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Council’s 10 Year Financial Plan shows significant challenges
MURRINDINDI Shire Council held a 
special meeting of council in Kinglake 
West on Wednesday, October 29 to discuss 
the adoption of council’s annual report and 

Financial Plan 2025-35
Cr Hildebrand introduced council’s 10 year 

challenges include the persistent underlying 

grant income declining, and spoke of the need 

noted that the plan also outlines internal costs 

He added that council is committed to 

opportunities and asset rationalisation 

Cr Carpenter asked Director of People 

Mayor Gallagher also questioned Mr 

cent annually, and employee costs forecast to 
increase by three per cent per annum including 
CPI and other costs such as compliance to 

of this is the requirement that casual staff 
be transferred to part-time under certain 

to continue its current rate of spending, 

Mayor Gallagher said that the 10 year 
document offers a long-term plan, and 

m the rate cap, as 

Continued Page 5
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Weekly Weather 
November 5 - November 11, 2025

Goulburn R at Lake Eildon (TW) 10.00AM Mon 1.43 steady          Below Flood Level 

Rubicon River at Rubicon 10.00AM Mon 0.54 steady  

Acheron River at Taggerty 10.00AM Mon 0.62 steady          Below Flood Level

Home Creek at Yarck 07.47AM Mon 0.17 steady  

Yea River at Devlins Bridge            08.24AM Mon 0.50 steady          Below Flood Level

Murrindindi River Above Colwells 09.00AM Mon 0.29 steady

Yea R at Old Killingworth Rd 10.00AM Mon 0.64 steady   

Goulburn River at Ghin Ghin 10.00AM Mon 3.56 steady   

King Parrot Creek at Flowerdale 10.00AM Mon 0.39 steady          Below Flood Level

Goulburn River at Trawool 10.00AM Mon 1.15 steady          Below Flood Level

Sunday Creek at Tallarook 10.00AM Mon 0.31 steady          Below Flood Level

Goulburn River at Seymour 10.00AM Mon 1.47 steady          Below Flood Level

Whiteheads Creek at Seymour 10.00AM Mon 1.14 steady   

*ISSUED AT 10:42 AM AEDT MONDAY 3 NOVEMBER 2025

STATION NAME

RIVER HEIGHTS FOR THE GOULBURN CATCHMENT
TIME HEIGHT TENDENCY FLOOD CLASS

Alexandra......................................... 4mm
Buxton........................................... 5.6mm
Eildon (AWS)....................................... 2mm
Flowerdale........................................ 4mm
Jamieson........................................... 2mm
Kinglake........................................... 7mm
Lake Eildon...................................... 2mm
Mans eld..................................... N/Amm
Taggerty ........................................... 4mm
Yarck ................................................ 4mm
Yea.....................................................6mm

Above details for 7 days to 9am Monday

Height above sea level this week..................275.66m
Capacity as at 9am Monday...............................55.6%
Metres below full supply..................................13.24m
Daily in ow .................................................2000ML
Release........................................................ 1800ML
Eildon Pondage (may be subject to rapid change).................61%

DISTRICT RAINFALL

LAKE EILDON

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
can be submitted via email to 

editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

 or by mail to Alexandra Newspapers 
 PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714.

Letters must be 300 words or less. We will 
not publish defamatory letters, or content 
which is o ensive, threatenin  or containin  
personal attacks. Submitted letters may be 
edited before oin  to print.
All letters must contain writers name, 
address and contact number. (not necessarily 
for publication). Letters without these details 
supplied cannot not be published. Deadline 
for Letters to the Editor is 9am Monday.

If you have any enquiries please do not hesitate 
to contact the o ce on

 5772 1002 or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

We thank you for your continued support

   Thursday 5pm
   Thursday noon
   Thursday 5pm
   Monday noon
   Monday 9am
   Monday 10am
   Monday 9am
   Monday 10am

Real Estate
Trades & Services

Early General News 
lassi eds
Editorial

Sports Editorial
Letters to the Editor

Thumbsup/down

DEADLINES

MONTHLY COMMUNITY GROUPS
WEEKLY

Tue Women’s Walk @ 7am @Embassy of Ideas
Wed Oasis Church, free coffee connection Ph 0408 123 581
Fri Man Walk @ 7am meet at RSL Hall
Fri Communitea 10am-12pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
Sun Alex & Dist Dog Obedience, training. Ph 0456 583 611
Sun Alanon 7pm St Johns Hall. Ph 1300 22 22 22.

MONTHLY
1st Wed    Alexandra Lions dinner meet, Corner Hotel 0427 595 318
1st  Thur Murrindindi Men 6-8pm@ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
1st Sun Crop/Produce swap 10.30am--noon @ Embassy of Ideas 
2nd Tue Alexandra District Garden Society Meeting Ph 5772 2285
2nd Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
3rd Wed Alex Lions business meeting, rear RSL hall 0427 595 318
3rd Thu Alexandra Ladies Probus 10am RSL Ph 0428 976 252
3rd Thu Community Potluck dinner 6-8pm @ Embassy of Ideas
3rd Sun Alexandra RSL  Ph 0409 950 913
4th Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
4th Thu Alexandra Redgate CWA Meeting 1pm, Ph 0402 804 517
Last Fri Carers Group 10am Grant Street Grocer. 0418 402 455

For a $10 annual fee for one line, your club or organisation’s 
regular meeting dates will be listed each week. Not only is this 
a reminder to your regular members but also a good source of 
what groups are available in the community, when they meet 

and a contact phone number.

COMMUNITY DIARY
Alexandra District Health

5772 0900
Non-emergency police assistance

131 444
EMERGENCY 000

Local Radio Frequency
UGFM 106.9 Alexandra / Lake Eildon
UGFM   98.5 Marysville / Lake Mountain

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

On Monday, October 20, the Eildon Cemetery received an impressive new cemetery 
sign thanks to the professional expertise of Robert (Bob) Dare. The Eildon Cemetery 
Committee are a dedicated and passionate group, striving to preserve history and implement 
improvements. Pictured are Robert Dare and Eildon Cemetery committee member Helena 
Sneddon. -S

Closure of Yea Podiatry Clinic
AFTER 15 wonderful years of caring for 
the podiatry needs of the local community, 
I would like to let everyone know that Yea 
Podiatry Clinic will be permanently closing 
its doors on December 31.

it has been an honour and a privilege to 
not only care for the podiatry needs of our 
local community, but also to get to know the 
wonderful people who call this area home. 
The relationships and trust built over the 
years have meant so much to me.

The decision to close has been incredibly 

for me and my family. Yea Podiatry Clinic 

has been such a big part of my life, and I am 
truly grateful for the loyalty, kindness, and 
support I’ve received over the years. I will 
truly miss everyone.

My heartfelt thanks go to all clients, my 
amazing employees (Ashleigh, Bella, Ben, 
Barb and Jacinta), Yea Hospital, our local 
doctors, fellow businesses, and the broader 
Yea and surrounding community who have 
supported the clinic since the beginning. 
Although the clinic will soon close, the sense 
of care, connection, and community spirit it 
fostered will always remain with me.

With sincere thanks.
Erin Papadopoulos, Yea Podiatry Clinic

Letters to the Editor
THUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWN

THUMBS UPTHUMBS UPTHUMBS UP

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down is a reader’s 
contribution section of Alexandra Newspapers. 

Send your Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down to  
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Contributions will be edited and/or published 
at the Editor’s discretion. We request that this 

section not be used as a slander attack on 
persons, businesses or property

THUMBS UP:
To the Alexandra Timber Tramway 
for their Halloween night. It was an 
excellent outing for the whole town.

THUMBS DOWN:
Why spend millions of dollars on a 
Splash Park for Eildon and not turn 
water on for a hot long weekend?

THUMBS DOWN:
To Murrindindi Shire for not having 
the water on at the Eildon Splash 
Park. Being a long weekend with lots 
of tourists about and warm weather, 
it was ridiculous.

THUMBS DOWN:
Devastating to see the Eildon 
Splash Park was closed on the 
Cup Weekend when our town is full 
of families and the weather is 28 
degrees. Why would the shire build a 
fantastic facility and then fail to keep 
it operational?

The 2025/26 swimming pool season 
starts on Saturday, November 15, 
including the Baanh ba Djila Splash 
Park in Eildon. -Ed
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Sunday, November 9 
9am to 1pm

, November 9 
m to 1pm

To book please call 0494 329 695 or 
email marysvillemarketinc@gmail.com

Second Sunday of each month

All your favourite stalls along 
with home made cakes, 

local honey, plants, 
jewellery and handcrafts. 

Community sausage sizzle
and live music.

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Vehicle damages Sportspower shop
An incident  on 
Grant Street on 
the afternoon of 
Wednesday, October 

damage to Alexandra 
Spor t spower.  A 
vehicle entered the 
store from the street.

Fortunately, the 
female shopper who 
was at the counter 
at the time of the 
incident and the 
driver of the vehicle, 
a 73 year old local 
man, were both 
uninjured. Both were 
very shaken up.

It’s understood that 
two parked vehicles 
were also damaged.

Police, ambulance 
and CFA members 
attended the incident. The damage inside the store following the incident. -AR

Fatal workplace 
incident in Eildon

VICTORIA Police have advised that 
they will prepare a report for the 
Coroner following a fatal workplace 
incident in Lake Eildon. The man 
was aged 49. The death is not being 
treated as suspicious. WorkSafe has 

Extras sought 
for television 
production

A CASTING call has been appearing on 
social media in the shire during the last 
week. Casting company Bayside Extras 
has been calling for extras to work 
on a television series shooting in the 

roles are paid, and there is a focus on people 
who live nearby.

In the Murrindindi Shire, they are 
looking for people who live within an 
hour’s drive of Lake Eildon, Taylor Bay, 
Thornton, Alexandra and Marysville. 

Bonnie Doon.
All types of roles are required. They 

are also looking for people in the Lake 
Eildon area who have boats, jet skis, water 
skis, etcetera.

You don’t have to look like a Hollywood 
star to apply. They are looking for all 
shapes, sizes, ages and ethnicities, and 
no experience is required. People will need 
to have their own transport however, and 
must have the right to work in Australia. 
They must also not be represented by 
another agency.

People must have general availability 

through to March 2026.
If people are keen to apply, they 

can fill out a form at form.jotform.
com/252480649272866

The casting agency can also be contacted 
at 

Alexandra RSL Club have just concluded their popular annual trip away this year. Although 
based in Albury, day trips included visiting Jindera, Lockhart, Ettamogah, and Bandiana 
as well as stops at Chiltern on the way up and Beechworth coming home. The 25 recipients 
voted this the best trip yet with outstanding accommodation and the guidance by coach driver 
Daryl rounding off a very enjoyable holiday break.” -S

New station nameboards 
celebrate local history

IN partnership with the Friends of the Great 
Victorian Rail Trail, Murrindindi Shire 

nameboards inspired by vintage designs along 
the Great Victorian Rail Trail. This initiative 
honours the region’s rich railway history and 
complements existing signage in neighbouring 
council areas and other points of interest along 
the trail.

Installed on October 14 by local council 
contractors with support from the Friends 
of the Great Victorian Rail Trail, the signs 
feature laser-cut aluminium lettering and 
powder-coated steel, which closely emulate 
the original 1910s design of cast letters and 
timber backboards, honouring the historical 
character of the project.

Ross Vaughan, Secretary of the Friends 
of the Great Victorian Rail Trail said, “This 
is a project we have been involved with for 

brings the project to completion, and we 
are delighted to see it realised. We thank 
Murrindindi Shire Council for its support 
and look forward to the signs reconnecting 
the rail trail with its past.” 

Cr Sandice McAulay, Portfolio Councillor 
for Economic Development stated, “We are 
proud to support the installation of these 
evocative nameboards along the Great 
Victorian Rail Trail. They celebrate our 
region’s rich railway legacy and enrich the 
experience for both visitors and the local 
community. Projects like this help preserve 
our heritage for future generations.”

Peter Maffei from Friends of the Great Victorian Rail Trail, Brad Bird from Dindi Diggers and 
Trevor Carns from AAA Contracting. -S

Adventure awaits 
as seasonal 

roads reopen
WARMER weather and the onset of spring 
marks the reopening of seasonal roads 
across Victoria, with most tracks and roads 
reopening from October 31.

As the snow melts and access becoming 
safer, four-wheel-drivers are reminded 
to plan ahead and expect the unexpected 
before venturing into some of Victoria’s 
harshest and remote environments.

Although the gates may be open, many 
of the seasonal roads will not have been 
travelled upon for many months. There 
may be fallen trees or other obstructions 
and conditions may still be waterlogged 
and slippery.

While most seasonal roads in north east 
Victoria will reopen, Bogong High Plains 
Road will remain closed until Friday, 
November 14, following road safety works.

Sensitive alpine areas remain vulnerable 
to severe damage from four-wheel-drive 
activity, particularly when wet. Check the 
forecast before heading out and consider 
an alternative route if rain is expected.

Staying safe on forest roads and tracks
Plan your trip and download the More to 
Explore App onto your mobile for full 

state forest attractions.
Check the weather forecast and plan 

accordingly. Download the VicEmergency 
app and set up watch zones for the area 
you plan to visit. Check the FFMVic 
website (

and keep checking for updates Download 
the Emergency Plus app  to 
be located in an emergency. Radio is the 
only means of communication in many 
areas. Travel in a group. Expect rough and 

Camp high and dry, at least 20 metres 
from the bank of any waterways. Regularly 
check the VicEmergency app for warnings 
and trail closures

Forest Fire Management Victoria said, “As 
seasonal roads reopen, we want visitors 
to remember that our forest road network 
is vast and conditions are unpredictable.

“Our crews do not regularly access some 
of our more remote tracks and conditions 
can be unpredictable. Over the winter 
months, trees may have fallen and tracks 
can be rough. Always plan ahead and drive 
with caution.”

Chief Conservation Regulator Kate 

be patrolling roads and recreation sites to 
support education and make sure forest 
users are doing the right thing. Following 
vehicle rules and staying off closed roads 
keeps people safe but also maintains 

now and into the future.”
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Available from 
these retail outlets
Alexandra FoodWorks

Alexandra Newsagency
Alexandra Newspapers

Ampol Alexandra
Ampol Eildon
Buxton Shell
Eildon Grocer

Endeavour Alexandra
 Hazeldene Store

Igloo Buxton
Marysville Grocer

Merton General Store
Seymour Newsagency

Taggerty Store
Thornton Store
Yea FoodWorks

Yea Newsagency

Alexandra Newspapers are 
members of:
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MICHAEL Purcell has lived and worked in 
Acheron for all of his life. He was keen to 
express his opinion on the rebuilding of the 
Breakaway Bridge.

When the bridge was destroyed by the 

about the situation. “I was very disappointed 
with the shire’s lack of action on clearing the 

by countless residents in Acheron, time and 
time again.”

He said, “Nothing happened.” His 

issue, however he pointed out that for the 
previous 100 years it had been cleared by 
contractors on behalf of council. “Those 
outside contractors knew what they were 
doing,” he said.

a large amount of vegetation including tree 

came through, this held up the water, causing 
the northern buttress to erode.

“There was plenty of lead up where they 

so like a lot of people, my reaction was 
annoyance at the council for lack of action.”

He’s concerned now about the issues which 
may occur if the bridge is reopened with 
no weight limits. The wooden bridge away 
was weight-limited in recent times, and 
single lane.

He said that a new bridge would put “heavy, 

when it’s a minor agricultural service road. 
It’s not meant as a thoroughfare. The major 
thoroughfare exists currently, which is the 
Maroondah Highway that connects Alexandra 
to Acheron.”

He believes that council needs to limit 

such as Hobans Road/Breakaway Road and 
Acheron Road.

He believes that signage or speed humps 
would make little difference. Instead, he 
believes that the bridge shouldn’t be replaced. 
He said that no-one’s landlocked and if an 
emergency were to occur there are three 
accesses via private properties, and that 
people would be unable to use the bridge in a 

20,000ML of water is going through the area. 
He noted that historically there have been 

not damage the bridge. He also added that 
there is little difference in terms of travel 
time for the residents when driving via the 
Maroondah Highway.

While council has conducted consultations 
with the community, there have generally 
been updates rather than directly asking 
people whether they would like a bridge back 
or not. “They’re not listening to us,” he said.

He believes that many people have been 
afraid to speak out about not wanting a bridge 
and is looking at starting a petition.

He’s not keen on having a single lane 
bridge either, believing it to be a waste of 
money. He suggested that Whanregarwen 
Road could be upgraded as it receives heavy 

however government funding tends to be 

“I want the whole town of Alexandra 
to be made aware of potentially what will 
change,” he said. “From this intersection 
here at the main street [Grant and Downey 
Streets], if that bridge were to be opened, from 
that intersection it becomes a thoroughfare 
through to Maroondah Highway back out at 

of Alexandra.”
The weight-limiting of the previous bridge 

making use of the road.
He continued, “If people want to protect 

the ambiance of the main street of Alexandra, 
they need to think about whether a new bridge 
should be installed. If they were to do so, 
unlimited for weight, the whole top of town 
from the main intersection right through to 
the top of town would completely change. 
Absolutely change.”

He also expressed concern that the road 
would become “a rat run” at night for people 
behaving badly, and believes that people will 
also use it as a short cut to avoid the 40k/h 
zones going past schools.

“I don’t think there’s enough awareness in 
the townsfolk, the shopkeepers, the traders, 
all those residents south of the roundabout. 
Are they even made aware? They haven’t been 
informed about it yet,” he said.

He said, “We believe that the Grant Street 

where people feel comfortable to walk the 
street. I don’t want trucks up and down it,” 
he said.

Asked whether he would like to see council 
survey residents about what they would like 
to see happen regarding the bridge, Michael 
responded, “I’d like them primarily, to 
consider the impact to the town of Alexandra, 
not just Acheron, because to me, Acheron’s 
the minor player in the game. The township 
of Alexandra is the major concern.”

He also pointed out that there are no slip 
lanes on the intersection from Acheron onto 
the Maroondah Highway, where the speed 
limit is 100k/h.

With regard to the argument about 
emergency services vehicles, Michael 
responded, “Why would emergency service 

street of Alexandra, given where they begin, 
through the main street of Alexandra and take 
a minor service road at possibly dangerous 
speeds. They should be out on the highway.”

Michael is happy for people to contact him 
on 0457 097 335.

Murrindindi Shire Council stated, “Council 
has commenced the tender process for the 
reinstatement of the Breakaway Bridge in 

reinstatement funding. Tender submissions 
close on November 20, and a public meeting 
is being planned for late November to provide 
the community with a comprehensive update 
on progress and next steps.”

be a two way conversation and we are always 
keen to hear the views of the community. 
We are planning to complete the tender 
assessment and make a recommendation to 
council after the meeting.”

The debris built up beneath Breakaway Bridge on Wednesday, September 28, 2022, immediately 

THE items in Out and About are 
sourced from our advertising and 
news stories. Out and About is not 
a free community listing diary. 
Not all items can be included 
and are placed at the discretion 
of Alexandra Newspapers.

* * * * * * * * *

Free health checks at the Yea 
Cattle Sale, disability, ageing and 
family support.

Yea and District open gardens. 
Saturday and Sunday 10am-
5pm. Three country gardens 
and two town gardens. Also Yea 
Garden Club plant sale and Yea 
and District Memorial Hospital 
open garden.

The 140th Alexandra Show is on 
9am-3pm. Roving entertainment, 
live music, petting zoo, pet parade, 
pedal cars and much more.

* * * * * * * * *

Marysville Market is on again. 
9am-1pm, all your favourite 
stalls, home made cakes, local 
honey, plants, handcrafts and 
much more.

* * * * * * * * *

Yea Football Netball Club 
AGM will be held from 6pm 
in the main clubrooms, Yea 
Recreation Reserve.

Embassy of Ideas AGM will 

Street, Alexandra. All welcome.

Flowerdale Sports Club AGM 
will be held at 7pm at the 
sports club. All welcome. 
For more information email 

* * * * * * * * *

Join Buds and Blossoms in 
celebrating 20 years. Rosebank 
Activity room for a special 
afternoon tea from 1-3pm. All 

* * * * * * * * *

Acheron Hall AGM will be held 
at 9.30am All welcome. For 
more information contact 0423 

Acheron Fire Brigade general and 
annual meeting 10.30am at the 
Acheron Hall, all welcome.

Alexandra and District Dog 

* * * * * * * * *

Alexandra  and  Di s t r i c t 
Kindergarten AGM will be at 6pm 
at the Alexandra Kindergarten. 
RSVP and apologies to the 

email 
kindergarten.vic.gov.au

* * * * * * * * *

Alexandra and District Netball 
Association AGM will be held 
at 7pm at the Corner Hotel 
(Goldfields room) Contact 
president, Cassandra Fraser for 

email 

* * * * * * * * *

You are invited to join council and 
Alexandra Rotary for the Walk for 
Respect at Rotary Park. For more 
information visit murrindindi.
vic.gov.au/walkforrespect

Resident believes Breakaway Bridge should stay broken
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Marysville 
Crystal Gardens

Open weekends
10am-4pm

Come and see our woodlands, 
oriental and fairy gardens

$5 adults - children free

883 Buxton Road, Marysville

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Continued from Page 1

Mr Chesworth responded that if council 
were to gain a rate cap exemption, “The 

in the life cycle of the plan because we would 

of rate rises beyond that. The plan does talk 
about a rate cap of 2.5 per cent. If we were to 
get an exemption to that early, then those 2.5 
per cents are on a much larger base and that 

outlook for us.”
Mayor Gallager asked how Murrindindi 

Shire’s median rates compare to the rest 
of the sector. Mr Chesworth replied that 
Murrindindi’s average residential rate 
of property is $1920, which is above the 
Victorian rural council average and the 
statewide average for small shires, which 
is $1816.

Mayor Gallagher asked what measures 
council is undertaking to reduce costs. Mr 

which looks at streamlining processes, 
reducing unnecessary waste and improving 
productivity. They’ll also be looking at 
shared service arrangements with other 
municipalities, saying that they’ve recently 

neighbouring councils in job procurement 
arrangements for new business systems. “By 
joining with other councils, we get economies 
of scale,” he said. He added that the capital 
works program is carefully managed and 
continuing to be scrutinised. They are also 
categorising services into those which are 

Council’s 10 Year Financial Plan shows significant challenges
required from a statutory point of view and 
others that may be discretionary. They want to 
match the services with the cost of delivering 
the services, and have a conversation with 
the community about priorities for service 
delivery. In addition, they are looking at their 
asset rationalisation process, which means 
looking at how well council assets and other 
community assets are being utilised. They 
may look to consolidate so they don’t need 
as many buildings or facilities to service 
and maintain.

Cr McAulay commented on the intention 
to consult with the community to review and 

consultation might look like and how fast it 
might happen.

Mr Chesworth said that they are looking at 
a range of approaches. With regard to asset 
rationalisation, in coming weeks they will 
embark on a deliberative engagement process 
where a panel of community members will 
work with council to look at opportunities 
to get better outcomes from council assets. 
They are also going to embark on a broader 
communication engagement process in the 
next two months around the terms of service 
categories to get a better understanding of 
priorities, and to inform people better on the 
way in which services are funded.

Cr Lording asked Mr Chesworth to explain 
the statutory requirements mentioned, so 
ratepayers know that council is required to 
provide these functions. Mr Chesworth said 
that in the land use planning area, council 
is the responsible authority under the Act 
to administer statutory planning services. 

Some examples of  
cost-shifting onto council

MURRINDINDI Shire Council has spoken 
about cost-shifting from state government 

facing. But what does this actually mean?
The following examples are drawn from 

Murrindindi Shire Council’s submission to 
the Inquiry into Local Government Funding 
and Services.

Road maintenance
“Murrindindi Shire Council undertakes 
maintenance on behalf of the state 
Department of Transport and Planning 
(DTP) on roadsides and medians along 
state-controlled roads in all urban townships 
in the shire. These works include mowing, 
garden maintenance, litter removal and street 
sweeping. The annual cost to council for 
these works is currently $94,108. Council 
receives an annual contribution from DTP 
of just $11,000, or 12 per cent of the total 
cost to council. This contribution increased 
from an annual amount of $9500 in 2019. 
There has been no increase to this amount 
since that time.”

Building insurance
“Council provides building insurance 
cover for many building assets under the 
ownership of the Crown via the Department 
of Environment, Energy and Climate Action 
(DEECA). Council often has no other role 
in the management or operations of these 
assets, which include public halls, sporting 
facilities and recreational assets typically 
managed by community committees under 
delegation from the Crown (DEECA). The 
cost of building insurance is prohibitive 
and often out of reach for these volunteer 
committees. The value of these assets ($26.8 
million) represents 15.3 per cent of the total 
value of building assets insured by council. 
For 2023/24 this component equates to 
$99,080 in premium cost. Despite these 
assets being under the responsibility of the 
state, there is no contribution provided to 
council toward this cost.”

Boat ramps
“Following a project to raise the height of 
the Eildon Dam Wall in 2005, the consortium 
that undertook the works agreed with the 
Water Storage Manager (Goulburn Murray 
Water) to build a new boat ramp adjacent 
to the Wall as a legacy for the community. 
As there had been community interest to 

manage the facility, GMW approached 
council to use its powers under the Local 
Government Act 1989 to form a Committee 
of Management to manage the ramp 
operations and maintenance, using the 
proceeds from ramp parking fees. In order 
to facilitate this committee arrangement, 
council agreed to take a license over the 
facility. This arrangement continued 
successfully over many years with proceeds 
from parking fees used by the committee to 
fund maintenance and leverage grant funding 
to expand the ramps facilities. In 2019 the 
Victorian Government introduced legislation 
to abolish boat launching or parking fees for 
boat ramp use across Victoria. It provided 
compensation equivalent to just one year’s 
fee proceeds. Without a means of raising 
revenue, the committee disbanded. This has 
left Council managing and maintaining an 
asset it doesn’t own, without a source of 
income to cover its costs, which amount to 
between $25,000 and $50,000 per annum 
depending on seasonal water levels in 
the lake.”

Rate cut
“Government policy restricts councils from 
increasing their total rates revenue in line 
with property improvements, pushing costs 
onto local governments. This hidden cap 
prevents councils from capturing additional 
revenue needed to support enhanced services 
and infrastructure demands resulting from 
property capital improvements, straining their 

improving their property have the capacity to 
pay, and indeed do pay higher rates than the 
pre-capital improvement amount. However, 
under the current rules, this marginal increase 
must be offset, so the other rate payers will 
receive an imperceptible reduction in their 
respective rates, in order to restrain the total 
rates revenue across the municipality. Most 
ratepayers perceive no value out of this 
arrangement, are unaware of this peculiar 

when told, as the general expectation is that 
councils increase the total rates revenue 
pool following capital improvements such 
as extensions, renovations, new sheds or 
outbuildings. Lifting this hidden rates cut 
would not increase the rates burden on the 
broader rate payers, and it would enable 
councils to better align their revenue with the 
actual capital improved values, ensuring a 
fairer and more sustainable funding model.”

Council must therefore provide it. School 
crossing supervision is an example of a 
service that “isn’t really a local government 
originated service.” He quested whether 
it should be an Education Department or 
Victorian Government responsibility, but 
nonetheless, council is involved in supporting 
and funding it. He said it’s an example of 
the shift in cost from the state government 
to councils.

In speaking to the motion to accept the 
plan, Cr Carpenter said, “In our council plan, 
we made a commitment to be honest and 
transparent with our community, and this 

that we are facing, including rate capping 
and cost shifting and the structural gap in 
funding among other things. By adopting 
this plan, we are taking some bold steps to 
secure that our services and our infrastructure 
will be able to continue and be able to serve 

community consultation is absolutely needed 
and I do encourage people to participate 
because we want to ensure that the decisions 

the joint responsibilities that we have for our 
shire’s long-term resilience.” She also thanked 

Cr Lording commented, “Without a plan, 
you’re caught bobbing in the ocean, but with 
this, we know where we’ve come from and 
we know where we want to go.”

Cr McAulay commended the forward-
looking approach of the plan.

Cr Adams said she was happy to hear that 
community input will be welcomed.

Mayor Gallagher said, “It’s not a rosy 
picture but it’s certainly a comprehensive 
picture.” He also stated that “The Victorian 
Government has a critical role, headlined 
by a policy shift towards a fairer and 
more equitable distribution of government 
grant funding and implementation of the 
recommendation of the Parliamentary Inquiry 
into Local Government Funding and Services 
which it commissioned.

“The VAGO has identified structural 
challenges and unique challenges that face 

by VAGO include the asset renewal gap, 
inhibiting council’s capacity to renew ageing 

doesn’t match the cost of doing business, and 

these challenges is crucial. I therefore 
commit to continuing to seek government 
intervention to support council’s long-term 
sustainability and to assure our community of 
a continuity of value and services, including 
for future generations.”

The report was adopted unanimously.

Annual Report

topic of the annual report was discussed. It 
was deferred from the October 22 meeting, 
pending the final audit report from the 

Mayor Gallagher introduced the topic, 
stating “In 2021, the Murrindindi community 

expressed its 10 year vision to be vibrant and 
resilient, welcoming and inclusive, where 
participation is encouraged and celebrated. 
The aspiration was to cherish our natural 
and built environment while valuing our 
heritage. The community embraced 
sustainable growth and leadership in waste 
reduction, and declared that we are open 
for business. This annual report highlights 
council’s achievements in the fourth and 
final year of the Council Plan 2021-25, 
showcasing key milestones to both council 
and the Murrindindi community in pursuit 
of achieving its ambitious vision.”

He said that there are many highlights in 
the report including the delivery of the $12.65 
million Capital Works program, including 
the Baanh ba Djila splash park in Eildon. 
They also invested in bridge and drainage, 

noted the adoption of the four bin system, the 
Road Management Plan, the Molesworth and 
District Community Plan, and the previous 
council’s implementation of the Key Worker 
Housing Strategy.

The annual report acknowledges the 
contributions of John Walsh, Karine Haslam 
and the late Ilona Gerencser, as well as 
return councillors.

He noted that in November 2024, the 
Council Plan 2025-29 was adopted, and 
council’s advocacy was also outlined, 
including advocating for a continuation of the 
Red Cross Patient Transport in Murrindindi, 
a community voice in the management of 
the Central Highlands forests, funding for 
Kinglake Memorial Reserve oval renewal, 
NBN access in Marysville, healthcare for 
regional women, disaster recovery betterment 
funding to support the rebuilding of more 
resilient assets including Breakaway 
Bridge, revision of the Emergency Services 
Volunteers Levy and advocacy program that 
resulted in a cap for primary producers across 
the state. He thanked the community for their 
support, cooperation and collaboration in 
these matters.

He spoke about the various methods of 
reaching the community, and said that there 
has been a reduction in participation by youth 
in council activities and services due to state 
government funding cuts.

Mayor Gallagher said, “Together, we 
achieved a great deal in 2025 and I extend my 
sincere appreciation to residents, businesses, 
and generous volunteers, along with council’s 
dedicated executive team management and 
staff who have proudly, professionally and 
passionately delivered the outcomes detailed 
in the report.”

No questions were asked by councillors 
when the report was presented.

Cr McAulay said that the report demonstrates 
that council is looking forward constantly at 
long term solutions and planning.

Cr Hildebrand listed some of the highlights 
in the report, including attendance at aquatic 
facilities, and DindiLink which connected 
440 people to practical emotional and 
social support.

The report was approved unanimously.
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Student of the Week Proudly supported by 
Kinglake branch

Declan Heard
Declan showed skill, bravery, and organisation this week. He 

designed and rehearsed footy drills at home to teach to his 
peers. He ran 3 classes with his team of helpers. Declan led 
his team with con dence. He gave clear instructions to both 
teachers and students. Well done, Declan. We are proud to 

have you in our learning community. You are a star.

EILDON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Jake Tennyson
for demonstrating the school value resilience by 

working really hard on his Day of the Disaster narrative. 

Joyful Jake.

ALEXANDRA PRIMARY SCHOOL

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Treaty legislation passes Victorian Parliament
Australia to negotiate a Treaty with First 
Peoples, following the passage of the 
Statewide Treaty Bill through parliament 
last week.

The press release said, “This legislation paves 
the way for a new relationship between First 
Peoples and the Victorian Government, one built 
on respect, trust, and integrity.”

The Statewide Treaty Bill will be signed by 
the Victorian Government and First Peoples’ 
Assembly in coming weeks when the Governor 
provides Royal Assent to the Bill.

The Treaty Agreement will commence through 
a ceremonial exchange between the Victorian 
Government and First Peoples’ Assembly in 
a public event at Federation Square on Friday, 
December 12.

The government stated, “Treaty is a pathway 
to acknowledging the past and making real, 
practical changes to achieve better outcomes 
for First Peoples in Victoria and close the gap.”

Minister for Treaty and First Peoples Natalie 
Hutchins said, “Treaty is about acknowledging 
the truth of our past and working on a future built 

on mutual understanding and respect for First 
Peoples. This is a historic moment for Victoria. 
Today we’ve taken a major step forward in 
building a future that empowers and respects 
First Nations Victorians.”

Nationals Member for Northern Victoria 
Gaelle Broad was not so impressed. She said, 
“This bill establishes a separate system of 
law and regulation based on race. It creates a 
statutory authority with far-reaching powers, 
exempt from ministerial oversight and key public 
accountability measures.”

She also raised concerns about exemptions 
from land tax, payroll tax, and freedom of 
information laws, as well as the exclusion of 
culturally sensitive records from public access.

“We must learn from history. Giving privileges 
based on race risks repeating past mistakes.

“Equality before the law has been the 
foundation of our success as a democracy and 
as a nation, and we should protect it.”

Ms Broad acknowledged the shared desire 
across parliament to support Indigenous 
communities but advocated for a practical, 
inclusive approach.

Reading about rights at Children’s Week 2025
FROM October 20 to 24, children and 
families across Murrindindi Shire joined 
council’s libraries and Children’s Services 
to celebrate Children’s Week with a series 
of special Storytime sessions.

Children’s Week is a national celebration 
which recognises the rights, talents and 
achievements of children. This year’s theme, 
‘Everyone should know about Children’s 
Rights’, highlights the importance of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of Children 
(UNCRC) and encourages awareness of every 
child’s right to be valued, heard and supported.

To mark the occasion, council’s libraries 
hosted Storytime sessions featuring The Right 
to Be Me, a picture book by Allison Paterson 
and illustrated by Amanda Letcher. Every child 
who attended received a copy of the book to 
take home and enjoy.

Across the week, the story time sessions 
attracted a total of 49 children and 19 adults 
to the shire’s libraries. Children enjoyed 
storytelling, arts and songs, engaging in creative 

activities, celebrating imagination, and the 
joy of reading. Stories highlighted the theme 
of children’s rights including the right to be 
happy and healthy and gave the opportunity 
for parents to talk about the importance of 
emotional wellbeing in kids. Many families 
expressed interest in the books and planned 
to continue reading and exploring the stories 
at home.  

Portfolio Councillor for Community 
Wellbeing Cr Jodi Adams said the Children’s 
Week Storytimes offered a great opportunity 
to explore children’s rights, creativity and the 
joy of reading together.  

“Children’s Week encourages us to recognise 
the voices and rights of all children. We extend 
a big thanks to all those who attended and 
encourage the community to come along to 
the library and encourage everyone to learn, 

comfort.”  
This Children’s Week events were presented 

by council in partnership with the Victorian 
Government.

McLeish calls for roadside rubbish cleanup
MEMBER for Eildon, Cindy McLeish MP 
has launched a survey to gather evidence of 
where rubbish is being dumped illegally along 
our roads and highways, in a bid to get things 
tidied up.

Ms McLeish said the Victorian Government 
has failed at keeping roadsides rubbish-free and 
preventing illegal dumping.

“Roadside rubbish is dumped too often, along 
roads right across the state.

“Piles are left for many months at a time, with 
some rubbish being blown around and eventually 
into waterways, creek and rivers, causing danger 
to wildlife and polluting their natural habitat.”

The Melba Highway is a perfect example of 
large rubbish piles being left on the highway for 
well over six months.

“People consistently raise this concern with 
me. They are embarrassed about the state 
of our surrounds. It is unsightly and bad for 
the environment.

“This is the reason I launched the survey, 
so locals can voice their concerns to the state 
government and let them know exactly where the 
worst spots are for rubbish dumping.”

In Parliament recently, Ms McLeish directly 
called on the Minister for Roads to ensure the 
Department of Transport and Planning receive 
the appropriate budget to make an ongoing effort 
to clean up our roadsides.

The Minister responded, “As there are many 
road maintenance demands at any time, work 
that has the greatest impact on improving public 
safety is given the highest priority.

“Rubbish causing obstruction is dealt with 
immediately. Rubbish that does not impact road 

safety is scheduled for removal in line with the 
strategic prioritisation system.”

Ms McLeish said, “The Minister has made it 
clear that if it is not a hazard, it is not a priority 
for moving.

“This is not a once off, done and dusted job. 
DTP are doing what they can with Labor’s 
allocated budget, yet it is clearly not enough.

“The issue is so much more than one empty 
chip packet. It is large piles of building offcuts, 

rubble, mattresses, broken furniture, tyres, 
bags of clothes and rags, planks of wood, even 
washing machines.

“It is bad enough that we have animal carcases 
from roadkill everywhere, but now we have piles 
of rubbish as well littering the roadsides.”

Have your say and let the Victorian Government 
know where roadside rubbish is being dumped 
via the survey link, cindymcleish.com.au/survey/
roadside-rubbish

“We do not support Treaty as the best way to 
achieve these aims and are opposing the legislation 
currently before parliament to implement it. We 
have committed to repealing Treaty should we 
be elected to government next year.

“We believe that all Victorians should be given 
equal treatment, equality of opportunity and 
justice, irrespective of their race or background

“We believe in working with local communities 
to deliver real outcomes and remain committed 
to governing for all Victorians.

“There is a better way to support reconciliation, 
and it is by bringing people together, not through 
further division,” she said.
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BOM trying to weather 
the website storm

THE Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) has 
been facing a barrage of criticism following 
the release of its new website, with people 
taking to social media to express their 
opinion as well as via the bureau’s website.

If you really hate the new website, you 
can still access the old one if you go to reg.
bom.gov.au (instead of bom.gov.au).

Keen-eyed viewers may also have noticed 
that the About section refers to ‘The Bureau’, 
the term which they tried to implement back 
in 2022 to widespread criticism.

Following the backlash, Federal 
Environment Minister Murray Watt 
released a statement on October 28. It 
stated, “Today I requested a meeting with 
the Bureau of Meteorology Acting CEO, Mr 
Peter Stone, to discuss the public’s concerns 
with its updated website.

“It’s clear that the new BOM website is 
not meeting many users’ expectations, with 

the Bureau in recent days.
“In the meeting, I made clear my 

expectations that the BOM needed 
to consider this feedback and, where 
appropriate, adjust the website’s settings 
as soon as possible. This includes urgent 
consideration of improvements to the 
website’s functionality and useability.

BOM is considering this feedback and what 
adjustments can be made, while preserving 
the website’s reliability.

“The BOM website is a critical tool to 
ensure public safety, particularly during 

the High Risk Weather Season and it 
must deliver the quality information our 
hardworking BOM staff are known for.

“In addition, I have asked the BOM to 

Emergency Services Ministers this week, 
to ensure they are fully briefed on the new 
website and the steps BOM is taking to 
improve it. This follows previous work by 
the Bureau to brief a range of stakeholders, 
including emergency management agencies.

in these important services. My office 
and I will continue to engage closely with 
the BOM and ensure public safety is its 
foremost priority.

“I strongly encourage Australians to 
continue to provide feedback to the BOM, to 
ensure changes can be made where needed.”

The previous CEO, Dr Andrew Johnson, 
departed BOM in September 2025.

The Acting CEO of BOM released 
a statement on the following day. He 
stated, “We are listening and welcome 
your feedback on the new site. It’s part of 
delivering a reliable service that every sector 
of the community can trust and rely on.

“We are moving quickly to act on the 
feedback received, and I am confident 
the community will start to see more 
improvements in the coming weeks,” he said.

New content, features and upgrades will 
continue to be rolled out through regular 
releases, based on feedback.

Feedback can be provided at bom.gov.au/
contact or by calling 1300 754 389.

Seeking answers on the 
Forest Fire Management fleet
THE state Opposition has accused the 
Victorian Government of once again failing 
to provide any answers as to whether the 
Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMVic)’s 

Leader of The Nationals and Shadow 
Minister for Emergency Services, Danny 
O’Brien, said the government was failing to 

will be in full working order.
He said that in Question Time, Minister 

for Environment, Steve Dimopoulos, failed 
to provide any answers over the 290 Forest 
Fire Management G-Wagon firefighting 

serious fault.
When asked how many of those vehicles 

cannot be repaired and will be written off the 
Minister, for the second time in two weeks, 
refused to provide a clear answer, offering 

operational again.
Mr O’Brien said, “We’re now weeks away 

trucks will be back on the road.

truck will be ready to roll.”
Shadow Minister for Public Land 

Management, Melina Bath, said it was no 
surprise that Labor still can’t explain how 
this issue will be resolved.

“This is another example of Labor taking 
more with its new $3 billion emergency 
services tax and giving less,” Ms Bath said.

and we’re still waiting on urgent repairs or 

The Victorian Government were contacted 
for comment and they supplied the same 

October 9 and the second on October 29, the 
latter being 20 days into the 60 day planned 
turnaround. The media representative was 
asked for a more recent update in light of 
this, but nothing was supplied.

Their statement, attributable to a Victorian 
Government spokesperson, said, “The safety 

regular safety inspections of vehicles and 
equipment are so important.

“FFMVic has brought online additional 
vehicles to continue undertaking critical 

“These repairs are being fast tracked 
over the next two months and FFMVic is 
working on agreements to secure additional 
emergency response vehicles from other 
states if required.”

chassis on a large part of the G-Wagens and 

and 59 Unimogs have been removed from 
service while they are checked, repaired if 
necessary, and returned to service. Several 
vehicles have been cleared and are returning 
to service.

as well as Landcruiser vehicles, Fire Tankers 

CFA have also provided vehicles to FFMVic.

THE team behind Giro Della Donna released 
a statement last month stating, “It is with 
great sadness that, after careful consideration, 

unable to proceed with this year’s edition 
of the Giro Della Donna. While we’ve been 
working tirelessly to make this year a success, 
a number of external factors including rising 
supplier and delivery costs have made it 
challenging to stage the event to the standard 
we believe it deserves. This is not a decision 
we’ve taken lightly, and we understand it will 
come as disappointing news.

“Over the years, we’ve been proud 
to introduce thousands of riders to this 
remarkable region, to its climbs, descents, 
towns, and people. We continue to believe the 
Giro Della Donna showcases one of the most 
beautiful and rewarding cycling loops in the 
country, and that belief remains unchanged.

“We’re deeply grateful for the enthusiasm 
shown by the cycling community and by 
everyone who had planned to join us this 
November. The Giro Della Donna has always 
been about celebrating the beauty of the ride 
and the people who make it possible, and that 
spirit will continue to guide us in the future.”

Nathan Lorkin, director of Locale which 
present Giro Della Donna, was asked 
to provide further information about the 
decision. He stated that the cost of keeping 
everyone safe on bitumen roads has 
skyrocketed, estimating that the costs for 

30 per cent compared to 2024. He also noted 
the price increases for medical services and 
other overheads.

“We just can’t make the numbers stack 
up,” he said. “With our duty of care, we can’t 
just let people go cowboy on the roads. The 
cost is far too high to be able to even make it 
worthwhile, and we can’t just keep doing it 
for the love of it. It just needs to be sustainable 
and viable.

“So whether it’s a reset for the Giro Della 
Donna to see if we can make it work in the 
future or not, that’s something we’re working 
through at the moment. But for the 2025 
edition, the costs were just too great and 
the cash just wasn’t there. We can’t charge a 
rider a thousand dollars to go for a bike ride. 
They’re paying a lot already, and they do have 
an expectation of how they’ll be looked after 
on the day,” he said.

“We just couldn’t meet the requirements 

do it well, and the event deserves to be done 
well, and it always has been, mind you. But 
with those increased costs, and I feel like I’m 
a broken record with everything that’s going 
on at the moment in terms of increased cost 
of living and things like that. It’s coming 
across to a couple of things. I mean, increased 
costs across the board, but then also changing 
legislation late last year, which means that the 

contractors has changed and having to put 
more people in the job and things like that. 
But then overlay, additional costs, it’s mighty 
high. And you can’t use volunteers.”

He said of Giro Della Donna, “It’s a 
beautiful event. It showcases the region, it 
does all those things, but it’s hard, and it’s sad, 
it really is. There are always a few people who 
would rather not see the event because it can 

few minutes to be let through and things like 
that. But all in all, and seeing the outcome, the 

impact and health and wellbeing and getting 
up there and all that sort of stuff is wonderful. 
And we did a good job together last year with 
the shire, with the community, with us, with 
the riders visiting.”

Asked whether they received funding for 
the 2025 event, Nathan said, “No, we missed 
that opportunity. We did last year, which 
was wonderful. It would be well north of 
that from last year as well, unfortunately, 
so I’m certainly not putting it on to them 
by any means. We did miss an opportunity 
to obtain funding from them, and that was 
probably on us.” The event received $15,000 
from council last year.

He added, “And also, it’s on us to seek out 
other pots of money outside of council as 
well, by way of commercial funding, sponsors 
and others, whether it be state government 
funding as well, which of course council can 
steer and endorse that, but fundamentally 
it’s up to us. But we just didn’t have the 
opportunity. It takes a while to get good 
funding. With other events we’ve had, it’s 
quite often it’s not just a three or six month 
process. It is for the smaller amounts, but for 
the amounts to make a difference, it’s sort 
of, you are looking at a longer term picture. 
Sometimes it takes a year or two to get all 

your skittles lined up and to sort of have it all 
in place as well.”

Unfortunately, they’re unable to use 

ensuring that cyclists go in the right direction. 

such volunteers are greatly appreciated, and 
have included in other races groups such as 
Rotary or the CFA or a football club, with a 
donation provided.

The Giro Della Donna has been around 
for a decade, with Marysville generally part 
of the route. It has only been in the past year 

moved from Warburton to Marysville.
“We did take it to Marysville and it was 

welcomed,” Nathan said. “In the main street, 
the bike sculptures all the way down and the 
fact that you’ve got mountain biking, gravel 
and road cycling, and Peppers Marysville is 
behind it. You’ve got Northeast Tourism and 
their Ride High Country campaign taking 
Lake Mountain into its remit, so there’s 
a lot of popularity around cycling. It was 
refreshing and wonderful to take it there for 

The Marysville event last year had 936 
registrations, with the Saturday’s 36 degrees 
resulting in heat stroke for some riders, and 

the cold and rain on the Sunday causing some 
to be treated for hypothermia.

Asked whether they are actively working 
towards a 2026 event, Nathan replied, “It 
requires a reset to see if we can. We’d like to 
resume conversations to maintain it because 
it does have a wonderful legacy that it’s built, 
and people do adore it. In an ideal world, yes, 
certainly. It’s not completely on the back 
burner, but we’re just having to make sure it’s 
viable and it can stand on its own two feet. 

down anytime soon. They’re not going to 
reset. They’re not going to draw back, so we 

obligations. The biggest sponsor of sport 
globally, of any sport… at a high level is 
government. We’re just having to see if there’s 
an opportunity for us to receive funding of 
whatever form from whatever silo that may 
be… I just need to explore opportunities.”

He also noted that the northern section 
of the shire, including Alexandra and Yea, 

on October 26 in the Seymour area. 736 
people registered for the event with many 
requiring accommodation. Some needed 
to travel away from the immediate area for 
the accommodation. The event is held on 
lower usage roads, away from thoroughfares, 
making it more viable.

Last year’s Giro Della Donna in Marysville. -AR

Giro Della Donna cancelled for 2025
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Alexandra Spring Fair held in delightful weather

The Alexandra Spring Fair was held in glorious weather. -VG Lee Lambert from Arashel. -VG

Evie on the bungee. -VG Judy from Free Range Art. -VG

Cindy from Rustic Simplicity. -VG

Ruby. -VG

One of the musical acts on the day. -VG Gauthier with his bakery goods. -VG

Gordon and Bob selling poppies for the Poppy Appeal. -VG

Poppy and Liv. -VG
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Enjoy an afternoon of Sassy Saxes and a gourmet barbecue at Sedona Estate. -SDrop in to the Kinglake Pub for a fabulous feed. -S

28 Whittlesea Kinglake Road, 
Kinglake 3763

call (03) 5786 1230
email info@kinglakepub.com.au

Check out our facebook page for our specials, 
bingo, karaoke, events and live entertainment

Kinglake Pub

Open:
11am Saturday and Sunday, 2.30pm Monday and 11.30am other days

Lunch and dinner available Tuesday to Sunday

Wednesday Steak night and kids eat free
Thursday Pot n Parma night

Friday Joker Poker

Let’s eat;
it’s our treat

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au
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Sedona Estate   182 Shannons Rd, Murrindindi   M 0432 435 180   W sedona estate.com.au

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au
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Name..........................................................
Address.......................................................
Phone..........................................................
Email...........................................................
Eligible venues this month:(Circle your preferred choice below)

Kinglake Pub - Strath Creek General
 - Philip Lobley Wines - Sedona Estate

For your chance to win a $50 
voucher, return this entry 
by noon, Wednesday, 

November 26
Alexandra Newspapers,

43 Grant Street or
 PO Box 5, Alexandra, 3714

            Photocopies will not 
            be accepted. 

Your chance to WIN a $50 meal voucherYour chance to WIN a $50 meal voucher

Let’s eat;
it’s our treat

Winner will be noti ed by phone and published in the rst edition of the month.
T&C: Only venues listed above in this edition are eligible to be chosen. Voucher is not redeemable for cash. To be used for one 

purchase only. Multiple vouchers cannot be saved and used together. ta  or family members of le andra Newspapers are inelibigle 
to enter.  Original form must be returned.

One entry per  household

Opening Hours:

Monday to Sunday.....9am - 5pm
(Closed Tuesday)

Don’t forget 
OPEN FOR DINNER FRIDAY NIGHTS

hello@thegeneralstrathcreek.com.au
8 Glover Road, Strath Creek VIC 3658
0418 971 200
The General Strath Creek
thegeneralstrathcreek

THE
PERFECT
PITSTOP!

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

People can enjoy fabulous food and wine at Philip Lobley Wines. -S

A wide variety of produce is available at The General Strath Creek. -S

Win a Let’s Eat meal voucher
THE winner of our October Let’s Eat $50 voucher was Michelle Crowley from 
Alexandra. Michelle will be having a $50 feed on us at The General Strath Creek.

Be sure to get your entry form from this edition for your chance to win a $50 meal 
at a venue advertised in this edition of Let’s Eat; It’s our treat.
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Laylah and Gracie. -AR

Penny, Noa and Hannah. -AR

Sienna. -AR

Alexis, Charli and Matilda. -ARNavy, Sadie, Lennon and Gabby. -AR

Job, Harvey, Dacie, Zahlia, Leo and Cohen. -AR

Spooky times in Alexandra 
on Halloween

Debbie. -AR

Jayme and Pam with Harvey and Jorja. -AR Fletcer and Ollie. -AR

A spooky group having fun on Halloween. -AR

Helen, Kirsty and Brett with Izzy and Billy. -AR
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The Farmer’s Ag NewsThe Farmer’s Ag News

A family-owned local 
one stop shop for 

Plumbing, Irrigation, 
Farm, Stock and 

Pet Supplies.

46-48 William Street Alexandra      5772 2110      alexgrainstore@gmail.com

 Sponsored by

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Farmers gaining 
confidence

SHEEP producers have led a lift in 
Victorian farm sentiment seen in the most 
recent quarter and are the most optimistic 
commodity sector in the state, the latest 
Rabobank Rural Confidence Survey 
has found.

A combination of strong prices for 
sheep and lambs and improving seasonal 
conditions, following some of the driest 
years on record in many of the state’s key 
sheep production regions, are driving the 
improved outlook in the sector.

Overall, the latest Rabobank survey 
found Victorian farmers continue to gain 

up from seven per cent last survey.
Among Victorian farmers surveyed, 

there has been an increase in those 
expecting business conditions to improve 

from 38 per cent previously, while 20 
per cent expect worsening prospects in 

cent previously). A further 33 per cent 
are predicting conditions will remain 
the same.

The quarter three survey, completed 
last month, found Victorian farmers to 
be particularly positive about strong 

per cent).
However, seasonal conditions were 

also a worry for many, with 40 per cent 
indicating they were concerned about 

last survey). Rising input costs were also 
a concern for 40 per cent.

By region, the survey found farmers 
in nearly all areas in the state gained 

with the western district reporting the 
highest sentiment, at a net reading of 

previously). However, the survey 
found sentiment had declined among 
high country producers, with net rural 

it still boasts the second-highest rural 

By commodity, the survey found 

sectors in the state.
Sentiment had declined among the 

state’s beef producers. While 40 per 
cent have an optimistic view on the year 

the previous survey. This resulted in an 

cent for Victoria’s beef sector, compared 
with last quarter’s 50 per cent.

The survey found dry seasonal 
conditions were the major concern for 
beef producers. Many livestock producers 
have been feeding their stock for an 
extended period, which is an expensive 
undertaking, and sourcing fodder has 
been challenging with many competing 
for limited resources.

Farmers in the north of the state 
were keeping a close eye on irrigation 
allocations. For the current season, 
allocations are mixed with the Campaspe 
River system having the highest 

However, the Goulburn River is only at 
54 per cent allocation.

Overall, investment priorities for 
Victorian farmers remain similar to 

as fences, yards and silos), the highest 
among grain producers at 73 per cent. 
There has also been a rise in appetite for 
adoption of new technologies across the 
state, nominated by 40 per cent of those 
surveyed, up from 30 per cent.

The intention to increase livestock 
numbers among Victorian farmers 
remain unchanged at 23 per cent.

The survey found the state’s producers 
had a positive outlook on income for 

expecting their incomes to increase 

per cent). A total of 37 per cent were 
anticipating incomes to stay the same.

Farmers: seek support 
for financial hardship

VICTORIAN Small Business Commissioner 
Lynda McAlary-Smith is encouraging 
Victorian farmers experiencing financial 
hardship to seek support with their situation 

assistance available.
There was a 23 per cent increase in 

year 2024/25, according to the Victorian 

Annual Report, tabled in parliament today.

conditions, from ongoing drought to 

in an increase in creditors approaching the 
VSBC to mediate farm debts in arrears,” 
Commissioner McAlary-Smith said.

As a safeguard for Victorian farmers, 
the Farm Debt Mediation Act 2011
prohibits creditors from taking enforcement 
action against farmers in arrears on loans 
for farmland and farming machinery. The 
Act requires farmers and their creditors to 
mediate, or attempt to mediate, farm debt 
arrears to the satisfaction of the Victorian 
Small Business Commissioner.

Ninety-one per cent of farm debt mediations 

2024/25 were successful. 
“Farm debt is complex and challenging as 

the weight of family history and relationships. 

It can be incredibly emotional and stressful,” 
Commissioner McAlary-Smith said.

Farmers who aren’t yet in arrears can 

about their farm debt as a preventative step. 
If those farmers then fall into arrears, the 
creditor must still provide the farmer with 
the option of a mediation about that farm 
debt before they can pursue recovery action.

before they compound,” Commissioner 
McAlary-Smith said. “Star ting the 
conversation early, and seeking the right 
assistance, can result in a better outcome in 
the long-term.”

“There’s no wrong place to start the 
conversation either, be it with the VSBC or 
the Rural Financial Counsellors, we’re all 
here to help.”

The Rural Financial Counselling Service 
can provide free information and assistance 

The Victorian Small Business Commission 
vsbc.vic.

gov.au

mental health coaching service called 

beyondblue.org.au. A 24/7 support line is 
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Hide from everyone’s 

view or knowledge.
7. Offensive, objectionable 

and disliked. 
8. Sings out a song in a loud 

and forceful manner.
9. Look forward to the 

birth of a child.
12. Outbuildings used 

for storage.
15. Anything of material 

value or usefulness.
16. Large long-haired 

oxen from Tibet.
17. Tatters along the edges 

from rubbing.
19. A statement that has 

been verified as fact.
21. A subdivision of a larger 

military formation.
22. Stop performing an 

activity or action.
24. Orders to be taken 

to another place.
27. Give testimony in 

a court of law.
29. Before the usual time or 

the time expected.
30. Become invisible or 

unnoticeable.
31. The daughter of your sibling.

DOWN
1. Raises to the third power.
2. Judge the worth 

of something.
3. Commonly grown sweetly 

perfumed flowers.

4. Act in a funny or teasing way.
5. Gives indirect suggestions.
6. Mentioned something 

as being worth a try.
10. A confection of nuts with 

caramelised sugar.
11. Assign a certain role to 

an actor in a play.
13. A clown with brightly 

colored diamond shapes.
14. The time after sunrise 

and before sunset.

18. The fat around the 
kidneys in beef.

20. The eggs of a female fish.

23.  Dish of cold vegetables 
with oil and vinegar.

24. Severe and strict in 
making demands.

25. Hold in your arms like a baby.

26. The way in which 
something is done.

28. A person of a certain kind.

BANANA

BUTTER

CHEESE

CUSTARD

DAFFODIL

EGGYOLK

LEMON

PINEAPPLE

RUBBERDUCK

SUN

SUNFLOWER

SWEETCORN

P M S L S A S W W P P R U M T
N I I W N Y L Y S L E M O N D
Z M N A E I N M U J G O E Z A
B M N E U E E F N R Y L Z O F
F A Y C A S T K F Y O O Z M F
B R Q Y E P P C L V G S T V O
U A E E H K P L O I V A A D D
X L H T S N I L W R S D T U I
P C Q I T O L S E E N R T L L
K K G A C U Z Y R S Q A R J S
P E F T Z H B D U D F T V U P
E D V O I I O N K T A S T H B
R U B B E R D U C K V U E D A
K L O Y G G E T R B B C U C I
T T S X H X C Q J Q N H W D U

Yellow things

Word Search
Red Things

Sudoku

Math Square

Difficulty: Medium

Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. 
Every row and column and every group 
of 9 boxes inside the thicker lines must 

contain each number and letter only once.

Fill in the missing numbers.
The missing values are the whole 

numbers between 1 and 9.
Each number is only used once.

Each row is a math equation.
Each column is a math equation.

Remember that multiplication and division are 
performed before addition and subtraction.

Cryptogram

A B C D E F G H I

6 24

J K L M N O P Q R

S T U V W X Y Z

13

T
13 2

E
24 18

E
24 17 17 14 11

T
13 9 8

E
24

5

A
6 8

A
6 7 18 23 25 8 15 23

A
6 10

E
24

A
6 9

T
13 25 12 9 17

Words starting 
with “AD”

ADAMANT

ADAPT

ADDLE

ADDRESS

ADHERE

ADJUST

ADMIRAL

ADMIRE

ADMIT

ADOPT

ADORN

ADULT

ADVERB

ADVICE

Q: What happens when it 
rains cats and dogs?

A: You have to be careful 
not to step in a poodle.

Q: Why was Cinderella 
so bad at soccer?

A:  She kept running 
away from the ball.

Word Search

Colouring Page

Jokes

V Y V Q T E W E H A M A A N U

Z W P F R P J A D N R D D S G

Z F R I U Q O V D X W J O J U

A J M X Z V E D Y A A U R Z J

Q D G F P R V F A T P S N T T

A J M I B J C G M G M T O L N

Q X K I P W C P S S E R D D A

L O K W T U P N F E O G K B M

F L S Y T L U D A C T G I D A

P D A U A B D U Y I E G W V D

Y C J R A U M S H V G C D Q A

O Z A D I Z R Q A D H E R E E

T Q D J K M G U J A L I I I D

V L W N K E D K D N P K U V W

E D U H N N G A E E C D I O Y

Math Square

Fill in the missing 
numbers.

The missing values are the whole 
numbers between 1 and 9.

Each number is only used once.

Each row is a math equation.

Each column is a math equation.

Remember that multiplication 
and division are performed 

before addition and subtraction.

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

SOLUTIONS 
Page 18
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Christopher Edwards
0405 554 915

info@chris-tv.com.au
Sec Reg: 997-462-60s

• TV & FM radio antennas 
• Extra TV wall points
• Surround sound systems
• Data points & mesh WIFI

• Starlink, VAST & Foxtel installs 
• TV brackets & wall mount TVs
• Home theatre
• CCTV security systems

Fully InsuredFully Registered

ANIMAL SERVICES

Taggerty
Vet Clinic
Dr Rebecca Parth

BVSc
0403 012 996

Consultations strictly
by appointment

All Animals 
Large & Small

ANTENNAS

At Alexandra Service Centre we 
er a wide ran e  ervice

• Log book servicing
• General servicing
• Fleet car servicing
• Mechanical repairs
• RACV Roadside Assist
• Towing
• RACV re rchase nspec ons
• Roadworthys
• Trailer servicing
• Car ba eries
• Auto electrical repairs 
• Air condi oning

We now have several courtesy cars 
available when booking a service or repairs

C e in and ee t e tea  at
A e ter Street  Alexandra

ne   

AUTOMOTIVE

RUBBISH REMOVAL

CALL SIMON GOODMAN

0409 997 632

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

SKIP BINS
22 BON ST, ALEXANDRA

Alexandra
Builders Waste
Household Waste

6m Walk In Bins
3m Bins

LW
C

01
93

BIN HIRE

BLINDS & CURTAINS

*BAS  *IAS  *Superannuation  
*Accounts Receivable

  *Accounts Payable *Payroll

TURNOVER 
BOOKKEEPING

Ph Trevor Turner 
0419 575 176

BOOKKEEPING

Alexandra
BRICKLAYING

CONCRETE & PAVING
No job too big or too small

Free quotes
Call Jarrod, James and Corey

0409 190 502

EM
C

00
32

BRICKLAYING

NEW HOMES EXTENSIONS
RENOVATIONS  DECKS 

 SWIMMING POOLS

SCOTT HILL
Registered Builder

0439 730 824

RBP - DBU 47736   HIA 1169777

info@hbiconstructions.com.au
hbiconstructions.com.au

BUILDERS & CARPENTERS

Stain removal 
Urine treatment 
Upholstery cleaning
Carpet steam cleaning 
Tile and grout cleaning 

Ph 0427 322 124 
admin@gvrestorations.com.au  

CARPET CLEANING

COMPUTERS

Fleetwood Concreting
If it’s concrete you need, phone Mac!

Any style - any size
• Driveways • Paths • Slabs • Foundations

• Steps • Crossovers
• Plain • Coloured • Stencil • Slate

or • Exposed Aggregate

All excavations and concrete cutting

Phone 0418 534 973

CONCRETING

CONVEYANCING

0439 842 030

- COMMERCIAL

- SPLIT SYTEMS

- NEW INSTALLATIONS

- MAINTENANCE

- INDUSTRIAL

- UNDERGROUNDS

- NEW HOMES

- BREAKDOWNS

ELECTRICIANS

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

• Domestic / Commercial
• Undergrounds 

• Cable Locations • Trenching
• Solar Installations & Batteries

Ph 0418 543 310
info@e-tec.net.au

www.etecelectrical.com.au Rec No 12906MM00042

• Ute trays and canopies
• Steel and aluminium welding

• General welding  • Onsite welding

10 Peterkin Place, Alexandra VIC 3714
www.huntedengineering.com.au

 (03) 5772 2132    0427 937 404
Office hours: Mon-Thurs: 8am-4:30pm. Fri: 8am-1pm.

ENGINEERING

Buxton Excavation
& Gravel Supplies

House and shed site cuts                         
rivewa  and road construc on 

Drainage and erosion works
Da  construc on and clean outs

egeta on ulching
Ha ardous tree re oval 

ravel ock Soil Sand su lies                        
20 Ton excavators                                                       
5 Ton excavator                                                        

uad axle oat                                                   
Ti  truck and trailer                                           

Darren 0447 198 740 
Barney 0488 016 820

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

• ROADWORKS
• DAM WORK
• HORSE ARENAS
• GRAVEL SUPPLIES
• HOUSE & SHED SITES

Burchall Earthmoving

Phone Shane 
0418 589 240

Owner operator with local knowledge
MM00128

EMC0082

Phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 951

---- FOR HIRE ----
   D6T dozer                    D5M dozer
   Cat 12 h/grader           Tipper 
   16T excavator              Water cart
                    Hay and Silage
Ernie Hadfield (20 years experience) 

0429 931 127

EXCAVATOR HIRE

M & K Fencing are now 
offering

hay & silage production
in our area

Round bales & small 
square bales

For bookings this year, get
in early and call

Michael – 0409 008 045
Kate – 0431 180 896

FENCING
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GLAZIERS

Servicing the Murrindindi Shire
for 35 years

on site 24 hour service
Automotive glass 
Household needs 
Shower screens 

Shop fronts 

Ph Steve Heard
YOUR LOCAL GLAZIER

0427 577 839

ALEXANDRA 
WINDSCREENS

& GLASS

KITCHENS

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

MATH SQUARES

KIDS - MATH SQUARES

CRYPTOGRAM

THE YELLOW CANARY SINGS A 
BEAUTIFUL TUNE

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
8 14 21 3 7 23 13 9 1 11 26 18 19

A B C D E F G H I J K L M
6 10 5 16 24 12 15 2 25 22 4 17 20

Rob - 0439 141 812

• Residential And Co mmercial 
       Glass Replacement
• New Wo rk
• Quality Do ub le Glazing
• Mirro rs
• Splash-Backs
• Sho wer Screens
• Pet Do o rs Into  Single And 
       Do ub le Glazed

Custom built kitchens, 3D kitchen design,
Granite and Reconstituted stone, laundries,

Creative design and quality,
 vanities, wardrobes

0409 146 465
38 Johnston St, Alexandra

sales@murrindindikitchens.com

EM

LEGAL SERVICES

1560 Goulburn Valley Highway, Alexandra

EM
C

01
39

Louise Brennan

Mobile 0418 414 875
Phone 5773 2298 Fax 5773 2294

K
M

C
00

09

MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Alexandra Motorcycles

VACC MEMBER
65 Downey Street (near secondary college)

PH 5772 1045

• Road, Enduro, Quad, Side by Side repairs

EM
C

44
59

PAINTERS

+ Planning approvals + Subdivision
+ Masterplanning

Melbourne le andra Mans eld Mor ell

0419  006  014
nav blueplanning o au

ad in nav blueplanning o au

PLANNING SERVICES

ANDREW WOOD
0488 559 091

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, GAS FITTING, HOT WATER SERVICES, 
SEWER, SEPTIC, HEATING & EMERGENCY SERVICE

PLUMBERS

0357721205 | www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

Supplying bulk fuels to your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your needs
with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,

greases and solvents.

24
HRS

Ampol Alexandra

Ampol Eildon

Mansfield Diesel Stop
24

HRS

SERVICE STATIONS

• Commercial and residential block clearing

• Deadwood and weight reduction

• 24-hour emergency call outs

• Tree and stump removal

• Pruning and shaping

• 3.6 Tonne excavator

• Insurance works

• Storm damage

oval

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

Andrew Bates: 0488 990 393
Kate Hill: 0407 555 440

FULLY
INSURED

TREE SERVICES

TREE & STUMP REMOVALS
Servicing Murrindindi and Mansfield Shires

5778 9603     JASON     0413 671 066

Advanced 
TREE CARE

Servicing N.E. Victoria

Tree Removal Chipping Qualified 
Climbers & Arborists Fully Insured

Falling Mulching Stump Removal 
Tower Hire  Free Quotes

0449 810 683
(03) 5778 7479

Please call 
Michael on

Water Bores
Extensive experience in drilling for water in Mansfield, 

Alexandra and surrounding areas.
Established since 1976

For answers to all your questions and a
no obligation free quote contact GRAHAM BRENNAN
Phone/Fax: (03) 9436 1982   Mobile: 0409 362 289

5
5
D

1
2
0
7
0
/0

4
1
2

northwest.drilling@bigpond.com
www.northwestdrilling.com.au EM

C
18

40

WATER BORING

MM00039

0491 795 157
Delivering drinking water to

Alexandra & surrounding areas

NEEDWATER?
Delivering drinkinn

Alexandra & surrouu

WATER CARTAGE

Like us on facebook
facebook.com/alexandranewspapers

Phone:  5772 1002

Email:  reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Deadline:  12 noon Thursdays

43 Grant Street, Alexandra VIC 3714
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ClassifiedsClassifieds Call 5772 1002 now
to book your ad today!
Fax  5772 1603  or Email
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Classi ed
in or a on

ce hours
Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm

Ph 5772 1002

 recep on ale andranewspapers com au

Deadline  oon onday
Proofs

ine ads proo s not supplied
Dis lay will only be supplied i  re uested

Pay ent
Payment is re uired at the me o  placing 
a classi ed adver sement  Cash or credit 

card acili es available  Master Card or Visa 
no AM  on payment prior to deadline 

may result in adver sement not appearing

Death no ces
Cannot be published without con rma on 

rom a direct amily member or uneral 
director

ehicles Deals on heels
Registra on number or V  number must be 
included in adver sement  eals on Wheels 

will run or  weeks unless cancelled

Bargains under 100
ither one item to the value o  100 or 

several items not totalling more than 100

Animals
t is an o ence to adver se the sale o  a 

dog or cat or to give away ree  unless the 
ource number and microchip iden ca on 
number o  each animal generated by the 
Pet change Register is included in the 

adver sement  

efunds or credits
Check your adver sement on its rst 

appearance  Although every care is taken 
to ensure your adver sement is correct 
errors can occur  o y us immediately 

i  there are errors in your adver sement  
Re unds or credits will not be issued i  

your adver sement has appeared more 
than once and you have not no ed us  

Credits or re unds will not be given i  
adver sements appear out o  order

Condi ons of adver sing
Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd has the right 

to re use any adver sement  Alexandra 
Newspapers Pty Ltd gives no guarantee or 

posi oning o  adver sements  

Co y right
Material published in this edi on is 

sub ect to copyright provisions and cannot
 be used without the company s 

permission
 Ale andra ewspapers Pty Ltd accepts 
no responsibility or the unauthorised 

republica on o  such material

T AD S AD T S  
D AD   

THURSDAY
The Alexandra Standard and The Yea Chronicle
are printed by orth ast Media  Wangara a

Print Post Approved  PP 100000292

1. Name and address of applicant(s): 
Providence Gold Pty Ltd
C/-PO Box 563, East Maitland NSW 2323
2. Contact details of applicant (for map and other information requests): 
Belinda Ingram. Ph: 0428 158 374. E: vic@amets.com.au 
3. Applicant’s Website: Further information about this application is available: 
www.amets.com.au/victoria-tenements/ and https://resources.vic.gov.au/
licensing-approvals/have-your-say
4. Details of the application: 
Application number: EL008779
Locality of the land to which the application relates: 1km south and west of Yea, 
3km east of Flowerdale, 22km north east of Whittlesea, including Limestone, 
Devlin Bridge and Glenburn
Approximate area of the application (Graticular Sections): 300
Date of the application: 24 October 2025
Term the licences are applied for: 5 years
Outline of the proposed programs of work: mapping, landholder negotiations, 
geophysical surveys, drilling
5. Objections and Comments: 
Any person may object or comment to a licence being granted. (Sections 24 and 
24A, Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990).
A person who objects or comments must:
a. put the objection or comment in writing; and
b. include the grounds on which it is made.
All objections or comments must be lodged within 21 days after the latest date 
on which the application was advertised and can be lodged online or posted 
to: The Minister for Energy and Resources, c/- Manager Licensing, Resources 
Victoria, PO Box 500, East Melbourne Victoria 8002
It is recommended that objections or comments are lodged online at https://
rram-vic-gov.my.site.com/ObjectionSubmission to ensure timely consideration. 
Enquiries can be made by writing to the Manager Licensing at the above 
address or by phoning Resources Victoria on 136 186.
6. Other Statutory Requirements
Subject to other requirements being satis ed, an exploration licence, if granted, 
entitles the holder of the licence to explore and search for minerals in the 
relevant land, but does not entitle the holder to undertake mining. 
Further information regarding the statutory requirements that must be complied 
with prior to work being undertaken on a licence, including landowner and 
occupier consent requirements, is available at: https://resources.vic.gov.au/
community-and-land-use.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR AN EXPLORATION 
LICENCE

Mineral Resources 
(Sustainable Development) 
Act 1990 – Section 15(5) 
Mineral Resources 
(Sustainable Development) 
(Mineral Industries) 
Regulations 2019 – Regulation 
22(1) and Schedule 1 

PUBLIC NOTICES

2011, Nissan Micra TI hatch 1.5L Auto
Excellent condition. 148000ks.

Great little car. Ideal rst car or daily 
run-around. RWC and Reg 2DC8NP until 

04/01/26. 
$8500 REDUCED price negotiable. 

Ph: 0419 677 550. 

DEALS ON WHEELS

2022, EZYTRAIL Stirling GT MK3 forward 
fold camper trailer. As new, never used. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Nexus Primary Health and Sunbury and 
Cobaw Community Health will formally 
merge on January 1, 2026 and will be 
known as Omnia Community Health,
a trading name of Sunbury Community 

Health Centre Limited. 
On 1 January 2026, all client records at 
Nexus Primary Health will be transferred 

to Sunbury Community Health Centre Ltd, 
located at 12-28 Macedon Street, 

Sunbury VIC 3429.
For those accessing Nexus Primary Health 

services and programs, very little will 
change. Clients will continue to receive the 
same high level of care from the same location.

Tel: 1300 77 33 52 
Email: info@nexusprimaryhealth.org.au 
Web: www.nexusprimaryhealth.org.au

Nexus Primary Health
ACN 136 475 708

PUBLIC NOTICES

PROPOSAL TO UPGRADE AN EXISTING MOBILE 
PHONE BASE STATION ON EXISTING LATTICE 

TOWER AT LAKE EILDON
1. Optus is proposing to upgrade an existing mobile phone base

station on existing lattice tower at off Karralika Heights Road, 
Lake Eildon VIC 3713 (M0172 Eildon).

2. In summary, this upgrade will comprise of: Removal of three (3) 
existing panel antennas, Installation of three (3) new antennas, 
Installation of temporary antennas to be used during construction 
and Installation and relocation of ancillary equipment.

3. We invite you to provide your feedback or request further 
information by contacting us at: at Wannan Bao, Indara,
02 9495 9000, community@indara.com or Level 1, 110 Pacific 
Highway, St Leonards NSW 2065. We will accept submissions
until 5pm on Friday 21 November 2025.

4. For more information, please visit www.rfnsa.com.au/3713001.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Thursday, November 6, 2025 at 6.15pm

Residents, families and members of the 
Alexandra and district community are 
warmly invited to the Annual General 
Meeting of Kellock Lodge - Alexandra 

Incorporated.

To be held at Kellock Lodge, 15 Bon 
Street, Alexandra.

BUSINESS
1. To con rm the minutes of the previous
     Annual General Meetings held on
     December 2, 2024
2.  To receive the Annual Reports for year
     ending 30 June 2025
3.  To receive the Audited Financial
      Statements for the year ending 30 June
      2025 (KLA Inc.)
4.   Questions and general business

APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTORS
Applications are invited from members of the 
Alexandra and district community to join the 
Board of Management as a Director.  The 
position is honorary, and Board Directors are 
required to be available for board meetings 
and committees. Expressions of interest 
should be addressed to the Board Chair, 
Kellock Lodge 15 Bon Street Alexandra, Vic, 
3714 (or by email to: info@kellocklodge.
com.au) and include a cover letter 
and brief resume. Applications close of 
business Monday November 3, 2025.

Please RSVP your attendance for the meeting 
by close of business Monday November 3, 
2025.  Contact reception on 5770 2100 or
info@kellocklodge.com.au. Teams link 
available by request.

Membership of KLA Inc. is welcomed, with 
forms available from reception on 5770 

2100 or info@kellocklodge.com.au.

Reg. No. A 0037078E        ABN 82 586 866 464

MEETINGS

St Mary’s Alexandra is seeking a reliable 
and enthusiastic person to join our team.

The successful applicant will:
• Hold a Working With Children Check 
  and Police Check
• Have experience working with children
• Be passionate about supporting a 
  positive and caring school environment

If this sounds like you, 
we’d love to hear from you.

St Mary’s Primary School Alexandra
applications close on November 11 at 
4pm.  Please email your application to  

principal@smalexandra.catholic.edu.au

SITUATION VACANT

YEA, 1 Mulqueeny Lane. 
November 8 and 9. From 
8am-4pm. Tools, furniture, 
old stamps, bikes, camping 
equipment, antiques, bric-
a-brac and lots more.

GARAGE SALES GARAGE SALES

ALEXANDRA, 131 
Grant Street. Sunday, 
November 9 from 9am 
to 5pm. Kitchenware, 
electrical stuff, general 
bric a brac.

Like us on Facebook
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Board Director opportunities at Alexandra District Health
The Minister for Health, the Hon. Mary-Anne Thomas MP, is pleased to invite applications 
for part time board director positions at Alexandra District Health. 
The positions start on July 1, 2026, for up to three years. 

These positions provide an exciting opportunity for persons with an interest in making a 
di erence in the health sector and have the knowledge and skills for ensuring health care 
is delivered safely and e ectively, with public money used to the bene t of all Victorians. 

As a director you will be doing more than just contributing your time or knowledge. 
Being appointed to a hospital board places you in a position of trust. You will play an 
important role in providing leadership, accountability and integrity in the delivery of 
healthcare across Victoria. 

Applicants are selected for their capabilities, including personal and professional 
experience, knowledge, and skills that contribute to the strategic leadership and oversight 
of healthcare for the Victorian community. It is preferable that applicants reside in Victoria 
or, within the border community of those hospitals near the New South Wales and South 
Australian borders.

While Victorian public health boards are based on capabilities, boards are more e ective 
when these capabilities also represent the richness of the diverse voices of Victorian 
communities. We encourage First Nations people, people living with a disability, people 
from culturally diverse backgrounds, people who identify as LGBTIQA , gender equality, 
and upholding human rights.

Applications close at midnight Sunday, November 23, 2025.

Further information about Victorian health service boards and how to apply, please go to 
the following website: www.health.vic.gov.au/board-applications or contact 
Executive Assistant and Board Secretary, Jennifer Creed on 5772 0924.

SITUATION VACANTDEATH NOTICES DEATH NOTICES

CREIGHTON,
Neville Charles.
31/10/1948 - 07/11/2003. 
Death changes everything. 
Time changes nothing. 
We still miss the sound of 
your voice, the wisdom in 
your advice, the stories of 
your life and just being in 
your presence. So no time 
changes nothing, we miss 
you as much today as we 
did the day you died. 22 
years today, we miss you 
dearly. Lots of love, Shaun 
and Amanda.

IN MEMORIAM

ISA BROWN LAYERS
- POL, $35 each. Phone 
5798 1868. Pick-up in 
Alexandra or Yea.
beckysfreerange@gmail.com

PETS & 
LIVESTOCK

ACHERON
FIRE BRIGADE

General and 
Biannual meeting 

will be held on 
Sunday, Nov 16 
at 10.30am at 
Acheron Hall. 
All welcome.

MEETINGS

MEETINGS

The Annual 
General Meeting 

of ADNA will 
be held at

Corner Hotel
(Gold elds Room)

on Tuesday, 
November 25 at 
7pm. (6.30pm if 
you wish to have 

dinner prior to 
the meeting).

Contact President 
Cassandra Fraser
0418 538 964 or
Juniorb.netball@

gmail.com

Rental and Sales
Alexandra

Treadmills, X- trainers, 
exercise bikes, rowers

and more.
PH:0407 231 377

FOR HIRE

NOTICE OF AN AUTHORISATION MEETING FOR APROPOSED NATIVE TITLE DETERMINATION APPLICATION 
ON BEHALF OF TAUNGURUNG PEOPLE

23 NOVEMBER 2025CAMP JUNGAI – RUBICON VICTORIA

 you wish to a end the Authorisa on Mee ng on 2  ovember 2025  please register your a endance by email with mily Loughron by email on eloughron tlawc com au or by phone on 
0 27 0 05  by 1  ovember 2025   All mee ng a endees must be veri ed by the e pert genealogist historian as descending rom one or more o  the Taungurung apical ancestors noted above   
This may involve the proposed mee ng a endee providing in orma on about parents and grandparents    you have not provided this in orma on previously  please contact us at eloughron tlawc com au or on 0 27 0 05  
to obtain a amily in orma on orm or to arrange a me prior to 1  ovember 2025 to meet with the genealogist historian    you have not provided in orma on previously or you do not submit a amily in orma on orm or 
meet with the genealogist historian prior to the mee ng on 2  ovember 2025  you will be asked to provide this in orma on prior to the mee ng be ore you are allowed to a end

 you have any ues ons about this no ce or the proposed Taungurung a ve Title Claim please contact Malyon Law by email on kirs n malyonlaw au or by phone on 0 07 157 7 7

MEETINGS

HALL, Peter.
Of Healesville, formerly of 
Marysville, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, 
October 27. Dearly loved 
husband of Naomi (dec), 
much loved father of 
Andrew, Kathryn, Fiona 
and Cameron. Cherished 
grandfather of Daniel, 
Gemma and Harry, great 
grandfather of Sienna 
and Blaire. Our eternal 
gratitude to his many 
friends who enriched his 
life and the caring staff at 
Holmwood, Healesville. 
Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to 
attend a commemorative 
service which will be 
held at St John’s Anglican 
Church, 5 Symons Street, 
Healesville on Friday, 
November 7, commencing 
at 2.30pm. In lieu of 
flowers please consider a 
donation to the Refugee 
Council of Australia.

DANIELI,
Brett Anthony.
Much loved son, big 
brother, uncle, partner and 
father. Taken too soon. We 
will miss you for the rest 
of our lives. Love always, 
Mum. Rach, Daniel and 
Jackson. Ash, Dylan and 
Maeve.

BENSTON,
John Brighton.
Died 24/10/2025 at 
Mornington. Past resident 
of Limestone community 
for 57 years. Much 
esteemed and respected 
L i e u t e n a n t / C a p t a i n 
of Limestone Brigade 
1973-2000. Life member 
of Limestone Brigade 
and Yea Group Officer for 
10 years. John was a tower 
of strength and leadership 
through many district fires. 
Remembered as always a 
firm friend and stalwart of 
the Limestone community. 
From members of the 
Limestone Fire Brigade 
and community.

ACHERON HALL AGM
will be held at Acheron 
Hall on Sunday, November 
16 at 9.30am. All welcome. 
For more information 
phone 0423 802 772.

ALEXANDRA and 
District Dog Obedience 
Club AGM will be held 
on Sunday, November 16, 
11am at Briggs Oval.

FLOWERDALE Sports 
Club AGM on November 
10, 2025 at 7pm at 
Flowerdale Sports Club, 
748 Spring Valley Road, 
Flowerdale. All welcome.
For more information email 
flowerdalesportsclub@
gmail.com.
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Marysville Art Show opens for long weekend

The 55th Marysville Art Show was opened by Murrindindi Shire Council 
CEO Livia Bonazzi. -AR

Some of the crowd in attendance on opening night, Friday, October 31. -AR

Maxwell Wilks was the winner of the $1500 Murrindindi Shire Council 
Award for Best in Show. -AR

Maxwell Wilks’ painting, The Crossing. -AR

Ern Trembath won the Joy and Lloyd Gould 
prize of $750 for his painting, Misty Day 
Narbethong. -AR

Many shoppers took the opportunity to get ready for Christmas. -AR

Tayla Arnett entertaining the crowd. -AR

The market was a wonderful place to browse, eat and catch up with friends. -AR

The Eildon Twilight Market seen from across the Pondage. -AR

Sunny skies 
for first Eildon 
Twilight Market 
of the season
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Second round of club 
championship for 
Eildon Golf Club

by Puttamatic
WELCOME to the Eildon 
Golf Club match report. Last 
Saturday was the second round 
of the club championship and 
the second round of the golden 
putter competitions. 

Congratulations to Colin 
Long winning the day with a 
nett score of 68 in a countback 
from Rod Taylor also on nett 68. 
The ball run down winners were 
Leigh Munro with nett 69 in a 
countback from Terrence Lunt 
and Ian Lakeland also nett 69. 
One of the visitors Rob Casey 
from Kooringal Golf Club and 
Peter McNair both on nett 70 
also won themselves a ball. 

There were no winners on 

the pin holes, but Rob Casey 

Rod Taylor won a ball on the 

Kerry Power took out last 
week’s putting competition 

with just 26 putts and John 
Monteath had a win in the club’s 
secret six competition. Marian 
Williamson won last week’s 
entry draw and Eildon’s very 
own Don Reid had a win with 
the swindle draw. 

Next Saturday will be 
the third round of the club 
championship and the third 
round of the golden putter 
competition. 

Eildon Golf Club is hosting the 
annual community day, so any 
members who can contribute 
some time before or on the day 
please contact Ken Coller or 
Rod Taylor any and all help will 
be gratefully accepted. 

round of the Murrindindi 
Masters at Alexandra Golf 

club members who wish to play 
on the day please contact Rod 
Taylor so you can be entered. 

Congratulation to all winners 
and see you at the club soon. 

Alexandra Squash Club round 
four of term four pennant

by Kristelle Leary

Monday competition
Blue Vein versus Gouda
FILL ins versus Laura: Laura’s 
opponent was a no show, so Sally 
and Eric stepped up to give her a 

Jared versus Ben F: The games 
were swinging strongly both ways, 
but the match was close. Ben took 

lead, only for Jared to take the 
second by nine points. The last 
two games were much closer with 

An enjoyable game to watch. There 
was a lot of movement on the court 
with both players running down 
the balls. It started close, but Phil 
waned in the second half allowing 
Michael to get ahead and take the 

Feta versus Mozzarella
Tyler versus Eric D: A great game. 
Tyler had great consistency in 
his serves and strokes. Eric had 

some great returns from the serve 
but didn’t quite have enough to 
overthrow Tyler. Tyler with the 

Always a classy battle between 
these ladies. Both were here to 
play but only one can take home 
the crown. Sally held the upper 
hand and had consistent wins in 
each game to win the match. 66 
to 55. 

Lucas versus Matt: Lots of long 
rallies and crafty shots. Matt’s 
court coverage was impressive and 
helped him in his victory. 75 to 52. 

sawing games it was anyone’s 
match. Andrew was reading the 
game well, but Jim’s placement 
won him the match. 58 to 50.

Thursday competition
Barracudas versus Piranhas

a simple case of Ben being too 

well and showed it in winning this 

eternal row between these two 
always makes for an entertaining 

match. Sam had already played 
for the night, but he wasn’t going 
to let Travis have an easy match. 

held the win by one point. 59 to 58. 
Daniel K versus Daniel W: 

Daniel W tried to give Daniel K 
the run around, only to be shut 
down and put in his place by the 
superior player. Daniel K won with 

Orcas versus Stingrays
Eric F versus Beth: Impressive 
shots from both players. Beth 
controlled the middle and made 
good use of the corners and side 
walls. Eric pulled it together to 

take back the match. The win went 

Sam versus Mick: Sam held a 
commanding lead throughout. 
Putting in a great last game, Mick 

Ben had the rub of the green with 
every shot landing. Meanwhile 
Michael M couldn’t find the 
rhythm as a workable strategy. 

Some local vehicles were on display, along with vehicles from Many attendees also took the opportunity to picnic, barbecue or Marlene, Peter, Graham and Max from the CFA, encouraging 
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Marysville ladies travel to Lancefield
by Lesley Rundle
LAST Thursday the nine hole summer 
competition opened with a barbecue lunch 
before a round of golf on the front nine 
holes. The delicious barbecue was kindly 
supplied by Amanda and Glen Rattay and 
Mark Alexander and was expertly cooked 
by Richy Clark.

When players were able to drag 
themselves away from the barbecue they 
played a two person ambrose and the 
winning pair was Keith Atwell and Geoff 
Ferguson (3.75) with nett 31.25. Glen and 
Amanda Rattay (4.25) were the runners 
up with nett 32.75.

The nearest the pins were won by Mark 
Alexander on the ninth and Glen on the 
fourth and he also played the shot of the 

third hole.
While the nine holers were playing at 

home four ladies had an early start to travel 

Bowl. A good day was had by all with 

Heather Jenkins gained four Dalhousie 
player of the year points.

The Saturday golfers played a stroke 
round for the November monthly medal. 
Most of the ladies found a good score hard 
to come by but Gail Leigh (13) with nett 
76 played well to win the medal.  Helen 

Howard (25) with nett 80 was the 
runner up.

nearest the pin on the par three ninth 
hole with her tee shot landing just 45 
centimetres from the pin.

in form Glen Rattay (12) with nett 70 and 
the runner up was Richy Clark (13) with 
nett 72. Richy also won the putting with 
26 putts. Peter Lilley won the nearest the 
pin on the 18th hole and the Golden Shot.

Members are currently preparing for 
a busy weekend at the club with the 
Inaugural Community Standpipe Cup 
on Saturday, November 8 and the annual 
mixed tournament on Sunday, November 
9. For information on each of these 

or Facebook page.
The first round of the Foodworks 

Murrindindi Masters 2025/26 series is 
being held at the Alexandra Golf Club on 
Saturday, November 15. All Murrindindi 
golfers are asked to register their intent to 

The Marysville golf course is looking 
stunning at the moment with the azaleas 
and rhododendrons in full bloom. The 
display behind the 12th hole is particularly 
colourful and members thank the past 
members for having the foresight to plant 
them and the current members for caring 
for them.

New season for Little Athletics

by Marie Evans
PENNANT round three for 
the Alexandra Bowls Club 
was marked by some good 
wins by individual rinks but 
unfortunately overall losses 
across the three games. 
Midweek Division Four 
played Dookie at home. 
Saturday Division Three 
who played away to ladder 
leaders Shepparton Park 
lost the game. Division Five 
travelled to Seymour VRI and 
lost the game by eight shots. 

Midweek Division Four 
played Dookie at home. 
Graeme Matthews (Skip), 
Clive Murphy, Denice 
Chisholm and Luke Chapple 

up. However, by end 18 they 
trailed 18 to 19. Not to be 
deterred the Alexandra rink 
won the last end and won 21 
to 20.

John Blamey (Skip), Bob 

close game. They were 
11 all on end 11 but trailed 
18 to 11 on end 14. But had 
reduced the margin to be 14 

score was Alexandra 18 to 
Dookie 21.

Meanwhile Doug Cooper 
(Skip), Trevor Stewart, Peter 
Collyer and Ian Franklin 
lost 11 to 34. Dookie won 
the game 75 to Alexandra 
50. There was no game 
last Tuesday but Alexandra 
will be at home against 
East Sheppar ton when 
play resumes.

Last Saturday Division 
Three travelled to Shepparton 
and played in quite warm 
conditions, exacerbated by 
the complete lack of shade 
at one end of the rink. They 
lost the game by four shots 
overall. There was one 
winning rink. Ian Harper 
(Skip), Tim Langmead, Ken 
Argent and Saxon Langmead 
won 23 to 19. It was seven all 
on end nine, 10 all on end 13 
and 14 all on end 15. A very 

18 had Alexandra 22 to 14 up. 
Shepparton Park had reduced 
that to trail 19 to 22 by end 20 
but Alexandra won the game 
23 to 19. An excellent result 
and well played by the rink.

David Nicklos (Skip), Scott 

draw. They were down six 
shots on end nine six to 12. 
But won the next end with six 
shots to be 12 all. Shepparton 
Park won the next three ends 
to lead 12 to 17. However, 
Alexandra was 16 to 17 by 
end 16. They won three of 

21 all.
Doug Cooper (Skip), Ben 

Gilchrist, John Blamey and 
Denice Chisholm played an 
equally close game. They 
were 12 all on end 12, and 
14 all on end 14. They were 
17 to 15 up on end 17 but 
Shepparton won the last 
two ends to win the game 
19 to 18.

Greg Gilmore (Skip), Larry 
Scott, Graeme Matthews 
and Lauren Gilchrist were 
seven all on end eight and 
nine all on end 10. Alexandra 
however, only won four of the 
last 11 ends to lose 13 to 20.

won 79 to 75. With two losses 
and a draw for the season 
Division Three travel to 
Rushworth next week and 
will be looking to improve 
and win. Rushworth are third 
on the ladder so it will be a 
challenging game.

Division Five were looking 

one winning rink. Mark 
Stone (Skip), Roselyn Livy, 
Craig Parkinson and Rob 
Roach won 13 ends out of 

21 including 10 of the last 
11 ends to win 24 to 13. A 
great effort.

Ray Mathieson (Skip), Peter 
Collyer, Malcolm Gill and 
Pauline Gilmore won nine 
ends but lost 13 to 23. Trevor 
Stewart (Skip), Steve Kirby, 
Anne Gunton and Warren 
Nelson played some very 
experienced VRI players, 
including, Terry Flynn and J. 
Rhue. Coupled with the home 
green VRI won 29 to 11. The 
overall score was VRI 65 to 
Alexandra 53.

Alexandra is still in the 
four sitting in fourth spot 
behind Shepparton Park, 
Colbinabbin and Murchison. 
They are away to Colbinabbin 
next round.

Rink wins but overall losses 
for Alexandra Bowls Club
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DROP YOUR ENTRY INTO THE ALEXANDRA STANDARD OFFICE BY NOON,
 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6 FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN.

ONE ENTRY PER HOUSEHOLD/FAMILY
Winning tickets will need to be collected prior noon, Friday, November 7.                 NOVEMBER 8
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Alexandra Racing Club receives boost for facilities
from a $35,510 funding boost to upgrade their 
facilities and boost the race day experience as 
part of the Victorian Government’s ongoing 
investment in country racing.

The club will use the grant to upgrade the 
alfresco area to a larger structure with a new 
kitchen and secure building. 

Member for Northern Victoria Jaclyn 
Symes said that the upgrades will make the 
Alexandra Racing Club a better space for 
community year round.

“These upgrades will make Alexandra 
Racing Club an even better place for locals 
and visitors to come together, not just on 
race days, but for community events all year 
round,” she said.

Minister for Racing Anthony Carbines 
announced more than $730,000 from the 
Regional Customer Facilities Program to 
improve racing infrastructure at 18 regional 
racing venues.

“We’re proud to back our regional racing 
clubs. They’re at the heart of their communities 

and play a vital role in supporting local 
economies,” Mr Carbines said.

“These grants will give racegoers and 
locals access to better facilities that can be 
enjoyed well beyond race days.

“The regional racing industry contributes 
$1.17 billion to Victoria’s economy and 
supports around 9,000 full-time equivalent 
jobs across the state’s regions.”

Thoroughbred, harness and greyhound 
racing clubs will receive grants of up to 
$100,000 to deliver projects that upgrade 
function spaces, improve public amenities 

and purchase new equipment, ensuring 
racegoers and communities can enjoy these 
venues all year round.

Under the Regional Customer Facilities 
Program, funded through the Victorian 
Racing Industry Fund, regional race clubs 
can apply for grants to support projects that 
improve facilities and encourage greater 
community use.

The regional racing industry contributes 
$1.17 billion to the Victorian economy each 
year and supports more than 9,000 full-time 
equivalent jobs across the state.

Fine weather 
and work on a 

green rebuild at 
Alexandra Golf Club

by Dave Silverman
WORK got underway last week on the long 
overdue, and much anticipated, rebuild of the 
sixth green at Alexandra Golf Club. As the 
new green will not be ready for play for some 
time, a temporary green will be in play until 
further notice, which makes the infamous sixth 
a very different animal, at least for a while.

the temperature increases, so do the numbers. 
Thirteen members turned out for the regular 
stableford round last week, and were joined 
by a visitor, Kane Berkley.

Greg Millard was the winner with 39 
points, with Steve Darmody in second with 
37, and Graeme Emmerson third with 35. Dan 
Burns claimed the nearest the pin on seven, 
and 17 fell to Russell Haack while 18 went 
begging. Rundown vouchers went to Leo 
Dynes, Brad Newton and John Greatorex.

stableford round last Wednesday. Marion 
Williamson was the winner after a countback 

having carded 33 points. Third, with 29, was 
Deb Richardson.

Deb also took off nearest the pin on two, 

Helen Findlay.
Burnsies Pizzas sponsored the Saturday 

of 25 were champing at the bit by the time 

and ideal course conditions, it was expected 
that there would be some good scores, and 
indeed there were. 

The winner, with a very impressive 41 
points, was Michael Bossonnet, well clear 
of second placed Marc Langeweg, one of 
the club’s Melbourne members, who had 38. 
John Greatorex came in third, and fourth was 
James Kidd, both of whom also had 38. Fifth 
was Leo Dynes with 37, and Shane McGorlick 
snuck into sixth with 36.

Nearest the pins went to Mick Holohan on 

on seven and 12, Steve Darmody on 18, and 
Greg Millard put a full stop on a good day 


