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A STELLAR 90 YEARS: Peg O’Connor recently celebrated her 90th birthday. She is a cherished part of the Yea community and is pictured at a Yea Cruise Night earlier this year.

PHOTO: Plymouth Dale Photos

I Yea local Peg O’Connor celebrates her 90th birthday with friends and family

By BAILEY DIXON

LAST week Peg O’Connor cel-
ebrated her 90th birthday with
friends at the Grand Central Hotel
in Yea. A member of the Yea com-
munity for around 28 years, she
has been involved in the Country
Women’s Association (CWA), vol-
unteered at St Luke’s Opportunity

Built Tough: =
Built to Last.

Shop, played bowls at the Yea Bowls
Club, and been part of the Yea
dance group, making her a valuable
part of the community.

She moved to Yea from Thorn-
bury in January of 1998, with her
husband Gerry and their six sons.

“We were on a main road, and
it got too busy down there [Thorn-
bury]. We lived on a corner and

-

emergency services used to take it
as a shortcut. We had sirens, the
fire department, the police and am-
bulances 24 hours a day and we just
got a bit sick of it,” Peg said.

“When the children were small,
we used to go up to Eildon quite a
lot and take them up there and we
just loved this place. So we looked
around for a house and we found

it, and it’s lovely here.”

When Peg left school, she worked
at Myers in the hardware office as a
clerk, or typist. Then she had kids,
and “my husband wouldn't let me
go to work because he said there’s
enough to do at home.”

The youngest started high school
and she gotajob in a takeaway shop
until there was a fire next door and

the business got closed down. After
that, it was into Coles supermarket
for a job as a tea lady that was sup-
posed to last six weeks but lasted 13
years.

“After 13 years, nobody told me to
go and I was still there. I absolutely
loved it. Then I retired to come and
live up here in Yea,” Peg said.

B Continued page 11
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TEMPERATURES: Alexandra Yea
Wednesday 3-14 4-14
Thursday 5-15 5-15
Friday 6-16 6-17
Saturday 6-18 7-18
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Monday 8-19 8-19
Tuesday 10-18 10-19
RAINFALL: 7 days from 9am Monday
Alexandra 18mm
Buxton 17mm
Eildon (AWS) 24mm
Flowerdale 28mm
Jamieson 35mm
Kinglake 37Tmm
Lake Eildon 21mm
Mansfield 15mm
Taggerty 25mm
Yarck 25mm
Yea 27mm
LAKE EILDON

Height above sea level 276.24m
Capacity as at 9am Sunday  57.2%
Metres below full supply 12.66m
Daily inflow 8,000ML
Release 130ML
Eildon Pondage 76%
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DAFFODIL DAY: Rebecca, Shirley, Phillip, Emily, Rupert and Ange (Bernie absent) selling daffodils outside The Dame on Daffodil Day,
Friday, August 21. The event raises funds for Cancer Council. The team were selling cut daffodils, potted daffodils, potted snowdrops and
pens. The potted daffodils and snowdrops were grown by Menzies Support Services clients as part of the horticulture program.

The sad closure of

a local business

YEA Brand Dairy has sadly
closed down. It has been a part
of Murrindindi Shire’s food sto-
ry for more than two decades.

Andrew Kirk advised that the
closure was the result of the sad
passing of his brother Matt Kirk
who was the managing director
of the company.

Andrew advised that creditors
will be paid and that the com-
pany may be sold.

Murrindindi Food and Wine
Inc said, “First and foremost, we
extend our sincere condolences
to the Kirk family following the
sudden passing of Matt.

“Our thoughts are with An-
drew, Steve and the entire Kirk
family and the team at Kirk’s
foods at what is an incredibly
difficult time.

“We also want to acknowledge

two remarkable local cheese-
makers, Dave and Kell.

“For 23 years, Dave and Kell
quietly went about producing
exceptional dairy products in
Yea, building a reputation for
quality amongst chefs, retailers
and home cooks well beyond
our region.

“Over those years their crafts-
manship was recognised with an
extraordinary number of awards
and medals right through to the
recent Gold Medal for Yea Brand
Creme Fraiche and Silver Med-
als for their Mascarpone, Vin-
tage Cheddar and Mature Club
Cheddar.

“Those awards tell only part
of the story.

“Behind every medal were
years of knowledge, skill, early
mornings, consistency, persis-

tence and an absolute commit-
ment to making the best product
possible.

“The closure of Yea Brand
Dairy is a genuine loss for Mur-
rindindi’s food, wine and bever-
age community.

“Dave and Kell, you should be
enormously proud of what you
achieved over those 23 years,
building on Ross and Jane’s ef-
forts.

“The doors may have closed,
but the awards, the craftsman-
ship, the products people loved
and your contribution to our re-
gion’s food story remain.

“From all of us at Murrindindi
Food and Wine Inc., thank you
for the sensational product, the
support you gave this group and
hugs to you all at this very diffi-
cult time.”

Bird flu
detected near
Yarra Glen

THE Victorian Department
of Agriculture has released a
map showing the approximate
location of reported sick or
dead wild birds and wildlife,
including wild mammals.

The detection occurred
on or after August 14 in the
postcode 3775, which includes
Yarra Glen. The website
states, “a detection of HPAI is
defined as a positive test for
high pathogenicity H5 or H7
subtype of Avian influenza.”

It was found in the sub-group
“Gulls, terns and noddies.”

The only other inland
locations are in postcodes
3109 and 3340, in the same
subgroup.

Fifteen other postcodes
areas on the coast have also
been impacted, to the south
and west of the state.

As of Friday, August 21, there
had been 21 cases in Victoria.

RIVER HEIGHTS FOR THE GOULBURN CATCHMENT

Station Name TIME HEIGHT TENDENCY FLOOD CLASS
Goulburn R at Lake Eildon (TW) 8.00AM Mon 0.65 steady below flood level
Rubicon River at Rubicon 8.00AM Mon 0.74 steady
Acheron River at Taggerty 8.00AM Mon 1.18 steady below flood level
Home Creek at Yarck 7.27AM Mon 0.48 steady
Yea River at Devlins Bridge 5.40AM Mon 0.76 steady below flood level
Yea R at Old Killingworth Rd 8.00AM Mon 1.83 steady
Goulburn River at Ghin Ghin 8.00AM Mon 3.78 steady
King Parrot Creek at Flowerdale 8.00AM Mon 0.80 steady below flood level
Goulburn River at Trawool 8.00AM Mon 1.61 steady below flood level
Sunday Creek at Tallarook 8.00AM Mon 0.45 steady below flood level
Goulburn River at Seymour 8.00AM Mon N/A steady below flood level
Whiteheads Creek at Seymour 8.00AM Mon 1.47 steady

*ISSUED AT 8.39 AM AEDT MONDAY 24 AUGUST 2026
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AusNet charged over alleged low-
hanging transmission line risks

AUSNET Transmission Group
(AusNet) is facing 22 charges over
allegations it failed to manage
known safety risks associated with
low-hanging transmission lines
across 18 locations in Melbourne
and regional Victoria. One location,
Glenburn, is in Murrindindi Shire.

Glenburn was the location of a
fire on a farm property on January
7, 2025. An Energy Safe Victoria
spokesperson said following their
investigation into the fire, “The
grass fire at Glenburn on January 7,
2025 appears to have been caused
when transmission lines induced a
hazardous voltage on a nearby de-
activated electric farm fence.”

Ausnet has advised that the Glen-

burn location identified in the
charges is on the same transmis-
sion line as the location of the Janu-
ary 2025 fire, but it is not the same
span. A transmission line extends
across multiple towers, with each
span referring to the individual
section of line between two towers.
The low clearance span relevant to
these charges is located elsewhere
along the transmission line.

In the upcoming court action,
Energy Safe Victoria has accused
AusNet of failing to notify affected
landholders about low-clearance
transmission lines on their prop-
erties and how to operate safely
around them, despite allegedly be-
ing aware of the spans for up to 18

months before taking action.

The alleged conduct is a breach
of AusNet’s general duty under
the Electricity Safety Act 1998 to
minimise, as far as practicable, the
safety risks created by its electricity
network.

The charges relate to 21 spans
that AusNet identified as potential-
ly having serious clearance issues
in early 2023. Of the 22 charges, 21
allege AusNet failed to notify af-
fected landowners and occupiers
about these spans, while one alleg-
es it failed to maintain an adequate
system for recording those notifica-
tions.

Energy Safe launched an investi-
gation in March 2022 after commu-

nity members reported concerns
about low-hanging transmission
lines on their properties.

Transmission lines are uninsu-
lated and carry electricity at very
high voltages. Electricity can arc to
equipment that contacts, or comes
too close to, a transmission line,
potentially causing serious or fatal
injuries.

The lines relevant to this pros-
ecution are older assets designed
and constructed under different
standards than apply to new trans-
mission lines today.

Legacy lines are not automatical-
ly required to be raised to current
design standards, but electricity
companies must identify and ap-

propriately manage the safety risks
associated with them.

Making affected landholders
aware of low-clearance transmis-
sion lines is a simple but impor-
tant safety measure, giving people
the information they need to avoid
potentially dangerous activities or
take appropriate precautions when
operating large machinery or un-
dertaking other activities nearby.

At the time of the alleged of-
fending, a breach of general duties
charge carried a maximum penalty
of $288,465 for a corporation under
the Electricity Safety Act 1998.

The matter is listed for a first
mention at the Melbourne Magis-
trates’ Court on November 19, 2026.

MENTAL HEALTH
SUPPORT: Warren
Davies, The
Unbreakable Farmer,
speaking at the Just a
Farmer movie screening
last year to promote
farmer mental health.
PHOTO: Bailey Dixon

THE finalists for The Weekly
Times’s Bush Champions awards
were announced last Wednesday,
with 30 rural and regional
Australians in the running to be

(Wednesday, August 26).

Warren Davies, The Unbreakable
Farmer, was a finalist for this year’s
awards for his mental health work
and community outreach. Though
he is from Kyabram, Warren has
spent many hours travelling around

post-bushfires, including alongside
the Murrindindi Mobile Health
Van and as guest speaker at various
events.

named overall Bush Champion today

Murrindindi Shire providing support

The Weekly Times said about him,

“erowing up in Melbourne, Warren
Davies chased his dream to buy a
dairy farm by age 22. However, the
devastating Millenium Drought

wiped out his livelihood, forcing him

off his land and pushing him into a
deep personal crisis.

“Turning his darkest days into
a mission, Warren founded The
Unbreakable Farmer to address
mental health across regional
Australia. Today, he travels to

communities impacted by bushfires,

floods, and droughts - from the
Queensland outback to remote
townships - sharing his lived
experience, breaking down stigma,

/
|
.

UNBREAKABLE FARMER NAMED BUSH CHAMPIONS FINALIST

and equipping farmers with mental
health tools and support networks.

“Facing a rural suicide rate 40 per
cent higher than in major cities,
Warren’s outreach reminds isolated
primary producers that they are
never alone,” The Weekly Times
said.

Warren spoke about the work he
has been doing to help Murrindindi
Shire recover post-Longwood
bushfire.

“With the fires impacting the
area, I've been on the ground
since the first couple of days of the
fires and circulating all through
the community, checking up on
people, making sure that they're

doing okay, running events and
making sure I'm dropping into
the community hubs and staying
connected with the people that
have been running there and just
offering support to those that are
struggling a little bit with their
mental health,” he said.

Being a finalist for the Bush
Champions award means a lot to
him, but the mental health support
he provides is the key takeaway.

“Recognition is good, but that’s not
the reason why I do what I do. I do it
more for the community and for the
people that I get to work with more,
but it’s still great to be recognised,”
Warren said.

Mobile, mobile internet and NBN outage

MOBILE calls, mobile internet and
NBN suffered an outage in the Marys-
ville, Eildon, Taylor Bay, Narbethong
and Buxton areas from about 10.50am
on Tuesday to 1.30am on Wednesday.
The same occurred on Friday, August
21 from 4.10pm to the early hours of
the morning.

When asked about the cause of the

outage, a Telstra spokesperson re-
plied, “Third-party works damaged
a fibre optic cable in Wattle Street
in Alexandra, which interrupted
some mobile and nbn services in the
area.”

It's understood that both outages
were caused in the same location.

“Our crews worked through the

night to locate, excavate and repair
the damaged cable, with all affected
services now restored and operating
as normal.

“We know how important it is for
people to stay connected and thank
the community for their patience
while repairs were carried out.

“This incident is also a reminder

of the importance of checking for
underground infrastructure before
starting excavation works, including
contacting Before You Dig.

“Any customers with ongoing
concerns are encouraged to get in
touch with us so we can work with
them one-on-one,” the spokesper-
son said.

All Fired
Up
grant
program

BLAZE Aid Australia
are running their
All Fired Up grant
program, with a 50
per cent co-payment
to help eligible
farmers improve
the safety, reliability
and effectiveness
of their existing
private firefighting
equipment.

The co-payment
grant covers 50 per
cent of approved costs
for repairs, servicing
and upgrades such as
pumps, baffled water
tanks, hoses, nozzles,
UHF equipment,
protective clothing and
first aid kits.

Eligible costs
covered under the
program may include:
Slip-on and skid-
mounted firefighting
units; firefighting
trailers; baffled water
tanks; firefighting
pumps and engines;
hose reels, hoses,
nozzles and fittings.

The program
supports farmers who
are investing in their
own fire preparedness
and are ready to assist
their neighbours and
wider community
when needed.

In addition to private
firefighting unit
upgrades, Blaze Aid is
seeking to expand the
All Fired Up initiative
to provide air/water
fire extinguishers
for community
members, helping
users of country roads,
households and small
landholders be better
prepared this fire
season.

Applications for the
grant program open at
9am on September 1,
2026, and close at 5Spm
on September 30, 2026.



Page 4 - THE STANDARD / CHRONICLE, Wednesday 26 August 2026

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

THUMBS UP

To my neighbour and the
Alexandra and Yea police for
thinking of me when my neighbour
noticed my car door was open.
The police notified me and made
sure | was okay. A very big thank
you to all.

THUMBS UP

Well done to Ken and Neil for
raising $340.40 for daffodil day at
Eildon .

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down is a
reader’s contribution section of
Alexandra Newspapers. Send your
Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down to
editorial@alexandranewspapers.
com.au

Contributions will be edited and/or
published at the Editor’s discretion.
We request that this section not be
used as a slander attack on persons,
businesses or property

LOCAL RADIO FREQUENCY

COMMUNITY DIARY

* UGFM 106.9 Alexandra / Lake Eildon

* UGFM 98.5 Marysville / Lake Mountain
o UGFM 88.9 Yea / Highlands

* UGFM 98.9 Flowerdale / Hazeldene

* UGFM 94.5 Kinglake Ranges

COMMUNITY GROUPS
WEEKLY

* Tue Women’s Walk @ 7am @Embassy of Ideas
o Wed Oasis Church, free coffee connection
Ph 0408 123 581
o Thu Town Club, RSL Hall, 6-8pm.
Ph 5797 2179
 Fri Man Walk @ 7am meet at RSL Hall
© Fri Communitea 10am-12pm @ Embassy of Ideas
PH 0422 225 801
© Sun Alex & Dist Dog Obedience, training.
Ph 0456 583 611
© Sun ALANON meeting; 5.30pm St Johns Hall.
Ph 0402 428 086
© Sun AA meeting; 7pm St Johns Hall.
Ph 1300 22 22 22.

MONTHLY

o 1st Mon

St Luke’s Seniors, St Lukes Hall, Ph Jenny 0407 972 099
o 1st Wed

Alexandra Lions dinner meet, Corner Hotel 0427 595 318
o 1st Thu

Yea Hospital/Rosebank Aux 2pm. Ph 5797 3057
o 1st Sun

Crop/Produce swap 10.30am--noon @ Embassy of Ideas
* 2nd Tue

Alexandra District Garden Society Meeting Ph 5772 2285
© 2nd Wed

Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
* 2nd Wed

Murrindindi Men 6-8pm@ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
o 2nd Thu

Yea Garden Club Yea RSL Hall 1.30pm Ph 0439 870 315
* 2nd Sat

Alex Repair Café 1-3pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
© 3rd Wed

Alex Lions business meeting, rear RSL hall 0427 595 318
© 3rd Thu

Alexandra Ladies Probus 10am RSL Ph 0428 976 252
© 3rd Thu

Community Potluck dinner 6-8pm @ Embassy of Ideas
© 3rd Sun

Alexandra RSL Ph 0409 950 913
o 4th Wed

Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
o 4th Thu

Alexandra Redgate CWA Meeting 1pm, Ph 0402 804 517
o 4th Thu

Yea CWA Yea RSL Hall, 1.30pm Ph 0400 424 888
o Last Fri

Yea-Kinglake RSL, 11.30am RSL Hall, Ph 0409 819 040

Contact Alexandra Standard and Yea Chronicle
to add your event on 5772 1002 or
email reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au.

For a $10 annual fee for one line, your club or organisation’s
regular meeting dates will be listed each week. Not only is this a
reminder to your regular members but also a good source of
what groups are available in the community,
when they meet and a contact phone number.

alexandranewspapers.com.au

Funding boost for Murrindindi
and Strathbogie LGAs

THE Australian and Victorian
Governments have announced
additional funding to support
communities recovering from
the January 2026 bushfires.

A total of $1.15 million will be
shared between the Murrindindi
and Strathbogie Shire Councils to
boost their Community Recovery
Officer (CRO) and Recovery Hub
programs until June 2028.

This is part of the $15 million
joint investment through the
Commonwealth-State = Disaster
Recovery Funding Arrange-
ments, supporting CROs and Re-
covery Hubs across 15 councils,
announced in January.

It’s understood that a determi-
nation has recently been made
to allocate the additional shared
$1.15m to the Murrindindi and
Strathbogie Local Government
Areas (LGAs) to assist the most
impacted localities.

Community Recovery Offic-
ers work directly with councils
to identify local needs, deliver
tailored recovery programs and

connect residents with the sup-
port they need.

Recovery Hubs provide a local
one-stop shop for information,
advice, trauma-informed sup-
port and recovery programs. It
is based on a simple principle:
local communities know their
recovery needs best.

The funding is aimed at em-
powering councils to design and
deliver the support that matters
most to them.

More than $420 million in
bushfire recovery support has
been jointly funded through the
DRFA to support bushfire-affect-
ed Victorians.

Anyone needing assistance is
encouraged to contact the Emer-
gency Recovery Hotline on 1800
560 760 to be connected with the
support they need.

Federal Minister for Emergen-
cy Management Kristy McBain
said, “We know recovery can be
a long and difficult journey, and
this funding is about making it
easier for people to get the help

they need, when and where they
need it.

“The Australian Government
will continue to stand with com-
munities in Murrindindi, Strath-
bogie and across Victoria as they
rebuild, recover and prepare for
the future.”

Victorian Minister for Emer-
gency Services Paul Edbrooke
added, “Recovery works best
when led by locals and informed
by community. That’s why we’re
uplifting local councils to best
support recovery in their own
communities.

“We’ll  continue  standing
alongside bushfire-affected Vic-
torians, backing them with the
support they need every step of

the way.”

Murrindindi Shire Council
was asked for comment on the
announcement. They stated,

“Council welcomes this addition-
al funding and the recognition
that recovery remains a long-
term challenge for bushfire-af-
fected communities.

COMMITTEE: Rural Australians for Refugees Alexandra c

ommittee with Gillian Triggs.

Gillian Triggs visits Alexandra

GILLIAN Triggs, former Unit-
ed Nations assistant Secretary
General for Migration and Chair
of the Australian Human Rights
Commission held an audience
of 60 spellbound in Alexandra
last Saturday as she outlined the
events of the MV Tampa affair,
and the subsequent effects on
Australian democracy.

Ms Triggs said that since
Australia is one of the very few
countries that do not have a Hu-
man Rights Act, the effect of
the hysteria surrounding the
Tampa Affair was to greatly ex-
pand the power of the executive
government at the expense of
the courts, especially now, as
our migration act gives almost
unlimited power to the Minister
for Home Affairs. This made it
difficult to protect the rights of
anyone, but especially refugees.

Australia’s seeming cruelty
to asylum seekers stands out
even more when compared
with the 3.4 million refugees
which have been hosted by
Iran, and that 80 to 85 per cent
of asylum seekers to Australia
(apart from those who arrived
by plane, and visa overstayers)
were found to be in need of
protection.

Ms Triggs emphasised the
role of community groups in
Australia like Rural Austral-
ians for Refugees, Community
Resettlement Australia and
Talent Beyond Boundaries as
providing the way forward
for a successful settlement
an integration of newcomers
into the Australian commu-
nity. This community focus
becomes the basis for the in-
tegration of refugees into the

community, and for a cohesive
society.

Murrindindi  Shire Mayor,
Cr Damien Gallagher said, “It
was a pleasure to welcome Gil-
lian Triggs AC for an afternoon
of conversation. As a Refugee
Welcome Zone, it’s important
for us to reflect upon the huge
role that refugees and migrants
play in the rural and regional
economy.”

“A key message was that hu-
manitarian work the world over
starts locally, and it’s no differ-
ent here in Murrindindi where
Rural Australians for Refugees
works locally on awareness and
fundraising to bring benefits
to asylum seekers globally,” Cr
Gallagher said.

Ms Triggs’ visit was sponsored
by Rural Australians for Refu-
gees Alexandra.

“Murrindindi experienced
around 48 per cent of Victoria’s
structural losses from the Janu-
ary bushfires and remains one of
the state’s most significantly im-
pacted municipalities.

“This funding will help sup-
port ongoing recovery efforts,
but the reality is that many indi-
viduals, families, businesses and
communities continue to need
support, and the recovery task
remains substantial.

“As the coordinating recovery
agency, council has a critical role
in connecting communities with
services, delivering recovery
programs and helping commu-
nities navigate the years ahead.
Further government funding will
be essential to ensure the scale
of support matches the scale of
impact experienced across Mur-
rindindi.

“Recovery is a marathon, not
a sprint. While this funding is
welcome, there is still a long way
to go for many of our communi-
ties.”

Health
professionals
gain payrise

THE Victorian Government has
reached a pay agreement with
members of the Health Services
Union Victoria No. 4.

The agreement includes a 28
per cent pay rise over three and
a half years, a one-off payment
of $1500, $3500 per worker each
year for professional development,
better classification structures and
clearer career progression, five
days of paid reproductive health
leave each year, and a range of
other improved conditions.

The agreement covers medical
scientists, hospital pharmacists,
psychologists, dietitians, medical
physicists, genetic counsellors,
perfusionists and audiologists.

Minister for Health Ingrid Stitt
said, “We’re proud to deliver our
workforce better pay and im-
proved conditions. It is what they
deserve. This deal is a win for all
Victorians who rely on their exper-
tise and dedication every day.”

HSU Victoria No. 4 Branch Sec-
retary Conor Serong said the result
reflected the scale of the campaign
members had run over the past 18
months.

“Our members have been reso-
lute in demanding a fair deal that
respects the value of their work,”
he said.

“The scale of our industrial ac-
tion campaign has been unprec-
edented, and this historic outcome
reflects that.

“This is a huge victory, not only
for health professionals, but every
Victorian accessing the world-class
healthcare our members provide.

“While these negotiations
should not have taken 18 months,
Premier Ben Carroll and Health
Minister Ingrid Stitt moved quickly
to make us a new offer once they
were in their new roles.

“With a meaningful pay rise and
significant improvements to career
progression, our members were
finally presented with an offer that
respects their work.”
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Extensive list of charges

# Narbethong man appears in court on multiple charges

A NARBETHONG man appeared
at the Ringwood Magistrates Court
on August 12. The list of charges
facing the man is extensive.

He is accused of driving a motor
vehicle on Old Gippsland Road in
Lilydale on February 14, 2024, dur-
ing a period of disqualification.

Between November 16 and 19,
2025, the man is accused of stealing
a John Deere tractor at Buxton, val-
ued at $36,000.

On January 22, at Narbethong,
the man is accused of dishonestly
undertaking in the retention of
goods, knowing the goods to be sto-
len goods.

These items include: A Bent-
ley 12 gauge shotgun, GME radio,

scuba equipment, boxing gloves,
John Deere tractor, a Cigweld and
argon gas tank, a Stihl blower, a Sti-
hl whipper snipper, an Adventurer
branded freezer, a Powerblade
branded auger with associated at-
tachments, a Davey branded water
pump, a machete, a Fiskars brand-
ed axe, a Fat Max toolbox, a Cora
Lee Ponies bag containing horse
equipment, a black shopping bag
containing party food and supplies,
a set of Jabra branded headphones,
a grey and black clip case contain-
ing jewelry and collectible coins,
a navigational compass, a stealth
camo trail camera, a Cig Mig weld-

er 160 quickset, a portable fuel tank
and a Kawasaki GA2300a generator.

In addition, the man, being a
non-prohibited person, is accused
of possession of a registered Cat-
egory A long arm without being a
holder of a licence issued under
parttwo of the Firearms Act and is
accused of possessing a prohibit-
ed weapon without an exemption
under section 8B or an approval
under section 8C of the Control of
Weapons Act 1990, namely a ma-
chete. He is also accused of pos-
sessing cartridge ammunition
while not being the holder of a li-
cence under the Firearms Act 1996

or a permit under section 58A.

He is also accused of possessing
drugs of dependence, namely Ri-
talin 40mg, Vyvance Lisdexamfeta-
mine Dimesylate 50mg, and methyl
amphetamine.

In further charges relating to
May 2, at Narbethong, the man is
accused of dishonestly undertaking
in the retention of goods, knowing
the goods to be stolen goods.

These items include: An Adven-
tureridge LED camping light, Beats
branded earbuds and case, a Pow-
ertech inverter, a Cigweld gas cut-
ting and welding kit, Ironman winch
extension, 100 piece tap and die kit,

Stanley socket set, gray case with
wire brushes, Stackon first aid Kkit,
plastic tub containing 12v auto elec-
tric accessories, Dewart combina-
tion laser and tripod, CPI cubic laser,
Makita drop saw, Safiery 300w solar
panel in black case, various tools in
grey tub, AEG sander and jigsaw,
Makita 40v blower, Makita circular
saw, Makita rotary hammer, Makita
brushless saw, Makita impact driver,
Makita angle grinder, Milwaukee six
pack charger, Milwaukee cable cut-
ter, Milwaukee hex impact driver
M12 BID, Milwaukee hammer drill,
Milwaukee batteries (2), blue dry
box (2) containing camping equip-
ment, laser level staff and a concrete
screed.

Beef production breaking records in
2025-26 while lamb and mutton slows

AUSTRALIA'S beef industry
has delivered a record financial
year (FY) for FY2025-26, with
beef production reaching
2.985 million tonnes and cattle
slaughter recording its highest
financial-year total since 1978.

The latest livestock processing
data from the Australian Bureau
of Statistics (ABS) shows nearly
9.6 million cattle were processed
during FY2025-26, up 8.1 per
cent year-on-year, while beef
production increased 8.6 per
cent to a record 2.985 million
tonnes.

Meat and Livestock
Australia’s (MLA) Senior Market
Information Analyst, Emiliano
Diaz said the figures highlight
the strength of Australia’s cattle
supply and processing sector.

“Favourable seasonal
conditions over recent years
expanded the national herd
and supported elevated cattle
availability, driving historically
high processing volumes across
the country,” Mr Diaz said.

“While the record result
was primarily driven by
strong supply conditions, the
industry achieved it against
a backdrop of increasingly
challenging global trading
conditions towards the end of
the financial year.

“Demand for Australian red
meat remained resilient overall,
highlighting the sector’s ability
to adapt and compete in a more
volatile global environment.”

Beef

The record financial year
was capped by an exceptionally
strong June quarter, with beef
production reaching a new
quarterly record of 780,620
tonnes.

New South Wales, Victoria
and Queensland each recorded
their highest quarterly
beef production on record,

BREAKING RECORDS: Almost 9.6 mi
per cent from last financial year.

highlighting the widespread
strength of cattle supply and
processing activity across
Australia’s major producing
regions.

Beef production also
strengthened in the June
quarter as exporters accelerated
shipments ahead of safeguard
thresholds being reached in
China and Korea.

Typical seasonal patterns
emerged during the June
quarter, with increased
slaughter numbers resulting in
slightly lower carcase weights
than the March quarter, while
the female slaughter rate lifted
as expected.

“The strength of the June
quarter reflects both the
depth of cattle supply and the
processing sector’s ability to
efficiently handle elevated
throughput across Australia’s key
cattle-producing states,” Mr Diaz
said.

WE’
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llion cattle were processed during the 2025-26 financial year, up 8.1
PHOTO: Bailey Dixon

Lamb

Lamb slaughter continued
to contract during FY2025-26,
however production declined at
a slower rate as heavier animals
drove record carcase weights.

Lamb slaughter totalled
22.075 million head, down 15.3
per cent year-on-year, while
lamb production declined 11.2
per cent to 554,658 tonnes.
Despite the reduction, FY2025-
26 remained the fourth-largest
lamb production year on record.

The June quarter saw lamb
slaughter fall 21.6 per cent year-
on-year to 5.286 million head,
while production declined 15.7
per cent to 140,995 tonnes. The
national lamb carcase weight
reached a record 26.7kg per
head during the quarter.

“The lamb sector is producing
fewer animals than a year ago,
but record carcase weights have
helped offset some of the decline in
slaughter numbers,” Mr Diaz said.

alexandranewspapers.com.au

Mutton

Sheep supply contracted
sharply throughout FY2025-

26, driving the lowest annual
mutton production and sheep
slaughter levels since FY2022.

Annual sheep slaughter fell
31.5 per cent to 8.045 million
head, while mutton production
declined 28.8 per cent to 209,865
tonnes.

The June quarter recorded
the lowest sheep slaughter and
mutton production levels since
June 2021, with sheep slaughter
falling 46.9 per cent year-on-
year to 1.334 million head and
mutton production declining
43.1 per cent to 34,205 tonnes.

“The sheep industry is moving
through a markedly different
phase of the production cycle,
with lower turn-off reflecting
tighter sheep availability
following the elevated
processing levels of recent
years,” Mr Diaz said.

Kinglake by-election
set for December

ELECTORAL Commissioner Sven Bluem-
mel is asking residents and ratepayers in
Murrindindi Shire Council, Kinglake Ward to
be ready to have their say in the by-election
scheduled for December, following the
resignation of Councillor Jodi Adams. The
by-election will be held by post.

‘You must be correctly enrolled by the
close of roll, which is 4 pm on Wednesday,
September 23. As this is a postal election, it’s
important to check your address details are
correct. This includes any alternative postal
address, Mr Bluemmel said.

“If you’re an Australian citizen living in
Kinglake Ward and you’ve recently turned
18 or moved, you can enrol or update your
details online at vec.vic.gov.au/enrolment”

Ratepayers in Kinglake Ward can apply
to the council to enrol by calling 5772 0333.
As long as they don’t have another voting
entitlement in Murrindindi Shire Council and
pay rates, property owners or occupiers and
corporations can apply to be enrolled, even if
they are not a citizen.

Owner-ratepayers occupier-ratepayers, or a
director or company secretary of a corpora-
tion of a property who were automatically
enrolled in Kinglake Ward for the 2024 gen-
eral election for Murrindindi Shire Council will
continue to be enrolled for the by-election,
unless their circumstances have changed.
Council-enrolled voters can check their enrol-
ment by calling the council on 5772 0333.

“Voting in local council elections is com-
pulsory if you are enrolled. We encourage
ratepayers who are eligible to apply to vote to
participate in their democracy,” Mr Bluemmel
said.

“Your local council makes important deci-
sions about your community services and
businesses, so it’s important to have your say
by voting in this by-election.”

Around 1804 Victorians are enrolled in
Kinglake Ward, which includes Kinglake,
Kinglake Central, Castella and Toolangi and
surrounds.

ALEXANDRA

DISTRICT HEALTH

HEALTH

Murrindindi Foodshare

Thursday 3/9/2026 9am - 12pm
88a Grant St - access via Bayley St
carpark

Alexandra Pharmacy
Thursday 10/9/2026 10am - 12pm
101 Grant St, Alexandra

Free health checks on-site
no appointments necessary

alexandra m

communily phammacy

ey




Page 6 - THE STANDARD / CHRONICLE, Wednesday 26 August 2026

Government launches new campaign
to save people from dodgy cars

CHURCH SERVICES
- ALEXANDRA

ANGLICAN

St Johns Alexandra

9am Eucharist each Sunday
Children welcome.

Rev Mario Hendricks -
Rectory 0435953 777

CATHOLIC

Immaculate Conception Parish
Parish Administrator Fr Jose Mathew.
Presbytery 0468 810 871

St Matthews Eildon, Saturday 4.30pm
Alexandra, Sunday 8.45am

Sacred Heart Yea, Sunday 10.45am

UNITING CHURCH In Australia

St Andrews, Downey Street,
Alexandra

Worshipping, Welcoming

Sharing the transforming love of
Jesus. Services 10am each Sunday
Contact 5772 2362

OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
Loving God, Loving People,
Loving Life

118 Grant Street, Alexandra
0408 123 581

Meeting every Sunday @ 10am

MOUNT CATHEDRAL
COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
37 Grant Street , Alexandra
Pastor Daniel Kriss

Services 10am every Sunday
Phone 0400 282 536
mccbc.com.au

THE VINE

A Christian community part of the Baptist

Union of Victoria
Sunday 4.30pm service
Kids program during school term

Meets at St Andrew's, 37 Downey Street,

Alexandra
Contact - 0438 642 559

CHURCH SERVICES
-YEA

ST PETER’S MEMORIAL

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Cnr Bald Spur/Whittlesea Kinglake Rds,
Sunday Services, 8.30am Communion.
Minister: Rev. Ruwan Palapathwala
0458 113 099

ST LUKE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
OF YEA
Sunday Service time 11am

Prayerful Reflection - held each Tuesday,

10amto 11am - all welcome
Father Mario Hendricks
Ph: 0435953 777

CATHOLIC PARISHES

OF ALEXANDRA AND YEA

Parish Priest, Father Jose Mathew
0459 402 547

St Matthews Eildon, Saturday 4.30pm
Immaculate Conception Parish
Alexandra, Sunday 8.45am

Sacred Heart Yea, Sunday 10.45am

CATHOLIC PARISH

OF KINGLAKE

Fr Martin Ashe, Parish Priest

Ph 9717 6482

St Mary’s Kinglake: Sunday 8.30am

SCOTS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
YEA

Station Street Yea

Sunday Service 10.30am

Colin Whiteway

Ph 0457 340 525

UNITING CHURCH

1st and 3rd Sundays 9am, 1050 Main Road,

Kinglake West. 9716 2330

alexandranewspapers.com.au

THE Victorian Government
has launched a new campaign to
protect Victorians buying used
cars.

The new ‘Don’t Buy a
Regret’ campaign launched
last week to raise awareness of
motorists’ rights when buying a
used car. The Consumer Affairs
Victoria advertising campaign
will appear on social media as
well as cinemas in Victoria.

More than two thirds of young
Victorians have bought a used car,
and many Victorians are unaware
of what to check before they buy,
or what to do if something goes
wrong after the sale.

More than half of all used
car sales are made through
private sellers and private
purchasers often have no access
to protections such as a statutory
warranty that may apply when
buying from a motor car trader.

The education campaign
provides practical advice to help
consumers understand their

Fi o

rights when navigating the used
car market.

Consumer Affairs Research
released earlier in the year
found nearly a third of sampled
used cars were advertised online
with odometers wound back by
at least 25,000 kilometres.

The state government
currently has new laws before

DON’T BUY A REGRET: New campaign launched by government to educate
people about the dangers of buying used cars.

PHOTO: Bailey Dixon

the Victorian Parliament
to strengthen consumer
protections against unlicensed
trading and modernise the
regulatory framework for motor
car trading across the state.
These laws will make it
easier to investigate, fine and
prosecute odometer tampering,
with traders required to check

the odometer before sale.

Minister for Consumer Affairs
Tim Richardson said, “Buying a
used car is a big purchase; get
it wrong and you're left out of
pocket with an unreliable car,
and no help from the seller.

“We want Victorians to
understand their rights so they
don’t get taken for a ride. More
Victorians are shopping for
cars online, and our laws will
make sure dodgy operators have
nowhere to hide.”

The reforms also create
a single point of contact for
Victorians who've been ripped
off, tighten the rules on auction
houses and strengthen the safety
net for buyers left out of pocket.

Consumer Affairs Victoria
will also conduct targeted
compliance action as part of
a statewide crackdown on
unlicensed motor car trading.

For more information on the
campaign visit consumer.vic.gov.
au/buying-a-used-car

T o et
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BRIDGE MENTIONED IN PARLIAMENT: The fire-damaged Fawcett bridge.

Fawcett bridge mentioned
in Federation Chamber

MEMBER for Indi Helen
Haines spoke in Federation
Chamber, on August 19, about
the need for betterment funding
for local infrastructure, particu-
larly mentioning the bridge at
Fawcett which was burnt during
the Longwood fire.

She said, “When a natural dis-
aster damages essential infra-
structure, we should be able to
fix it properly.

“In Fawcett, a small town in
my electorate of Indi, residents
are still recovering from the
devastating January bushfires.
Their old timber bridge has been
closed since the fires, and last
week flooding cut access to the
temporary causeway.

“This bridge was built prior
to modern heavy vehicles and
needs to be completely rebuilt.
The Victorian government,
however, is insisting that Mur-
rindindi shire submit designs to

rebuild the bridge like for like,
but no engineers engaged by the
shire will sign off on a repair job,
rightly insisting on a full rebuild
to modern standards that will be
resilient to the next inevitable
fire or flood.

“The result is a stalemate with
the Fawcett community, the ones
who miss out. I want to acknowl-
edge Sam Hicks from the Fawcett
Hall for her passionate and pow-
erful advocacy on this issue.

“This is a clear example of
bureaucracy getting in the way
of common sense and holding
back recovery, and that’s why I
want to talk about betterment
funding. The disaster recovery
funding arrangements ensure
we can replace critical infra-
structure after a disaster, but
the current framework makes
it too hard to rebuild that in-
frastructure so it’s better pro-
tected against the next disaster,

even though doing so makes
financial sense, such as rais-
ing the height of a bridge or us-
ing fireproof materials. It’s like
the lesson we learned from our
parents: it’s better to do the job
once and do it well.

“Extreme weather events will
continue, we know that, so dis-
aster recovery funding should
help make communities more
resilient. This is not just a Fawc-
ett problem; it’s a problem for re-
gional communities right across
Australia and was raised consist-
ently at a parliamentary inquiry
into the financial sustainability
of local governments.

“Communities from Broome
to Bright, recovering from disas-
ter, are having to fight their way
through layers of government
and red tape just to get essential
infrastructure rebuilt for the fu-
ture. It shouldn'’t take three lev-
els of government and a maze of

bureaucracy just to get a bridge
replaced.

“Now, I've welcomed the gov-
ernment’s announcement that
the disaster recovery funding ar-
rangements are being reviewed,
and I particularly welcome the
proposed resilient infrastruc-
ture scheme, which could unlock
more betterment funding. I'll be
working with my electorate to
ensure these changes help us re-
cover stronger and safer.

“But after everything Fawcett
has been through this year, the
least this community deserves is
for governments to work togeth-
er to get that bridge replaced.
Fawcett can’t wait for a govern-
ment review, because, when dis-
aster strikes, we shouldn’t just
rebuild what’s been there before;
we should build it back better so
the next disaster doesn’t leave
the community facing that same
problem all over again.”
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Switching to electric could save you over $2,000
a year on your energy bills. Calculate your rebates
and savings, compare appliances, and find

local tradies - all in one place.

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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VIETNAM VETERANS’ DAY COMMEMORATED

alexandranewspapers.com.au

#

Bob Benghamy paying his respects.

Vietnam Veterans’ .
Day commemorate

VIETNAM Veterans’ Day was
held on Tuesday, August 18, and in
Alexandra it was commemorated
at the Cenotaph in Leckie Park.

Emcee David Dimech emceed
the event, pointing out that the
event marks the 60% anniversary
of the Battle of Long Tan, before
introducing Neil Robinson.

Neil said, “You may or may
not remember, or you may not
have known, but Vietnam our
introduction, was to the banners
of a newspaper, the newspaper
headlines saying, ‘All away with
LBJ. As you may or may not know,
LBJ was the President of the United
States of America, one of our good
allies.

“So, away went another
generation of young Australians
to a war with our allies, the United
States of America, to a place called
Vietnam. And if I was honest with
you, I didn’t even know the place.
I'd never heard of Vietnam. But we
all soon learned.

“With any conflict or any war,
for along time they only called
it a conflict, they didn’t see any
war, we learn new words. Things
change. Every conflict is different.
But in this conflict or this war, we
learnt new words, like ‘napalm’,
an horrific bomb. We learnt
another word called ‘agent orange’,
devastation. And another word...
‘conscription’.

“Today, to honour the Australian
men and women who served in the
Vietnam War, we remember those
who entered their nation’s call and
served far from home in physical,
dangerous and often unforgiving
circumstances. They were soldiers,
they were sailors, they were
airmen and nurses. What a great
job those medical staff did.

“They came from cities and
towns and rural communities
across Australia united by a sense
of duty and a commitment to
serve. In the dense jungles on
patrol through hostile terrain in
the air and the sea and in medical
units caring for the wounded. They
carried out their responsibilities
with courage, professionalism and
determination. Many faced fear,
hardship and loss. Some pay the
ultimate price, giving their lives
in service to their country. Others
returned home bearing physical
wounds and the invisible scars of
war.

“Today, we pay tribute, not
only to those who fell, but also to
those who served and endured.
60,000 young [Australian] men and
women served in Vietnam, 521
were killed, 3000 were evacuated
wounded. And we don’t know how

PAYING RESPECTS: Alexandra RSL President

McLeish.

many who came home for the
invisible scars of war.

“We acknowledge the sacrifices
made by their families, whose
love and strength and support
sustained those boys and girls
through service and the long
journey home. For many veterans
of Vietnam, their return to
Australia was not, definitely
not, what they deserved or
what we expected. Yet despite
the challenges they faced,
they continued to serve their
communities, raised families,
build their lives and contribute
to the nation that they'd sworn to
protect. Their resilience stands as
a testament to their character and
their courage.

“We remember the mateship
that bound them together, the
loyalty they showed one another
and the values they had and held
in the face of adversity. Their
service forms an enduring chapter
in Australian military history
and a lasting legacy for future
generations.

“Let us never forget the names
of those who did not return. Let
us honour those who came home.
Let us recognise those magnificent
nurses and medical personnel
who eased the suffering, the crews
who flew dangerous missions,
the sailors who served offshore,
and every man and woman whose
service contributed to the mission
they faced.

“As we reflect, upon their
sacrifice may we also renew
our commitment for peace,
understanding and remembering.
To the Australians who served in
Vietnam we thank you, we honour

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN: Neil Robinson
speaking to the attendees.

YING A WREATH: Member for Eildn
PHOTOS: Anne Richey

EMCEE: David Dimech.

Cindy

you and we remember you. May
God bless Australia and may God
protect our service personnel.
Thank you.”

Steve Watson spoke about the
Battle of Long Tan, which took
place on August 18, 1966. He
described the battle as “one of the
most significant actions brought by
Australian and New Zealand forces
during the Vietnam War.”

He said, “The battle took place
in a rubber plantation near the
Australian Task Force base at Nui
Dat in the Phudc Tuy Province in
South Vietnam. In the days before
the battle, enemy forces had fired
mortars and recoilless rifles at the
Australian base in Nui Dat. Patrols
were set out to locate the firing
positions and determine whether
the enemy was there or had
withdrawn.

“On the afternoon of August 18,
D Company’s 6th Battalion Royal
Australian Regiment (6RAR)
continued their search through
the Long Tan Rubber Plantation.
D Company numbered just over
100 Australian troops and was
accompanied by the three-man
New Zealand Artillery Forward
Support Observer Party. At
approximately 4 o'clock that
afternoon, 11 Platoon encountered
enemy soldiers moving through
the plantation.

“What began as a brief contact
with the enemy rapidly developed
into a major engagement. D
Company soon found itself facing
a much larger force, including
elements of the Viet Cong 275
Regiment and the D445 Battalion.
They were essentially 1500
soldiers.

RAISING THE AUSTRALIAN FLAG: Gerry Laws.

“The battle was fought in
extremely difficult conditions.
Torrential monsoon rains swept
across the plantation. Visibility
was poor, communications were
difficult, the rains were heavy.

“Just as a sight note, [ was
just in Vietnam last week and I
actually went to the Long Tan
site. The battlefield is as far as
the bowling ground behind us.
The rubber plants are only about
two inches wide, but essentially
no cover... The battle was fought
throughout that period in
extremely difficult conditions.
Despite this, D Company held
extremely well.

“Central to their survival was
artillery support from the Gate.
Australian artillery batteries,
together with 161+ Battery from
New Zealand Artillery, provided
continuous and highly accurate
fire. Thousands of artillery rounds
were fired around the Australian
conditions, sometimes extremely
close to friendly troops.

“The New Zealand Forward
Observer with D Company, Captain
Maurice Stanley, played a critical
role in coordinating the artillery
support while the battle continued
around him.

“As the fighting intensified,
another serious problem
developed. D Company was
running seriously low on
ammunition. Two RRF No. 9
Squadron Iroquois helicopters
were tasked to fly ammunition to
the battlefield. Despite the severe
weather and fighting below, the
helicopters flew into the Long Tan
Rubber Plantation and dropped
ammunition on the surrounding

THE BATTLE OF
LONG TAN: Steve
Watson spoke
about the events
of the Battle of
Long Tan.

streets. Those ammunition boxes
arrived at a critical moment to
allow people to continue the
fighting.

“Meanwhile, back at Nui
Dat, reinforcement was being
organized. Soldiers mounted in
M113 armoured personnel carriers
from 1st Armoured Personnel
Carrier Squadron moved towards
Long Tan. The armoured
personnel carriers fought their
way through enemy troops as
they approached the battlefield.
Their arrival along with infantry
reinforcements strengthened D
Company’s position as darkness
began to fall.

“Approximately three hours after
the intense fighting the enemy
withdrew from the plantation.
When the battlefield was searched
the next morning, the scale of
engagement became apparent.
Eighteen Australian soldiers had
been killed and 24 wounded.

The enemy also suffered heavy
casualties. Although the exact
number remains debated, it was
estimated that up to 900 enemy
soldiers were killed.

“The Battle of Long Tan was
ultimately a story of soldiers
holding together under extreme
pressure. It demonstrated the
importance of infantry discipline,
artillery support, armour, aviation
and above all, teamwork.

Australian infantrymen stood
their ground in the rubber
plantation. Australian New
Zealand gunners provided artillery
support. A 9th Squadron aircrew
flew through monsoon conditions
to deliver desperately needed
ammunition. Armoured crews and
reinforcements pushed forward
to reach their mates before
darkness fell. Different units,
different services of two nations
on that afternoon were all working
together for the same objective.

“Today, 60 years later, we
remember the men who fought
at Long Tan. We remember their
courage, their professionalism
and their mateship. Above all,
we remember the 18 young
Australians who were members of
the full-time army and conscripts
who did not return from the Long
Tan rubber plantation.”

Tony read the Remembrance
Prayer, following which the
wreaths were laid and Riley Cole
read The Ode. The Last Post was
then played, and the flag raised by
Gerry Laws.

Luke Phegan read the Ode of the
Royal Australian Regiment and all
were upstanding for the Australian
National Anthem.
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Trout season begins with
free fishlng festival at Eildon

VICTORIA'S premier trout
fishing region will come alive
on Saturday, September 5 as the
free Goulburn Fishing Festival
returns to Eildon, offering a full
day of family-friendly activities,
fishing experiences and outdoor
entertainment.

Victorian Fisheries Authority
(VFA) CEO Travis Dowling said the
popular annual event is held on
the first Saturday every September
to mark the opening day of trout
fishing season in Victoria’s rivers,
creeks and streams such as the
nearby Goulburn River.

Running from 9am to 2pm, the
free Goulburn Fishing Festival will
feature free kids’ fishing clinics,
casting competitions, cooking
demonstrations, educational
displays, stalls and a range of
hands-on activities designed to
help people learn more about
fishing. This year from 4pm there
will be local music and a local
pop-up food and drink provider to
enjoy before the fireworks display
at 7pm.

There will also be self-guided
Snobs Creek Hatchery tours where
families can learn about how the
VFA breed, grow, and stock fish.

ure Fisherles Reserve blus-mussel

families to experience everything

GOULBURN FISHING FESTIVAL: A popular event, this year’s festival will feature famlly friendly activities,
entertainment, and stalls designed to help people learn more about fishing.

Victorians to get outdoors and

volunteers about casting, rigs,
bait selection, and other practical
skills to help build confidence on
the water in our free learn-to-fish
clinics,” Mr Dowling added.

“Kids who participate in a clinic
will also receive a free fishing rod
to take home with a tackle box,
and links to online instructional
videos through our Little Anglers
Hub. Spots in the clinics always go
fast so we'd encourage parents to
get in quickly and register.

“Families can also help our
staff from the nearby Snobs Creek
Fish Hatchery stock trout into
the pondage. The festival will
also include market stalls, face
painting, educational activities, an
aquaculture stall with free tastings
of locally grown trout and fly-casting
lessons.

“We’d love to see a big crowd
in Eildon for what promises to
be a terrific day of fishing fun
for current and aspiring anglers
alike.”

The event will be held at Lions
Park on Riverside Drive in Eildon
and families are encouraged to
keep fishing and enjoy the local
music, food and drink from 4pm

PHOTO: Bailey Dixon

into the Goulburn River below the

that makes this region so special,”
Mr Dowling said.

“Based at Eildon Pondage, the
festival is about bringing people
together, encouraging more

showcasing why recreational
fishing continues to be one of the
state’s most popular activities.”
The event will also see 2000
‘stonker’ rainbow trout stocked

pondage, providing great fishing
at riverside reserves that are easily
accessible.

“Youngsters will get the
opportunity to learn from Fishcare

before enjoying the fireworks
display at 7pm.

For details about the day,
including registration for clinics,
visit vfa.vic.gov.au/goulburnfishfest

“Opening day of trout season
is a major occasion for Victorian
fishers and the Goulburn Fishing
Festival is a fantastic way for

Energy transition benefits

MEMBER for Indi Helen
Haines is leading the call for a
national framework to ensure
regional communities get a fair
share of the economic benefits
of the renewable energy
transition.

Dr Haines, together with
Member for Wentworth Allegra
Spender, moved a motion
in federal parliament on
Monday, August 17 calling on
the government to establish
a permanent, nationally
consistent framework that
requires minimum community
benefit contributions be
paid from renewable energy
proponents to communities
hosting their infrastructure.

The framework would require

community benefit funds

to deliver intergenerational
benefits to communities,

while also supporting local
governments manage their
growing responsibilities in
facilitating the energy transition.

Dr Haines said this will give
communities greater clarity about
what to expect when dealing
with proponents while providing
proponents with more certainty
and consistency about what they
need to bring to the table.

She said there was an
opportunity to learn from
proponents already doing this
well and establish a stronger
national standard.

“The transition will not
succeed if regional Australia

feels it’s something being done
to communities rather than
something being built with
them,” Dr Haines said.

“There are renewable energy
proponents doing excellent
work with communities, and
we should learn from those
examples.

“The goal isn’t to make it
harder to build renewable
energy. It's to make sure we
build it well, in partnership with
the people who call these places
home.”

Dr Haines said the motion
also notes the growing
national conversation about
community benefits from major
infrastructure, including Al data
centres.

DROP BY MY UPCOMING
LISTENING POSTS

YEA

GOULBURN
FISHING
FESTIVAL

€T Fishing Festival

) ':‘ | LI/, NEW - Enjoy local music,

pop-up food and drinks before the

fireworks display at 7pm.

* Market stalls, Kids activities,
Spinning wheel prizes

* Snobs Creek Hatchery tours - Buses provided every
half hour to hatchery for guided tours from 9.30am to 12.30pm

* 2000 ‘stonker’ rainbow trout released at 11 sites

¢ Vic Fish Kids Clinics Eildon Pondage

(bookings essential)

www.vfa.vic.gov.au/goulburnfishfest

When: Tuesday, 1 Sept at 9:30am -10:15am
Where: Yea Post Office
ALEXANDRA

When: Tuesday, 1 Sept at 2:30pm - 3:30pm
Where: Alexandra RSL Hall

Scan me

03 5721 7077
helen.haines.mp@aph.gov.au
helenhaines.org

Helen
Haines

Authorised by Helen Haines, 117 Murphy St, Wangaratta VIC 3677.

Go Fishing Victoria
Movre people fishing, more often
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Day two of the

R SN

Long

By ANNE RICHEY

DISTRICT 12 Commander
Stephen Keating spoke about the
Longwood fire at length in a wide-
ranging interview, including some
of the local concerns. This is the
second article in the series.

Stephen said, “At the start of the
second day of the fire, Thursday,
January 8, the fire had a perimeter
of 49km. By the end of the second
day, the fire had a perimeter of
over 200km in steep, challenging
landscape, meaning that trucks
were unable to access some of the
areas.

“That became so that leading
into the second day, when it burnt
through into Upton Hill, even then
first thing in the morning, ‘You'd
think, oh, we’ll have a little bit
success in trying to control the
spread, but the dryness and that
continued heat. The other thing is
the atmosphere was very unstable,
so we had an atmospheric
instability that allowed for vertical
movement of the hotter air. That
allows, so we might have a normal
forecast wind of 20 kilometres an
hour, but as that hot air rises up
out of the fire, it draws more air in.

“So on the Thursday when we
got that great big convection
column over the fire, that drew
the fire along significantly. I
talked about on the Wednesday,
the fire spreading at 16 hectares
in a minute. On the Thursday it
was up to 60 hectares a minute
for it, between about two and four
o'’clock. That'’s around the time
that it got in through Ruffy. It was
burning 60 hectares every minute
at all sides... but the forward speed
was recorded over 20 kilometres
an hour.

“Now that’s really up there with
the some of the highest recorded
grass fire speeds. And that was
pretty exceptional, and it wasn't
that it was a high fire danger day,
it wasn’t super windy until Friday.
It was simply that big convection
column that caused that behaviour.

Some concerns have been raised
among the community in the Ruffy
area about the helicopters which
were actively working on the fire
and then departed just prior to
the fire hitting. When asked about
this, Stephen said, “Would you fly a
helicopter in a thunderstorm?

“That’s the very simple answer,”
he said. “It’s a very, very dangerous
atmosphere happening with
the pyrocumulus. That’s the fire
itself building and creating that
thunderstorm. Our aircraft can't
safely operate in those kind of
environments.”

Asked about the frequency
of such conditions, Stephen
responded, “When they become
pyrocumulus, the aircraft move
away from those areas. We can't
fly in smoke... It’s very marginal
for an aircraft to work on a big
running fire at the very front.
Normally you're working on the
sides because when that smoke
column tips over, you can’t see
where the ground stops and the air
starts. Safety is a really important
component of aerial firefighting.”

il
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Aircraft did successfully protect
many properties, however due to
the extreme fire behaviour, they
just couldn’t get into Ruffy safely.

He added, “There’s a few reasons
that our aircraft will move around.
There’s absolutely no priority of
work for our aircraft other than
the state control priorities. It’s
not ‘pick this property over that
property’. We put the aircraft
where we get the best return and
where we can effectively do work.
There’s no point when that fire was
again running hard on Thursday.
There’s no point dropping loads in
the middle of a five kilometre wide
front and we’re stopping 10 metres
here and 10 metres there. If we can
stop a flank of the fire and we can
actually stop that becoming a front
later on, that’s a higher priority for
us.”

Stephen was also asked about
the decisions to locate the Incident
Control Centre for the fire in
Alexandra at a time when the fire,
and the wind direction for the
following days, were pointing in
that direction.

Stephen replied, “There’s a fair
bit of discussion about the incident
control centre and its location.
That was in place from Wednesday
morning. It was put in place
because we knew the three days
of weather were coming. After
the fire started there were some
discussions about moving the
incident control centre away from
Alexandra after it had been set
up. There were a couple of issues
with that. One is you lose that
connectivity with the fire ground if
we moved it to Seymour.

“There were other teams around,
but again, remember Friday was
the worst weather day since Black
Saturday, so every other team was
allocated for Friday elsewhere.
The other point is it was in the
right place to be able to manage
the resources. It was full of people
with good local knowledge,
whether it was from Forest Fire

Management or CFA... I suppose
it’s not normal that we end up
with an incident control centre in
the way of a fire, but it happens

a bit and I've had several other
experiences of it. I've talked to I've
talked to some people from the
Horsham team who have had that
happen because they're similarly
there on the northwest edge of the
Horsham community. And I've
experienced it at Hayfield and at
Bairnsdale as well. It’s not the best
situation, but moving it would be
more disruptive and cause more
concern,” he said.

“But [the incident control centre]
did end up having to move because
we lost power, we lost connectivity,
and without good access into
Alexandra, we had difficulty
with accommodation and other
supplies. It moved on the Saturday
afternoon after the big day.

“Can you imagine the uproar if
we moved on the Thursday and it
got burnt out on the Friday? That’s
the other side. How would the
community react if we move the
control team away from one of the
communities that we're going to be
impacted? And that was part of our
discussion, and it is contentious
to talk about. Was it in the right
spot or not? Well, in my mind,
absolutely it was.”

He was asked whether this was
despite the lack of power and
connectivity.

He replied, “Well, we’ve got
backup generators at the facility
and we’ve got backup connectivity
at the facility. When the network
drops out, it takes a bit of time for
those to establish, but certainly the
systems that we have in the backup
space, we planned for that. We
carried backup communication.”

He was asked whether people
needed to bring in their Starlink
services for use at the incident
command centre during
the incident and he replied,
“Absolutely. That’s our biggest
problem in any shire. You're

probably well aware of in the
communication space. I think

it’s the federal obligations for
telecommunications providers to
provide backup power. Four hours
isn’t enough.

“The sites need to be resilient to
emergencies. It’s no good having
your phone tower on top of the
hill if access to it gets blocked
every time we have a flood or a
fire or a storm and then you can’t
get a technician there to put in
the generator. The option would
be either you have a generator
there all the time or you have
another kind of solar or some
kind of backup system to run that.
But it’s kind of frustrating and as
local emergency services we've
had some discussions with the
federal ministers responsible for
that committee to try to help them
see the problems that it causes
when we have those outages. I
mean, back in the floods, we were
helicoptering generators to phone
towers to get them back up.

“This part of the world relies
so heavily on communications
and unfortunately are frequently
experiencing natural disasters,
whether it’s fires, floods or
storms. We get them a lot and
the needs are always there, so
frustrating in our world that we
don’t have the resilience in that
space that other countries do
and other parts of even our own
country.”

As the fire progressed, many
people were calling triple zero, but
there were not enough resources to
have fire trucks at every property.

Stephen said, “We tell everybody
that at the start of every year, we
have for the last 30 years, don't
expect a fire truck. Probably the
difference is, this community
doesn’t get many big landscape
fires. When I say the community,
the fire footprint, we have the
odd big fire, but if you were to tell
people we’re going to have a fire
that travels over 60 kilometres

and impact on everybody, not a

lot of people in this part of the
world would expect that that would
occur.

“You go to Highlands and Terip
Terip, in those areas, for example,
normally through summer there’s
green grass up there. Their fire
season normally is pretty short.
The last big fire that ran from Yea
to Alexandra is in the 1960s. It’s
not regular. We have fires, but not
really big dynamic fires like this. I
worry that that will change in years
to come.

“In East Gippsland, for example,
the big fires down there are
probably a little bit more frequent.
So maybe every 10 or 15 years
they’ll have a big landscape fire.

If we were to talk to communities
down there and say don't

expect a fire truck, they go, we
know, because they’ve had that
experience. Up here, not many
people have had that experience
because normally our fires are
smaller and when you make a
phone call, we get the fire brigade
attend.

“So for people to be making
phone calls and not get the fire
brigade, it’s I suppose it’s a new
experience for them, but it’s also
quite unnerving that when you
think you can call for help any
time, that it’s actually not there and
there’s not the capacity for the CFA
to get to every property.

“That’s why one of the most
important things that we do
in the fire brigade is prepare
communities because the work
you do on your own property and
around your own house and having
your own fire plan before there’s a
bad fire day is actually more likely
to protect your house than red
truck showing up. That’s why it’s a
partnership between fire brigade
and the communities because we
need everybody to be working in
that space. Talk to your local CFA,
they’ll have information to help
develop a plan.”
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Funding welcome, but recovery
challenge remains for shire

MURRINDINDI Shire Council has
welcomed additional Australian
and Victorian Government funding
to support bushfire recovery, while
warning that significant recovery
needs remain across the shire sev-
en months after the January 2026
fires.

The Australian and Victorian
Governments have announced ad-
ditional funding to support Com-
munity Recovery Officer and Re-
covery Hub programs through to
June 2028.

Murrindindi Shire Council will
receive an additional $920,000.

Mayor Cr Damien Gallagher said
the funding was important recog-
nition that recovery remains an
ongoing challenge for many com-
munities.

“This funding is welcome and
will help ensure recovery support
continues in our communities for
longer,” Cr Gallagher said

“Many residents, farmers, busi-
nesses and community groups are
still dealing with the consequences
of the January fires, and recov-
ery will continue for years, not
months.”

The additional funding will
support council’s Community Re-
covery Officer and Recovery Hub
programs, helping maintain local
recovery services and coordination
for impacted communities.

Cr Gallagher said the announce-
ment was a positive step, but it did
not change the scale of the recov-
ery task facing Murrindindi.

“We appreciate this additional in-

vestment, but it does not close the
gap between the scale of the disaster
and the recovery funding received.
Murrindindi experienced around
48 per cent of Victoria’s structural
losses from the January bushfires.
Even with this latest grant, our
share of recovery funding allocated
to councils for the January fires in-
creases from around 8.3 per cent to
10.6 per cent. This is progress, but
it highlights that there is still a long
way to go before our recovery fund-
ing more closely reflects the impact
experienced by our community.”
Cr Gallagher said council would
continue advocating for long-term
recovery funding commensurate
with the scale and complexity of
the recovery effort in Murrindindi.
Council has previously advocated

for $6 million to support the opera-
tion of recovery hubs and locally
led recovery over the next couple
of years. Even with this latest fund-
ing, more than $3 million is still re-
quired to meet that identified need.

“Our recovery hubs and offic-
ers working directly with affected
communities are not a short-term
response. They need to be there
as people rebuild their homes and
businesses, restore their farms and
work through the social and eco-
nomic impacts of this disaster,” Cr
Gallagher said.

“We are grateful for this funding
and for the support provided by
both levels of government. How-
ever, the reality is that hundreds of
residents are still rebuilding, busi-
nesses continue to face challenges,

GOOD PUPPY: One of
the newer members of
the team.

SEARCH DOG: One of
the Search and Rescue
dogs being rewarded
with a pat.

community recovery remains an
active task, and council is manag-
ing the long-term impacts of one of
the most significant disasters in our
shire’s history. Recovery is far from
over, and council will continue to
seek the government funding need-
ed to help our communities rebuild
and recover.”

“I have invited Premier Carroll to
visit Murrindindi Shire to experience
firsthand the impact of the Long-
wood fire, the stoicism and resolve of
our community to rebuild and sup-
port one another, but also the scale
of the challenge that remains.

“Council will continue working
with the Australian and Victorian
Governments and recovery part-
ners to support Murrindindi com-
munities through the years ahead.”

AUSTRALIAN SEARCH AND
RESCUE K9 TRAINING

AUSTRALIAN Search and
Rescue’s latest training session took
) them to beautiful Kinglake West,
where the team put an important
operational skill into practice,
adapting to the unexpected.

Following the recent weather,
access to some of the roads was
restricted, requiring teams to
reassess their plans, re-map areas
and identify alternative access
points.

Unexpected challenges are
a reality of search and rescue.
Conditions can change quickly,
roads or tracks may become
inaccessible, and the original plan
may no longer be workable. Being
able to safely adapt, overcome
these challenges and continue
training and or deploying is an
essential skill for both our handlers
and dogs.

The teams also worked through
a range of search scenarios,
including area searches, pathway
searches and article finds often in
challenging terrain.

Training for the unexpected
ensures teams are better prepared
to respond when it matters most.

Yea local Peg O’Connor celebrates her 90th birthday with friends and family

m From front page

“Before my husband passed
away, it was the best 13 years of our
married life because we’ve made so
many friends and the community
here is just wonderful.”

Peg met her husband Gerry while
working at Myers.

“I worked in the office and Gerry
worked in the dispatch. Now we
used to come into the office to col-
lect the mail, but we just used to say
hello and that was it. This particu-
lar day, to go to the toilet, we had to
go upstairs,” Peg said.

“I was on my way upstairs and
he was on his way downstairs. And
he just said, ‘hello, Peg’. And I said,
‘hello, Gerry'. I said, ‘would you like
to wish me a happy birthday?’ He
said, ‘yes, if you'd like to wish me
one’. And I said, ‘oh, okay’. He said,
‘would you like to go for a drink af-
ter work?’ I said, ‘oh, that'd be nice’.

“That was in the August. In the
February, we got engaged. And in
the June we got married.”

They were married in 1960 and
were approaching their 50th wed-
ding anniversary when Gerry un-
fortunately passed away.

“He tried hard to stay with me,
but I'll just say God wanted him
more than I did,” Peg said.

He was from Ireland, while Peg
was born in Melbourne. They made
a trip back to Ireland in 1999, and
that was his first trip home after 58
years in Australia.

Peg travelled over to Ireland after
he passed, then went to Scotland
and stayed with his two nephews at
different parts of Scotland. She said
that it was lovely, and she returned
on a couple of occasions.

Peg was the eldest of six children,
with three brothers and two sisters.
Unfortunately, two of her sisters and
one of her brothers have passed.

From her six sons, she now has
18 grandchildren, 21 great-grand-
children, and two great-great-
grandchildren, the youngest being
around 18 months old. They live

around Australia, and she visits oc-
casionally.

She found moving to the Yea
community incredibly refreshing
after so many years in Melbourne.

“The community’s been wonder-
ful. First thing they ask, where do
you come from? Second thing they
ask, why did you move to Yea? We
were welcomed with open arms,
put it that way,” Peg said.

“When I first came here, I joined
the CWA. Then I got involved with
the dance group, then with the
community bus we used to go
swimming at Seymour until COVID
finished all that.

“I joined the Naughty Nannas, and
there’s about 14 of us. We go to Mint
and Jam every Thursday for lunch.
Mint and Jam are very good to us.

“Another thing I do, for about
the last 11 years I think it is, is go
on a cruise with friends every year
and we’re going on another one on
November 30. We're going up to
Cairns this time. We've done New

Zealand three times, South Aus-
tralia three times, Tasmania three
times, Fiji. And then just another
little one from Melbourne to Syd-
ney and back.”

Then there is her incredible work
volunteering at St Luke’s Opportu-
nity Shop in Yea.

“T've gotten a badge for over 10
years at St Luke’s Op Shop. I must
have been there about 15 years. I
might have been at the dancing one
night, and Dawn Sundblom asked
me would I like to do some volun-
teering. Of course, I said yes.

“I think I do it roughly five times
amonth. ButIonly do the half days.
I found that as I got on in years, all
day was just a little bit too long. I
love it and I love the people.”

One day while volunteering in St
Luke’s Op Shop, Peg had a woman
come in who went to school with
her son in Thornbury. It’s a small
world.

“Actually, one customer came in
one day and somebody out the back

called my name and she said to
me, ‘that name rings a bell. Would
you have a son called Francis?’ I
said, yes. She said, ‘I went to school
with him’. I said, what’s your name?
And it turned out I went to school
with her mother. Isn’t that a small
world?”

When it came to her 90th birth-
day celebrations, Peg was well
looked after.

“Everybody helped me celebrate
on Monday. I took 28 ladies over
to the middle hotel and the meal
was superb and the staff could not
be faulted in any way. I would rec-
ommend it to anybody. They were
wonderful,” she said.

“T've had cake since August 7. I've
had six celebrations. Had the fam-
ily on Sunday, the ones that are in
Melbourne, I had them and a cou-
ple of my husband’s nieces and a
couple of the grandsons. And then
we went up to the cemetery and
sang happy birthday to my [late]
husband.”
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Who is a wise and
trusted counsellor (6)

7 What are worn by
military personnel (8)

8 To have caught or seized,
is to have done what (6)

9 Name an alternative
term for a lift (8)

10 Which term implies fame (6)
11 To have used one’s services,
is to have done what (8)

14 To be shut in, is to be what (8)
18 When one joins together,
one does what (6)
19 What is idleness (8)
21 Name an early dictator of
the Roman Empire (6)
22 To be light, airy, or tenuous,
is to be what (8)
23 What are additional items (6)

DOWN
1 Name a renowned

2 What is the fatty tissue
of animals (6)
3 Name another term
for incivility (8)
4 What is an evil habit (4)
5 Name a principality in
south-western Europe (6)
6 To thrust oneself upon
others, is to do what (6)
12 What is a flower stalk (8)
13 Name the final courses
of meals (8)

1 2

15 The symbol XC suggests
which number (6)
16 What is a small case for
a miniature portrait (6)
17 To cut into two parts,
is to do what (6)
20 Name the 15th day
of March (4)

22
magazine magician (8)

E-QUATIONS 457
Letters A to Z have a number value. Some
are shown in the right-hand cells. Create
remaining values using clues in centre cells.
E L+X 17
G O=+0
I L+E 26
L | T-L [
O T-X
T E+G
X I-T
SUDOKU 147 QUICK THINK s
Solve the crossword.
1 3 Each answer has four letters.
9 ACROSS DOWN
1 October birthstone 1 Skip over
5 Shark 2 Scale down
6 Spring bloom 3 Parallel
7 5 7 Camping gear 4 Disoriented
1 1 2 3 4 <
=
1 5 2
9 415 = 2
3 2
7 g
2154
©
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MINI WORD FIND
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Find the following words in the grid. They
may be read in any direction, even diagonally.
Some letters are used more than once.
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O C @
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Bay Bud Guard Reign
Bid Buy Gym Tie
Bob Cabin  Hunt Tug
Brat Cry Idea

Bubble Edge Out

WHICH WORDS

1 CONGRUENT
(a) Existing from one’s birth
(b) Agreeing
(c) Connective

2 DISPARITY
(@) Inequality
(b) Administration
(c) The act of dispersing

BIYWORD 187

Build it yourself using the clues and each of

the twenty-four letters once only to form ten
words: five across and five down. A key word
(bold clue) builds on the letter set in the grid.

CLUES:
Deity (3) B EOR
Enhanced Chip Set (3) B EP S
Germ cell (5)
Gnaws (5) CFPS
Ideal (7) D P
Outer part of roof (7) G S
Rear (5) EORT
Sebastian (abb) (3)
Weep (3)
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Reportlng dlsablhty abuse

THE Benalla Policing Forum was
held in July. The Benalla Police Ser-
vice Area (PSA) encompasses the
Murrindindi, Mansfield and Benal-
la Shires, along with Mount Buller.
This is the fourth in a series of arti-
cles from the event, each focusing
on a different topic.

Acting Detective Jade Reid from
the Benalla Family Violence Unit
spoke about disability abuse.

She said, “People with a dis-
ability, particularly women and
children, experience significantly
higher rates of family violence
and sexual offending than the
general community.

“While many forms of abuse
are common across all family vio-
lence situations, perpetrators may

bE"

I
"

the first people to notice changes
in behaviour, unexplained injuries,
fear, social isolation, or signs of co-
ercive control. Recognise these in-
dicators and acting early can make
a significant difference.

“Our message today is simple.
Family violence and sexual assault
can affect anyone, regardless of
age or ability. Everyone deserves to
feel safe, respected and supported.
Both elder and disability abuse is
often hidden because it happens
behind closed doors and is fre-
quently committed by someone the
victim knows and trusted. By rec-
ognising the signs, having conver-
sations and knowing where to seek
help, we can all play a role in pro-
tecting these vulnerable members

also exploit a person’s disability in
unique ways. This can include con-
trolling access to money or disabil-
ity support payments; withholding
medication, food, mobility aids or
medical equipment; refusing as-
sistance with personal care such
as showering, dressing or eating;
threatening to abandon the person
or to place them into institutional

care; isolating them from their
friends, family and support net-
works; telling them that the police
and support services won't believe
them because they're disabled; and
deliberately misleading police or
others about a person’s abilities or
circumstances. These behaviours
are all forms of family violence and
are never acceptable,” she said.

“At Benalla Police, we have com-
mitted to improving trust, acces-
sibility and confidence within our
community. We want everyone to
know that they will be listened to,
treated with dignity, and taken se-
riously when they come forward to
police.

“To achieve this, we are working
closely with local disability service

providers and support organisations.
We are providing education to staff
and carers about the warning signs
of family violence and sexual as-
sault, what to do if someone makes
a disclosure, and how to report these
concerns to Victoria Police.

“Carers, family members, neigh-
bours, and support workers all play
an important role. Often, they are

of our community.

“If you're experiencing abuse, or
are concerned about someone else,
please don't ignore it. Speak to Vic-
toria Police or support services. By
working together as a community,
we can reduce barriers to reporting.
Support those who need help and en-
sure that offenders are held account-
able,” she said.

ANIMAL SERVICES

r CANINE BEHAVIOURIST k.
and CERTIFIED MASTER
DOG GROOMER
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FilNIK

k. www.pinkdog.com.au Y,

ANIMAL SERVICES

+ Grooming
+ Training

« Behaviour Issues

Call Georgina
0418 556 001

Taggerty
Vet Clinic

Dr Rebecca Parth
BVSc

20 Knafl Rd, Taggerty
0403 012 996

Alexandra Vet Clinic
55 Downey St, Alexandra,
ph 5772 1600
All Animals

Large & Small Consultations strictly by appointment

5772 1002

1sales@alexandranewspapers.com.au

| _AUTOMOTIVE | BRICKLAYING

RACV \VAcc

At Alexandra Service Centre we
offer a wide range of services:

® | og book servicing

e General servicing

e Fleet car servicing

e Mechanical repairs

* RACV Roadside Assist
* Towing

e RACV Pre-Purchase Inspections
e Roadworthys

e Trailer servicing

e Car batteries

e Auto electrical repairs
¢ Air conditioning

We now have several courtesy cars
available when booking a service
or repairs

Come in and see the team at

6A Webster Street, Alexandra
Phone: 5772 2133

TEHE ALEXAND!

Standard
The Aen Chronicle

Trades
Services

DIRECTORY

Alexandra

BRICKLAYING
CONCRETE & PAVING

No job too big or too small
Free quotes
Call Jarrod, James and Corey

0409 190 502

Electrical Technology

esidential & Commercial
- Solar & Battery Specialists

- CCTV & Alarms - Data & Networking
- Undergrounds & Trenching

- Test & Tag/Scheduled Maintenance
- Large Scale Developments

Ph 0418 543 310

info@e-tec.net.au
www.etecelectrical.com.au
MMO00042 Rec No 12906

BUILDERS |___ELECTRICIANS

| NEW HOMES
H Bl | EXTENSIONS
CONSTRUCTIONS | RENOVATIONS
SCOTT HILL
Registered Builder
0439 730 824

info@hbiconconstructions.com.au
hbiconstructions.com.au

RBP - DBU 47736 HIA 1169777

24 HOUR CALL OUTS

REC-33089

ELECTRlCAL

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
SERVICING THE MURRINDINDI SHIRE

0455 317 553

* REDGATEELECTRICAL.COM.AU

Christopher Edwards
0405 554 915
info@chris-tv.com.au
Sec Reg: 997-462-60S

!
Chris's TV
The Television Reception Specialist

* TV & FM radio antennas
e Extra TV wall points ® Surround sound systems
® Data points & mesh WIFI
e Starlink, VAST & Foxtel installs

® TV brackets & wall mount TVs ¢ Home theatre
® CCTV security systems

Fully Registered & insured.

AEEXANDERA

« DOMESTIC « COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL

Builders Waste | Household Waste
6m and 3m bins available for hire

SIMPABINS

CALL SIMON GOODMAN
0409 997 632

Burchall Earthmoving

« ROADWORKS /-f’f.
« DAM WORK nnz ;

« HORSE ARENAS ‘o= A
« GRAVEL SUPPLIES

* HOUSE & SHED SITES

Phone Shane
0418 589 240

Owner operator with local knowledge

TED

ENGINEERING

e Fabrication and folding e Fibre optic
laser cutting (up to 16mm mild steel)
e Sandblasting ® Steel and aluminium
welding ¢ Onsite welding available
e Ute trays and canopies

. (03) 5772 2132 | B 0427 937 404
10 Peterkin Place, Alexandra VIC 3714

www.huntedengineering.com.au

Office hours: Mon-Thurs: 8am-4:30pm. Fri: 8am-1pm.
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SITE CUTS > DRIVEWAYS » DAMS
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT;

@ 0490 850 174

5772 1002

1sales@alexandranewspapers.com.au

DSCREENS & GLASS

Servicing the Murrindindi Shire
for 35 years
&t ON SITE 24 hour service
8 Automotive glass
38 Household needs
% Shower screens # Shop fronts

Call Steve Heara
YOUR LOCAL GLAZIE

0427 577 839

Standaxrd
@he lea Chronicle

THEALEXANDRA: EILDON - MARYSVILLE

MANSFIELDPOWE

BIG'BRANDS. BETTER DEALS.

Kubota STIHL \GubCadel: PLARIS

Sales, Service and Parts

03 5775 2711

KEATH’S EXCAVATIONS P/L, YARCK

EARTH MOVING

Excavators — Dozers - Graders
Scrapers — Loaders - Rollers
Backhoe - Water Carts
Low Loader - Tippers
Trucks & Trailers
All equipment operated by qualified operators
PERSONAL SUPERVISION
— 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Phone 5773 4242 / Mobile 0428 577 951
keathsexa@bigpond.com

EXCAVATOR HIRE

JMurrindindi

|

Custom built kitchens, 3D kitchen

design, Granite and Reconstituted
stone, laundries, Creative design
and quality, vanities, wardrobes

0409 146 465
38 Johnston St, Alexandra
sales@murrindindikitchens.com

---- FOR HIRE ----

D6T dozer
Cat 12 h/grader
16T excavator
D5M dozer
Tipper
Water cart
Hay and Silage

Ernie Hadfield

(20 years experience)

0429 931 127

ernie.hadfield@bigpond.com

D) Bell

D) Legal & Planning

Lawyers and
Town Planning Consultants

Angelina Bell
Principal Solicitor

0448 793 795
admin@belllegalplanning.com.au

|___EXCAVATION ___J§ ___ KITCHENS | PLANNING SERVICES TREE REMOVAL

Navy Blue Planning

Urban and Regional Planning Specialists

+ Town Planning Advice
+ Planning Approvals
+ Subdivision

Melbourne | Yea | Mansfield | Alexandra

0419 006 014

www.navyblueplanning.com.au
admin@navyblueplanning.com.au

Book this
spot now!

STAND OUT
FROM THE CROWD

J Mary
5772 1002

Trades
Services

alexandranewspapers.com.au

DIRECTORY

SERVICE STATIONS

Simpsonﬁ

Fuelling North East Victoria since 1953
with quality products and great service.

Supplying bulk fuels to
your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your
needs with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,
greases and solvents.

Ampol Alexandra | Ampol Eildon | Mansfield Diesel Stop

03 5772 1205

www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

¢ ){4 :
AP /dvanced
Wl TREE CARE

Servicing N.E. Victoria

v Tree Removal

v Chipping v Qualified
Climbers & Arborists
v Fully Insured v Falling v Mulching
v Stump Removal v Tower Hire

v Free Quotes

Please call Michael on
0449 810 683 0409 855 925

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

e Commercial & residential block clearing
e Deadwood and weight reduction

e 24-hour emergency call outs

e Tree and stump removal

¢ Pruning and shaping VO

¢ 3.6 Tonne excavator *
® Insurance works -

e Storm damage . NG

TREE MANAGEMENT

Andrew Bates: 0488 990 393
Kate Bates: 0407 555 440

______FENCING | LEGAL SERVICES PLUMBERS | TREE SERVICES

MeMASTER == ncimne
CONTRACTOR

All general farm fencing, cattle yards, sheep yards,
vineyards, on site welding and oxy work.
Tree plantation ripping.

2 hydraulic post drivers and pneaumatic drivers.
GRASS SLASHING 4 extra heavy duty slashers
GENERAL FREIGHT Hay, timber, wool, steel,
grapes, machinery

GLEN (HORACE) McMASTER
57972921

Mobile 0417 529 809

Louise Brennan
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

1560 Goulburn Valley
Highway, Alexandra

Mobile 0418 414 875
Phone 5773 2298
Fax 5773 2294

Lic. No. 108688

> A& Wood

ANDREW WO0OD
0488 559 091

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, GAS FITTING,
HOT WATER SERVICES, SEWER, SEPTIC,
HEATING & EMERGENCY SERVICE

______GLAZIERS ]| MECHANICAL REPAIRS

VINDI

GLASS & GLAZING

¢ Residential and commercial
glass replacement
* New work
¢ Quality double glazing
® Mirrors
e Splash-backs
e Shower screens
® Pet doors into single and double glazed

ROB - 0439 141 812

Boz
Miljkovic
Mechanic

Alexandra Automotive
VACC

61 Downey Street, Alexandra
Ph (03) 5772 3232

* General Car Servicing
* Repairs & Tuning
* Batteries
* Road Worthy Certificates
* Disc & Drum Machining
e Front Ends & Suspension

Yemrck Filters
FILTERS for TANK WATER

- 20 x 4.5" Sediment
100% Fresh
Polypropylene

(8 micron)

+ 20 x 4.5" Coconut Shell
Activated Carbon Block

-10 x 4.5" Sediment
1009% Fresh
Polypropylene

(8 micron)

- 10 x 4.5" Coconut Shell
Activated Carbon Block

(5 micron) (5 micron)
$35 CASH $5° CASH
FOR THE PAIR FOR THE PAIR
FITS BIG BLUE CANNISTERS

Contact

BARRY.n 0414 718 812

\“' S TREEJ~
(]

« Insured « Experienced « Reliable
« Competitive « Qualified

TREE & STUMP REMOVALS
Servicing Murrindindi & Mansfield Shires

57789603 JASON 0413 671066
WATER BORING

g, 3 North West Drilling

Extensive experience in drilling for
water in Mansfield, Alexandra and
surrounding areas.

Established since 1976.

For answers to all your questions
and a no obligation free quote

Contact GRAHAM BRENNAN
Phone/Fax: (03) 9436 1982
Mobile: 0409 362 289
northwest.drilling@bigpond.com
www.northwestdrilling.com.au
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WHEN
TO BOOK

By 12noon

Monday

43 GRANT STREET
ALEXANDRA

Che *en Chronicle

THE ALEXANDRA ' EILDON + MARYSVILLE

Standaxrd

PUBLIC NOTICES

Energy,
Environment
and Climate Action

! ‘V! : ORIA
State
Government

Safety on Public Land Act 2004

NOTIFICATION OF
PUBLIC SAFETY ZONE DECLARATION

I, Chris Hardman, Chief Fire Officer, as delegate of the Secretary

of the Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action, give
notice pursuant to section 7(1)(a) of the Safety on Public Land Act
2004, that | have made a public safety zone declaration published in
the Victoria Government Gazette.

The declaration made on 20/08/2026 takes effect 01/09/2026 to
28/02/2027 inclusive.

They specify areas of state forest which have been declared public
safety zones for;

e conducting Fire Operations and the maintenance of public safety.

Activities identified on the Joint Fuel Management Program (JFMP),
are known as Fire Operations.

The area where these activities occur are known as a Fire
Operations Area and includes a ‘Buffer’ of 150 metres outside the
perimeter of any Fire Operations Area.

A Public Safety Zone (PSZ) may be applied to a Fire Operations Area.

The declaration specifies the period for which the areas have been
declared public safety zones; the times or periods during which
access to the public safety zones is restricted or prohibited; activities
permitted, prohibited, or restricted in the public safety zones;
restrictions or conditions (if any) applying to the public safety zones;
and persons or classes of persons exempt from their operation.

A copy of the maps showing the location of Fire Operations is
available at Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action
web site at: www.ffm.vic.gov.au/JFMP.

A copy of the declaration is available at Department of Energy
Environment and Climate Action web site at: https://www.ffm.vic.
gov.au/permits-and-regulations/closures-of-parks-and-forests

The declaration and maps showing the location of Fire Operations
may be inspected at the Department of Energy Environment and
Climate Action, 8 Nicholson Street, East Melbourne, Victoria, by
appointment with the Joint Fuel Management Program Coordinator,
telephone 136 186.

Active planned burns are listed on the Planned Burns Victoria
Website (plannedburns.ffm.vic.gov.au) as either ‘Within 10 Days’,
‘Next 24 hours’, ‘Now’ or ‘Patrol’.

Chris Hardman,

Chief Fire Officer,

as delegate of the Secretary of the Department of Energy,
Environment and Climate Action

FS6962

The Alexandra
Opportunity
Shop Inc.

Annual General
Meeting will be held
on Monday
September 7, 2026
at 10am
in the RSL Hall.

All Welcome.

FITNESS
EQUIPMENT

Rental and
Sales Alexandra
Treadmills,

X- trainers,
exercise bikes,
rowers and more.

PH:0407 231 377

PETS & LIVESTOCK

FREE
RANGE HENS

Isa Brown Pullets
Pol $35ea.
Pick-upin

Alexandraor Yea

Becky & Hugh
0357981868

freerangehens.com.au

Classifieds
Work!

Phone:
035772 1002

If you
don't
use it...

. /
Sell it!
Classifieds

get results.
Phone

57721002
today.

PUBLIC NOTICES MOTOR VEHICLES CARAVANS

1922 Studebaker
Tourer
Fully restored
and currently
on full Victorian
registration
(STU 22)
$15,000
Ph 5729 7569 or

0431585461

2011 TOYOTA
KLUGER

Black,
leather seats
and 7 seater.

Great condition,
serviced
regularly,

great reliable car.

Reg (1ME3BM)

till May 2027.
232,500km.

$14,900
Phone Ross
_ 0409327157

Emailyouradvert
classifieds@nemedia.com.au

TRADES & SERVICES

7\

RADICLE

Land Management
Victorian Trees on Farms planning
Bushfire preparation
Local knowledge backed by
education and experience

Contact Tim Berenyi - tim@radicle.au

IN(E(M

NORTH EAST

MEDIA

LOCAL NEWS AND MEDIA

Credit

& CAMPERS

2010 Jayco
Penquin Outback
Camper

Reg till May 2027
Rollout awning
front wall. Easy

to tow, very good

condition.

$11,500 ONO

Phone Phil
0429 845 814

Coronet 20ft pop top

caravan, single
beds, gas/electric
stove/grill/oven,
2-way hot water,
toilet, shower,
independent
suspension, 12"
brakes, 2 x 9kg
gas bottles, Cruise
Master hitch, plus
extra equipment.
Approx 10-12 year
old, excellent as
new condition.

$25,000
Ph 0429 399 597

d:
facilities

Why not charge your advertisement

to Mastercard or Visa?

57721002

I
VISA

DEATH NOTICES

SAVAGE,
Patrick.

The Lions Club
of Eildon Inc.
The members
with sadness

pass on to
Christine
and family their
thoughts
in the passing of
charter member
Lion
Sydney Patrick
Savage.

The result of
Sydney’s vision
remains a
legacy.

GOT SOMETRING
T0 SELL?

FINDFA

BUYER FAST
IN OUR
CLASSIFIEDS.

START SELLING TODAY

(03) 5772 1002
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AMA calls for urgent action
on Al health misinformation

THE Australian Medical Asso-
ciation is calling on the federal
government to act urgently on Al-
generated deepfakes, warning the
technology is being used to imper-
sonate trusted health profession-
als and spread potentially harmful
misinformation.

Ahead of Scams Awareness
Week, the AMA renewed its call
for stronger protections in a letter
to Prime Minister Anthony Alba-
nese, welcoming the establishment
of the Office of AI and urging the
government to prioritise its digital
duty of care policy to help protect
Australians.

The AMA remains concerned

to impersonate reputable health
professionals and expose patients
to potentially unsafe health ad-
vice, yet there are no regulations
in place to enforce the removal of
this harmful material from digital
platforms.

AMA President Dr Danielle Mc-
Mullen said a regulatory response
that keeps pace with emerging
risks and supports public confi-
dence in digital health information
is urgently needed.

“Scams Awareness Week is a
timely reminder that increasingly
sophisticated online deception can
have real-world consequences,” Dr
McMullen said.

that deepfake content is being used

“Deepfake campaigns that mis-

represent trusted clinicians can
undermine evidence-based care,
spread misinformation about pre-
scription medicines, and encour-
age consumers to abandon clini-
cally validated therapies in favour
of unproven alternatives.

“It should not be left to the clini-
cians whose identities are being
stolen and misused to identify, re-
port and pursue the removal of de-
ceptive content. The AMA supports
a digital duty of care that places
responsibility on Al providers and
digital platforms to take reasonable
steps to prevent foreseeable harms
arising from their services.

“This should include strong trans-
parency requirements, effective

safeguards against unauthorised
and deceptive synthetic content,
and timely takedown mechanisms
for harmful deepfakes. We are call-
ing on the government to move
quickly to put these regulations in
place to reduce the risk of harm to
Australians.”

The AMA raised these concerns
with the Minister for Communica-
tions, Anika Wells, in June 2025,
and has now written to the Prime
Minister calling for urgent action
on its digital duty of care policy and
stronger safeguards against harm-
ful Al-generated content.

It recommends a regulatory
framework be developed that in-
cludes: mandatory identification

of the individual or company re-
sponsible for any online post pro-
moting a medical product or ser-
vice through a publicly accessible
and designated contact point (for
example, email); an accessible
portal for individuals to report
fake, misleading or Al-generated
content; unsubscribing mecha-
nisms enabling users to opt out of
unsolicited medical advertising;
time-bound takedown require-
ments, mandating platforms to
remove harmful content within a
specified period after a complaint
is lodged; appropriate enforce-
ment powers, including the abil-
ity to issue infringement notices
for non-compliance.

EPA cracking down
on bin operators
skipping good habits

ENVIRONMENTAL Protection Agency (EPA)
Victoria has begun a snap inspection blitz on skip
bin operators as it continues to crack down on
illegal waste dumping and ensure a level playing
field for operators doing the right thing.

With 50 skip bin companies in their sights, EPA
officers are scrutinising waste handling and record
keeping practices at each premises and looking
for evidence of unlawful management, storage
or disposal as part of the Victorian government’s
multi-agency lllegal Waste Dumping Taskforce
crackdown.

Rogue operators in the skip bin industry
have been identified as major contributors to
illegal dumping, particularly of construction and
demolition waste, contaminating public and
private land, creating fire hazards, leaving costly
clean-up bills.

Victoria’s environmental laws impose strict rules
on waste producers, transporters, and receivers.
All waste must be taken to a facility that is EPA-
authorised to receive and manage it safely. Waste
transporters are obliged to ensure the sites they
use are permitted to take the type of waste they
carry.

EPA Executive Director of Operations Rachel
Gualano said lawfully operating skip bin companies
play a vital role in the waste industry, and warned
EPA would not hesitate to take action against those
who fail to comply with their obligations.

“Skip bins are a common collection point
for many types of waste, and operators have
a legal duty to know what’s in the bins they’re
transporting, and to make sure that waste ends up
in an authorised facility,” Ms Gualano said.

“We routinely trace waste back through the
supply chain using documentation, serial numbers
and other forensic methods.

“But we don’t just investigate. We act, to fine or
prosecute skip bin companies, the individuals or
businesses who engage their services, and those
who receive the waste unlawfully,” she said.

In a compliance blitz across Victoria’s Southwest
earlier this year, more than half the sites inspected
did not have the required EPA permissions to
operate.

“Rogue operators tempted to undercut
legitimate operators and rip off their customers
and the Victorian public by illegally dumping
waste can expect a knock on their door and the full
weight of EPA’s regulatory powers,” Ms Gualano
said.

The Illegal Waste Dumping Taskforce is a
partnership between Victoria’s environmental
agencies, led by EPA Victoria with the Conservation
Regulator, Parks Victoria and DEECA.

For more information about the responsibilities
of waste carriers, visit epa.vic.gov.au/transport-
industrial-waste

If you see illegal dumping or know anything
about it, report it to the EPA on 1300 372 842 or go
to the online pollution reporting portal at epa.vic.
gov.au/report-illegal-waste-dumping

JOBS IN BEAUTIFUL SU.RROUNDS: Houseboats at

Lake Eildon.

_______________————
www.anchoragehouseboats.com.au n @ 5774 2705

INDUSTRY IMMERSION: Students at Lake Eildo.

YOU WISH: The
students checking
out one of the
speedboats.

ASKING QUESTIONS:
Students were able to
ask questions about

| the jobs available.

KEEN WORKERS: The students outside Eildon
Outdoor Service.

HOW DOES IT WORK?: Students checking out a jet ski.

Yea High
School
students
learn
about
houseboat
industry

BOATING Victoria
in partnership with
the Lake Eildon
Houseboat Industry
Association and
the Central Ranges
LLEN hosted VCE
Vocational Major
(VM) students from
Yea High School at
an industry emersion
day at Lake Eildon.

Students were
exposed to boat
building, marine
automotive, and
tourism and
hospitality industries.

LLEN provided
transport free of
charge and Boating
Victoria and the Lake
Eildon Houseboat
Industry Association
provided lunch for
students and staff
on one of their
houseboats.
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Kids Helpline data highlights the impact of bullying

KIDS Helpline has released new
data revealing among the young
people who contacted the service
for counselling support about bul-
lying in 2026, one in eight also re-
ported current thoughts of suicide.

yourtown CEO Tracy Adams said
the figures highlight the serious
distress some children and young
people experiencing bullying are
facing, reinforcing the importance
of early support and making sure
young people know where to turn.

“We know suicide is complex,
and there is rarely one single cause.
When a young person reaches out
to us about bullying and tells us
they’re also experiencing thoughts
of suicide, we are there to sup-
port them and, when necessary,
be ready to take action to support
their safety,” Ms Adams said.

“That’s why early support mat-
ters. We want children and young
people to know they can reach out
when something first starts to feel
wrong. They don'’t need to wait un-
til they’re struggling to cope or in
crisis.”

Kids Helpline has responded to
1512 bullying-related counselling
contacts in the first half of the year,

and bullying remains the number
one reason people access informa-
tion and resources on the Kids Hel-
pline website.

On August 17, Kids Helpline held
its annual Largest Anti-Bullying
Lesson, giving students and educa-
tors practical tools and strategies
to recognise, respond to and pre-
vent bullying.

More than 627,000 students
across Australia took part this year,
an increase of almost 30 per cent
on the 488,000 students who par-
ticipated in 2025.

Ms Adams said the record partic-
ipation showed just how important
conversations about bullying are to
children, young people and school
communities as is learning tools to
understand what it looks like, what
they can do about it and where they
can turn for help.

“The extraordinary response
from schools tells us there is a real
appetite for practical tools that
help children and young people
recognise and respond to bully-
ing,” Ms Adams said.

“We want conversations happen-
ing early. We want children and
young people to be equipped with

tools to respond to bullying, and,
just as importantly, to know there
are people and services ready to
support them when they need it.”

The new data comes ahead of the
2026 Kids Helpline Giving Week ap-
peal which aims to raise $500,000
to help fund around 9000 calls from
children and young people.

“Supporting the wellbeing of
young people is something we all
have a role in. Governments have
a role. Schools, families and com-
munities have a role. And services
like Kids Helpline need to be there
when a child or young person has
built up the courage and decides
now is the time to get some help.”
Ms Adams said.

While Kids Helpline has been
part of Australia’s mental health
support system for more than 35
years, 41 per cent of Kids Helpline
funding came from community
support.

“People know they can trust and
turn to Kids Helpline because we've
been there for children and young
people for more than three and a
half decades, and I think many un-
derstandably assume a service like
ours must be fully funded. The re-

Free dental care for

children at school‘"

THE Victorian
Government is saving
working families money
with free dental care for
kids.

In Victoria, tooth
decay is one of the most
prevalent diseases, with
almost 43 per cent of five
to 10 year olds affected.

It is also one of
the highest single
causes of preventable
hospitalisations in kids
aged five to nine years
old.

Regular dental
checkups can cost
parents up to $400 a
year per child, putting
pressure on household
budgets.

The Victorian
Government created
Smile Squad to make sure
Victorian kids have the
healthiest smiles for free.

Delivered by dedicated
mobile teams of oral
care clinicians, students
receive free check-ups
and follow-up care.

It includes X-rays,
teeth cleaning, fluoride

treatments, dental
sealants, ﬁlhngs and root
canals.

The at-school care also
means busy families
don’t need miss work
or school for a dental
appointment.

Since 2019, Smile
Squad has treated more
than 175,000 public
school students, visited
more than 1000 public
schools, handed out more
than one million oral
health packs, and opened
three regional specialist
hubs in Bendigo, Geelong
and Latrobe. Students at
Victoria’s public schools
and 54 eligible low-fee
non-government schools
can access the free
service.

The aim is to make
access to care easier,
cheaper and fairer.

Minister for Health
Ingrid Stitt said, “Every
child deserves a healthy
smile. That’s why we’ll
continue to support
working families with
free dental care.”

ality is we’re not,” Ms Adams said.

“Community support helps make
Kids Helpline possible. It helps put
a professional counsellor at the
other end of the phone or webchat
when a young person makes the
decision to reach out.”

Ms Adams said that community
support was critical to ensuring
Kids Helpline could continue to
be there for children and young,
24 hours a day, seven days a week,
whatever the reason they reach
out.

“We need to be there no matter
why they’re reaching out. It might
be bullying. It might be problems
with friends or family, their men-
tal health, thoughts of suicide, or
simply something happening in
their life that they don’t know how
to deal with on their own.

“This Kids Helpline Giving Week,
we're asking Australians to help us
keep being there. Every donation
helps us reach more children and
young people and means more op-
portunities for them to have po-
tentially live saving conversations
when they need it most.”

To find out more, visit kidshel-
pline.com.au

NEMA supports post-fire recovery effort

THE National Emergency Man-
agement Agency (NEMA) was re-
cently asked the following questions:
What supports were potentially
available from NEMA/DRFA during
the incident and recovery phases of
the Longwood fire? What requests
were made to NEMA/DRFA by the
Victorian Government during the
incident and recovery phases of the
Longwood fire? What actions were
undertaken by NEMA/DRFA at the
request of the Victorian Government
(or offers accepted by the Victorian
Government)?

A NEMA spokesperson respond-
ed, “State and territory govern-
ments have primary responsibility
for responding to disasters and de-
termining what assistance is pro-
vided to impacted communities.

“Through this process the Aus-
tralian Government committed
more than $253 million, jointly
funded with the Victorian Govern-
ment, for recovery measures in-
cluding primary producer grants,
clean-up programs, temporary ac-
commodation support, recovery
hubs and other assistance for af-

fected communities and businesses.

“The Australian Government
also worked closely with Victoria
throughout the January 2026 bush-
fires, providing extensive opera-
tional, logistical and financial sup-
port to help communities respond
and recover.

“Through the National Emergen-
cy Management Agency (NEMA),
the Australian Government coor-
dinated a whole-of-government re-
sponse, embedding liaison officers
in Victoria’s State Control Centre,
activating national coordination

arrangements and ensuring the
Victorian Government’s requests
for non-financial assistance were
supported.

“The Australian Government as-
sistance to the Victorian bushfires
response included Australian De-
fence Force support for emergency
personnel through accommoda-
tion, catering, staging areas and
ration packs, as well as the deploy-
ment of specialist firefighting air-
craft and the coordination of more
than 1200 interstate emergency
management personnel.”

Almost summer
weather for
ladies winter

tennis matches
By DEB MIMS

AFTER a complete washout
last week, all Euroa and District
Ladies Winter Tennis Association
(EDLWTA) teams took to the courts
in what can only be described as
‘almost summer weather’.

The two Mansfield teams were
up against each other, with Deb
Mims finally returning to the
court post back surgery. Under
strict instructions by the captain
to play the fifth player rule so
that Mims only played one of the
three sets, the two Debs, Mims
and McCormack were up against
Wappan’s Rhonda Carpenter &
Kimberley Marsden.

An excited but equally nervous
Mims was pleased how overall
she played and held up with
McCormack ably supporting
her when she just couldn’t make
that extra step. Carpenter and
Marsden obviously decided that
they weren't going to take it easy
on the Debs winning the set
convincingly.

Wappan versus Mansfield 6,48
-0,9

Beside them, Wappan’s Anna
Speirs and Jenny Bell showed no
mercy against Cathie Anderson
and Carolyn Murray, and despite
some great rallies they also took
the set.

In the second round Loretta
Armitage took to the court in place
of Mims and with Carolyn battled
hard against Bell and Carpenter.

Wappan showed Mansfield why
they are on top of the ladder with
a clean sweep of the sets rather
convincingly.

Moglonemby versus Terip
Terip 1,28 - 5,45

Moglonemby hosted Terip
Terip at their home courts at
Euroa. Sue Vaughan and Marlene
Hanrahan came out of the blocks
firing taking their first set against
Frances Lawrence and Phoebe
McDermid in a tight set.

Alongside them Moglonemby’s
Robyn Johnson and Lisa Krepp
tried everything to get on top of
Terip’s Suzanne Irvine and Jenny
Martin to no avail. A see-sawing
of scores saw a tie break among
them, with Terip Terip coming out
on top taking five of the six sets.
The only match of the day to have
a tie break, which is unusual.

Creighton’s Creek versus
Benalla 2,32 - 4,39

Creighton’s Creek, whose home
courts are also Euroa’s, welcomed
Benalla and a battle ensued.
Creightons Creek’s Lyndall Bigland
and Ros Doxey went down to Peta
Kelly and Maureen Jewell in a
tight set while Carmel Linehan
and Kerry Hewlett evened it up
with taking their set against Marg
Clode and Wendy Maxwell.

With one game the difference
Benalla’s way, Kelly and Clode
jumped right out of the blocks and
even before Bigland and Linehan
could contemplate what was
happening the set was over. Doxey
and Hewlett then evened things
up with taking their set against
Jewell and Maxwell.

With two sets apiece and one
game the difference, the last
round was vital for both sides to
battle hard. With Benalla taking
out the last two sets, this gave
them the major points for the day.

Euroa had a bye.
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Soggy course for
Eildon golfers

By PUTTAMATIC

WELCOME to the Eildon Golf
Club weekly report. Last week
eight players braved the elements
to take on a soggy Eildon golf
course in a Stableford round. After
a slight delay to the start of play
and some very light rain the day
cleared up and golfers even saw
some sunshine for a brief time.

The winner last week was Jezza
Magee winning for the second
match running with 30 points,
runner-up Leith Munro also with
30 points. Ball run winners Nick
Munro 30 points and Rod Taylor 29
points and Nick Munro took out last
week’s Super Six competition.

Nearest the pin winners were
Nick Munro on the third, Rod
Taylor on the fifth, no winner on
the 11th, Rod also took out the
12th and 14th. There were no bird-
ies on the birdie drink holes eight
and 15.

The club also ran a side team’s
competition with the winners
Ian Lakeland, Nick Munro, Leith
Munro and Jezza Magee all secur-
ing a win over Grant Walters,
Colin Long, Michael McLear and
Rod Taylor.

Next week will be a stroke
Monthly Medal round at this
stage; this is depending on the
course conditions and the weather
conditions.

All members please keep an
eye on your texts and email for
updates on course conditions and
possible course closures. Hope to
see you at the club soon.

Shane
McGorlick meets
his handicap

in tough
conditions

By DAVE SILVERMAN

EIGHT players turned out to
Alexandra Golf Club for the Stabl-
eford round last Tuesday, which
was played in fine, mild and
mainly sunny weather, although
the going was still quite heavy.

Lenny Jenkins ran out the win-
ner with 31 points, and second
went to Mick Holohan on 28, on
a countback from yours truly in
third. Mick took out nearest the
pin on 17, and Lenny claimed 18,
with rundown vouchers going to
Leo Dynes and Billy Wind.

And then, last Tuesday night,
the rain came again, and con-
tinued on and off throughout
Wednesday, meaning that, once
again, the ladies’ competition was
a non-starter.

Eight was the magic number
again last Saturday, and, as on
Tuesday, the weather was fine
and mild although naturally the
course was, and is, still very soggy.

Koala Cherries sponsored the
day, and the winner, and only per-
son to play to their handicap, was
Shane McGorlick, whose 36 points
was highly respectable under the
circumstances. John Steer took
second place with 34 points, and
third went to Simon Rouget who
had 32.

Only two of the five available
nearest the pins were claimed,
with five going to Shane and your
humble scribe, with my only good
shot of the day, taking seven.

Charity Day by Marysville
golfers to support BlazeAid

By LESLEY RUNDLE

DESPITE the steady winter rain,
some fog and sometimes frost the
Marysville Golf Club course has re-
mained open throughout the win-
ter months.

This is due to the hard work and
commitment of the course volun-
teers who have carried out their
maintenance work in the chal-
lenging conditions, often having
to change their plans at the last
minute.

The Thursday nine holers played

stableford on the front nine holes.
Brian Worcester (8) won with an
excellent 23 points followed by
Heather Jenkins (9) with 18 points.
Brian also won the nearest the pin
on the ninth hole and Gail Leigh
won on the fourth hole.

Brian and Gail were also on the
winner’s list last Saturday when
a mixed stableford round was
played.

Gail (12) won the competition
with 38 points on a countback
from Brian (19) and also won
the nearest the pin on the fourth

hole and the Golden Shot.

Colin Davies won the nearest the
pin on the ninth and Keith Atwell
won on the 18th hole.

Alexandra golfers John Norfolk
and Bruce Flanders were wel-
comed to the competition. Next
Saturday all golfers will play a
mixed stableford round for the
Neil Murphy Trophy.

Saturday was also a designated
Charity Day with all money raised
donated to the Foundation Mur-
rindindi/BlazeAid’s ‘Purchase a
Picket’ Appeal for Bushfire Recov-

ery. A $10 donation can purchase
one star picket to assist BlazeAid
with their fencing replacement
programme.

The club is in the final stages
of setting up the Miscore digital
scorecard system and this was
used successfully by players last
Saturday.

The club thank those members
who have been involved with in-
stalling this programme and thank
Peter Doery for being on hand last
Saturday to assist players with the
system.

ON THE COURT: Jess preparing to receive Will’s serve.

Alexandra Squash Club: Round
six of term three pennant

By ANDREW BROWN

Monday competition

SEVERAL players were unavail-
able on Monday, making this a
shorter than usual evening. Nev-
ertheless, there were some great
games played.

Lachie versus Tyler: This was
an enjoyable game to watch and a
fairly even contest with some great
rallies. Tyler won the first game,
but Lachie won the next three and
drew ahead to a good win 68-52.

Jess versus Will: Will won the
first game by three points. Jess
won the second game by three
points. The third game was tied 15
points each. It all came down to
the last game: Will was ahead by
four points when time ran out. Fi-
nal scores 62-58.

Justin versus Sam: Plenty of good
rallies throughout the match but
overall, Justin was just too strong,
his serve causing Sam challenges.

Justin won each game and took the
match 81-47.

Simon versus Stuart: Simon has
been winning his matches com-
fortably so far this season but was
pushed harder this time by Stuart,
who is beginning to return to his
usual form. This was an intense but
friendly match throughout. Simon
won several points from sublimely
placed serves and controlled his
length well. Stu won points with
a combination of power shots and
strategic placement. In the end,
another win for Simon 71-51.

Jim versus Danny: Some tight
rallies throughout but Jim held
his composure to take points and
games when needed. Danny will
be disappointed in the final score;
a good win for Jim 61-45.

Wednesday competition

Team One versus Team Two

Nicole versus Tyler (fill-in):
Nicole found it difficult to inter-
cept Tyler’'s powerful shots and

Tyler forged to an early lead. How-
ever, errors from Tyler in the third
game allowed Nicole to dominate
and take over the lead. In the final
game, it was Tyler who came out
just ahead in what was an even tus-
sle. 60-58.

Matt (fill-in) versus Liane: Matt’s
serve was on fire, forcing Liane onto
the back foot. Liane used her experi-
ence in cross-court play and some
good serves of her own but it was
Matt who won in a clean sweep 70-42.

Michael versus Justin: This
match provided the sort of enter-
tainment that it promised. Michael
produced some terrific, low, hard
cross court shots. Justin pulled off
some spectacular returns of serve.
An amazing “seal dive” from Mi-
chael thrilled the crowd. A game
of dives, brilliant boast shots and
sheer determination. Michael pre-
vailing 62-57.

Team Three versus Team Four

Marty versus Beth: Marty’s

boundless energy gave him the
edge over Beth’s experience. Al-
though Beth fought hard to win the
third game, Marty took the match
in a strong display 80-51.

Travis versus Nathan: Travis
took the lead in the first game. In
the second, Nathan put in a mas-
sive effort to get ahead but Travis
managed to hold him off. More of
the same in the third game, Nathan
just seconds away from winning
but Travis denying him. Then a tie
in the fourth and final game. Great
squash from both players. A good
win for Travis 63-53.

Ben versus Daniel: The curly-
haired player started with an early
lead. Sadly, that soon evaporated
as the power player took control
of the match and started accumu-
lating points. Ben pulled off some
extraordinary shots and did well to
amass 37 points, but it is difficult
to win against Daniel. Final result:
Daniel 83-37.
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ENDURANCE TIME: SHANE O’BRIEN IN THE NUMBER 54 CAR

PART OF THE DEFENI_)ING THREE-HOUR ENDURANCE

CHAMPIONS. PHOTO: NAPIER PH
=

Upcoming three-hour
endurance at Speedway

By DEAN THOMPSON

This Saturday afternoon and
into early evening, the Alexandra
and District Speedway Club
will hold its annual three-hour
endurance event for Speedway
Sedans comprising of almost 30
teams of two cars each with two
drivers. The big event will not be
the only racing on the day with
Standard Saloon competitors and
Junior Sedan racers also being
afforded the opportunity to have
a skid.

Racing will commence from
1pm with some qualifying racing
and finals for the supporting

classes with the enduro
potentially the last event of the
schedule to send spectators
home happy.

Some other combinations
pundits suggest watching out
for and not limited to, include
Caleb Lincoln and his father
Colin, Travis Ramsdale and his
brother Wayne, Nathan O’Brien
and his mate Josh Barber, Jack
Brennan and Matt Shankland,
Danny and Peter Cox, Dale
and Russell Smith, Alexandra
resident Luke Fallon and his son
Will, Shane Roycroft and Lee
Beach, and David Donegan and
Ian Thomsen.

The race is long, it dishes up
challenges such as refuelling,
breakages, flat tyres, damage
repairs, mechanical repairs,
and driver errors. Some cars are
much faster than others, and
anything can happen to them.
Fans enjoy the social gathering
around fire pits, with their
friends watching and enjoying
the sounds of race cars until it all
comes down to the end where, it
is possible, more than one team
are in with a chance to win it all.

Junior competitors with 1200cc
powered race cars have also been
allocated a spot on the schedule
with Victorian champion Jaylen

Knight, and their sibling Kobi
coming into competition with
Alexandra members Lucas
Magor and Bryden Bishop. It
is a small field with Jaylen the
absolute stand-out in the field.
Racing begins 1pm. Free
camping available so that people
can have a great safe night and
snooze off any enjoyment had for
a safer trip home Sunday. Reach
out directly to the club with any
questions prior to attending,
you can find them on social
media. The track is located at 131
Gordon Street in Alexandra, just
past the horse racing track and
golf course facilities.

Multiple
achievements
for Alexandra
Speedway at the
SSV Awards

ALEXANDRA Speedway had a very
successful night at the recent Speedway
Sedans Victoria (SSV) Awards, coming
away with a number of achievements.

Blake and Maddy Beach were named
Top Stars Ambassadors for 2025-26,
making it three years in a row that
Alexandra Speedway members have taken
home Ambassador of the Year awards.

Matt Bishop walked away from the
event with Ambassador of the Year for
Street Stocks, plus two fifth place finishes
in his series and fourth overall.

Dylan Barrows was crowned Modified
Driver of the Year.

The club says a big thank you to the
committee members who took the time
to attend the awards night and represent
Alexandra Speedway.

SNAPSHOTS ALEXANDRA SENIORS AND RESERVES TAKE ON SEVILLE AND BELGRAVE

ON THE MOVE: Alexandra Reserves player Conor Heaslip

moving the ball against Belgrave.

SENDING AFLIER: Reserves player Cooper Ph|ll|ps sendmg
the ball on its way towards goal.

KICKING IN ACTION:
ball down the field.

Seniors player Mitcﬁ Parker kicking the
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TIGERS TAKE

_
PREMIERSHIP [

THE Yea Senior women ;
footballers defeated Of- f
ficer in Monbulk to claim bl
the 2026 Senior Women’s X <
Football Division Two
Premiership.

Beginning at 10.45am
last Sunday, the match
took place in relatively
sunny conditions for this
time of year. The Yea Sen-
ior women played hard,
ending the game with a
score of 4.5-29 against
Officer 2.4-16.

This means that the Yea
women went undefeated
the entire season, never
losing a game. An incred-
ible effort.

The Yea Football
Netball Club says a big
congratulations to all the
coaching staff, volun-
teers, families and sup-
porters who got behind
the senior women every
step of the way.

g B
PREMIERS: The Yea g
Senior women team 2
celebrating their 8
premiership victory with ::
the 2026 flag. PHOTO: |
Savannah Gregory 3 o
Photography ; i
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By ALAN PELL Well done, guys, but unfortunately contested their Monthly Medal. = while John Renehan won the Saturday is the second and final
there was no competition on the The men’s winner was Alan Club Award. round of the A. H. Smith Trophy.
YEA Golf Club are looking day. Pell (14) with 35 points, followed  In the first semi-final of the In the Ladies’ event, players
forward to some spring sunshine Last Saturday, after two by Tom White (16) on 33 points.  Club Knockout, Luke Gregory found the course very heavy. In
to dry out the course. Last days without rain, saw 20 men Paul Heyen (23) finished third defeated Zach Pell 29 points to the Monthly Medal, Sharon Grogan
Wednesday saw five men startthe  play the first round of the A. on a countback from Andrew 27. The other semi-final between (23) was the winner with a nett 79,
round, but persistent rain meant H. Smith Trophy, played as a Bohn (5) in fourth. There was Bob Glenister and Peter Johnston followed by Cindy Armstrong (32)
that only four made it to the finish. Stableford, while seven ladies no nearest the pin on the 18th, will be played shortly. Next with a nett 84.
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From tiny pups, to life
changing partners

Today they're learning about the world around them.
Tomorrow they could help someone navigate theirs.

Learn more at vic.guidedogs.com.au

Guide Dogs.
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