au
+ Safe Steps Family Violence Response Centre:
1800 015 188
¢ Orange Door Goulburn: 1800 634 245
¢ Nexus Primary Health: 1300 737 732
o Lifeline: 1311 14
« Dijirra Aboriginal Women Support Service: 1800
959 563
* Mensline Australia: 1300 789 978
+ ‘Are You Safe at Home?’ website:
areyousafeathome.org.au
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Men’s Shed broadens horizons

make these times, you are welcome to call
secretary Barry Dovey on 0434 979 630
to arrange another time. The address is 23

AT a recent meeting of the Marysville
Men’s Shed, members voted to broaden the
geographic area the shed draws membership
from, to include the greater Triangle area,
Narbethong, Buxton and Taggerty, together
with Marysville.

This change has been implemented in
recognition that the only Men’s Shed in the
Triangle is in Marysville and that the other
towns do not have a similar focal point for
men and women.

The members agreed that people from
these places should be encouraged to share
the camaraderie and facilities the shed
has available.

From now on the shed will be
renamed The Triangle Men’s Shed.

If you’d like to meet new people, and
share access to well equipped woodworking
and metalworking workshops, feel free to
drop in for a cuppa and ask any questions

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

you might have about membership.
Members have access to the shed seven
days a week, but must be in the shed with
another member if using machinery.

The drop in times are Wednesdays 10am
to noon (in keeping with the tradition of
the shed, this is the men’s only time at the
shed), and Fridays noon to 4pm. Members
come to work on community or private
projects together in the shed, have a cuppa
and bring your own lunch. If you can’t

Pack Road, Marysville

New members each receive a personal
induction to ensure they are safe and
comfortable with any machinery they
might like to use. Training courses will
be available throughout the year. Men and
women are welcome.

McLeish comments on
lack of SES funding

IN what has been one of the busiest
years on record for the Victorian State
Emergency Service (SES), Member
for Eildon Cindy McLeish said that
the state budget has chosen not to
guarantee future funding for new
capital works, vehicles or equipment.

She added that local units had been
under significant pressure in recent
months, with volunteers being called
out for incredibly difficult situations.

“In towns across my electorate,
the local SES units have been at the
forefront of all recovery efforts, from
floods, storms, power outages, and
car accidents.

“These are men and women who
volunteer their time, often, in small
towns they are the first responders
to accidents involving neighbours,

Police arrest

POLICE have charged two men and
a woman following an affray near a
hotel in Yea on Friday, May 17.

Police were called to High Street
in Yea following reports of a fight
between a group of people at
about 10.10pm.

The first police to arrive on scene
were outnumbered. They confronted
with a highly dynamic scene and
had to deploy OC spray (oleoresin
capsicum spray, also known as
pepper spray) to separate those
involved in the fight.

As police were attempting to offer
aftercare, one of the men involved
allegedly attempted to assault
one of the officers by kicking out
and punching.

While police were attempting
to subdue the man, a woman has
allegedly jumped on the back of
a police officer while the second
man attempted to grab the
officer’s firearm.

OC spray was again deployed and
all three were taken into custody.

A 27 year old Yea woman and 29
year old Taggerty man were charged

family, friends. This is an incredibly
tough role for these volunteers.”

Ms McL eish spoke to the necessity
of the SES. “Our SES volunteers
show incredible courage, composure
and expertise in challenging
circumstances, they are an essential
part of regional emergency services.

“The SES provide an essential
emergency service for our
communities; it is vital that they
have ongoing funding to maintain
and support their assets and to ensure
that they can continue to support
our communities.

“You would think that with a
Premier who lives in a regional area,
that maybe she would have some
understanding of the importance
of the SES, but clearly not,” Ms
McLeish said.

locals in Yea

with affray, assaulting police and
failing to leave licenced premises.

A 26 year old Glenburn man has
been charged with affray and failing
to leave licenced premises.

They were all bailed to appear
before Mansfield Magistrates’ Court
on September 18.

Victoria Police have become aware
of footage which shows the conduct
of one officer in the latter stages of
this incident. The matter has been
referred to Professional Standards
Command for review.

Footage purporting to show
the incident has been hosted by a
range of news sites. In the video, a
police officer is shown repeatedly
striking a man with a baton while
the man appears to be following
police instructions.

In another video, footage appears
to show a man being tasered by
police as he sits on the ground. Police
reviewed the body-worn camera
footage and advised that a taser was
not deployed. The taser was instead
activated and a ‘warning arc’ was
used as a warning.

Vale Laurance Alan Cassell

by Laurance’s family

LAURANCE Alan Cassell was
born in Yea on January 8, 1934,
to Myrtle and Allan Cassell.
His sister Marion was born two
years later.

Laurance developed mild polio
during his first year of school,
causing him to repeat the year.
A very good student, he received
many achievement awards at both
levels of schooling.

In 1950, he became an
apprentice at his father’s garage,
again receiving achievement
awards. Cassell’s Garage had been
established in the 1920s, close to
the Yea Shire Hall.

The business was one of the first
RACYV depots in Victoria through
the 50s. They also had taxis and
a tow truck. Laurance worked
most nights with lots of taxi
trips required by those working
on the Eildon Weir project and
other trips up to the Murrindindi
Timber Mill.

Back then, Yeahad noambulance
and Laurance had many stories
of various trips rushing injured
people to Melbourne in the taxi
unaccompanied, just him and the
patient. This included a couple of
gunshot injuries, appendicitis, and

numerous other emergencies. On
these trips Laurance would be met
by a police escort on the outskirts
of the city.

Laurance married Lesley
Wright on November 23, 1957. His
close friend, Donald Nash, was his
best man and his sister the Matron
of Honor. Laurance formed a
close bond with Rita and Alec
Wright, his in-laws. Laurance and
Lesley had three children, Leanne,
Sharyn and Alan.

In 1972, Laurance and Lesley
purchased R A Cassell Pty Ltd
from the rest of the family. An
accomplished mechanic, panel
beater, spray painter and auto
electrician, Laurance could turn
his hand to most things. He was a
very capable businessman, selling
many Chrysler vehicles through
the 60s and 70s. His dealership
stretched from Bundoora
to Mansfield. In 1980 when
Mitsubishi took over Chrysler in
Australia, R A Cassell became a
Mitsubishi dealership.

In 1982, after the sale of the
business Laurance enjoyed
farming with Lesley on their
land at Killingworth. Going to
cattle sales, slashing on the tractor,
irrigating and many hours with the
chainsaw cutting wood. Laurance

did miss his mechanical work
and eventually set up a smaller
business at Anne Street where he
worked for another 35 years.

Despite various problems with
his health, it was always a priority
for him to get to his workshop each
day. This he managed, eventually
with a walker and later a scooter.
The garage served the people of
Yea for close to a century.

OnJune 1, 2021, aged 87 years,
after looking after his customers
for his entire working life,
Laurance retired.

Laurance had a great love, not
to mention ability, for ballroom
dancing. Yea Dance Group
was originally formed to raise
money for the new Accident and
Emergency Department at Yea
and District Memorial Hospital.
Instead of the dances ending it
was decided to keep the monthly
charity dances in the Yea Shire
Hall going. Many weekends
were spent travelling throughout
Victoria and NSW to attend
gala balls, occasionally giving
demonstrations of new dances at
Seymour Gala weekends.

In 2012 when the regular
debutante instructor, Bruce
Kindred, was unable to continue,
Laurance and Lesley stepped in
and with the support of many
special members of the Yea Dance
Group continued to do this for the
next four years. Over 25 years
were spent both running and
teaching dances in the Yea Shire
Hall. Many learnt the finer art
of social ballroom dancing from
Laurance and Lesley.

Laurance’s final years were
spent at Rosebank where he was
very involved in the resident’s
meetings. He enjoyed socialising
and participating in most
activities on offer. He formed
great friendships with both staff
and residents.

He was a wonderful husband
for 66 years, father, father-in-law,
grandfather, great grandfather
and friend. He will be loved and

Laurance Cassell on his 75th birthday. -S

remembered always.

Letters to the Editor

Continued from Page 2

Ben Carroll, the then Minister for Public
Transport and now our Deputy Premier,
refused invitations by the 684 ‘Save the
Bus group’ to travel the route, engage with
us, to fully understand how his decision
disadvantaged us, as did Dan Andrews, the
then Premier, who | personally spoke with
on two separate occasions and handed him
15 testimonials of how that short-sighted
decision would affect us. We were never given
the courtesy of a response to the ‘Save the Bus
group’. It is too important to our communities
to be “brow beaten into submission’ yet again.

Going forward, the 600+ people who
presented at the Alexendra Shire Hall on

May 6 are a testament to the feelings of our
community. ‘Dig your heels in” and ensure
that those ‘sticky notes’ are discussed going
forward, and more importantly digested and
taken into account. This can and must not
become yet another faux consultation.

Finishing as | started, the ‘cynic in me’
will challenge the processes that our ‘elected
government’ utilises for consulting as. So
far they have been left wanting throughout
Murrindindi and rural Victoria.

Don’t waver from your convictions, hold
them to account otherwise this exercise will
be a repeat of the 684 Southern Cross bus
saga which is now ‘RIP’.

Carmel Denham, Buxton

Four bin system

MURRINDINDI Shire has a draft kerbside and
recycling waste services policy up and
running. Well, it’s over now. Submissions
closed Sunday, May 19.

Though it was advertised in The Standard
(for the last two weeks that | know of) | was
unaware of the urgency. That’s on me. But |
do have concerns.

1. Four bins collected on different days?
Heck, | can’t remember when the yellow bin
goes out.

2. Businesses get to opt out? Nope. That’s
where most of the mixed recyclables come
from, bottles, food waste. If we’re going to
require households to separate these, then
high use places should have this cemented

in. That’s only reasonable. And supports the
government policy.

3. If you miss putting the food waste bin out
you have to wait another week for collection.
In summer that’s certainly untenable.

4. Where do | put the bins? Is the shire
okay with ‘on the kerb’? That would solve
the space issue as well as the forgettery issue.
Bins would be out for collection on the right
day all the time. Can’t imagine how that helps
us look like a tourist town though.

So | did do the survey. Hope you all
managed to as well.

Valerie Pallaoro, Alexandra
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TREE WORKS

Works are scheduled to remove a stand of pine trees in the north-east
corner of the Thornton Recreation Reserve.

Based on expert arborist advice, many of the pine trees are in poor
condition and several require urgent removal. We have also received
advice that the condition of any remaining trees will likely deteriorate
causing further safety issues for residents and visitors.

While these works need to be completed, we are seeking your help in
understanding any local history or significance associated with this stand
of trees which we may not be aware of. If there is any significance, we will
work with the community establish an alternative way of celebrating or
commemorating that significance.

All feedback will be considered and used to refine the scope of the works,
If applicable. Depending on suitable weather conditions, works are set to
commence during June.

To contribute to the process, you can:
« Attend our ‘pop up kiosk’ on Saturday 1 June at the Thornton
Recreation Reserve between 11.30 am - 12.30 pm
« Email us at communitydevelopment@murrindindi.vic.gov.au
« Contact the Community Development team on (03) 5772 0333

Feedback closes Friday 7 June 2024.
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THIS week is National Volunteer Week,
and Captain Emery McCarthy from the Yea
CFA Brigade took the opportunity to discuss
volunteering opportunities at the CFA.

The brigade, which is 15 members
strong, is currently bringing on board two
new recruits, and are looking for more
interested people.

“Yea has 15 active members at the moment,
and we respond to a wide range of incidents
from structural fires to grass fires as well as
road crash rescue. So we’re a pretty strong
brigade,” Captain McCarthy said.

“We’re currently recruiting, and we
have two new members going through the
recruitment process. We're definitely looking
for more, just given our response and the
different incidents we respond to, it would

be great to have more numbers and we’re
looking in the wider community.”

If anyone is available to come down and
volunteer some of their time, that would be
great. Full training is provided, and even if
you are only able to volunteer for a couple
of hours a week, it would be appreciated,
not just by us, but by the wider community.”

In terms of what Yea Fire Brigade is
looking for, they need both operational and
non-operational personnel, as well as various
volunteering times throughout the day.

“We are recruiting operational as well
as non-operational members. So non-
operational members can assist us around
the station with fundraising, community
events, anything that isn’t emergency
response related.”

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Volunteering at Yea CFA Brigade

But then we’re also recruiting operational
firefighters, so when you start out as a basic
firefighter, you do your general firefighting
training. From there we can train you up into
which path you want to go, whether you want
to stay as a wildfire firefighter or move into
the structure side, or road crash rescue side,”
Captain McCarthy said.

“But we’re looking for anyone, all times
of the day. Preferably daytime response.
That’s where we need stronger recruitment
for daytime responders. Say you’re a parent,
and you’ve got kids at school, and you’re
available during the day, that would be great.

“Or if you work in town during the day and
are able to leave work and assist during the
day, that would be great. But we’re recruiting
for whenever anyone is available really,”
Captain McCarthy said.

Those interested in volunteering for the
CFA can either go to the CFA website, or
call Captain McCarthy personally on 0429
151 534.

“They can go on the CFA website, and
navigate to the recruitment hub and put in
an expression of interest. Or they can contact
me on my mobile number, and I’m more
than happy to have a chat about different
opportunities and what is available to them,”
Captain McCarthy said.

“The door’s always open. If you’re walking
past and see us at the fire station and want
to drop in and say hi, you’re more than
welcome. Even, bring the Kids in and we
can show them the trucks. Just feel free to
drop in and say hi.”

Melbourne students lend a hand to Lanclcare groups

STUDENTS from the Presbyterian Ladies
College in Melbourne recently took time out
of their school camp at the Rubicon Outdoor
Centre to help the Eildon and Cathedral
Landcare Groups with their projects at the
Eildon Pondage and Andrews Creek.

With the guidance of Eildon Landcare
Group volunteers the students planted at
least 150 trees, sedges and lilies around the
Eildon Pondage, and also installed six nesting
boxes onto trees throughout the reserve to

provide nesting sites for ringtail possums
and sugar gliders.

Over at Taggerty, the students helped
the Cathedral Landcare Group with their
rehabilitation project along Andrews Creek
and planted 50 of the rare Buxton gum and
over 100 rushes and lilies.

The students enjoyed checking the nesting
boxes along the creek, and were very excited
when they found two ringtail possums using
the boxes.

Mass planting effort at Andrews Creek -S

Have your say

REFCL draft guidelines
community feedback

Energy Safe Victoria invites community feedback on draft guidelines for
the safe operation of Victoria’s rapid earth fault current limiters (REFCLS).

REFCLs help to prevent fire and electrocution by quickly detecting faults
on 22 kilovolt distribution powerlines and reducing the energy flowing

through the affected line.

+ Sunday 26 May, 2pm
+ Monday 27 May, 7pm

+ Thursday 30 May, 12pm.

Register for an online information session

Find out how REFCLs are protecting your community and how you
can contribute to the consultation at an online info session:

Register online: esv.vic.gov.au/consultations

Have your say

Feedback on the draft guidelines is open until Monday 8 July 2024.

More info: esv.vic.gov.au/consultations

To have a consultation pack posted to you call, 03 9203 9700.

~——
energysafe ORIA
VICTORIA Sovarnment

F40828

Students from the Presbyterian Ladles College at Eildon Pondage installing six nesting boxes for

our local wildlife. -S

National Volunteer
Week for the CFA

THIS National Volunteer Week (NVW)
the Country Fire Authority (CFA), and
their partner emergency service volunteer
organisations, acknowledge and thank the
tens of thousands of Victorians for their
unpaid contributions to their communities.

This year’s NVW theme “Something
for Everyone” is particularly relevant
to CFA, the state’s largest volunteer
organisation, where they provide many
opportunities for members to play a
role which suits them, gain skills and
qualifications, and reach their potential.

Not only is the organisation a core part
of Victoria’s emergency service network,
but members also gain social connections
and build a greater sense of inclusion

within their local town.

CFA thanks and celebrates its 52,000
volunteers for their ongoing dedication
in protecting Victorian communities.

The ‘Give Us a Hand’ recruitment
campaign, launched last year, proved a
huge success with more than 1800 highly
skilled and professional new members
recruited across Victoria.

Acting Chief Officer, Garry Cook, said
it was extremely encouraging to see so
many Victorians sign up to be a volunteer
and be part of something bigger in their
local community.

“CFA recruited 1844 new members
since the campaign launched in August
last year and we continue to grow,”
Garry said.

“Across Victoria brigades have
recruited members and continue to, but
there are some areas still in need.”

Our organisation is unique in offering
volunteers the opportunity to gain

leadership skills, training and experience
while serving their communities. It’s
also a great place to meet and work with
people from all walks of life.”

The push for more volunteers to join
CFA is an investment in the future of
Victoria’s emergency response and
recruitment is ongoing.

Regional and rural communities are
still very much in need of more volunteers
particularly daytime responders and
young members.

“We are looking to recruit from all of
the community to ensure CFA brigades
are truly reflective of the communities
they serve and protect,” Garry said.

“Anyone interested in taking on a
new challenge should get in touch with
their local CFA brigade or go to the
CFA website.”

There is something for everyone at
CFA whether you want to train up as a
firefighter or take on a support role at
the brigade.”

Some of the types of incidents CFA
volunteers respond to include road crash
rescues, structure, grass and scrub fires
and hazmat incidents.

*“Our volunteers are some of Victoria’s
greatest assets and we are grateful to each
and every one of you who has put up your
hand to join CFA.”

If you’re interested in joining CFA or
learning more about volunteering, visit
cfa.vic.gov.au/volunteer

Once you’ve submitted your expression
of interest online, your local brigade will
contact you regarding the next steps.
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THE Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) is
backing a private members bill that would
remove regulations stopping farmers from
growing industrial hemp.

VFF President Emma Germano said the
Hemp Industry Bill 2024 introduced into
the Victorian Parliament by the Legalise
Cannabis Party provided an exciting
opportunity for Victorian farmers and
industry to unlock the benefits of hemp.

“Victorian farmers want to be able to
invest in industrial hemp, but the regulatory
burden is simply too heavy. We commend the
Legalise Cannabis party for their leadership
on this opportunity for Victoria.

“We know hemp holds vast potential for
various applications, including sustainable
agriculture and construction materials.

Training for drone

DRONES are playing an increasingly

Removing government barriers, particularly
those that are onerous or confusing, will
unlock hemp’s full benefits, including
the potential for secondary processing
and manufacturing.

“We need government to get out of the way
and give farmers the opportunity to harness
the full potential of hemp cultivation and
create new opportunities for our regional
communities,” Ms Germano said.

The introduction of the bill follows the
2023 parliamentary inquiry into industrial
hemp where the VFF had called for removing
unnecessary regulatory barriers.

“The laws regarding industrial hemp are
not fit for purpose and create an ongoing
stigma that links the crop with illicit drugs.
Industrial hemp has been allowed to grow

safety surveillance at GMW
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Bill and then the flower pot men

in Victoria since 1998, but the stigma and
onerous regulations that require licences and
expensive testing has made it too difficult
for farmers and industry to invest. Industrial
Hemp has the potential to provide Victoria
with sustainable building materials, which
we know are in increasingly short supply,”
Ms Germano said.

Hemp can be used in the production of a
wide range of products, including textiles,
paper, building materials, abrasive chemicals,
oils, food, inks, cosmetics and more.

“I encourage Premier Jacinta Allan and
her government to look at the opportunities
that industrial hemp production will bring
to Victorian farmers and support this bill
through the Parliament,” Ms Germano added.

DNalei s

The Victorian Farmers’ Federation are
backing a bill to remove regulations around
farmers growing hemp. -Chmee2

significant role in keeping Goulburn-
Murray Water’s (GMW) lakes, dams,
and reservoirs safe and secure.

GMW recently rolled out drone
competency and mission plan training
to about 25 of its storage officers
spread across northern Victoria.
In addition to these staff obtaining
their drone operator accreditation,
the training helped show them how
drone use could create efficiencies in
their daily work.

GMW Storage Operations South
Manager, Paul Beard, said the
expanded use of drones had the
potential to be highly beneficial.

“Our storages are crucial pieces
of infrastructure, and we undertake
regular inspections of all of them to
ensure they are safe and in prime
operating condition,” he said.

“A lot of these inspections have
been done in person, but we have

recently trialled inspecting several
of them using drones.”

The embankment at Lake Eppalock
is one of the first areas where GMW
trialled the drone inspections. Mr
Beard said these flights had shown a
lot of promise.

“Usually, we would have someone
walk the embankment and look for
any cracks, movement, or changes,”
he said.

“Staff would walk across a narrow
gravel track midway up the spillway,
and the path was a little hazardous in
some areas.

“Using a drone has helped us
complete these inspections more
efficiently and safely. The data we
get from them is also more consistent,
which is important for our dam safety
responsibilities.”

Storage officers are also
investigating the usage of drones as

a compliance measure, such as using
them to monitor five knot zones at
GMW storages and capture the licence
plates of any offending vessels.

GMW Survey Services Manager,
Avni Bekirofski, said there was
plenty to be gained from expanding
the corporation’s drone fleet.

“In recent years the Surveying
Services Team has benefited greatly
from the use of drones, by way of data
capture and remote access,” he said.

“We’re a relatively small team that
covers a massive region, so having
more people trained and confident
in using technology like drones will
create significant efficiencies in other
areas of our business.

“It is great to see our storage staff
already finding new uses for the
drones that support GMW operations,
so we are eager to see and benefit
from more innovation in this area.”
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Undertaking drone flight training so they can be used for GMW storage
safety monitoring. -S

OPEN COMMUNITY MEETING IN FAWCETT

Would you like to speak to Council about topics or issues that affect you

and your community?

Council is hosting an Open Community Meeting in Fawcett from 5.00 -
7.00 pm on Wednesday 29 May 2024 at the Fawcett Hall and Mechanics
Institute, 655 Spring Creek Rd, Fawcett.

You will have five minutes allocated to talk directly with Murrindindi Shire
Councillors about issues or ideas that are important to you and your
community, and you may be speaking in front of members of the public, as

well as Council officers.

If you, or your community group, would like to speak to Council, you are
invited to attend the meeting. Prior registration is not required, we'll greet
you and collect your details on the evening.

For more information, email governance@murrindindi.vic.gov.au

or call Council on 5772 0333

A st
a | 1 Murrindindi

[}
Shilre Council

National Reconciliation Week at
Buxton Primary School

Council and Buxton Primary School have collaborated to host an
event to celebrate National Reconciliation Week 2024.

You're invited to attend the National Reconciliation Week event at
Buxton Primary School, where you can immerse yourself in
Taungurung culture and learn more about reconciliation.

Thursday 30 May 10.30 am - 12 noon
Buxton Primary School

2208 Maroondah Highway, Buxton VIC 3711

The event will include a:

» message from Principal Sarah Irving

» Welcome to Country and Smoking Ceremony
» song performed in language by students

e guided tour of the Warrk Warrk Trail

Morning tea provided.

Please call Council on 5772 0333 and ask to speak with lzzy from the
Community Wellbeing team for further information.

BUXTON

PRIMARY SCHOOL
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Shire to recognise volunteers at 2024 Community Awards

MURRINDINDI Shire Council is getting set
to hold a Volunteer Appreciation Dinner to
celebrate the 39 individuals and community
groups nominated for having made an
outstanding contribution to the shire. The
event will be held on May 25 from 6pm in the
Alexandra Shire Hall, and can be livestreamed
via the council Facebook page or heard on
UGFM radio.

Mayor Damien Gallagher said, “Our
nominees are the embodiment of the vibrant
community spirit of our shire. They are
active, approachable, and inspirational.
They are hardworking team players,
mentors, and problem solvers who invest
time and effort, displaying empathy, effective
communication, and conflict resolution skills.
Their recognition is a testament to their
partnership with other volunteers, working
towards the best outcomes for our community.
As we proudly announce the nominees,
remember that everyone is a winner and
deserves to be celebrated.”

The nominees for this year’s awards are
listed below.

Volunteer of the Year

Young Volunteer of the Year

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Layla Calder: Layla volunteers at the
Flowerdale Opportunity shop, managing
their social media. She always helps the
older generation of volunteers with any
struggles they may have. Layla even took
on the role of assistant coordinator last year
for three weeks.

Alexis Holder: Alexis is a junior member
with the Kinglake CWA, she also volunteers
time at Kinglake Market, library and
neighbourhood house as well as studying
for her VCE.

Tara Jane Nieuwhof: Tara is a volunteer
member of the Alexandra Unit of VicSES,
attending various emergencies and rescues,
including the recent flood and storm events.

Senior Volunteer of the Year

Naomi ‘Nomes’ Booker: Nomes volunteers
at UGFM radio, chatting with the wider
community in her own unique way. She
was also influential as a core member
of the Thornton / Rubicon Community
Plan Program.

Tamara Fowkes: As well as running
a protea farm, Tamara is a Rotarian and
heavily involved in Kinglake Market’s
success. She also volunteers with local
clubs, including Net Set Go, the Kinglake
Country Fair, Foggy Mountain Music
Festival and Kinglake Library. She uses
her social media skills to help community
groups, including the Kinglake Art Show.
Tamara also helps decorate the town with
CWA and has a soft spot for animals and
local wildlife rescues.

Sarah Hopkins: Sarah volunteered as the
secretary of Flowerdale Community House
for three years, volunteers and fundraises
for Flowerdale Primary School and is an
integral part of the BMX Feasibility Study
team. She is currently part of the Flowerdale
Community Planning core team.

Ursula Jenkins: Ursula manages
Boomerang Bags in the Kinglake Ranges,
running weekly sewing sessions to make the
bags, at the same time providing a much-
needed opportunity for social interaction.
She has assisted with grant funding for
the local primary school, volunteers at the
school and puts time and effort into getting
community initiatives up and going.

Peter ‘Scott’ Kerr: Scott has an overall
willingness to volunteer whenever needed, he
ensures that essential medical appointments
and social events are accessible to all
members of the Acheron community.

Darryl King: Darryl volunteers with Rotary
(any way he can), Murrindindi Woodbourne
Hub, Goulburn Valley Suicide Awareness
Group and holds a Yea Community Cancer
Charity event, and Open Gardens program.
He is also an important part of the brigade
management team for the Murrindindi CFA.

William Koster: William has started many
youth groups in the Taggerty area from
Lego club to the Triangle Junior CFA. He
is involved in many of the local events in an
effort to help grow the Taggerty community.

Jessica Slapp: Jess is part of the Thornton
Eildon Football Nethall Club executive team
and played a pivotal role in the Thornton
Community Planning project, the Thornton
History Society, and spearheaded the efforts
to create the Thornton Trike Track.

Jared Sloane: Jared volunteers at the
Thornton Football Club, Alexandra Golf
Club and contributes to the successful
Thornton Trike Track.

Darren Thomas: Darren has served the
Thornton community for many years. In the
local CFA, he was instrumental in bringing
the Tour De Cure (national fund-raiser)
through Thornton.

Barb Guttridge, Sandra Hanley and
Diane Quick: Nominated together as
leaders of the Yea Strength Training Group,
for many years Barb, Sandra and Diane have
been running weekly classes for the over
50s as a preventative health program. They
gently encourage the fitness of older people
to enable a better quality of life.

Bob Burns: Bob is president of the
Kinglake Ranges Rotary Club and has
been a volunteer member since 2011,
leading the youth sports program and
clubs in Kinglake. Ensuring the safety of
volunteers at the Kinglake Market is his top
priority. He also volunteers at sport facility
working bees, a 4WD trip raising funds to
send 20 young drivers to Murcotts Defence
Driving Course, and serves breakfast at the
Anzac Day service and the Foggy Mountain
Music Festival.

John Cannon: John has been a board
member of CEACA, now Alexandra
Community Hub (ACH), for the past
23 years, 10 of those years as chair. He
works with other volunteers ensuring the
organisation runs well at an operational
level, including supporting the transition for
ACH funding away from training activities.
John has also been a member of Rotary and
involved with the Alexandra Art Show.

Ron Cooper: Ron has been actively
volunteering for approximately 20 years,
managing the Goulburn Valley Book Shop,
which is run by Friends of the Library. The
Alexandra Bookshop is well regarded by the
community with people coming from all
over the state, especially from Melbourne
to find specialty books. Ron is legally
blind and deaf and will be 80 years old in
August 2024.

Gail ‘Dolli’ Dollimore: When the Marysville
Gym closed, Dolli saw an urgent need and
formed a small committee and set about
fund raising, establishing a not-for-profit
incorporation of the community group. Dolli
and the team overcame many challenges
and the Tri Active Life Gym finally opened
in 2022 at Marysville Community Centre.
She is a strong advocate for health and
fitness and active aging, including diabetes
awareness. Dolli said, “It’s a place for all to
exercise safely.”

Christine Exton: Christine began
volunteering for Kinglake Ranges Inner
Wheel Club in 2018 and has undertaken
many roles including secretary and is
currently in her second year as president.
As well as increasing the volunteer base
by almost 30 per cent, she has picked over
4000 daffodils for Daffodil Day, and runs
the barbecue at Kinglake Market which
raises funds for important medical research.
Christine is the current membership officer
for the Kinglake Historical Society.

Sharon Fox: Sharon volunteers for
numerous organisations of which she is a
member and/or office bearer including over
25 years with Yarck Fire Brigade, secretary
with Yarck Hall Committee including the
monthly market, Alexandra Golf Club/
Racecourse committee member, Rotary,
CWA and long-term member with the local
Landcare group.

Heather Joblin: For 27 years, Heather has
volunteered on all types of conservation
and revegetating activities with Flowerdale
and Strath Creek Landcare. Other volunteer
work includes Flowerdale Primary school,
ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day,
Corryong fence restoration, Christmas
carols and the Goulburn Valley Suicide
Awareness Group, including the Blue
Tree initiative.

Julie Lynch: As Youth Service Director at
the Rotary Club of Yea, Julie has overseen
and implemented the Schools Bursary
program. She was president of the Rotary
Club of Yea in 2011-12 and is the inspiration
behind Cycle Dindi, which has been running
for eight years, bringing 150 riders annually
to Murrindindi Shire with fundraising to
support the youth of the Shire.

Patricia Maxfield: ‘Tricia’ has transferred
her skills as an activity group coordinator
in aged care to leading several line dancing
groups each week. The classes support
community connection especially for senior
community members.

Graeme Robb: Graeme has contributed
exceptional volunteer service in Eildon and
surrounds for over 50 years. He has served
in the Thornton CFA since 1966 where
he is currently treasurer. He has occupied
most positions, including captain. Graeme
served as an Ambulance Community Officer
for 52 years, the majority of which was
as a volunteer. He was instrumental in the
development of Eildon Tennis Club and
more recently a member of the Thornton
Community Planning core team.

John Sharwood: John moved to
Murrindindi Shire in 1991 and joined the
CFA, Rotary Alexandra and the Cathkin
Cemetery Trust. John joined the Kellock
Lodge board in 2002 and was chair in 2011-
13. He is a member of the Alexandra Library
Committee and was a key driver behind
building the new section of the Alexandra
Library. He is also a generous supporter of
Kellock Lodge, the Opportunity Shop and
Rotary. The fact that John is still so actively
volunteering at 90 is an inspiration to us all.

Geoff Walker: There is hardly a snag
cooked in the Taggerty area has not been
cooked by Geoff Walker. He volunteers with
the Community Hub, regularly drives for
the Red Cross and works tirelessly assisting
community members with their mowing,
pruning and cleaning. Geoff is heavily
involved with the band Pans on Fire as a
musician and a contributor.

David Web Ware: David has a rich service
history with the CFA, and since the late
1970s has played an active role in helping
to keep the community safe from fire. He
has responded to hundreds of emergencies
including the Black Saturday 2009 fires,
and more recently the 2022 floods and
the 2023 Flowerdale fire. In addition to
the fire and flood emergency responses,
he has responded to many call-outs such
as road vehicle accidents and fallen trees
following storms.

Community Group / Initiative of the Year

Murrindindi Beanie and Fibre Festival:
For over the 10 years the committee have
been hosting the well organised community
arts event, the Murrindindi Beanie and Fibre
Festival in Alexandra, an event created by
the community, for the community. Anyone
can participate by knitting, crocheting
beanies or winter warming items, or by
creating fibre art, which is donated by the
artists and available for sale with funds
going toward Alexandra Rotary providing
firewood for the elderly and disadvantaged
people to warm their homes in winter.

Alexandra Community Christmas
Tree Festival: For the last 10 years the
Alexandra Shire Hall has been transformed
each December into a forest of beautiful
Christmas trees and twinkling lights,
bringing the spirit of Christmas. This
includes street decorations and the beautiful
tree which adorned the main street. The
Alexandra Community Christmas Tree
Festival is organised by a small group of
community minded, very hard-working
organisers supported by a bevy of volunteers.

Yea Community House: The team host the
popular Yea Cruise Night for car enthusiasts,
meeting in the main street of Yea to support
traders and accommaodation providers. The
monthly event brings people together from
across the state on the grassy strip in Yea.
There is nothing better than getting some
local food, drink, or ice cream whilst sitting,
talking and enjoying the atmosphere of the
Yea township.

Boomerang Bags Group from Kinglake:
The group saw an issue with waste, single-
use plastic bags and increasing pressure on
landfill. The aim of the project is to divert
waste fabric from landfill by recycling
material, cutting it up and sewing it into
reusable shopping bags. The group firmly
believes in the inherent value of each
volunteer and their contribution.

Eildon Visitor Information and Resource
Centre: This facility was re-opened after
COVID-19 by Jenni Shaw in December
2023. Since then, with the help of Eildon
Action Inc, volunteers have kept the Eildon
Visitor Information Centre well maintained
and open five plus days per week, benefitting
local community and visitors seeking
guidance about Eildon and surrounds. The
big bookshelf offers second-hand books
free of charge and local groups access
the space regularly. Fundraising includes
selling of Eildon souvenirs, produce and
local artwork.

Murrindindi Shire Council’s Road
Advisory Group (CRAG): This is a
group of 16 community members that
meet voluntarily to provide community
views and create positive outcomes for
the local community. They assist council’s
road asset management team to determine
acceptable levels of maintenance, renewal,
acquisition, expansion, upgrade, disposal,
and decommissioning of road assets under
the control of council.

Tri Active Life: This group is run by a
committee of management that is supported
by a number of volunteers who run the day-
to-day activities. A Not-for-Profit group
located in the Triangle area providing a
low-cost opportunity for residents of all
abilities to connect and improve their health
and wellbeing.

UGFM Radio Murrindindi: UGFM is
the shire’s community radio station, and
is operated by volunteer broadcasters
trained by the station. With studios located
in Alexandra, Kinglake, Marysville and
Yea, UGFM updates the community
with safety information, local news and
broadcasting community announcements
free for not-for-profit community groups,
clubs and organisations.

Glenburn Hall Friday Night Dinners:
These dinners create a welcoming space
for local people to socialize, connect,
share a meal, and support their mental
and emotional health. The team members
(hosts) show leadership and are dedicated
to preparing meals, building community and
through their culinary skills, they nourish
not only bodies but also hearts. Their impact
resonates far beyond the Friday night meal.

Yea Wetlands Discovery Centre: The Yea
Wetlands Discovery Centre has been staffed
by volunteers 7 days a week since it opened
almost 10 years ago. This achievement is
due mainly to the 57 wonderful volunteers
who staff the reception and run tours for
visitors, locals, seniors groups and school
students. They ensure visitors and locals
have the best possible experience. The
retention rate of volunteers at the centre has
continued to go against the national trend
of shedding volunteers post-COVID-19.
In fact, 19 new volunteers have joined the
cohort since January 2021.
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APRIL WINNER PUBLISHED IN MAY 8 EDITION
Submit your photo competition entry for
May, for your chance to win a S50 gift
voucher from Dindi Country Clothing in
Alexandra.

The May theme is OPEN: ‘on the land’.
Sponsored by
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5772 1405
Slic 79 Grant Street Alexandra
andtyYeal Chlﬁ‘llC (=) Dindicountryclothing@gmail.com
Contac:{'. 5772 1002 facebook.com/DindiCountryClothing/

T AN Professional photographers are ineligible to enter.
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SAVE THE DATE

| \Y,our avourit reci\é)e.
May 24 - Yea Saleyards Do you have something you loveR
Free flu vaccination \ Cookjg_.r your family, something you
Weaner Sale 9.30am T

Combined Agents Store Sale

May 31 - Yea Saleyards

Autumn Store Sale 9.30am

June 7- Yea Saleyards

Combined Agents Store Sale 10.30am
July 5- Yea Saleyards

Combined Agents Store Sale 11.30am

Get in touch \
Phone 0419 722 570 I

Email: saleyards@murrindindi.vic.gov.au

\S’

@H%I%SSE)O eAccﬂ\.au

DO YOU HAVE A PASSION FOR
AGRICULTURE IN MURRINDINDI SHIRE?

Expression of interest (EOIs) are sought from individuals with a passion
and interest in growing the agricultural sector in Murrindindi Shire.

Shaping Murrindindi’s Future Project is now looking for members to form
part of the Innovation Working Group in Sustainable Agriculture,
Aquaculture and Horticulture to help deliver projects that will create jobs
within the region.

We are looking for people to who are:
» knowledgeable industry experts
 local farmers
» business owners
* interested community members

Being part of this project, you will be supporting opportunities in
regenerative agricultural practises that produce quality products,
support and expand local agricultural education programs, and identify
projects that will continue to support the economic and social wellbeing
benefits of environmental stewardship.

For more information, and if you are interested and want to be involved,
please contact Allisha Milestone on amilestone@murrindindi.vic.gov.au,

or fill in the online contact form at shapingmurrindindisfuture.com.au

EQIs close 23 June 2024.

ﬁs\\-. SHAPING
M MURRINDIN_]Z!JIIf__S;

-

The Rabbit Trap

n....______,..-""‘.__

N —
les15’

“When | said ‘Doggies 12, P

| meant the score!”
Sponsored by

_— A family-owned local
2N AIeXANdra one stop shop for
l B Gl T SR Plumbing, Irrigation,
Farm, Stock and
Pet Supplies.

™

Plumbing. &Rural sﬁpbliés

46-48 William Street Alexandra 5772 2110

alexgrainstore@gmail.com ﬂ
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PUZZLES

SOLUTIONS
Page 17

Crossword

ACROSS

1.
8.
9.

1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2

2

2
2
3

DOWN

0.
2.
3.
4.
6.
9.
1.
3.
4.

6.

8.
9.
0.

2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

7.

An unmarried woman.

Lure with desire.
Comes close to.

Expresses in words.

Small, black creepy crawly.
A feather on a helmet.

3
9
Run with an easy stride. 12
Common noxious weed.
The most worthless parts.

Primitive and untamed.

Lacking experience of life. 1

17

18

14

15

11

13

Ran one car into the
back of another.

. .21

Traditional dress worn
by Indian women.

23

Spoken aloud.
A ribbon-like strip of pasta.
Give a task to another person.

29

An annoyance.
Shows to be false.

Tuft of loose threads
secured by a knot

Depend on.
Something fastened
in position.
Extremely unhappy
and dispirited.

11. Moved very fast.
12. The first stage.

17. Arc of coloured
lights in the sky.

Word Search

26

27

22

24

19

25

28

30

15. Lubricating substance.

18.
20.
22.
25.
27.

Female sheep.

Playing about boisterously.
Stupid or childish talk.
Make a strenuous effort.
Succeeded at easily.
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Difficulty: Hard

Fill in the boxes using
the numbers 1 to 9.

Every row and column and every

grou

p of 9 boxes inside the

thicker lines must contain each
number and letter only once.

AlB|c[p|E|F|G[H|I[J]|K|L[m|N]|O|P[a|R[s[T|u|V|w|X]|Y|Z
4 22 5 26 1
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2 5 19 19 4 2 26 7 17 19 4 13 22
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Anna Kennedy-Borissow. -S

Role of the arts in disaster recovery

ANNA Kennedy-Borissow, a PhD candidate
for the School of Culture and Communication
at the University of Melbourne, took the time
to discuss the findings of her research on the
creative arts in relation to disaster recovery.

The research Ms Kennedy-Borissow
conducted last year for her PhD focused on
“creative recovery, which is a term used in
Australia specifically, to describe community
engaged arts programs that typically aim to
support the social and psychological recovery
of disaster affected community members.”

“My research has involved interviews
with creative recovery facilitators stretching
across the country, and five focus groups with
community members that have participated
in creative recovery programs, in different
states, and also four observations of different
projects. That was all conducted last year,”
Ms Kennedy-Borissow said.

“My findings have been focused on trying
to identify some of the benefits and challenges
to community members engaging with these
programs, and also to understand the working
conditions for the artists and other creative
workers that are delivering these projects on
the ground.”

Ms Kennedy-Borissow said the response to
creative programs in disaster recovery was
positive, and that people felt they provided a
safe space for community members.

“Pretty consistently the community
members have talked about the benefits of these
projects for helping their communities come
together after these disasters. This has helped
improve their cohesion, their community
cohesion, it’s been a way of developing or
maintaining friendships, which have been
really valuable as a source of social support
for people after experiencing disasters.

“It’s also been an emotionally regulating
experience for a lot of people, by doing arts
and crafts activities with their hands, or
participating in a choir, for example, those
different activities have been quite emotionally
calming and regulating for people.

“Community members have also talked
about how creative spaces are really safe
spaces for them, to come as they are, but
also to eventually over time feel comfortable
with sharing parts of their story with other
community members, and hearing about the
experiences of other people and feeling less
alone,” Ms Kennedy-Borissow said.

She added that her research hadn’t
specifically covered comparing different
art forms and the benefits received by each,
but that she felt that the benefits come from
creative activities that the community is
excited about.

“There are some effects that are received
in particular art forms that aren’t in others.
So for example, in arts and crafts, they’re
activities where the focus is on doing with
your hands, and people have talked about
that being a great environment to promote
conversations.”

So having a clear task and that kind of
structure, and also the ability to not have to
make eye contact is really helpful for people
to be able to share their stories.”

But really it’s about what types of activities
resonate with particular community members,
and their ability to make their own meaning
or get what they want out of participation.”

Asked about public output and how it can
aid in the promotion of creative programs
and thus, disaster recovery, Ms Kennedy-
Borissow said that it was a good source of
pride for participants and a good way of
getting the wider community engaged.

“I think that public output is often really
valued by participants, because it gives them
a source of pride in what they’ve created
with the support and collaboration of others.
It also offers the opportunity for the wider
community to connect with the project, so for
someone who might not feel that they’re up
to directly participating in creative activities,
they might feel more comfortable being an
audience member, or seeing someone they
know do a performance, or exhibit part of a
visual arts exhibition, and that can be really
meaningful for people as well, to feel like
their experiences are being reflected. It can
still have that effect of helping people feel
like they’re not alone in their experience.”

For example, in Lismore after the floods,
there was an exhibition called Rescue, which
was a photographic exhibition with transcripts
of interviews with civilian rescuers there.
I think there was about 50 people in the
Northern Rivers used their own jet skis and
boats and other vessels to rescue 1000 fellow
community members from rooftops, and this
rescue project was interviewing those civilian
rescuers and then exhibiting their portraits
and their stories in a community run gallery.”

And in that example, there were so many
benefits to those people attending. Firstly,
for some people it was about them being
able to identify who had rescued them.
It was also an opportunity to honour the
efforts and work of their fellow community
members, and celebrate and feel proud
of those community members, and really
honour those experiences, and feel like what
they’ve been through has been remembered
and acknowledged.”

Speaking to recognition of the arts as a
positive source of disaster recovery, Ms
Kennedy-Borissow added that she would
like to see more actions taken to make
creative programs a more viable option in
disaster recovery.

“Often funding will only become
available for projects after disasters occur,
and that can delay the timeframe for artists
becoming imbedded in communities and
really understanding what they would find
meaningful, and then artistic experience.
And then being able to make sure that those
projects are done really safely and sustainably.

“1 would like there to be more public
awareness and advocacy for the value of the
arts in disaster recovery.”

“Regional Arts Victoria is the peak not-
for-profit organisation for regional arts and
has been administering funding on behalf of
the state government for more than 10 years,
following on from Black Saturday. This is
always in response to a specific disaster event,
so there is a legacy of these kinds of programs
being funded.

“I'would argue that it’s clear that government
do recognise the value, but they’re yet to take
the step of including any actions in policy
and recognising that these kinds of programs
require expertise and resources, that benefit
from advanced planning and preparation,”
Ms Kennedy-Borissow concluded.



www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

The Alexandra & Eildon Standard, Wednesday, May 22, 2024 15

- *"““—-——_.__,

CATHE_DFML

BURCHALL

HOTEL  qaccenry

s

wd

v

The second Catheral Side Hotel in Taggerty. Sadly, this hotel

burnt down in 1933. -S

Hotel Taggerty between 1900 to 1907. -S

Thomas Burchell Williams and Harriet Bush Webb. Standing in
doorway was Marion (Davey) Burchell. Taken at Cathedral Side
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The interior of the Cathedral Side Hotel. Pictured from left
to right, Frances, Marion Arminell (mother), Alexandra and

Remembering the Cathedral Side Hotel

IN the early days, along the Maroondah
Highway in Taggerty stood the Cathedral
Side Hotel. This establishment had its fair
share of historical moments, which is hard
to fathom as you travel past the land where it
used to stand during your travels.

Information and photos from descendants
Trevor and Joy Burchall/ell on times from the
Cathedral Side Hotel were provided to shine
a light on this fascinating history.

The Burchalls ‘Cathedral-Side Hotel’

The first Burchell family, Thomas and Harriet,
came to Australia on the ship British Empire,
arriving in 1850 in Adelaide, South Australia.
They brought with them three children,
Elizabeth, William and John. They purchased
land at Mount Barker in South Australia, and
later Majorca in Victoria when they moved to
be near the goldfields.

Seeing land coming up for selection in
the Acheron and Taggerty area they were
able to apply for their choice of land on the
Acheron River.

Thomas Burchell Senior selected in 1876 on
the Acheron River at Taggerty his property,
known as “Hilmartin”, named after a town
they had come from in England.

His son William, selected next door,
his property known as “Cathedral Side”,
Taggerty. Daughter Elizabeth married
Thomas Webb and selected a property
at Glendale Lane known as “Bridglea.”
Daughter Sarah married James McCarthy,
their property being Swamp Creek Road,
Taggerty. Daughter Annie married Jobe
James, a Welshman who came as a tutor to
the Popple family and was later a headmaster
at Taggerty and Buxton Schools. The schools
were worked part time to begin with. Their
property was ‘The Mohican’, part of the
original Mohican Station.

William and his wife

The family lived in wagons and under canvas
while the hotel was being built, which was no
mean feat with five children.

William Senior and his son William Junior
built both Buxton and ‘Cathedral Side’ Hotel,
licensing the Burchall Hotel six weeks earlier
than Buxton.

The first hotel was built in approximately
1876 and licensed under a roadside licence. A
blacksmith shop adjoined the hotel, catering
to the horses and horse drawn carriage
transports on the roads at the time.

Copies of the title show Mrs M A Burchall
having the property transferred into her
name in 1882. An advertisement was listed
in 1890/91 in the “Country Hotel and Guest
Guides” published by Victoria Railways,
showing the “Cathedral Side Hotel” as having
accommaodation for 12 people, eight shillings
a day or 60 shillings a week.

An advertisement for “W Burchall’s line of
coaches,” was put in the Alexandra and Yea
Standard, in August 1892.

William Burchall Senior had the Royal Mail
contract under a “Contract for the conveyance
of inland mail.” The contract was for three
days a week in 1890-91 to June 1892.

William Burchall Senior would leave
Taggerty to do a run to Marysville, calling
in at Buxton. An overnight at a hotel to change
horses and be in Alexandra on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays by 10.15am. The
contract was for 88 pounds a year. The horses
and coach being driven was “six in hand.”

The contract for the Royal Mail, 1914,
July 1, shown as, William Burchell Senior
Taggerty to Marysville, 27 miles, Alexandra
via Buxton, Taggerty and Acheron, six times
aweek, coach 230.0.0 pounds a year for three
years to 1917.

Contract William Burchell Senior, 1914
to 1920, then son Alfred Burchall with mail
run on his return.

Mrs Marion Arminell Burchall, the
proprietress of the hotel, moved with the
times and had ‘Gloria’ gas lighting installed
throughout the hotel and the phone number
M.4 was connected in 1910.

In 1923/26 William Senior’s son Thomas
Frederick also was listed as mail conveyancer
along with Alfred Burchall on his return
from the war.

Alfred related how gold was collected from
the “Golden Bower” mine at Marysville and
taken to Alexandra, returning the next day
with cash to pay the miners.

In the 1950’s Gordon Alfred Burchall, son
of Alfred, had the mail run for several years
until his death in 1958.

Thus, three generations of the Burchell/
all family had the same “Royal Mail” run in
the district.

Events at the Hotel

The matriarch of the family, Marion
Arminell Burchall, was known as a shrewd
businesswoman, owner of the hotel, a

wonderful hostess, dressmaker and competent
manager of affairs and of raising their family
of 12 children.

Many meetings, petitions for schools,
education, etcetera bear her signature. The
women in the family being “ladies”, and not
allowed in the bar at any time.

The Taggerty sports for the district were
held yearly at the hotel, many weddings and
receptions too. Tours and picnics up the
‘Cathedral Mountain’ were popular walks
for Melbourne visitors. The family events
of singing, dancing, music, and stories of
the hotel were handed down over the years.
Many a mateship yarn was told over the bar
by ‘Pa’ Burchall.

Great celebrations were held when Alfred
Burchall returned from World War One after
three years away. His nieces and nephews
related stories of his homecoming of them
waiting excitedly for him to appear on a horse
from Taggerty to the pub, a distance of 3.5
miles. They recounted the happiness of the
family who had sent many letters and parcels
to him when on the western front. Treasured
postcards are kept today.

After the fire that destroyed the first Burchell
Hotel the second hotel was built immediately
as the property had been insured. William,
Marion’s daughter Margaretta, were to be
married and her fiancée William Lucas had
left gold sovereigns with her for the future.
The coins were later discovered in the ruins
of the building. The bride’s wedding dress
and heirloom bedspread (still in the family
today) were saved. Mr William Burchall
Senior was lucky to be brought out, and they
married in 1901.

A huge diamond wedding celebration was
held for William Burchall and his wife Marion
with the occasion of a wedding breakfast and
a dance at the Taggerty Hall for 200 guests.

The licence for the hotel was surrendered
by Marion A Burchall on December 5,
1930 for a sum of 1.000.0.0 pounds. At the
time Marion Burchall was the oldest holder
of a Victuallers licence for a period of 52
years. The hotel was sold to their son Alfred
Burchall in 1931. Unfortunately it burnt to
the ground in November 1933.

In the Argus Newspaper on Nov 28, 1933,
an article titled ‘Delicensed Hotel Destroyed’
said the following:

“ALEXANDRA, Monday, The Cathedral
Side Hotel building, midway between Buxton
and Taggerty, was destroyed by fire at 9pm.

The Burchell family on the verandah with a walking group. This
photo was taken in the 1920s. -S

=
William Burchall and Marion Arminell

Burchall. -S

yesterday. The hotel was delicensed about two
years ago. The occupants had a narrow escape.
Some of them had to leave the building’ in
their night attire. Mrs. A. G. Burchell, the
wife of the owner of the premises, had her hair
burned while she was rescuing some of the
seven children who were asleep in different
parts of the house. The cause of the fire is
unknown. The building was not Insured.”

Trevor Burchall, one of Alfred’s children,

wasn’t born when second fire took place at
the Cathedral Side Hotel.

Trevor said, “My father Alf Burchall
owned it in the finish, he brought it off his
mother after the old boy died, William was
my grandfather.

“When it came to the fire some family
members remembered it clearly. Mum took
the kids on the other side of the road, and they
all had to sit up on the bank and watch it all
burn. It was only a dirt road of course and
no transport was about. No one knew it had
burnt down until the next morning.”

Trevor said, “The hotel was located well
opposite Torbreck Street in Taggerty, there
was a row of old pear trees, and a big orchard
was there behind the hotel. | remember the
Orchard when | was younger.”

The Cathedral Side Property is still in
the family today and the seventh generation
Burchall descendants are in the district.
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BUSINESS & TRADES DIRECTORY

Taggerty
Vet Clinic

Dr Rebecca Parth
BVSc

0403 012 996

Consultations strictly
by appointment

All Animals
Large & Small

ANTENNAS

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

TO BOOK AN AD PLEASE PHONE 5772 1002 Il

Alexandra
BRICKLAYING
CONCRETE & PAVING

No job too big or too small
Free quotes
Call Jarrod, James and Corey

0409 190 502

EMC0032

Christopher Edwards
0405 554915

info@chris-tv.com.au
Sec Reg: 997-462-60s

-y
Chris's TV
The Television Reception Specialist

« Starlink, VAST & Foxtel installs
« TV brackets & wall mount TVs

« TV & FM radio antennas
« Extra TV wall points

» Surround sound systems  Home theatre
» Data points & mesh WIFI « CCTV security systems

Fully Registered Fully Insured

RUBBISH REMOVAL

*DOMESTIC -COMMERCIAL-INDUSTRIAL

H Builders Waste ®m 6m Walk In Bins
B Household Waste H 3m Bins

Alexandr
SKIP BINS
22 BON ST, ALEXANDRA

CALL SIMON GOODMAN

@ 0409 997 632

BRICK
and
BLOCK LAYING
New homes
Renovations
Extensions
Landscaping
KIRK
0409 336 327

LWC0193

BUILDERS & CARPENTERS

HBI)

CONSTRUCTIONS

SCOTT HILL

Registered Builder

0439 730 824

NEW HOMES « EXTENSIONS
RENOVATIONS « DECKS
SWIMMING POOLS

info@hbiconstructions.com.au
hbiconstructions.com.au

TERED

ractitioner

* member

RBP - DBU 47736 HIA 1169777

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

—— ALEXANDRA ——
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Solar Panel Cleaning
Annual cleaning

Phone David 0475 396 772 or
Robyn 0413 299 154

Fleetwood Concreting

If it’s concrete you need, phone Mac!

Any style - any size
* Driveways ¢ Paths ¢ Slabs e« Foundations
e Steps  » Crossovers
* Plain  Coloured -« Stencil
or  Exposed Aggregate

All excavations and concrete cutting

Phone 0418 534 973

* Slate

BIN HIRE CONVEYANCING

CONVEYANCING & PROPERTY
TRANSFER SPECIALISTS

Debra Loveday
5772 2500

71 Grant Street, Alexandra
debra@sargeantsm.com.au
Conveyancing throughout Victoria

ELECTRICIANS

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

D

Electrical Technology

¢ Eco Smart Electrician « Domestic / Commercial
e Undergrounds ¢ Electrical Design
* Cable Locations * Trenching
¢ Solar Installations
Grid Connect / Off Grid / Batteries

Ph 5751 0000

info@e-tec.net.au

www.etecelectrical.com.au Rec NY12906

EMC0060

- COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

- SPLIT SYTEMS - UNDERGROUNDS
- NEW INSTALLATIONS - NEW HOMES

- MAINTENANCE - BREAKDOWNS

0439 842 030

REC-33089

ELECTRICAL

TRY THE NEW SERVICE IN TOWN

24 HOUR CALL OUTS e« REDGATEELECTRICAL.COM.AU

ANIMAL SERVICES CONCRETING ELECTRICIANS GLAZIERS

Sunnyboy Electrical Services

EILDON
Domestic, Commercial and Solar
Electrical Installations

New Houses and Renovations

0498 196 986

BUXTON EXCAVATIONS

< House and Shed Sites

« Side Cuts / Driveways

< Drainage / Erosion Works

e Dams / Vegetation Mulching
* Hazardous Tree Removal

e 20 Ton Excavators
e 3 Ton Excavator
e Quad Axle Float

EMC0022

Darren
0447 198 740
Barney
0488 016 820

B KEATH'S EXCAVATIONS P/L, YARCK i

[ | [
1 EARTH MOVING
[ | Excavators ~ Dozers ~ Graders Wl
B . M; Scrapers ~ Loaders ~ Rollers [

B Backhoe ~ Water Carts
l:_ Low Loader ~ Tippers i
Trucks &Trailers

o All equipment operated by qualified operators J
PERSONAL SUPERVISION - 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE i
B phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 95111

[ | keathsexc@bigpond.com _,_ 1
(T T T TR IR R R R R b

Murrindindi
EARTHMOVING

: = NI (0 earD, ALEXANDRA
f‘l.b( 56 575 962

* Bohcat, Excavator and 4x4 Tipper Hire
¢ Post and Stump Hole Boring ® Trenching
o Site Clearing » Material Delivery e Rock Breaking

FLOOR COVERINGS

CHOOKIES
FLOORING »<{TRA

EMC0092

{ viNyL < CURTAINS

= ;
{ TIMBER < RUGS

1 Hall Street ALEXANDRA
t: 03 5772 2235

ﬁ Like us on
w facebook
wﬂ% facebook.com/alexandranewspapers

ALEXANDRA
WINDSCREENS
& GLASS

Servicing the Murrindindi Shire
for 35 years

*on site 24 hour servicex
* Automotive glass *
*x Household needs *
* Shower screens %
* Shop fronts *

Ph Steve Heard
YOUR LOCAL GLAZIER

0427 577 839

DINDI

GLASS & GLAZING

* Residential And Commercial
GlassReplacement

« NewWork

¢ QualityDoubleGlazing

e Mirrors

+ Splash-Backs

* Shower Screens
PetDoorsInto Single And
Double Glazed

Rob - 0439141 812

3 Bell

Legal & Planning

Lawyers and Town Planning Consultants
Angelina Bell — Principal Solicitor
0448793 795
admin@belllegalplanning.com.au

Louise Brennan

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
1560 Goulburn Valley Highway, Alexandra

Mobile 0418 414 875
Phone 5773 2298 Fax 5773 2294

MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Boz
Miljkovic

Mechanic

EMC0139

Alexandra Automotive
VACC

61 Downey Street, Alexandra
Ph (03) 5772 3232

- General Car Servicing
* Repairs & Tuning
- Batteries
« Road Worthy Certificates
« Disc & Drum Machining
- Front Ends & Suspension

KMC0009
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BUSINESS & TRADES DIRECTORY

SHEDS

MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Alexandra Motorcycles

<

—
HONDA

* RWC licenced tester * Tyre fitting service
* Road, Enduro, Quad repairs
¢ Servicing for popular brands *« Honda spare parts

VACC MEMBER
65 Downey Street (near secondary college)

PH 5772 1045

PLUMBERS

ARMSTRONG
- PLUMBING [T

ARMSTRONG PLUMBING

EMC4459

NEW AND | LICENSED BACKFLOW
RENOVATION WORK | DEVICE TESTER
ROOFING, GUTTER | MAINTENANCE AND
AND SPOUTING | BLOCKED DRAINS
SEPTIC AND | JET CLEANER AND
DRAINS | DRAIN CAMERA

85 Betts Road, Yea 3717
0417 356 428 | 0408 973 278
Master Plumber member 35 years - License No. 17255
info@armstrongplumbing.com.au

AM. & J. ROBINSON

Reg No. 17625

%  Plumbing
=¥ s Maintenance
Tap repairs and replacement

High pressure sewer jetter
Small excavator hire

MOB: 0428 509 359

S A& C Wood

/’é& PLUMBING
J

“ =i

ANDREW WO0O0D
0488 559 091

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, GAS FITTING, HOT WATER SERVICES,
SEWER, SEPTIC, HEATING & EMERGENCY SERVICE

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

SEPTIC TANK
& GREASE
TRAP
CLEANING

EPALICENCED
~ALL HOURS ~

5962 4841
0419 131 958

Liz. Ha

Lls]-1=1 1

EFTPOS & Credit
Cards Accepted

SERVICE STATIONS

EMC0112

Simgsnns

Fuelling North East Victoria since 1953
with quality products and great service.

Supplying bulk fuels to your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your needs
with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,

greases and solvents.

AMPOL

D Ampol Alexandra

4 Ampol Eildon
HRS

Mansfield Diesel Stop

0357721205 | www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

HAYSHED/MACHINERY

SHED SALE

18mx9mx4.0m(h).............. $14,700
24mx12mx4.5m(h)............ $24,000

30mx15mx5.25m(h)......... $47,400

If standard sizes don't suit, we'll make it to
your requirements.
*Prices are for roof only, ex. yard & inc. GST

ﬁAI.ﬁ\IOW 'Ifl@R\DS

BUILDING SYSTEMS

for a FREE quote
VIC: (03) 58214399 www.telfords.com.au

SUPPORT SERVICES

Based in Yea, Victoria, Australia
Support worker - Murrindindi Shire Towns.
Counselling - Australia wide, via telehealth

: oVORT

| ¥,

: 3 { 2
2 & -
i ".‘-' W ‘;’
1 .{’In . '““-

ABN: 72998008374

Reliable ¢
Competitive ¢

* Insured
* Experienced

¢ Qualified

TREE & STUMP REMOVALS;

Servicing Murrindindi and Mansfield Shires

5778 9603 JASON 0413 671 066

TREE SERVICES

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

* Commercial and residential block clearing

e Deadwood and weight reduction

* 24-hour emergency call outs

e Tree and stump removal

* Pruning and shaping .

¢ 3.6 Tonne excavator 2 -4

¢ Insurance works . Y

* Storm damage EAS E R N

TREE MANAGEMENT

Andrew Bates: 0488 990 393

Kate Hill: 0407 555 440

EMC5883

Ay

r\‘
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PHONE 5772 1002

WATER BORING

»>
S 4
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Ay

Extensive experience in drilling for water in Mansfield,

no obligation free quote contact GRAHAM BRENNAN
Phone/Fax; (03) 9436 1982 Mobile: 0409 362 289

- North West Drilling
Water Bores

Alexandra and surrounding areas.
Established since 1976

For answers to all your questions and a

northwest.drilling@bigpond.com
www.northwestdrilling.com.au

EMC1840

WATER BORING

No water, no charge
after free site inspection
Ph Des Murray

0428 518 159 ...

SOLUTIONS

PUZZLES
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Advanced
TREE CARE

Servicing N.E. Victoria

v Tree Removal v Chipping v Qualified
Climbers & Arborists v Fully Insured

v Falling v Mulching v Stump Removal
v Tower Hire v Free Quotes

Please call 0449 810 683

Michaelon  (03) 5778 7479
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“BILLABONG - LAKE”

New
changes
for victim-
survivors
to report
violence

THE Victorian Government is making
it easier for victim-survivors’ to report
crimes including sexual harassment and
assault, and making sure body worn
camera evidence can be used in family
violence matters.

Recently introduced into Parliament,
the Justice Legislation Amendment
(Integrity, Defamation and Other
Matters) Bill 2024 will remove barriers
that some victim-survivors face in
coming forward and will include other
improvements to modernise Victoria’s
justice and integrity system.

The current defamation laws can
have a chilling effect on reporting
sexual abuse or harassment, with
some victim-survivors not reporting
the crime due to fear of being subjected
to potential defamation proceedings.

The Bill will extend the defence of
absolute privilege to reports made to
police. This will protect all Victorians,
including victim-survivors, who make
a report to police, granting them
complete immunity if their alleged
perpetrator tries to bring a defamation
suit against them.

This reform continues the
government’s work to remove barriers
on reporting crime and improves the
way the justice system responds to
serious offences, especially for sexual
and family violence matters.

Victoria’s defamation laws will also
be strengthened to respond to the ever
evolving online landscape. The Bill will
clarify the liability and responsibility
of digital intermediaries like search
engines and social media platforms
when a third party uses their online
service to publish defamatory content.

The reforms will also ensure police
issued body worn camera footage can
continue to be used as evidence in
court cases involving a family violence
offence or family violence intervention
order. This evidence can replace the
need for victims to make a formal
written statement, but victims will
still be able to provide one if they wish.

This form of evidence has been
trialled following the Royal Commission
into Family Violence, and has allowed
victim-survivors to provide a statement
in their own words immediately
following an incident, reducing the
burden on frontline police and better
holding perpetrators to account.

Changes to integrity and justice
legislation will also ensure agencies
have what they need to do their
important jobs more effectively.
The Victorian Inspectorate will be
renamed Integrity Oversight Victoria,
led by the Chief Integrity Inspector
to better reflect the important role
this office has overseeing Victoria’s
integrity agencies.

The Bill will provide the Chief
Statistician with better access to court
data to support more accurate reporting
on criminal justice issues and trends,
complementing existing access to
Victoria Police data.

The reforms also make it clear
that electronic signatures are valid
in criminal proceedings, reducing
uncertainty around what signatures
are admissible.
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Classifieds

Call 5772 1002 now to book your ad today! or Email reception @ alexandranewspapers.com.au

Pry. Ltd.

NEWSPAPERS

el
ALEXKANDRA =7

Classified
Information

Office hours

Alexandra

Monday — Friday 8.30am — 5pm
Ph 5772 1002

E: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Deadline - Noon Monday

Proofs

Line ads — proofs not supplied
Display — will only be supplied if requested

Payment

Payment is required when placing the
advertisement. Cash, cheque or credit card
facilities available. Master Card or Visa (no
AMEX). Non-payment prior to deadline may

result in advertisement not appearing.

Death notices

Cannot be published without confirmation
or authority from a direct family
member or funeral director.

Vehicles/Deals on Wheels

Registration or VIN number must be included
in advertisement. Deals on Wheels will run for
8 weeks unless cancelled when sold.

Bargains under $100

Either one item to the value of $100 or
several items not totalling more than $100.

Animals

It is an offence to advertise the sale of a
dog or cat or to give away free unless the
microchip identification number and a source
number of the animal generated by the
Pet Exchange Register is included in the
advertisement.

Refunds or credits

Check your advertisement on its first
appearance. Although every care is taken
to ensure your advertisement is correct
errors can occur. Notify us immediately
if there are errors in your advertisement.
Refunds or credits will not be issued if your
advertisement has appeared numerous
times and you have not notified us. Credits
or refunds will not be given if advertisements
appear out of order.

Conditions of advertising

Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd has the right
to refuse any advertisement. Alexandra
Newspapers Pty Ltd gives no guarantee for
positioning of advertisements.

Copy right
Material published in this edition is
subject to copyright provisions and cannot
be used without the company’s permission.
Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd accepts
no responsibility for the unauthorised
republication of such material.

Print Post Approved - PP 100000292.

FOR HIRE MEETINGS DEATH NOTICES

FITNESS
EQUIPMENT

Rental and Sales
Alexandra
Treadmills, X- trainers,
exercise bikes, rowers
and more.
PH:0407 231 377

PETS &
LIVESTOCK
ISA BROWNLAYERS
- POL, $28 each. Phone
5798 1868. Pick-up in

Alexandra or Yea.
beckysfreerange @ gmail.com

MOLESWORTH Rural
Fire Brigade AGM and
election will be held on
Sunday, May 26, 2024 at
9am at the Molesworth
Community Hall.

All welcome.

YEA Water Tigers
AGM will be held at
Yea Community House.
Thursday, May 23 at 6pm.
All positions declared
vacant. General meeting
will follow at 7pm.
Enquiries to the secretary:
yeawatertigerscommittee @
gmail.com or 0459 248 488

BEREAVEMENT THANKS

CASSELL, Laurance

The family of Laurance Casell wish
to thank all those who offered their

condolences and kind thoughts to us on his

passing. We also thank those who cared
for Laurance in his final years.

Firstly, at Yea Memorial District Hospital

then Nathalia Hospital, Kellock Lodge and
finally Rosebank Nursing Home. We thank

all the medical staff who cared for him
during this time. Rosebank became his
home on the November 15, 2021 and we

extend special thanks to all Rosebank staff

for making his two and a half years there,

a happy time. We also thank the residents

who spent many hours enjoying activities
and socialising with Laurance.
He truly enjoyed his stay.

TENDERS

Yea Cemetery Trust is seeking tenders to
provide grounds maintenance services
at both Yea Lawn Cemetery
(Meadow Road, Yea) and
Yea Old Cemetery (Moyle Street, Yea).

Tasks required, but not limited to:

Mowing and lawn maintenance
Edge trimming — whipper snipping
Weed control

Watering

Grave site maintenance

Installation of plaques

Placement of ashes

Removal of trees fallen/trimmed
Garden maintenance around Shelter
(Lawn Cemetery)

Interested parties are asked to contact
the Yea Cemetery Trust Secretary
on 5772 0333 to obtain a scope of works.

Standard The e Chronirle

Book your classified ad TODAY!

Deadline: NOON MONDAY
Phone: 5772 1002

or email

reception @alexandranewspapers.com.au

PLEASE NOTE: All classifieds MUST
be paid by cash, cheque or credit card
at the time of booking

=

MEWLUFLFERS

Alexandra Newspapers

reception @ alexandranewspapers.com.au
Phone 5772 1002

43 Grant St. Alexandra Vic. 3714

MURIEL, Perry.

The Yea and District
Historical Society were
saddened to learn of the
passing of our esteemed
member and  strong
supporter. Muriel will be
sadly missed by us all.
Our sincere condolences
to the family.

RIGG,
Christopher
(Chris) APM
25/09/1946-
16/05/2024

Loved husband of
Kay, loving father
and father in law
to Graeme and
Nerida, Wayne
and Marcia,
and Andrew
and Michelle.
Proud and adored
pa of Jackson,
Emily, Charlie,
Sienna, Mikayla
and Kai.

TATE, Peter
1968 - 2024

It is with deep
sadness that we
announce the
passing of Peter.
He is dearly
missed by his
family, friends and
loved ones.

A private
memorial service
will be held.

McCormack
FUNERALS

Inc. BAMFORDS Murrindindi

Proce of Plnd
AFDA 1800 080 909

www.mccormackfunerals.com.au

FUNERAL
NOTICES

RIGG,
Christopher
(Chris) APM

For those who
wish to pay their
respects a church
service to celebrate
the life of Chris will
be held at 11am
on Thursday,
March 23, at St
Aloysius Church,
800 Ripon Street
Redan.

Following the
funeral service,
Chris will be laid
to rest on Friday,

May 24, 2024

at the
Eildon Cemetery.
The funeral
cortege will leave
the Eildon Police
Station on Hillside
Avenue at 11am
to the Eildon
Cemetery for the
burial service
to commence
at 11.30am.
After the service,
refreshments will
be served at the

300 Goulburn
Valley Highway
Eildon at 1pm.

McCormack

Inc. BAMFORDS Murrindindi

Prace sf Plind
AFDA 1800 080 909

www.mccormackfunerals.com.au
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THE Victorian Government
is supporting a week of
free community events and
activities for young children
and their families, helping
them celebrate childhood and
education through the joys of
play this Children’s Week.

Minister for Children
Lizzie Blandthorn has invited
eligible organisations to apply
for grants of up to $1000 to
help them host fun activities
and events for children and
families during Children’s
Week to be held later this year

The grants support
free events or activities
such as storytelling, art
exhibitions, dance workshops,
cooking sessions, musical
performances, picnics and
outdoor or messy play.

This year’s theme is
Children have the right to a
clean and safe environment,
based on Article 24 of the
United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child.

Children’s Week is a
national campaign that
celebrates the right of
children to enjoy childhood. It
showcases their achievements
while providing educational
experiences for them and
their families.

More than 45,000 children
and families took part in

Children’s Week
Grants now open

Children’s Week activities
across the state in 2023, with
the Victorian Government
supporting more than 200
events through grant funding.

During Children’s Week,
community organisations,
sports clubs, neighbourhood
associations and local
councils organise a variety
of events, including open
days, special events, displays
and online activities. The
events celebrate children
and childhood and showcase
their achievements.

Children’s Week runs
from Saturday, October 19 to
Sunday, October 27 this year.

Minister for Children Lizzie
Blandthorn said, “Children’s
Week is a great opportunity to
celebrate the talent, skills and
achievements of Victoria’s
children while providing free
and engaging activities for
them and their families.

“These grants will help
local organisations host
fun and exciting events that
celebrate children, childhood
and learning through play.”

Applications for Children’s
Week grants close on June
16. To apply, visit vic.gov.
au/childrens-week-grants-
program

Victorian Early
Years Awards
Nominations open

NOMINATIONS for the Victorian
Early Years Awards are now open,
and it’s time for Victorians to
nominate their most innovative,
inspiring and dedicated early
years teachers, educators,
organisations and programs.

The awards are now in
their 19th year and celebrate
the outstanding work of early
childhood professionals and
services, recognising their roles in
improving the health, wellbeing,
learning and development of
children from birth to eight years.

Minister for Children Lizzie
Blandthorn encouraged early
childhood professionals and
organisations, families and
members of the community to
submit their nominations.

This year, the awards will
celebrate leadership, outstanding
achievements, dedication and
innovation across nine categories.

This includes creating
collaborative community
partnerships, improving access
and participation, and promoting
children’s health and wellbeing.

Outstanding individual
contributions to early childhood
outcomes will be recognised
through the prestigious Early
Childhood Teacher and Early
Childhood Educator of the
Year awards, while outstanding
educational leadership will be
celebrated through the Emeritus
Professor Collette Tayler
Excellence in Educational
Leadership Award.

Early childhood services
that incorporate Aboriginal
perspectives and support
Aboriginal children and families
will also be recognised through

the Aunty Rose Bamblett Koorie
Early Years Legacy Award.

All winners will receive
$15,000 to further develop their
initiatives and share the learnings
of their approaches, or to support
their professional development.
Finalists from the nine categories
will also be considered for the
prestigious Minister’s Award,
selected by Minister for Children
Lizzie Blandthorn.

Ms Blandthorn said, “It’s time
to recognise the incredible work
of Victoria’s early childhood
teachers, educators and leaders.
Show your support by nominating
them for the Victorian Early
Years Awards.”

“The Victorian Early Years
Awards celebrate the early
childhood professionals, services
and initiatives that are dedicated
to improving the lives of Victorian
children and their families.”

“Early childhood education and
care sits at the heart of Victoria’s
education system — these awards
recognise the dedication and
professionalism of the ECEC
sector in supporting Victorian
children and families.”

“If you know a dedicated early
childhood teacher, educator or
educational leader making
a difference to Victorian
children and families, nominate
them for the Victorian Early
Years Awards.”

Nominations for the Victorian
Early Years Awards close on
Thursday, June 13, with finalists
announced in August. For
more information or to submit
a homination, visit vic.gov.au/
victorian-early-years-awards
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No seedy equipment in Victoria

IMPORTING second hand farm machinery such
as tractors, seeders, sprayers, harvesters, baling
or storage equipment from interstate can provide
an alternative to buying brand new.

However, there are a few matters to consider
before you buy.

Besides the costs of the machine and its
transport, there are other costs involved in
ensuring the machine meets Victorian biosecurity
legislation (Plant Biosecurity Act 2010) and the
conditions of entry described in the Victorian
Plant Biosecurity Manual.

Used agricultural equipment and spare parts
could pose a high risk to Victoria’s unique
environment and agricultural industries.

Given the nature of their work, there is a high
possibility used machinery could harbor weeds,
pests and diseases that isn’t wanted in Victoria.

Therefore, unless they meet specific conditions
of entry outlined in the Plant Quarantine Manual
(PQM), they are prohibited from entry.

For example, Annual Ryegrass Toxicity
(ARGT) is not in Victoria. ARGT host material
includes cereal crops, first cut lucerne, pasture
hay, stock feed or plant waste and could be
located anywhere in Western Australia, South
Australia or New South Wales.

Any machinery from these states must meet
the specific conditions of entry to minimise any
risk of introducing ARGT into Victoria.

Equally, Victoria is free from the fungal
disease, Lupin Anthracnose (LA). Important
lupin growing states like SA and WA don’t have
area freedom from LA and therefore, restrictions
apply to the importation of machinery into
Victoria from there.

These (and other) biosecurity risks are carried
in soil, animal or plant material found on or inside
used farm machinery.

Therefore, they must be thoroughly cleaned,
free of plant material and visible soil, and
inspected by a government officer.

A Plant Health Certificate must then be issued
before movement into Victoria.

There are costs and time involved with such
a thorough clean, often requiring the partial

dismantling of the machine or equipment to
access all the hidden away, hard to get at areas.

For example, debris is commonly found
collecting in the driver’s cabin, on the chassis, in
the grain bin, augers, belts, elevators, spreaders,
choppers, tyres, rims, sieves, radiator and under
any guards.

Always check early with an Agriculture
Victoria Biosecurity Officer before you sign up
to import a used farm machine into Victoria.

The import prohibition doesn’t apply if the host
material is grown on, sourced from, or last used
on a property that is located in a state or territory
for which area freedom exists.

In the case of LA, this exemption currently
applies for Queensland, NSW, Tasmania and
the Northern Territory, meaning the unrestricted
importation of LA host material from these
locations is allowed (provided no other quarantine
restrictions apply).

Currently Queensland, Tasmaniaand NT have
state freedom for ARGT so no permit or PHC is
required for machinery from these states.

Tips for buyers: It’s the importer’s
responsibility to ensure all imported, used
agricultural equipment is thoroughly clean prior
to export and a PHC is obtained. The cost of
dismantling, cleaning, and certifying a grain
harvester sometimes totalling over $10,000; used
agricultural equipment found to be unacceptably
contaminated on arrival will be re-exported or
subjected to an expensive cleaning process at the
expense of the new owner; use an experienced
machinery dealer who regularly imports from
other states. Different dealers offer varying
support and services in the price they quote; don’t
get stuck with a dirty machine. It’s a massive
biosecurity risk to your farm and the grains
industry. If it doesn’t arrive clean, you will have
to clean it before using it.

Practical and inexpensive farm biosecurity
tactics are found at farmbiosecurity.com.au and
agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity

Please contact Agriculture Victoria on 136 186
for any biosecurity related matters.

ON May 10, according to the Chief Health
Officer, Dr Clare Looker an increase in
Covid-19 activity is seen in Victoria resulting
in a surge of people being hospitalised with
COVID-19. At the same time an increase in
influenza and Respiratory Syncytial Virus
(RSV) is present as winter is getting closer.

It is advised that those at greatest risk of
becoming seriously ill from COVID-19 and
other respiratory viruses are protected, this
also includes people aged over 65, people with
a disability or chronic medical condition and
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
Younger children aged six months to five years
and pregnant women are also at greater risk
of influenza and RSV.

Steps you can take to stay ahead of
COVID-19 include, wearing a high quality
and fitted mask, get vaccinated, if you re over

COVID-19 numbers on the rise

75 you should get a booster if you haven’t had
one for six months. Vaccines are available at
your GP or local pharmacy.

Increasing the airflow in the environment
by opening windows and doors to reduce the
spread of the virus and meet outside with
people in fresh air if possible.

If you have symptoms, get tested and if
you test positive and are eligible for antivirals
take them as soon as possible to increase
effectiveness, they must be taken within
five days of developing symptoms. If you
are positive to COVID-19 you should stay
home for at least five days and until you have
no symptoms.

Yearly flu vaccination is also recommended
for everyone aged six months and over, and
free for eligible priority groups.
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RE-Alliance welcomes
Helen Haines MP backing

RE-ALLIANCE welcomes new
independent MP Helen Haines, who has
backed ‘Local Energy Hubs’ as a way
to deliver accurate information about
the energy shift to local communities.

RE-Alliance, which works with
regional communities as they navigate
the energy shift, said ‘Local Energy
Hubs’ would be physical information
centres staffed by experienced local
experts. They could inform local
people about local renewables and
transmission projects, household
and farm business electrification and
battery storage, electric vehicles,
offshore wind projects, and more.

RE-Alliance National Director,
Andrew Bray, said local experts
relaying accurate information to their
communities was the best way to get
out in front of misinformation.

“We’re delighted to see a federal
member of Parliament using their role
to champion policy ideas that benefit
regional communities,” Mr Bray said.

“Getting accurate information about

local projects into local communities is
key to the energy shift, and who better

to deliver this information, than trusted
local faces.

“Local Energy Hubs will help
make the energy shift smoother in
regional communities.”

RE-Alliance has been speaking
to government MPs and Ministers
with a coalition of partners including
the Community Power Agency and
Yes2Renewables over the past six
months to ensure every step is being
taken to support regional communities
hosting the clean energy shift. A shift
that needs to accelerate rapidly this
decade to secure a safe climate future.

One of the measures proposed is
a federally funded network of 50
independent ‘Local Energy Hubs’
in regions with large amounts of
current or proposed renewable energy
developments and transmission lines.

This was not funded in last week’s
budget. RE-Alliance estimates that
to fund 50 ‘Local Energy Hubs’, it
would cost the federal government
$150 million annually, for a period
of 10 to 15 years. This would cover
staffing as well as money for grants
and engagement activities.

No more stamp duty for commercial
and industrial properties

THIS week the state governement’s
landmark tax reform for Victorian
businesses has passed Parliament,
transitioning commercial and industrial
properties away from stamp duty from
July 1.

The commercial and industrial
property tax reform will progressively
abolish stamp duty and replace it
with a more efficient commercial
and industrial property tax. This
transformational reform will help
Victorian businesses set up, invest in
new land and buildings, and employ
more workers.

The reforms amount to a $266
million tax cut in the first your years,
adding 12,600 jobs and benefiting
Victoria’s economy by up to $50 billion
over the next 40 years in cumulative
net present value terms.

Since announcing the development
of this reform, the state government
has worked closely with industry and
the property sector to finalise the

design which was confirmed in the
Victorian Budget 2024/25.

From July 1, stamp duty will be
payable one final time on commercial
and industrial properties as they
are transacted, with no stamp duty
applicable to any future sale of
those properties.

The commercial and industrial
property tax will apply 10 years after
the next transaction and will be set at a
flat rate of one per cent of a property’s
unimproved land value per annum.

As part of the transition, eligible
purchasers will have the option of
accessing a government transition
loan for the final stamp duty payment,
allowing them to avoid any up front
lump sum payment.

The Victorian Government will
provide educational support to help
industry and taxpayers transition to
the new scheme.

Further details are available at dtf.
vic.gov.au/funds-programs-and-
policies

Driving tired? Wake up to yourself

A NEW hard hitting road safety campaign
targeting drowsy drivers is backed by research
showing drivers are four times more likely to
crash if they’ve had less than five hours sleep.

The campaign ‘Driving tired? Wake up
to yourself’, launched by the Victorian
Government and Transport Accident
Commission (TAC), reminds drivers that
being tired behind the wheel not only makes
them a danger to themselves, but a danger to
everyone on the roads.

Central to the campaign is a confronting
new television ad showing a serious crash
caused by atired driver crashing into another
car with a mother and her young daughter.

Tired drivers contribute 16 to 20 per cent
of fatal crashes on Victorian roads each year,
while accounting for approximately 25 per
cent of road trauma injuries at The Alfred and
Royal Melbourne hospitals.

The campaign is backed by research by
Monash University and the TAC, which found
participants in an impaired driving assessment
track trial were four times more likely to crash
if they had only four to five hours sleep.

A second study found most respondents
understood the risks of driving while tired and
could identify the signs and symptoms, while
young men reported a greater risk of falling
asleep at the wheel.

The campaign comes as this year’s Victorian
road toll surpasses 100, a total of 106 people
have lost their lives on the state’s roads in 2024.

Victorians will see and hear the new
campaign across TV, online, radio, music
streaming platforms, cinemas, regional
press, social media, outdoor advertising, and
billboards, from May 19 until June 30.

Drive to conditions and
remember school speed zones

SCHOOL speed zones are the 40
kilometre per hour areas that operate
near schools. These reduced speed
changes are to keep children safe
during peak times. Speed limit times
are clearly displayed on nearby signs.

There are two types of school speed
zones, these include permanent 40
kilometre per hour zone and variable
time based zones. The time based
zones are from 8am to 9.30am and
2.30pm to 4pm, only on weekdays
and during the Victorian school terms,
except for public holidays. Please obey
these speed limits.

Fog is increasing as the days become
cooler. Ifdriving in the fog, ensure that
you switch on your low beam lights to
be visible to oncoming traffic. If you
are riding a bike in the fog, make sure
you are wearing high visibility clothing
and that your bike has flashing lights.

According to RACV, lights and
reflectors on bikes are required at night
or in conditions of reduced visibility.
Lights must be visible from at least 200
metres away. This includes a flashing
or steady white light at the front, a
flashing or steady red light at the back
and a red reflector clearly visible at the
back of the bike from 50 metres.



20 The Alexandra & Eildon Standard, Wednesday, May 22, 2024

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Scams are reducing, but don’t
be complacent. -Microbiz Mag
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Progress made in combating scams

THE National Anti-Scam Centre has recently
released the Targeting Scams report on scam
activity that occurred through the calendar
year of 2023 with some very surprising
results. The report highlighted the scams
that Australians are reporting and what
government and private sector initiatives are
doing to combat these scams.

The report says “In early 2023, it was
anticipated Australians would report losing
significantly more than the $3.15 billion
reported in 2021, given the year on year
growth in financial losses and increasing
scam activity globally. However, based on
data from Scamwatch, ReportCyber, the
Australian Financial Crimes Exchange,
IDCARE, and the Australian Securities
and Investments Commission (ASIC) the
combined losses reported in 2023 were $2.74
billion, a 13 per cent decrease in losses.

“In 2023, Australians made over 601,000
scam reports compared to the 507,000 in
2022, an 18.5 per cent increase in reports. It
is encouraging to see the amount of financial
loss decreased despite the increase in scam
reports. These results demonstrate that
coordinated scams prevention, detection
and response initiatives can stem the flow of
funds to criminals and protect Australians.”

With the reported losses the report showed
the top five scams by loss included $1.3 billion
in investments, $256.0 million in remote
access scams, $201.1 million in romance
scams, $137.4 million in phishing scams and
91.6 million in payment redirection.

Even though the report is showing
promising results that Australians are
getting less affected by scams, there are also
unreported losses that do take place that also
need to be considered.

The report states, “We know the extent
and impact of scams is under reported and
some cohorts are markedly underrepresented
in official reporting figures. The National
Anti-Scam Centre is conducting more work
to encourage reporting from all communities,
and to reduce the stigma of scams so that
more people are comfortable to report them.

“The Australian Bureau of Statistics
(ABS) Personal Fraud data shows that in
the 2022-23 financial year, 2.5 per cent of
Australians (514,300) experienced a scam.
A person is considered to have experienced
a scam if they have responded to a scam
and sought further information, provided
money or personal information, or accessed
links associated with the scam. Sixty nine
per cent of people who experienced a scam
notified or were notified by an authority.
This means that approximately 30 per cent
of people who experienced a scam did not
report it. Itis likely many of those who did not
report incurred a small or no direct financial
loss and consequently this under reporting
does not mean the $2.74 billion in reported
losses would be 30 per cent higher of those
people reported.

“There are also Australians who lost money
to ascam in 2023 and did not know they were
being scammed. Investment and romance
scams are long term scams where scammers
maintain relationships for months or years
before the person is aware it is a scam. They
may be detected only after a bank account is
identified as containing scam funds and banks
or law enforcement identify victims who have
sent money to the scam bank account.”

In the last half of 2023 a significant
decrease in financial losses occurred, 21
per cent compared to the first half of the

year. Several scam reporting organisations
observed a downward trend, despite some
fluctuations in reported losses.

Initiatives that were introduced last year
that would have contributed to the reduction
of reported losses was the launch of the
National Anti-Scam Centre. The key aim
of the National Anti-Scam Centre was to
enable the sharing of scams intelligence
across government, law enforcement and
the private sector to enable near real time
identification of scam phone numbers, bank
accounts and social media accounts, leading
to timely intervention when scammers try to
contact potential victims, or when victims
unknowingly attempt to make payments
to scammers.

In late 2023 there was an introduction
by the government of a consultation for a
mandatory scams code framework, this
has likely motivated businesses to address
underlying risks and may have led to an
increased focus by potential regulated entities
on scam prevention initiatives.

Banks also took a stance with
cryptocurrency exchanges, with Westpac,
CBA, NAB, ANZ, and other banks taken
steps to limit transactions to high risk
cryptocurrency exchanges.

ASIC introduced a scam website
removal capability for websites that hosted
malicious phishing and investment scam
information. Over 3500 websites were taken
down or made inaccessible to Australians.

A call stop initiative has been introduced
to counter bank impersonation SMS scams
by diverting Australians who call back a
number in a scam SMS message to a scam
warning message.

Telstraand CBA announced a pilot program
to help detect and prevent phone scams for
joint customers. Scam Indicator enables CBA
to confirm if a customer is on a phone call
while transacting with the CBA which is an
indicator that a scam could be occurring,
potentially doubling the bank’s success rate
of phone scam detection. The NAB also
introduced payment prompts in digital
banking to help customers see potential
red flags.

Some telecommunication initiatives saw
the introduction of a SMS sender ID registry
from the Australian Communications and
Media Authority (ACMA). The aim of
this was to protect alphanumeric message
headers such as ‘ATO’, ‘MyGov’ or ‘NAB’,
brands and government agencies from
SMS impersonation. In December 2023,
the ACMA commenced a pilot phase of the
registry, which will consolidate existing
sender I1D protections with some well known
brands and agencies. Pursuant to the Telco
Code between October and December 2023,
telecommunications providers reported
blocking over 246.7 million scam calls and
over 106.7 million scam SMS.

And finally, the introduction of new payee
verification technology, this technology
ensures people are transferring money to
the people they intend to. This can reduce
the number of people impacted by payment
redirection scams and impersonation scams.

With the results from the report showing
that there is a reduction in Australians affected
by scams since mid 2023, it doesn’t mean to
say we should become complacent as there is
always a new scam around the corner.

Last chance to contribute to the draft budget

Don’t let tailgaters

MURRINDINDI Shire Council has released their
draft budget for public consultation. This is your
last chance to have your say, particularly if you
have ideas which you believe need to be considered
in the budget. Submissions are due by Friday,
May 24.

In the draft budget for 2024/25, 15 per cent
of the budget is being spent on recreation and
open spaces, 20 per cent on community, health,
planning and safety, 18 per cent on waste and
recycling, 33 per cent on roads and infrastructure,
and 14 per cent on other items.

Fifty-seven per cent of the shire’s funding is
expected to come from rates and charges, 18
per cent from operating grants, 13 per cent from
capital grants, seven per cent from statutory
fees and user charges, and five per cent from
other income.

The shire’s forecast underlying operating surplus
for 2023/24 is $3,464,000 in deficit and is forecast
to be $3,634,000 in deficit in 2024/25. Their
liquidity is reducing, with their operating income
insufficient to cover their operating expenses.

They noted that they are constrained in their
income, with their main sources of regular
income, such as rates, capped below inflation.
Their ability to fund the renewal and replacement
of assets is also not keeping pace with the rate of
asset deterioration.

Like many local government areas (LGAS),

Murrindindi Shire has expressed concern about
the state government’s cost shifting, whereby the

state government is requiring councils to take on
more responsibility for providing services and
infrastructure without providing adequate funding.

The shire noted that Federal Government grants
don’t cover recreation in their disaster funding,
creating an impost on the budget, and that small
rural councils are experiencing a disproportionately
higher share of, and impact from, natural disasters
and extreme weather events.

Victorian Grants Commission (VGC) grants
have also remained consistently below $5 million
since 2010/11.

The State of Victoria Local Government Finance
report from October 2022 shows that small rural
shires, such as Murrindindi, have significantly
lower performance on financial sustainability
compared to other LGA types. Only metropolitan
and interface councils were shown to be in surplus.

Murrindindi Shire Council is aiming to identify
further efficiencies through services reviews,
digital transformations and sharing services with
other councils. There is also expenditure which is
expected to save the shire money, such as energy
efficient street lighting, residual carbon offsets
and special charge schemes, and are working to
facilitate growth in the shire through partnering
for key worker housing and looking to encourage
the development of vacant land through increasing
the differential to 200 per cent, up from 150 per
cent. They will also work with the community to
rationalise assets.

For further information, visit theloop.
murrindindi.vic.gov.au/budget

get the better of you

AFTER a recent poll asking Victorians
what type of road rage behaviour they
see most, RACV is reminding Victorian
motorists to refrain from, and remain
aware of dangerous road behaviours.

Results from the more than 4400
respondents to the poll showed that 38
per cent saw or experienced tailgating,
followed by aggressive driving, abusive
Eehaviour and excessive use of the

orn.

Road rage can include dangerous
driving or abusive behaviour targeted
at other motorists, and the impacts can
be fatal if a collision were to occur.

RACV’s Head of Policy James
Williams said tailgating is more
dangerous than what motorists might
expect.

“Tailgating is a reckless behaviour
and in a split second an incident could
cause the front driver to brake suddenly,
resulting in a potentially significant
crash between the tailgater and driver
in front,” Mr Williams said.

“Additionally, extreme tailgating
behaviour can divert the front driver’s
concentration and impact their driving
confidence, resulting in collisions or
unsafe driving speeds.”

Motorists should be aware that in
Victoria, tailgating is illegal. Failing to
drive a safe distance behind a vehicle,
or tailgating, can see offenders fined up
to $248 and one demerit point.

“It’s just not worth the risk to tailgate.
Always provide a safe enough distance
from the car in front of you.

“That safe distance is dependent on
factors including speed limits, road
infrastructure and weather conditions,
however a rule of thumb is to keep at
least a two second gap between you
and the car in front,” Mr Williams said.

RACV provides the following
suggestions for motorists who
experience road rage., remember to stay
calm and maintain a safe speed. Don’t
accelerate to increase the distance
between you and the tailgater. Prioritise
safety and focus on the road ahead.
Don’t let yourself become distracted
by other occurrences inside the car.
Change lanes, if your on a highway
or freeway, or allow the tailgater to
pass when safe. When safe to do so,
report the incident to the police, noting
the car’s make, model and registration
number, if captured, as well as the area
it occurred.
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Athletics day -

at Alexandra
Secondary

College

ALEXANDRA Secondary College held
their annual College Athletics earlier this
month. The event highlighted not only strong
individual performances for ribbons, but also
those students who competed and earnt points
as part of a team for their house. The school
would like to thank Mrs Crouch, Mr Francis
and Mr Nadj as well as all of the