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The attendees at the Yarck Cenotaph on Anzac Day. More images on page 8. -AR

Fire Inquiry hears from our fire-impacted region
THE Legislative Council Environment and 
Planning Committee’s Inquiry into the 2026 
Summer Fires across Victoria held a hearing at 
the Alexandra Shire Hall on Friday, April 24. 
The committee members had also heard directly 
from some of the communities impacted by the 

The session star ted with council 

including Murrindindi Shire Council’s Mayor 
Damien Gallager, CEO Livia Bonazzi, and 
Director of Community and Development 
Andrew Paxton.

The panel also heard from community hub 
representatives from Fawcett, Tablelands and 
Highlands, followed by CFA representatives, 
then former incident controller Andrew Miller, 
Peter Weeks from UGFM, and Fiona Lindsay 
who lost her property in the Longwood Fire.

After lunch, there was an open mic session, 
where members of the community could make 

Throughout the session, the panel members 
were made aware of the trauma and challenges 

was also the overwhelming impression that 
residents, councils and community hubs felt 
that they had not been adequately supported 
by the state government during the recovery 
stages, noting how different the response has 

in Victoria.
As Mayor Damien Gallagher said in his 

presentation, “In February, the Victorian 
Government announced $6.9 million in 

communities. Try to contemplate my frustration 
after conveying the story of Murrindindi 
Shire, the 4000 square kilometres and most 
impacted municipality, has received $0 dollars 
of that funding. Contemplate my frustration 
at hearing no response to raising this concern 
and seeing Alexandra District Health, Yea and 
District Memorial Hospital and community and 
philanthropic funded individuals like Warren 

wellbeing gap without recovery support; a gap 
left by a failure of policy. Murrindindi is on the 

frontline of the disaster, and back of the queue 
for funding.”

He also spoke about the recovery challenges 

challenges. Livia pointed out that half of the 
shire’s farmers are missing out on all support 
from the state government.

Damien noted that only 8.3 per cent of the 
announced funding for local governments to 
date is going to Murrindindi Shire, despite our 
shire comprising 48 per cent of the area burnt 

CEO Livia Bonazzi stated, “Resilience is not 
a funding model. When recovery funding is 
standardised against unequal impact, the burden 
shifts onto communities, onto volunteers, and 
onto small rural councils with limited capacity 
to absorb it.”

She said, “A system that is not proportionate 

disruption. Infrastructure was already 
compromised. Recovery frameworks assume 
events occur in isolation. Communities 
experience them as cumulative, layered and 

of this. We are the recovery coordinating 
authority. We are the delivery layer. We 
manage infrastructure. We enable rebuilding. 
We support community wellbeing and local 
economies. Half our workforce was directly 
impacted by this disaster. They are living the 
recovery while delivering it. At the same time, 

essential. But community is not a substitute for 
a system that is properly resourced.”

to stand with our community. The question is 
whether the system and government will stand 
with us.”

The panel also heard numerous times 
about people’s concerns around roadside 

Lest we 
forget
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Weekly Weather 
April 29 - May 5, 2026

Home Creek at Yarck 10.32AM Mon 0.15 steady          

Yea er at e ns r d e            10.2 AM Mon 0. 0 steady          e o  ood e e

M rr nd nd  er A o e Co e s 10.00AM Mon 0.20 steady  

Yea  at d n ort  d 10.00AM Mon 0.3 steady  

o rn er at n n 10.00AM Mon 3. 1 steady  

n  arrot Creek at o erda e 10.00AM Mon 0.31 steady          e o  ood e e

o rn er at ra oo 10.00AM Mon 1.21 steady          e o  ood e e

nday Creek at a arook 10.00AM Mon 0.2 steady          e o  ood e e

o rn er at eymo r 10.30AM Mon 1.52 steady          e o  ood e e

te eads Creek at eymo r 10.00AM Mon 0. steady  

*ISSUED AT 10:54 AM AEDT MONDAY 27 APRIL 2026

STATION NAME

RIVER HEIGHTS FOR THE GOULBURN CATCHMENT
TIME HEIGHT TENDENCY FLOOD CLASS

Alexandra...................................... 0.1mm
Buxton.........................................N/A mm
Eildon (AWS)....................................... 0mm
Flowerdale..................................... 0.2mm
Jamieson........................................... 0mm
Kinglake........................................... 0mm
Lake Eildon...................................... 0mm
Mans eld.......................................... 0mm
Taggerty ........................................ 0.2mm
Yarck ................................................ 0mm
Yea ................................................. 0mm

Above details for 7 days to 9am Monday

Height above sea level this week..................269.72m
Capacity as at 9am Monday...............................41.1%
Metres below full supply..................................19.18m

aily in ow ..................................................500ML
Release........................................................ 3000ML
Eildon Pondage (may be subject to rapid change).................70%
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Hours: 9am-5pm Monday-Friday

Alexandra District Health
5772 0900

Yea & District Memorial Hospital
5736 0400

In an emergency dial
000

MONTHLY COMMUNITY GROUPS
WEEKLY

Tue Women’s Walk @ 7am @Embassy of Ideas
Wed Oasis Church, free coffee connection Ph 0408 123 581
Fri Man Walk @ 7am meet at RSL Hall
Fri Communitea 10am-12pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
Sun Alex & Dist Dog Obedience, training. Ph 0456 583 611
Sun AA meeting; 7pm St Johns Hall. Ph 1300 22 22 22.

MONTHLY
1st Wed    Alexandra Lions dinner meet, Corner Hotel 0427 595 318
1st  Thur Murrindindi Men 6-8pm@ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
1st Sun Crop/Produce swap 10.30am--noon @ Embassy of Ideas 
2nd Tue Alexandra District Garden Society Meeting Ph 5772 2285
2nd Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
3rd Wed Alex Lions business meeting, rear RSL hall 0427 595 318
3rd Thu Alexandra Ladies Probus 10am RSL Ph 0428 976 252
3rd Thu Community Potluck dinner 6-8pm @ Embassy of Ideas
3rd Sun Alexandra RSL  Ph 0409 950 913
4th Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
4th Thu Alexandra Redgate CWA Meeting 1pm, Ph 0402 804 517
Last Fri Carers Group 10am Grant Street Grocer. 0418 402 455

For a $10 annual fee for one line, your club or organisation’s 
regular meeting dates will be listed each week. Not only is this 
a reminder to your regular members but also a good source of 
what groups are available in the community, when they meet 

and a contact phone number.

COMMUNITY DIARY
Alexandra District Health

5772 0900
Non-emergency police assistance

131 444
EMERGENCY 000

Local Radio Frequency
UGFM 106.9 Alexandra / Lake Eildon
UGFM   98.5 Marysville / Lake Mountain

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
can be submitted via email to 

editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

 or by mail to Alexandra Newspapers 
 PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714.

Letters must be 300 words or less. We will 
not publish defamatory letters, or content 
which is o ensive, threatenin  or containin  
personal attacks. Submitted letters may be 
edited before oin  to print.
All letters must contain writers name, 
address and contact number. (not necessarily 
for publication). Letters without these details 
supplied cannot not be published. Deadline 
for Letters to the Editor is 9am Monday.

If you have any enquiries please do not hesitate 
to contact the o ce on

 5772 1002 or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

We thank you for your continued support

   Thursday 5pm
   Thursday noon
   Thursday 5pm
   Monday noon
   Monday 9am
   Monday 10am
   Monday 9am
   Monday 10am
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Alexandra and District 
Senior Citizens Club report
by honorary secretary Mike Jennings
THE club week started with two tables of bridge 
players testing their skills on Wednesday. On 
Friday, there was a social meeting, with the 
formalities followed by refreshments and the 
customary chat before settling down to games 
of 500 and UNO. The next excursion will be 
to Morning Melodies at Healesville RSL on 
Tuesday, June 9. If you are planing to come please 
put your name on the list on the front desk.

The club welcomes new members both for 
bridge and other club activities so please come 
along and join in at the Bayley Street clubroom. 
Meanwhile stay safe and keep smiling.

Unviable, unachievable and not value 
for money
UPPER Goulburn landholders met 
with Federal Water Minister Watt, 
Commonwealth Environmental Water 
Holder (CEWH) Simon Banks and Murray 
Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) Chief 
Executive River Management Jacquie 
Hickey last week. It seems none of them 
are widely read on the cold hard facts why 

upper Goulburn and mid Murray River 
simply cannot have any positive effect 

those of 2016 and 2022 are created.
The Minister was totally clueless of 

the fact that the Hydrological Outcomes
document that investigated the feasibility 
of constraints in the Goulburn and Murray 

impacts of relaxing constraints in the mid-
Murray and Goulburn tend to decrease 
with increasing distance downstream of 
the Barmah Choke. Modelling suggests 
relaxing constraints will result in no change 
in the frequency of environmentally 

River at the South Australian border under 
all relaxed constraints scenarios tested 
in this stage of the Victorian Constraints 
Management Project.”

In fact none of the bureaucrats had read 
the above document which repeatedly 
states relaxed constraints f lows, as 
modelled by the MDBA, DEECA and 
University of Melbourne, from the 
Upper Goulburn and mid Murray have 

or at the South Australian border.
The Minister also told us that he was 

unaware that the Goulburn Broken 
Catchment Management Authority has 
repeatedly stated that they do not need 
or want any more water for the Goulburn. 
They have 65OGL and struggle to use 
all that.

Carl Walters, Chief Executive GBCMA 
has continually said, “We can’t have the 

lamb to downstream needs. It has 
essentially destroyed the characteristics 
of the lower Goulburn with bank 
slumping, erosion and declining native 

The MDBA and CEWH advise the 
Minister on environmental buybacks, 
so in my book, these bureaucrats are 
culpable of either misinforming the 
Federal Minister or the Minister himself 
is slow-witted and uncomprehending.

Regardless, Minister Watt told us face 
to face and in no uncertain terms he 
intended to continue buying back the 450 
GL. Despite the fact that the purpose of the 
450GL was to be delivered to the Lower 
Murray and South Australia to achieve 
‘enhanced environmental outcomes’ and 
has now been proven to be unachievable, 
the Minister intends to keep spending 
billions of taxpayer’s dollars.

As environmental water entitlements 
make up 44 per cent of entitlements in 
the Goulburn Valley consumptive pool, 
it is obvious this excess water which 
will have to be stored in the upstream 
storages, will in wetter years with more 
unpredictable rain events, cause major 

exacerbate food and fodder shortages.
Water policies as devised by the Basin 

Plan have created an overabundance of 
environmental water which now controls 
our national food and fodder security.

The MDBA, CEWH and Minister Watt 
are all answerable to the public. They 
are all guilty of spending billions of 
taxpayer’s dollars on a project that has 
proven to be unviable and unachievable 
and certainly not value for money as all 
procurement programs must be by law.

Jan Beer, Yea, representing Upper 
Goulburn River Catchment Association

Letters to the Editor
New funding opportunity for 
energy resilience projects

of AusNet’s Energy Resilience Grants. There are 
two categories: Energy Resilience Grants, and 
Energy Education and Literacy Grants.

These grants provide funding for projects 
that strengthen local energy resilience and help 
communities prepare for, respond to and recover 
from prolonged outages, emergencies and severe 
weather events.

With communities across the Murrindindi Shire 

this funding can support essential improvements 
that build long term resilience.

Applications are open to community and not-for-

small businesses or sole traders providing an 
essential service or operating as a resilience hub.

You can read the grant guidelines at Energy 
Resilience Community Fund (ERCF) and submit 
an application through the ERCF grants portal.

For questions about eligibility or the application 
process, you can also contact AusNet’s ERCF 
Manager, Kim Sullivan, on 0499 781 580 or at 
ERCF@ausnetservices.com.au
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Please call the team

ALEXANDRA PHYSIOTHERAPY

PP
00

25

Empowering you towards better health
Over 25 years of clinical experience.

• Clinical Pilates
• Orthotics

• Back & Neck Pain
• Sports Injuries
• Joint & Muscle Injuries
• Rehabilitation post surgery or injury
• Consulting Rooms available for rental

5772 2649
54A Downey St, Alexandra

HICAPS: Health fund rebates claimed on the spot.
Veterans Affairs, TAC, WorkCover, Private, 

Medicare (EPC referral from GP)

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Elva Thompson with 
some of the beautiful 
puppies and teddy 
bears she has been 
creating for the 
young patients at 
Alexandra District 
Health. -AR

Bushfire Relief Concert raises $148,121 for fire-affected communities
AFTER weeks of behind-the-scenes work 

Rise 
From the Ashes has been established, with clear criteria to 

CFA Appreciation Dinner raises $46,753.48

The Green Dream

which is called Spotlight: 
The Green Dream

Ken Coller, Eildon

Letters to the Editor

POLICE REPORT

Police are keen to speak to the man in this image 
regarding the Merton incident. -S

THUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWN

THUMBS UPTHUMBS UPTHUMBS UP

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down is a reader’s 
contribution section of Alexandra Newspapers. 

Send your Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down to 
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Contributions will be edited and/or published 
at the Editor’s discretion. We request that this 

section not be used as a slander attack on 
persons, businesses or property

THUMBS UP: To Bob from the Alex-
andra Fire Brigade who gave up his 
time on Sunday, April 26 to run a fire 
evacuation drill with fire extinguisher 
training to the members of the Oasis 
Community Church. Bob’s expertise 
and professionalism was truly appre-
ciated.
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Buxton Primary School students commemorated Anzac Day on Friday, April 24 with the 

Additional funding 
budgeted for the CFA

The Victorian Budget 2026/27 will 

replacement program.
The press release states, “An additional $100 

million for new CFA tankers and pumpers 

Victorians. The budget also includes $26.2 
million for CFA station builds, planning, land 
acquisition and upgrades.” These upgrades 
are not located in Murrindindi Shire.

The government will also deliver $22.4 
million for more wellbeing support, training 
and new protective gear.

Forest firefighters will receive a $217 
million investment to purchase 17 new assets 
including heavy tankers, dozers and graders, 

more planned burns and fuel management.
Danny O’Brien, Leader of the Nationals, 

responded to the announcement, saying that 
the government had “conveniently left out that 
it will be distributed over 10 years.”

He added, “This is a joke. This funding 
spread over 10 years doesn’t come anywhere 
near what is required to adequately replace 

years old. This funding will not even begin to 

from Victorians in emergency services tax. 
Where is the rest of the money going?”

At present, new tankers cost $465,000 and 
pumpers $1 million.

Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria estimates 
the CFA needs to replace 100 appliances each 
year at a cost of $60 million just to stop the 

A government spokespereson was asked 
for further infomation on the funding. They 

and said it’s “designed to provide certainty 
and a steady pipeline of new appliances.”

combining around $10 million from the new 
$100 million commitment, around $10 million 

program, around $10 million from CFA base 

Volunteer Emergency Services Equipment 
Program (VESEP). That level of funding will 

ageing appliances, particularly older tankers 
that raise safety concerns.”

“The $26.2 million for CFA station builds, 
upgrades, planning and land acquisition is 
being delivered through the current budget, 
with projects rolling out as planning and 
approvals are completed, not spread evenly 
over 10 years. This approach allows CFA to 
act now on stations already in the pipeline 
while also planning ahead for future needs.”

Asked for information on whether any of 
the new tankers and pumpers would be for 
Murrindindi Shire brigades, the spokesperson 

public brigade-by-brigade list in advance, 

decision based on risk and need. CFA uses a 
statewide prioritisation process, considering 

the condition and age of existing appliances, 
and regional roles.”

grateful for the generous donation from the Alexandra 

THE items in Out and About 
are sourced from our current 
advertising. Out and About is not 

are placed at the discretion of 

***************

An open community meeting 
will take place from 5pm at the 
Kinglake Ranges Neighbourhood 
House, hosted by Murrindindi 
Shire Council. This is an 
opportunity to speak to council 
about topics or issues that affect 
you and your community. Prior 
registration is not required.

***************

Free health checks for the farming 
community at Yea Saleyards.

***************

Free heart health checks at 
Murrindindi Foodshare 9am-

Street carpark.

***************

Confetti and Chaos at Trawool 

experience has fun and mayhem 
bursting from the seams of a 
wedding dress, with entirely 
original comedy that pulls out 
all the stops; including quick 

to seating, eating, and dancing, 
audiences will become part 
of a classic wedding reception 
gone wildly wrong. The most 
hilarious wedding reception ever. 
A perfect gift for your mum for 
Mother’s Day. Book now 5792 
1444 or trawoolestate.com.
au/whatson/confettiandchaos

***************

Yea Garden Club announces it’s 
inaugural Mother’s Day bouguet 
sale outside Yenckens Yea from 
9am until sold out.

***************

Enjoy Mother’s Day in Wild 
Water restaurant at Trawool 

Estate. Dine from the usual all 
day menu, or enjoy the specials 
available just for this special day. 
Booking essential on 5792 1444 or 
trawoolestate.com.au/booktable

***************

Friends of the Library Alexandra 
AGM. 6pm at the Alexandra 
Library. New members welcome. 
Nomination forms available 
by emailing the secretary 
proctor@virtual.net.au

***************

Free heart health checks at 
Alexandra Pharmacy 10am-noon.

***************

An important warning
AN email arrived in our inbox recently 
from a prominent local person, known to 
our organisation. The email said, “Do you 
have time to chat over email?”

an offer to chat over the phone if needed.
They replied, “Thanks for the response, 

to get an Apple gift card for my niece, who 
is diagnosed with stage 4 mesothelioma 

tried purchasing it online, but unfortunately, 

could purchase it at any store around you, 
supermarket or ordering it online through 
Apple, prezzee or eBay and have it sent 

me know if you’re able to assist.”
This rang alarm bells and led to checking 

was similar to the address of the person 
known to us, but not the same. Someone in 

just an hour earlier.

The email was sent from a scammer. We 
decided to mess with them a little bit.

We enquired about the address they 
would like the gift card sent to, and this was 
willingly supplied by the scammer.

$200 Apple gift card, you can order the gift 
cards to her email address [***] and forward 

The delivery date should be ‘now’ so it will 

deserve the best.’”
We replied, “Done,” and followed up half 

it to the wrong email address.”
They responded, “Thank you so much. 

She has not received any Apple gift card, 
so you will need to reorder another one for 

is her email address [***].”
We enquired about whether the money 

would be refunded in cash tomorrow, and 
of course they said it would be, along with a 

once it’s done.”
We asked whether the gift card should be 

in Euros or American dollars.
The scammer replied, “Send it in Euros 

she has a way of using it.”

moment please go ahead and place the order.”

Just a really quick call.”

call. Here is the message you will include: 
happy birthday you deserve the best.”

Of course, we didn’t send the money.
These scammers impersonate people, even 

our local people, and prey on kindness.

be fooled. Check the email address against 
the email address you have for the person you 
know, and give them a call if you’re not sure.

Always be extremely wary of anyone 
asking for a gift card to be emailed.
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Join us for a fun, free open day at our
Snobs Creek Fish Hatchery!
455 Goulburn-Valley Highway, Eildon

Join us for a fun, free open day at our
Snobs Creek Fish Hatchery!
455 Goulburn-Valley Highway, Eildon

SUNDAY
3 MAY

Fun kids activities - plaster arts, face
painting, games and so much more!

Tour the hatchery, including the new
Conservation Hatchery to bring back
threatened freshwater species and
Macquerie perch Recovery Centre

Take a selfie with our big fish sculpture

Aquaculture Hub with free samples

SNOBS CREEK
OPEN DAY
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSNNNNNNOOOOOOBBBBBBSSSSSS CCCCCCRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEEKKKKKK
OOOOOOPPPPPPEEEEEENNNNNN DDDDDDAAAAAAYYYYYY

FREE EVENT
9am - 2pm

Meet fishing expert Robbie Alexander

Local artists performing live music

Coffee van and sausage sizzle onsite

SUNDAY
3 MAY

FREE EVENT
9am - 2pm

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Snobs Creek Hatchery annual open day to show 
off new Macquarie Perch Recovery Centre

THE Snobs Creek Fish Hatchery near Eildon 

May 3.

event will have an added attraction this year 

Perch Recovery Centre which will provide a 

bred in captivity and Victorian Fisheries 

Snobs Creek opened in 1948 and now 

Work by the Snobs Creek Conservation 
Hatchery to help recover at least 10 threatened Creek Open day has in store, visit vfa.vic.

gov.au/snobsopenday

People have an opportunity to wander around Snobs Creek Hatchery and talk to staff at the annual 
open day. -BD

Anzac Day 
at Kellock 

Lodge

Kellock Lodge’s ANZAC Day service. -BD
The residents gathered outside in the courtyard, with the autumn sunshine complementing the service nicely. -BD

The Kellock Lodge wreath created by residents. -BDAlexandra RSL President Bob Benghamy (podium), Kellock Lodge 
CEO Tania Hunter and her nursing staff leading the gathered crowd in 
hymns. -BD
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Student of the Week Proudly supported by 
Kinglake branch

Lachlan Fallon
Lachlan shows the school values of Respect and Care 
each day in the classroom. Lachlan is happy to work 
with a wide range of students, even creating games 

that they can play together. He is kind and helpful to 
both his teachers and his peers. We are proud to have 
you in our learning community, Lachlan. You are a 

Star.

Buxton’s students of the week are Mia-Rose, Lucy and Harlow 
for being caring and helping to look after our school plants and 

animals.

BUXTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

EILDON PRIMARY SCHOOL

ALEXANDRA PRIMARY SCHOOL

ELLIE-MAE
For demonstrating the school value Achievement by completing 
your independent work to the best of your ability and on time. 

When you are unsure, you give it a go or ask for help rather than 
skipping tasks. Also, thank you for your patience during our ever-
changing days and for always using your initiative and respect to 

help wherever possible. Well done, Ellie-Mae.

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Anzac Day in Marysville
THE Marysville Anzac Day commemoration 
took place beneath autumn leaves and 
clear skies.

Reverend John Jessop provided the Anzac 
Day address. He said, “For me, one of the most 
important things we commemorate on Anzac 
Day is the comradeship and mateship that 
those on active military service experience. 
The circumstances of active military service 
draw people together in co-operation and 
mutual dependency. People who have not 

the extreme depravation and discomfort of 

sort of comradeship is often expressed in the 

love and it ultimately leads to grief.”
He spoke about the young RNVR Sub-

Lt, Arthur Tisdall, a scholar and poet, who 
performed an act of such heroism that troops 
waiting in boats to land could only watch in 
dumb admiration and astonishment.

Rev Jessop explained, “Sub-Lt Tisdall was 
waiting on his troop ship, SS River Clyde, to 
lead his platoon ashore when he witnessed the 

attempted landing of the Munster and Dublin 

the Turkish machine guns opened up again, 
cutting a terrible swathe through the ranks, 
leaving many men dead and wounded on the 
beach. Their cries could be heard above the 
relentless rattle of the machine guns and the 
thunder of exploding shells. Rescue of the 
helpless soldiers seemed out of the question, 
then Tidall turned to a major by his side and 

then leapt into the water and aided by four 
seamen and pushing a small boat before him 
made several trips between shore and ship, 
rescuing many men. All the time he ignored 
the hail of bullets. For this action Tisdall was 
awarded the Victoria Cross. He was killed in 
action on May 6, 1915.”

This is one of many stories of heroism that 

generosity; and his regard for his fellow men 

this sense of service and decency pervades 
the men and women of our defence forces and 
we should be very proud of them.”

The Anzac parade down Murchison Street in Marysville. -S Bob Emblin and Rev John Jessop. -S

Anne Jessop. -S Bob Emblin with Cr Sandice McAulay. -S
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Anzac Day in Alexandra

Richard Crisp. -AR

The statue atop the Cenotaph. -AR An Ambulance Victoria representative with their wreath. -AR

Alexandra RSL President Bob Benghamy. -ARStudents from Alexandra Secondary College. -AR

played The Last Post at the Alexandra Anzac Day ceremony when 
he was aged just 11. He received a sincere round of applause from 

The choir. -ARStudents from Alexandra Secondary College laying a wreath. -AR Students from St Mary’s Primary School laying a wreath. -AR

The Alexandra Anzac Day event was very well attended. -AR

SES representatives with their wreath. -AR
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Anzac Day in Yarck

Wreaths at the Cenotaph in Yarck. -AR

Alexandra RSL members Stuart Chettle, Steven Watson, Luke Fegen and Darren Stendt. -AR

People of all ages attended the Yarck Anzac Day ceremony. -AR

Steven Watson. -ARDarren Stendt. -AR

Anzac Day ceremony. -AR

Cr Paul Hildebrand laying a wreath. -AR

Disability 
access plans 
for the shire

MURRINDINDI Shire Council was asked 
whether they are developing any plans around 
disability access in the shire, particularly 
regarding footpaths and shire owned buildings.

They responded, “Council recognises that 

through our towns and public buildings 
is essential for people of all abilities, and 

“Across council-owned buildings, 
upgrades are being delivered progressively 

as funding allows. A current project is in 

including consideration of circulation and 

already provides disability access via a 
side entrance, and council seeks to ensure 

and respectful, while also working within 
the constraints of heritage buildings and 
existing layouts.

“Council is also continuing to upgrade 
footpaths and pedestrian crossings to better 

works are prioritised based on safety, usage, 

streets without footpaths and crossings that 

across the network.
“New footpaths are typically delivered as 

upgrades in established areas often rely on 

were constructed historically without 
footpaths. Council continues to actively 
advocate for grant funding to be accelerate 

in Hall Street, Alexandra, and Falls 
Road, Marysville.

“Council will continue to assess 
oppor tunities, pursue funding and 

our streets and public buildings are safer, 

who lives in or visits Murrindindi Shire.”

Some more of our wonderful unsung heroes
Jye Savage
all his epic work putting the hay run together. 

Sam Hicks. Sasha Barrows. Ray Mackey. 
Andrew Embling. Aidan Embling. Tim 
Winter. Jarrod Smith

the district. -Vee Scott
Dan Lawrence

Axedale to help his brother save his Dad’s 
property in Swan Road. -Karen Mckenzie

Burton’s 
IGA Euroa donating new clothes and boots 

Shez Marchenko and 
Kathryn Goodall keeping the Longwood 
Relief Centre. Donations of food, kitchenware, 

Steven Jeffery for the perfect house for us 

Longwood Primary School for their 

son. Paula Burton

us get the things we need. It just goes on. - 
Michelle Hanslow

The Longwood Community, every single 

and present. The staff and children of the 
Longwood Primary School, the Longwood 
Football and Netball Club, and all the groups 

and hopefully will always be. The Longwood 
Fires only just displayed it to the world. - 
Ron Socnik

Shez Marchenko and Kathryn Goodall 
for the visionary and tireless efforts setting 

are still serving those in need, while they 

All of the crew, both locals and out of area 
volunteers, at the Ruffy stock feed depot 

and all the ladies and gents at the Ruffy Hall 

Shez Marchenko and Kathryn Goodall 
for heading up and still now continuing 

Recreation Reserve. - Maddi Milne
The Embling team for staying open and 

having what was needed on hand regardless 

Fifth Gen Constructions 

runs all over the area. Andrew Embling for 
organising the hay depot. Menzies support 
services

Chris Lynch
here and all over the state. The businesses 

when there was no power and we were 
isolated,especially FoodWorks, Alexandra 
Pharmacy, the Alexandra Opp Shop, Kev 
and Sirikarn’s cafe and Grant St Grocer. 
They opened despite few staff and were 

Alexandra Rotary Club 

voucher centre in the Alexandra and Eildon 
Woodworkers building.These vouchers 

could only be used in Alexandra and supported 
local businesses. The Woodworkers let Rotary 

The 
Alexandra Lions Club distributed their own 

tools, etcetera. The Menzies Centre set up 
a Recovery Wardrobe for people who had 

Foundation Murrindindi 
provided food, bedding, clothes and referrals 
for people. The Alex Hub assisted locals 

SP Ausnet and 

hours to restore electricity. Murrindindi 
Shire Council
activities behind the scenes. The SES was 

situations. Now Blaze Aid is doing a 
wonderful job erecting fences and providing 

cared for by the Alex Football/Netball 
Club where they have caravans and showers. 
Need for Feed organised by the Lions Club. 
-Alexandra Rotary
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NFF statement on 
first agreements to 

underwrite shipments 
of fertiliser

by NFF President, Hamish McIntyre
THE Federal Government has announced it’s 
working with fertiliser companies, CSBP 
(Wesfarmers) and Incitec Pivot, using the new 
Strategic Reserve powers to underwrite shipments 
of fuel and fertiliser. This framework enables 
companies to lock in shipments from overseas 
and get supply into the country faster.

NFF statement
This is a welcome and practical step that will help 
get fertiliser where it’s needed most, and a direct 
result of advocacy and the importance of industry 
and government working together.

We also acknowledge the four additional 
shiploads of fuel that will deliver an extra 200 
million litres of diesel from South Korea, Brunei 
and Malaysia.

We’ve been clear, fertiliser isn’t optional for 
Australian farmers. Without it, we simply can’t 

Australian agriculture is on track to contribute 
more than $100 billion to the economy this year 
and supports over 250,000 jobs, with nearly all 
production reliant on fertiliser and diesel.

on the concerns we’ve been raising directly on 
behalf of farmers. Coupled with last week’s 
announcement securing 250,000 tonnes of urea, 

the season.
But we are still a long way from being out of the 

woods. Despite this news, farmers and regional 
businesses are still under real pressure, facing 
tight supply, rising costs and tough decisions.

NFF calls for funding for 
Regional Tech Hub to assist 

with UOMO rollout
PICTURE this: Your car breaks down on a 
single-lane dirt road in the middle of nowhere 
country. Looking both ways down the road, you 
see nothing visible for miles. No houses. No 
other cars on the road. No sign of civilisation. A 
look under the bonnet reveals smoke billowing 

You pull out your mobile phone to call for 

You’re stuck.
In February of 2025, the Australian 

a solution to this common scenario. They 
announced the Universal Outdoor Mobile 
Obligation (UOMO) that will require mobile 
carriers to provide access to mobile voice and 
SMS almost everywhere across the country. 

The policy means that anyone with the 
right handset will be able to call or text from 
anywhere they can see the sky by December 
of 2027. 

In their announcement of the UOMO, the 
Federal Government laid out their policy 
objectives relating to improving mobile 
coverage. These included expanding Triple 
Zero access for Australians across the nation, 
expanding outdoor voice and SMS coverage into 
existing mobile black spots, and improving the 
availability of mobile signals during disasters 
and power outages. 

Federal Minister for Communications at the 
time of the announcement, Michelle Rowland, 
spoke to the importance of the UOMO.

“The Universal Outdoor Mobile Obligation 
will improve public safety, increase resilience 
during natural disasters, and provide an extra 
layer of coverage in areas previously thought too 

“The experience will be different to land 

This reform is possible due to global 
innovations in Low Earth Orbit Satellites 
(LEOSats) and the arrival of direct to device 
(D2D) technology, which enables signals from 
space direct to mobile devices. 

Now the National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 
is calling for continued funding for the Regional 
Tech Hub program in next month’s Federal 
Budget by designating it an essential service. 

The Regional Tech Hub, launched in 2020 
and fully funded by the Federal Government 
ever since, is a NFF-run service providing free 
and independent advice to regional, rural and 
remote communities to help with their phone 
and internet. 

Individuals, community organisations, 
local councils, small businesses and primary 
producers rely on the hub to understand their 
connectivity options, resolve phone and internet 
challenges, and make informed decisions about 
the services available to them.

By translating complex telecommunications 
information into clear, practical guidance, the 
Regional Tech Hub helps regional Australians 
stay connected, productive and able to 
participate fully in the digital economy.

Last year, more than 28,000 regional 
Australians received direct connectivity support 
from the Regional Tech Hub, more than 75 
people each day. Some 327,254 people visited 
the Regional Tech Hub website, 7877 phoned 
the Regional Tech Helpdesk, and 3480 people 
were helped by a member of the Regional Tech 
Hub team in-person at an event.

In a submission to the UOMO’s Senate 
Inquiry, NFF CEO Mike Guerin said people 
will be left behind if there isn’t independent, 
plain-English help on hand.

“The Regional Tech Hub is critical to a 

Guerin said.
“In a three-month period, the hub recorded 

more than 77,500 website users driven by major 

and concerns over the Triple Zero outages.
“With technology options becoming 

increasingly complex, and with more changes 
on the horizon, independent support is more 
important than ever for rural, regional and 
remote Australians trying to stay connected.

“The Regional Tech Hub provides free, 
practical and independent advice to help 
people navigate complex connectivity decisions 
and bridge the gap between what services 
are available, and what consumers actually 
understand and know how to use.

“Connectivity gaps continue to plague 
families and businesses in the bush and the 
Regional Tech Hub plays a vital role in helping 

Each year the service has grown its reach and 
successfully supported initiatives such as the 
On Farm Connectivity Information Service. 
However, the service’s future depends on 
funding in next month’s Federal Budget.

“Farmers and regional Australians are 
anxiously awaiting news on whether the budget 

Guerin said.
“The Regional Tech Hub has been the 

helping hand to guide regional Australians 
through Triple Zero outages and the 3G network 
shutdown. 

it right, Australia becomes the gold standard for 
regional communications.

“But, past experience has shown, these things 
rarely go to plan and Australians will need the 
support of services like the Regional Tech Hub 

“The Regional Tech Hub is a vital service, 
which helps an average of 75 regional Aussies 
every single day. Our health, businesses, 
education, and ultimately, our lives, rely on 
telecommunications.

“There is no other service like it. We need 

The NFF’s submission to the UOMO Senate 
Inquiry can be found at tinyurl.com/4v5wanav

The Regional Tech Hub can be found at 
regionaltechhub.org.au

Independent inquiry finds 
Murray-Darling Basin environmental 

program failed to deliver
A MAJOR independent inquiry has found that the 
Northern Basin Toolkit, a $160 million package of 
infrastructure projects and policy reforms agreed 
to in exchange for reducing the northern basin’s 
water recovery target under the Basin Plan, has 
severely underdelivered on its environmental 
commitments, with key infrastructure projects 
falling drastically short of their original targets 
over the program’s seven years.

The inquiry was conducted by the Inspector-
General of Water Compliance (IGWC), the 
Honourable Troy Grant, under the Water Act 
2007, drawing on over 12,000 documents, 16 

The toolkit arose from the Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority (MDBA’s) 2016 Northern Basin 
Review, which reduced the northern basin’s 
water recovery target from 390 to 320 gigalitres 
per year. The 70 gigalitres that remained in 
consumptive use was agreed on the basis of 
commitments by the Australian, New South 
Wales and Queensland Governments to deliver 
environmental outcomes through complementary 
measures; commitments this inquiry found were 
not met.

“Even ardent defenders of the implementation 
of this program would have conceded that 
delivery has been slow, fragmented, and in some 

Policy measures in the toolkit largely 
succeeded. Infrastructure projects, which 
received all the dedicated funding, largely did not.

The NSW Reconnecting the Northern Basin 
project has so far delivered just 64 kilometres of 

kilometres. Despite over $37 million in committed 
funding, the Gwydir Constraints project has not 

The Bifurcation Weirs project in Queensland 
never proceeded past the feasibility stage.

The Australian Government funds basin 
programs but depends on states to deliver them, 
and that only works when incentives are aligned 
and consequences are shared. The toolkit had 
neither. The 70 gigalitre reduction was secured 
through commitments alone, not proof of 
delivery. Funding agreements carried no penalties 
for non-delivery. When projects fell short, the 
environment bore the cost.

“Allowing delivery to be quietly scaled back 

Grant said.
The inquiry makes seven recommendations to 

maximise delivery of remaining commitments 

11 lessons for future basin programs. It calls for 
accountability mechanisms that link funding 
to outcomes rather than planning milestones 
and ensuring any reductions in water recovery 
targets are matched by actual project delivery. 
These lessons are directly relevant to the current 
review of the Basin Plan.

“Complementary measures have a role to play 
in delivering positive environmental outcomes 

“However, they require excellence in design 
and implementation, which was too often missing 

The full report is available at inquiry.igwc.
gov.au

As National Cabinet meets this week, we 
need continued action to shore up supply, an 

for those facing circumstances no business could 
reasonably prepare for.

Key NFF asks
An agriculture-specific plan to secure fuel 
and fertiliser supply for farmers and fishers 
into the uncertain months ahead, including 
clear ‘trigger points’ for government-escalated 
action to safeguard food production in both the 
short and medium term. The plan must drive 
sector coordination across all jurisdictions and 
all commodities.

The government must continue to use 
regulatory tools to increase supply of fuel and 
fertiliser into regional areas, such as what we 
have seen announced recently.

The inclusion of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry industries as Essential Users under the 
Liquid Fuel Emergency Act 1984.

The government must provide targeted 
business support for farming businesses facing 

The acceleration of medium to long term 
solutions to strengthen supply chains, including 
building Australia’s sovereign capability, biofuels 
industry and a National Food Security Strategy 
that prioritises critical input supplies.
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Crossword
ACROSS
3. Leniency shown towards 

offender by a judge.
7. The wool of a sheep 

or similar animal.
8. Sitting or reclining in 

a relaxed manner.
9. Completely calm and tranquil.
10. Any animal with two feet.
14. Greek cheese made of 

goat’s or ewe’s milk.
15. Having exactly the same 

amount as another.
16. A drawing that explains 

how something works.
17. Evidence that helps 

to solve a crime.
18. A sign of something 

about to happen.
19. Large yellow root of 

a rutabaga plant.
23. Small animals or insects 

that are destructive.
24. Leave one’s own country 

to settle in another. 
25. An illegal enterprise 

carried out for profit.
26. Pause or hold back 

in uncertainty.

DOWN
1. According to what has 

been said to be true.
2. Sings and plays for 

somebody they love.

3. Have special festivities to 
mark a day or event.

4. Food ground into 
very small pieces.

5. The horny plate at the 
end of fingers and toes.

6. Exercises to promote 
control of body and mind.

11. Stick things out to 
the bitter end.

12. A political system 
governed by the people.

13. Gained an advantage 
from a situation.

20. The greatest damage of 
which one is capable.

21. All parts work together 
in harmony.

22. Fail to attend an 
event or activity.

BLUETONGUE

CHAMELEON

CROCODILE

FROG

GECKO

GOANNA

IGUANA

LIZARD

SKINK

SNAKE

TORTOISE

TURTLE

B K L F Z X U N T P Z H H B T
U F Z F I G U A N A I T D M O
R J R H M S R F D Y A J L N R
Y O E A K Z Z E L I Z A R D T
G W N T S Q N L X I M M X N O
W D D K K I U T L B K H O H I
E L I D O C O R C L J E X V S
N N D R F R O U P U L F O J E
K T E J R E E T K E A W R E C
J S P A K U P S M T Z E T C D
G Y Z A N J C A V O P A A B Y
Y E N T O N H K B N V G S R B
K S C F I C A M X G B L N K O
P X P K U J A O Q U C U S J S
N L Q A O G A M G E L E I J F

Reptiles

Word Search

Reptiles

Sudoku
Math Square

Difficulty: Very Hard

Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. 
Every row and column and every group 
of 9 boxes inside the thicker lines must 

contain each number and letter only once.

Fill in the missing numbers.
The missing values are the whole 

numbers between 1 and 9.
Each number is only used once.

Each row is a math equation.
Each column is a math equation.

Remember that multiplication and division are 
performed before addition and subtraction.

Cryptogram

A B C D E F G H I

1 6

J K L M N O P Q R

S T U V W X Y Z

16

24 20 26

E
6 7 22 16

A
1 4

10

E
6 24 24 12

A
1

S
19 4

A
1 23

E
6

S
19

Word Search - Words starting with “M”
MAGIC

MEAT

MILKSHAKE

MISTAKE

MONDAY

MONSTER

MOON

MORNING

MOTHER

MOTORCYCLE

MOUSE

MOUTH

MOVIE

MUSIC

 J H H M Y X R C T M G C P P M

 J W E F O A I Z V N O C J O I

 M A C A C G D E I A R V U E S

 T I Q Y A L S N K K E T I S T

 Y I L M U S I C O G H N N E A

 Q Z M K S M B C N M T I U P K

 N O G O S M K I M O O N G J E

 T X I L L H N Q V H M Q M P J

 A O O X Z R A K L E C G O P H

 V O D J O Y U K D S U H N W E

 Q P G M E E D O E U A A S M S

 O Z M T I D I F Q O E X T K G

 L A N M U I X N K M H G E I W

 G E W C J D Q O T P P K R U N

 W B E L C Y C R O T O M W E V

Colouring Page

Math Square

Fill in the  
missing numbers.
The missing values are the whole 
numbers between 1 and 9.  
Each number is only used once. 
Each row is a math equation. 
Each column is a math equation. 
Remember that multiplication 
and division are performed before 
addition and subtraction.

Q: What do clouds 
wear under their 
raincoats?

A: Thunderwear

Q: Why didn’t anyone 
want to sit next to the 
basketball team to eat?

A: Because they dribble too much.

Jokes

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

SOLUTIONS 
Page 12
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ANIMAL SERVICES

Taggerty
Vet Clinic
Dr Rebecca Parth

BVSc
0403 012 996

Consultations strictly
by appointment

All Animals 
Large & Small

Christopher Edwards
0405 554 915

info@chris-tv.com.au
Sec Reg: 997-462-60s

• TV & FM radio antennas 
• Extra TV wall points
• Surround sound systems
• Data points & mesh WIFI

• Starlink, VAST & Foxtel installs 
• TV brackets & wall mount TVs
• Home theatre
• CCTV security systems

Fully InsuredFully Registered

ANTENNAS

At Alexandra Service Centre we 
er a wide ran e  ervice

• Log book servicing
• General servicing
• Fleet car servicing
• Mechanical repairs
• RACV Roadside Assist
• Towing
• RACV re rchase nspec ons
• Roadworthys
• Trailer servicing
• Car ba eries
• Auto electrical repairs 
• Air condi oning

We now have several courtesy cars 
available when booking a service or repairs

C e in and ee t e tea  at
A e ter Street  Alexandra

ne   

AUTOMOTIVE

RUBBISH REMOVAL

CALL SIMON GOODMAN

0409 997 632

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

SKIP BINS
22 BON ST, ALEXANDRA

Alexandra
Builders Waste
Household Waste

6m Walk In Bins
3m Bins

LW
C

01
93

BIN HIRE

Alexandra
BRICKLAYING

CONCRETE & PAVING
No job too big or too small

Free quotes
Call Jarrod, James and Corey

0409 190 502

EM
C

00
32

BRICKLAYING

Residential and Commercial 
builders since 1999.
We are located at Eildon and 
Williamstown Victoria

We provide the following services;
• New homes 
• Extensions and renovations
• Commercial building work

We can provide the engineering & 
drafting services for your build if required. 

www.bucknerbuilt.com.au
Scott 0409 121 269
scott@bucknergroup.com.au

BUILDERS & CARPENTERS

NEW HOMES EXTENSIONS
RENOVATIONS  DECKS 

 SWIMMING POOLS

SCOTT HILL
Registered Builder

0439 730 824

RBP - DBU 47736   HIA 1169777

info@hbiconstructions.com.au
hbiconstructions.com.au

CONVEYANCING

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

• Domestic / Commercial
• Undergrounds 

• Cable Locations • Trenching
• Solar Installations & Batteries

Ph 0418 543 310
info@e-tec.net.au

www.etecelectrical.com.au Rec No 12906MM00042

ELECTRICIANS

0439 842 030

- COMMERCIAL

- SPLIT SYTEMS

- NEW INSTALLATIONS

- MAINTENANCE

- INDUSTRIAL

- UNDERGROUNDS

- NEW HOMES

- BREAKDOWNS

ELECTRICIANS

• Fabrication and folding
• Fibre optic laser cutting (up to 16mm mild steel)

• Sandblasting
• Steel and aluminium welding

• Onsite welding available
• Ute trays and canopies

10 Peterkin Place, Alexandra VIC 3714
www.huntedengineering.com.au

 (03) 5772 2132    0427 937 404
Office hours: Mon-Thurs: 8am-4:30pm. Fri: 8am-1pm.

ENGINEERING

EM
C0

09
2

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

• ROADWORKS
• DAM WORK
• HORSE ARENAS
• GRAVEL SUPPLIES
• HOUSE & SHED SITES

Burchall Earthmoving

Phone Shane 
0418 589 240

Owner operator with local knowledge
MM00128

EMC0082

Phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 951

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

Buxton Excavation
& Gravel Supplies

House and shed site cuts                         
rivewa  and road construc on 

Drainage and erosion works
Da  construc on and clean outs

egeta on ulching
Ha ardous tree re oval 

ravel ock Soil Sand su lies                        
20 Ton excavators                                                       
5 Ton excavator                                                        

uad axle oat                                                   
Ti  truck and trailer                                           

Darren 0447 198 740 
Barney 0488 016 820

---- FOR HIRE ----
   D6T dozer                    D5M dozer
   Cat 12 h/grader           Tipper 
   16T excavator              Water cart
                    Hay and Silage
Ernie Hadfield (20 years experience) 

0429 931 127

EXCAVATOR HIRE

Servicing the Murrindindi Shire
for 35 years

on site 24 hour service
Automotive glass 
Household needs 
Shower screens 

Shop fronts 

Ph Steve Heard
YOUR LOCAL GLAZIER

0427 577 839

ALEXANDRA 
WINDSCREENS

& GLASS

GLAZIERS

Rob - 0439 141 812

• Residential And Co mmercial 
       Glass Replacement
• New Wo rk
• Quality Do ub le Glazing
• Mirro rs
• Splash-Backs
• Sho wer Screens
• Pet Do o rs Into  Single And 
       Do ub le Glazed

LEGAL SERVICES
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MECHANICAL REPAIRS

MOWERS

PLANNING SERVICES

PLUMBERS

SERVICE STATIONS

TREE SERVICES

• Commercial and residential block clearing

• Deadwood and weight reduction

• 24-hour emergency call outs

• Tree and stump removal

• Pruning and shaping

• 3.6 Tonne excavator

• Insurance works

• Storm damage

oval

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

Andrew Bates: 0488 990 393
Kate Hill: 0407 555 440

FULLY
INSURED

TREE & STUMP REMOVALS
Servicing Murrindindi and Mansfield Shires

5778 9603     JASON     0413 671 066

CROSSWORD SUDOKUMATH SQUARES KIDS - MATH SQUARES

CRYPTOGRAM

LOWER THAN A SNAKES BELLY

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
4 20 3 9 7 19 22 8 5 26 15 12 18

A B C D E F G H I J K L M
1 10 17 11 6 14 25 16 21 13 23 24 2

1560 Goulburn Valley Highway, Alexandra

EM
C

01
39

Louise Brennan

Mobile 0418 414 875
Phone 5773 2298 Fax 5773 2294

LEGAL SERVICES

K
M

C
00

09

Sales, Service 
and Parts

03 5775 2711

+ Planning approvals + Subdivision
+ Masterplanning

Melbourne le andra Mans eld Mor ell

0419  006  014
nav blueplanning o au

ad in nav blueplanning o au

ANDREW WOOD
0488 559 091

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, GAS FITTING, HOT WATER SERVICES, 
SEWER, SEPTIC, HEATING & EMERGENCY SERVICE

0357721205 | www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

Supplying bulk fuels to your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your needs
with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,

greases and solvents.

24
HRS

Ampol Alexandra

Ampol Eildon

Mansfield Diesel Stop
24

HRS

Advanced 
TREE CARE

Servicing N.E. Victoria

Tree Removal Chipping Qualified 
Climbers & Arborists Fully Insured

Falling Mulching Stump Removal 
Tower Hire  Free Quotes

0449 810 683
(03) 5778 7479

Please call 
Michael on

Kellock 
thanks Pam 

Petersen
KELLOCK Lodge chair Ian 
Gibb, Life Governor John 
Sharwood, residents, and past 
and present staff members came 
together over an afternoon tea to 
celebrate Pam Petersen’s 30th 
anniversary at Kellock Lodge. 
They expressed their gratitude 
for Pam’s three decades of 
loyalty and commitment to 
Kellock Lodge.

Pam Petersen joined the 
catering team at Kellock Lodge 
on April 15, 1996. She has built 
a remarkable legacy over the last 
30 years, with her dedication 
and commitment to ensuring 
the residents receive nutritious 
meals based on their dietary 
requirements and preferences, 
supporting residents to maintain 
their health, wellbeing and 
quality of life at Kellock Lodge.

Kereth Farn (past catering team member), Lifestyle Co-ordinator Viv Gill, Pam Petersen, chair Ian 
Gibb and Life Governor John Sharwood. -S

Pam enjoying a commemorative 30th Anniversary cup cake. -S

Jayme (Pam’s daughter) with children Charlie and Jorja, with Sophie (daughter) and children 
Logan, Harvey and Hailey. -S
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Classi ed
in or a on

ce hours
Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm

Ph 5772 1002

 recep on ale andranewspapers com au

Deadline  oon onday
Proofs

ine ads proo s not supplied
Dis lay will only be supplied i  re uested

Pay ent
Payment is re uired at the me o  placing 
a classi ed adver sement  Cash or credit 

card acili es available  Master Card or Visa 
no AM  on payment prior to deadline 

may result in adver sement not appearing

Death no ces
Cannot be published without con rma on 

rom a direct amily member or uneral 
director

ehicles Deals on heels
Registra on number or V  number must be 
included in adver sement  eals on Wheels 

will run or  weeks unless cancelled

Bargains under 100
ither one item to the value o  100 or 

several items not totalling more than 100

Animals
t is an o ence to adver se the sale o  a 

dog or cat or to give away ree  unless the 
ource number and microchip iden ca on 
number o  each animal generated by the 
Pet change Register is included in the 

adver sement  

efunds or credits
Check your adver sement on its rst 

appearance  Although every care is taken 
to ensure your adver sement is correct 
errors can occur  o y us immediately 
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Notice of Rescheduled 
Annual General Meeting

Friends of the Library Alexandra & 
District Inc.

Notice is hereby given that the Annual 
General Meeting of FOL Alexandra &

District Inc., originally scheduled for April 7, 
2026, has been postponed due to

lack of quorum.
New date: Tuesday, May 12, 2026 at 6pm
Alexandra Library, Grant Street, Alexandra

New members welcome
Nomination forms for

committee positions available 
from the secretary: proctor@virtual.net.au

MEETINGS

We are HIRING
Kitchen Chef/Cook

We’re on the lookout for a Kitchen Chef/
Cook to join our team.

Join us as a School Camp Chef/Cook and 
enjoy:
• A fun, supportive team environment
• A great workplace surrounded by nature
• Fantastic Monday to Friday hours–
  weekends free.
You’ll be preparing hearty, nutritious meals 

helping create memorable camp 
experiences.

• School camp located just outside of
  Alexandra
• Consistent weekday hours
• Great team culture

required. Previous experience necessary.
If this sounds like the right opportunity, 

we’d love to hear from you!
To chat further, call us on 5772 1409 or 

email
 info@alexandraadventureresort.com.au

SITUATION VACANT

MCCOLM, Jillian Mary
14/03/1939 - 25/04/2026
Loved wife of Ken (dec).
Loved mum of Paul, 
Catherine and Alexandra. 
Loved Nan of Sarah and 
Jamie. Much loved friend 
and companion of David.
Rest in Peace.

DEATH NOTICES

GERARD (Gerry) 
O’Connor
17/08/1932 - 29/04/2010.
16 years have now passed 
since you left Yea on your 
journey to your heavenly 
home, where St Peter was 
waiting for you to arrive, 
“Come on in Gerry, we 
have been waiting for you 
to arrive”. Good night, 
God bless, sweet dreams. 
Until we meet again, our 
special love forever. Peg 
(your Maggie) and our 
lads and their families.

IN MEMORIAM

Established Mowing 
Business For Sale.
Regular ongoing clientele 
base. Equipment included: 
trailer, ride on mower, 
push mower and whipper 
snipper. Hand over with 
introductions included for 
a smooth start. Call Luke 
for a chat. 0418 522 842.

BUSINESS 
FOR SALE

Rental and Sales
Alexandra

Treadmills, X- trainers, 
exercise bikes, rowers

and more.
PH:0407 231 377

FOR HIRE

ISA BROWN LAYERS
- POL, $35 each. Phone 
5798 1868. Pick-up in 
Alexandra or Yea.
beckysfreerange@gmail.com

PETS & 
LIVESTOCK

Alexandra Cemetery 
Working Bee.
Sunday, 3rd May, 10am 
onwards. Morning tea
provided. Contact Melissa 
0408 465 148

PUBLIC NOTICES

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Call 5772 1002 now to book your ad today!

Fax: 5772 1603 or Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Alexandra Squash Club: Round 
one of term two pennant

by Kristelle Leary

Monday competition
Funnel Webs versus Orb Weavers

Redbacks versus Trapdoors

Wednesday competition

Bees versus Hornets

Winter tennis kicks off with 
pretty in pink theme

by Deb Mims
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by Sophia Weaver

The resistance at Thornton

Community and commendations

Gameday award winners Emma, Courtney and Kristy. -S The team getting some advice from Coach Tash Hay. -S

The Yea and Thornton Eildon teams taking part in an ANZAC Day service before play. -S

by Ally Crouch, Sports 
Coordinator at Alexandra 
Secondary College

Koa taking on a running part in the triathlon events. -S

Koa undertaking a cycling stage during one of her many triathlons for the event. -S

ASC student Koa Parker 
competes in triathlon 
events in Queensland

Spirit overshadows scoreboard in Anzac Day clash
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A Grade player Jaz Collett reaching for the ball. -S

P is for perfect 
weather at 

Alexandra Golf Club
by Dave Silverman

THE golf gods obviously just pressed “P” for 
perfect on their weather selection machine last 
week, and it’s sure that all those who played 
at Alexandra Golf Club were very grateful.

Twelve booked in to play last Tuesday’s 
competition, and it was good to see the name 
Ross Thompson back on the list, having been 
on the injured list for quite some time. Leo 
Dynes continued his run of good form, taking 

second spot with 35, and your humble scribe 
scraped into third spot with 31.

Steve Darmody claimed nearest the pin 
on seven, and Bill Wind took off 18, while 
nobody managed to get a second shot onto 17.

Steve and Billy also got a voucher in the 
rundown, as did John Greatorex.

Ten ladies teed it up last Wednesday in a 
four ball best ball, and the runaway winners 
were Ruth Worland and Rosemary Parker, 
with a score of 49 points. I believe that the 
tests have come back negative, so, well done, 
girls, great score. In second place, a mere 
seven points away, was the team of Sandra 
Morris and Helen Findlay.

Ruth picked up the nearest the pin on two, 
and 18 went to Barb Doyle.

Last Saturday’s round, sponsored by the 
Alexandra Motor Inn, was a four ball best 

in the perfect weather.
Bruce Flanders and John Norfolk were 

declared to be the winners, after a countback 
was needed to separate them from the second 
placed team of James Kidd and Dan Burns, as 
both scored 46 points. Brad Kidd and Jarrod 
Williamson came in third, just one point 
further back, on 45.

No-one managed to keep a tee shot on the 

and Brad claimed 18.

Monthly medal 
on Anzac Day at 
Eildon Golf Club

by Puttamatic
WELCOME back to the Eildon Golf 
Club match report. Anzac Day produced 
a glorious day for golf.

After the dawn service at Alexandra 
to commemorate the sacrifice of our 
defence force members over many years, 
covering many wars and battles to give us 
the freedom we now enjoy, to do the things 
that freedom gives us like playing golf on 
a great golf course.

The club put on a small service before 
the game to pay their respects. The genuine 
emotions and respect was fantastic and 
moving. Many thanks to the members 
who took part.

Last Saturday was the April monthly 
medal stroke round with 13 players 
competing on a great day for golf. Winners 
last week was Leith Munro with a net 71, 
runner up Rod Taylor also with 71, ball 
run winners Michael McLear 73, Marian 
Williamson 76, Colin Long 76, Grant 
Walters 77.

Nearest the pin winners, third Grant 

12th Kerry Power, 14th Ken Coller, Super 
Six winner Rod Taylor, Marian Williamson 
was the entry draw winner and Denis 
McDonald tried his luck with the swindle 
draw. Congratulations to all winners and 
the club says a huge thank you to Kaz who 
provided hotdogs for after the game, they 
went down a treat.

Next Saturday is the Smedley Memorial 
Stableford two-person four ball best 
ball competition.

Alexandra junior netballers and footballers in action
THE Alexandra junior netballers and 
footballers enjoyed another busy weekend 
of competition, with strong performances 
across both codes.

Netball
The 11 and Under, 13 and Under and 15 and 
Under netball grades all played at home, with 
Alexandra’s 11 and Under Red, 13 and Under 
Black and 15 and Under Red teams taking on 
St Mary’s.

The 11 and Under Black side faced 
Nagambie, while the 15 and Under Black 
team came up against Yea Tigers. Alexandra’s 
13 and Under Red team had the bye.

With a mixture of results across the day, 
all teams represented the club proudly, 
showing great teamwork, determination, 
and sportsmanship.

The closest contests came in the 15 and 
Under grades, where both Alexandra teams 
fought hard to record excellent victories.

Award winners: 11 and Under Red: Isabelle 
Wings, Eva Nardella Marcom; 11 and Under 
Black: Zarac Crouch, Alisha Abdullah; 13 and 
Under Black: Tess Welsh, Hailey Coghill; 15 
and Under Red: Chloe Woehl, Koa Parker; 15 
and Under Black: Tehya Vine, Ivy Miljkovic, 
Bella Twitchett.

Football
Alexandra’s Under Nine, Under 10 and 
Under 12 football teams all enjoyed the bye 
this week.

The Under 14 Rebels travelled to Euroa 
to face Tatura and returned home with an 
impressive 62-13 victory.

After a strong team performance, the award 
winners were: Reddrops FoodWorks Award: 
Will Simpson; Essence Coffee Lounge 
Award: Mitch Kidd; Kazza’s Diner Award: 
Beau Nash; Coaches Award: Javi Miljkovic.

The Under 16 Rebels faced a tough challenge 
at home against the Shepparton Swans.

The visitors proved too strong on the day, 
defeating Alexandra 177-13.

Despite the result, several Rebels continued 
to battle hard throughout the contest.

Award winners: Reddrops FoodWorks 
Award: Billy Baker; Sponsor Award: Harrison 
Christie; Kazza’s Diner Award: Fletcher 
Van Lierop; Gilligan Plumbing Award: Mav 
Burchall; Coaches Award: Lucas Crane.
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Anzac Day football and netball at Rebel Park

RSL members at the Anzac Day football match between Alexandra and Yea. -S

UNDER brilliant autumn skies on Anzac 
Day, the Alexandra Football Netball Club 

annual Hedger Ivey Cup.
A strong crowd lined the ground, creating 

netball sides proved too consistent across 
all grades, securing three wins to take out 

their home supporters.

meeting supporters, signing autographs and 
joining the post-match presentations. The 
pair also contributed an exclusive Western 

inner sanctum access and a signed guernsey, 
with proceeds to be split between the 

McLeish delivering a post-match address 

Anzac Day, as well as her ties to the Hedger 

presentation was widely regarded as a special 

Alexandra Football Netball Club President 
Kylie Cairns said the day highlighted both the 

“It was a really solid day across the club,” 
Kylie said.

particularly in the seniors and reserves.”
Kylie also acknowledged the support 

shown by those in attendance and the broader 

also made a $5000 donation to the Alexandra 
RSL, raised through contributions across the 
event. Kylie said it was important the club 
played its part in supporting the local RSL.

contribute to as a club, particularly on a day 
like this,” she said.

Following the matches, a packed clubroom 

representing Australia.

beyond the sport.”
She also acknowledged the personal 

“To hear my sister speak about her 

about our community.”
The Anzac Day round once again 

bringing people together through sport and 
shared respect.

The Alexandra Under 18 team paying their respects to the Anzacs. -S

Rebels tame Tigers
The Alexandra Rebels produced a dominant 
Anzac Day display at Rebel Park, with both 
the Seniors and Reserves recording emphatic 

the prestigious Hedger/Ivey Cup, adding 

anticipated clash.

Reserves
Alexandra 13.15-93 defeated Yea 1.6-12

that won convincingly the previous week, the 
Rebels showed no drop in intensity, pressure 
or teamwork, storming to an 81-point win.

with Alexandra producing winners across 
every line.

Cooper Phillips was outstanding on the wing, 

goals, while Scott Heveren again led the 
backline superbly with his trademark dash 
and drive.

Heveren was well supported by Rob 

Crane and Will Clarke continued their strong 

Heaslip and Kappa combined brilliantly 

several key players still to return, competition 

Seniors
Alexandra 29.9-183 defeated Yea 8.6-54

In a game remarkably similar to the previous 

the Rebels responded strongly in the second 

main break.
Ted Watkins was instrumental in keeping 

Riley Frankcombe provided a highlight with 

dashing down the wing.
Most expected the game to go right down 

Instead, Alexandra produced another 

second week in succession, the Rebels 

to run away 99-point winners.

made strong contributions.

Rebel Park, both Alexandra sides will look 

Netball results

Hotel Award to Cassie Kidd.

Hotel Award to Phoebe Kidd.


