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Yea High School students pictured here in the science lab have been busy researching biology and gene technologies as part of their course. For more on the students’ scientific endeavours turn

to page 12. -S

SADLY, after a century of supporting
local veterans and their families, the Yea-
Kinglake RSL Sub-Branch is no longer
able to host public events, specifically the
traditional Anzac Day and Remembrance
Day Commemorations.

Sub-Branch President Jeffrey Swain said
that his group had reached the point where it
had so few remaining active members that it
is unable to accept the host responsibility on
behalf of the community.

“We are now not capable of the work
involved in planning, organising and
conducting a significant public event, such
as the Anzac Day commemoration,” Mr
Swain said.

He added that the Victorian State
Government COVID-19 Tier 3 conditions

for a Public Event of less than 1000 people
to be approved were not an issue.

“While it is a fact that we would be
unable to meet the COVID-19 public safety
requirements in the guidelines, the critical
factor is that we have no one able to do the
work involved in our pre-COVID level of
Commemoration,” he added.

“There will still be an Anzac Day
Commemoration each year in Yea but for
the time being it will be necessarily like last
year when the full COVID-19 constraints
applied in early 2020,” Mr Swain said.

“The State of Emergency still applies
until December 2021. Vaccinations are not
yet widespread within the community. We
recommend a cautious approach despite the
recent easing of restrictions.”

Mr Swain said that he was hopeful of
another community group stepping in to
take over the organisation of Anzac and
Remembrance Day celebrations. In the
meantime the following arrangements will
be in place for Anzac Day this year.

Kinglake community groups, service
organisations, schools and individuals
wishing to have a representative place a
wreath at the Dawn Service at 6am at St
Peter’s Church Kinglake can contact Anzac
Day Coordinator Peter Crook OAM on
pwcrook@bigpond.com or by phone 0427
541 022.

The Yea-Kinglake RSL Sub-Branch
will assist the staff of the Yea and District
Memorial Hospital in Yea to commemorate
Anzac Day at 10am for patients and
residents.

Last post for Anzac Day

At the Yea Cenotaph, an RSL member
will place a wreath, recite the Ode and
observe a one minute silence at 1lam in
Commemoration of the Fallen.

Community members are invited to place
wreaths at the Yea Cenotaph throughout the
day while maintaining an appropriate social
distance.

Commemorations in Glenburn, Flowerdale
and Strath Creek will be under local
community arrangements. Members of the
public are encouraged to hold a Dawn Service
vigil at 6am at the end of their drive way.

Community groups wishing to discuss
assuming the role of hosting future
Anzac Day and Remembrance Day
commemorations in Yea can contact Mr
Swain on 5796 9353 or jswainl948.js@
gmail.com.
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

Letters published are the opinion of the writer
and not necessarily the opinion of
Alexandra Newspapers
Submit your letter via our
Facebook page, email or malil
www.facebook.com/AlexandraNewspapers
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au
PO Box 5 Alexandra, 3714
LETTERS MUST NOT EXCEED 300 WORDS
Submitted letters will be edited at the
discretion of Alexandra Newspapers.
Letters larger than 300
words, will not be published.

Letters which are offensive, threatening
or containing personal attacks will not be
published. All letters must contain contact
details of writer; name, address and telephone
number, (not necessarily for publication).
Letters without these details
will not be published.

Deadline is 10am Monday
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A need for change

OVER many years we have heard the same
conversations over and over again but have
we truly been listening?

Many words have been spoken however
actions are few and we must all be aware
that words without actions are useless.

Recently there have been two damning
reports, one relating to aged care and the
other to Victoria’s mental health system.

Despite there being many promises,
money provided etc the reality is that little

has changed and sadly it grieves my heart
that the same conversations will probably
still be occurring for many years to come
with little change having taken place.

Because until we proffer the same rights
to all, treat all with dignity and respect
and proffer appropriate treatment, care and
support to all, the reality is that those who
are disabled in whatever way, the elderly,
the vulnerable and marginalised will remain
unequally yoked from others.

They deserve better.

Have your say on
the Domestic Animal
Management Plan

MURRINDINDI Shire Council is asking for its
residence opinions on how the current Domestic
Animal Management Plan (DAMP) can be improved.

The DAMP outlines council’s strategic approach

to the way animal management is delivered across
the shire, and with the community’s input council

can ensure all needs are met.

The plan aims to minimise attacks on animals
and people from dogs, address over-population
and euthanasia rates of both dogs and cats,

minimising “nuisance”
dogs, and
identification.

reported from cats and
promoting animal registration and

Once revised, the plan will be active for the next

four years, until 2025.

To have your input into the review of the DAMP,

visit surveymonkey.com/r/6SKBPD8
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We do not need to continue to ostracise,
estrange or punish others for being disabled,
aged, vulnerable or marginalised for being
different in what ever way. The choice was
not theirs in the first place.

In a world where we can be anything, let’s
be kind.

And as to the environment and climate
change, well it is a similar story. Let us all
be the change and seize the day.

Name and address withheld by request.
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DEADLINES

The Aea Chronicle

Real Estate  Thursday noon
Trades & Services  Thursday noon
Early General News  Thursday 5pm

Classifieds ~ Monday noon
Editorial  Monday 9am

Sports Editorial ~ Monday 10am
Letters to the Editor ~ Monday 9am

Thumbs up/down ~ Monday 10am

If you have any enquiries please do
not hesitate to contact the office on

5772 1002 or
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

We thank you for your continued support
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CFA
stalwart
passes

THE Yea CFA lost a leader and one of its
longest serving members with the passing of
1st Lieutenant Ross Williamson on Monday,
March 15 2021.

Mr Williamson joined the CFA in 1982 as
a Reserve firefighter, serving his community
including as Captain, for 22 years.

A statement on the Yea CFA’s Facebook
page recognises Ross  Williamson’s
contribution as prolific, adding that he was
a much loved mentor for so many members
of the brigade, he made time and supported
anyone who wanted to learn.

As recently as Sunday, March 14, Mr
Williamson briefed a local brigade on rescue
operations and the role of the CFA and how
brigades can work even better together.

Wide ranging tributes were posed on
the brigade’s Facebook page from friends
and colleagues who knew and had worked
with Mr Williamson over the years. Many
described him as a “ripping bloke” who
gave of his self and time adding that his
passing will be a huge loss to the Yea and
district community.

Ross Williamson leaves a legacy to
the brigade and the wider Murrindindi
community.
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More people die on farms than in other workplaces - let’s change that.

THE Taggerty  Twilight
Market, this Friday, March 26
promises to again be an event
not to be missed.

Presented by the Community
Hub at Taggerty (CH@T), the
market will run from 6-9pm
and will feature a wide range
of traders including food stalls,
local wines and craft beer.

Yea Chronicle incorporating the Kinglake Chronicle, Wednesday, March 24, 2021

Ross Williamson. -S

A fun market Friday at Taggerty

Entertainment will be a
big feature of the night with
the Zampofiistas, Bolivian
Pan Pipe Marching Band as
the headline act. Dressed in
ponchos, the band will weave
in and out of the market crowd,
twisting, turning and spinning
as they play.

Also performing will be
the popular Triangle Steel
Band. The group has proven
popular at local events since
its formation after the 2009
Black Saturday Bushfires in
the Marysville and Triangle
District.

The market site is on the
Taggerty  Thornton  Road

You might think you're bulletproof and know your land like the back of your hand.
But accidents can happen to anyone.

You can prevent accidents. You can prevent deaths.
worksafevic.gov.au/agriculture

!‘ ‘V! : ORIA
State
Government it

and entry is by a gold coin
donation.

The market is registered
as a COVID-safe event and
attendees are asked to ensure
they have a face mask with
them for times when social
distancing may not be possible.

 Work€Eiy
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Staring a new life after an historical offence

VICTORIANS who have carried the unfair
burden of a minor historical offence will
have a better chance to turn their lives
around, thanks to new laws passed by
parliament.

The Spent Convictions Bill 2020 removes
the barriers faced by those who previously
committed an offence but have since
proven that they are able to rehabilitate
and be active members of the community.

“The days of past minor offences
dictating the course of someone’s entire
life are over. These laws will give hope
to many Victorians doing it tough,”
Attorney-General Jaclyn Symes said.

“We’re proud to deliver a fairer scheme
that allows people to move on with their
lives and fully contribute to society while
protecting community safety.

“People will no longer struggle to get a
job, find a home, or undertake volunteer
work because of old criminal records. This
unjust reality has damaged too many lives
for far too long, but that changes today.”

The reform will serve to protect people
from the discrimination and stigma that
can come with historical convictions, but
this does not mean their criminal record
will be “wiped”.

Police and courts will continue to have
full access to criminal history information

and complete records will still be released
when required for certain employers
and third parties to make necessary risk
assessments.

Convictions for eligible minor offences
will become “spent” and no longer show
up in a police check after 10 years, or
five years for a juvenile conviction, if the
person does not re-offend during that time.
The scheme also makes discrimination on
the basis of a spent conviction unlawful.

Some convictions will only be eligible
to become spent by application to the
Magistrates’ Court and only after a
magistrate has carefully considered a

range of factors, including rehabilitation
and any risk to public safety.

These changes will benefit some of
the most vulnerable members of our
community who are disproportionately
represented in the criminal justice system,
such as Aboriginal Victorians and young
people.

By breaking down the barriers created
by minor convictions, the Bill will create
better access to employment, education,
and housing for Aboriginal Victorians.

The labor government worked with the
Aboriginal community, justice sector, law
enforcement and victims® representatives
to develop new legislation.
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This week’s Church
Services

ST PETER’S MEMORIAL ANGLICAN
CHURCH
CnrBald Spur/Whittlesea Kinglake Rds, Kinglake.
Sunday Services, 8.30am Communion.
Minister: Rev. Ruwan Palapathwala
Church Office: 9716 2042 or 5716 2028
ST LUKE'S ANGLICAN CHURCH OF YEA
Sunday Service time
9.30am all year
Mother Eden Nicholls Ph: 0437 937 433
CATHOLIC PARISHES OF
ALEXANDRA AND YEA
Parish Administrator, Father Vinh Nguyen
Parish Priest Ph 0434 520 667
St Matthew’s, Eildon Saturday 6pm
St Mary’s, Alexandra Sunday 8.45am
Sacred Heart Yea: Sunday 10.45am
CATHOLIC PARISH OF KINGLAKE
Fr Martin Ashe, Parish Priest Ph 9717 6482
St Mary’s Kinglake: Sunday 8.30am
SCOTS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, YEA
Station Street Yea
Enquiries: Val Borrie, Secretary Ph 5797 2286
Sunday Service 9am

UNITING CHURCH
1st and 3rd Sundays 9am, 1050 Main Road,
Kinglake West. 9716 2330
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This friendly fellow is ready to welcome visitors on the spotlight tour. -S

A SPOTLIGHTING event in Rubicon on
Saturday March 27 will give participants a
chance to see the Greater Glider and other
nocturnal animals in their natural habitat.

The event, organised by the Kinglake
Friends of the Forest, will commence at
7pm at Thornton Recreation Reserve.
Participants will then drive together to
the spotlighting site, taking a peek at the
stunning Snobs Creek Waterfall along the
way.

The Greater Glider is Australia’s largest
gliding mammal. The gliders are about the

size of a cat and range in colour from black
to white. They can glide up to 100 metres
between trees, using a membrane between
fore and hind legs.

Greater Gliders were once common in
the wet and damp forest of Victoria. But
this fluffy eucalyptus-dweller has become
increasingly hard to find. Greater Gliders
are highly sensitive to change in the forest
landscape, in particular climate change, fire,
and logging.

Data before last summers devastating
bushfires showed that their numbers had

already crashed by 80 per cent in the

preceding 22 years.

Kinglake Friends of the Forest has
reported Greater Gliders are thriving in
certain areas of the landscape. Last month
in Narbethong several gliders put on a
sensational show including glamorously
posing next to magnificent old trees and

even a rarely seen glide.

Readers interested in joining the spotlight
night can register their interest by email to

kinglakefriendsoftheforests@gmail.com

New startup fund honours Narbethong woman

WOMEN-led startups can look
forward to dedicated investment
support with the $10 million
Alice Anderson Fund, named
after a pioneering Victorian
businesswoman and innovator,
to open for applications in July.

In 2019, only 20 per cent

of early-stage funding went
to startups led by women. To

address this imbalance, the
Victorian  Budget  2020/21
funded a new dedicated

investment fund to be developed
and led by the state’s startup
agency LaunchVic.

Minister ~ for  Innovation,
Medical Research and the
Digital Economy Jaala Pulford
said the Alice Anderson Fund
recognised the ground-breaking
achievements of a woman who
refused to be constrained by
society’s expectations.

In 1919 and aged just 19,
Anderson opened the first all-
women garage in Australia
from her workshop in Kew.
Anderson was driven by a
passion for the high-tech
innovations of her generation,
and was determined to educate
and create employment
opportunities for women at a
time when female mechanics
were rare. Alice Anderson grew
up in Narbethong.

For her efforts in advancing
the economic and professional
standing of women, Anderson
was last year inducted into
the Victorian Honour Roll of
Women. The new fund and the
businesses it supports will build
upon that legacy.

The Alice Anderson Fund
will operate over three years
as a sidecar investment fund

committing between $50,000
and $300,000 into between
40 and 60 startups led by
women. Sidecar funds co-invest
alongside private investors and
the government’s contribution
is expected to unlock up to
$30 million in private sector
investment.

Eligibility criteria will follow
two pathways. Either the
startup is 50 per cent owned
by at least one woman, prior
to any investment, or there is a
30 per cent ownership stake by
women, including one woman
in an executive role, such as
chief executive officer or chief
technology officer.

Applications for the Alice
Anderson Fund open on July
1. To learn more about the fund
and apply, visit launchvic.org/
general/angel-sidecar

Minister ~ for  Innovation,
Medical Research and the
Digital Economy Jaala Pulford
said, “At all stages of the startup
life cycle, women-founded firms
are a significant minority and
this is a pivotal time to support
women entrepreneurs to drive
economic growth and create
new jobs.

“The Alice Anderson Fund
will help level the playing field
and ensure more women-led
companies have access to the
early-stage capital they need to
take their startups to the next
level.”

Minister for Women Gabrielle
Williams  added, “Victoria
has many modern-day Alice
Andersons and we’ll continue

to back their innovation,
excellence, vision and
commitment.”
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Move it or lose it - no matter what age you are

SUE Hendy previously worked at
Willsmere, the former psychiatric hospital in
Melbourne, before moving into repatriation
and studying recreation. She returned to
nursing homes as a recreation worker,
including at Mount Royal. From there she
began working in local government, running
Meals on Wheels, and more broadly in sport
and recreation. From there she moved into
Sport and Reaction Victoria as the older
persons’ consultant, travelling Victoria for
five years promoting sport and recreation
opportunities. Her next step was to move to
Council on the Ageing, first as information
and education manager and then as CEO.
Her board roles include The International
Federation on Ageing.

She believes that as a community,
“We’re ageist, and we have a very narrow
perspective of ageing. | think that’s
probably the key that underpins everything
I’m interested in. We need to expand our
thinking about what is possible. I’ve always
said that Whistler’s Mother was the worst
thing that ever happened to us because
people go, ‘well, you should sit on your
verandah on your rocking chair and just stay
there and do nothing. That’s what retirement
is” You’re passive in the way in which
you’re involved in community, or you’re
not engaged in civic activity, you’re not out
there being physically active. A lot of people
believe that.”

[akemounts
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Sue Hendy. -S
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McCORMACK FUNERALS

inc. BAMFORDS F5, Murrindingi
1800 080 909
Murrindindi Chapel & Funeral Home
21 Johnston 5t, Alexandra
Chbligation free appointments,

Mick, Ann, Andrew & Robyn
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Prepaid, prearranged & at need funerals.
wwwmocarmackfunerals.com.au

Different  cultures have different
approaches to ageing, “but Australians
on the whole have a very narrow thinking
about our ageing and what we can do. So
challenging that, and expanding people’s
thinking is quite an important element of
the work that we used to do on the Council
on the Ageing.”

She told the story of Sonia Rutherford
who took up weightlighting and was lifting
310 pounds aged 73. To Ms Hendy, this
shows that “it is possible.”

She said that people need to start
questioning the myths and stereotypes
which are presented to us on ageing, such as
“you’re in decline.”

If people are keen to improve their
fitness, Ms Hendy said, “Start where you
are and just increase. Walk further, do more
exercises and have more output in whatever
way. Strength training is the basis. Do what
you enjoy doing and do more of it, but also
try to include some strength training.”

She said that there are various videos
online and you can start there, or you could
look at getting a group of people together.

She added that one of the worst things
that younger people can do is offering to
help carry bags and other heavy items. It’s
important for older people to maintain their
capacity, and to do that, they must continue
to do things. This could include walking up
stairs.

Cardio, the huffand puff, isalso important.
Go for walks and don’t just amble. “Get a bit
of a push on, so you’re getting a bit of huff
and puff. Go up and down stairs 10 times.”

She also suggested that people stop using
their television remote control, but instead
get up and change the channel.

“The only way you get energy is by
expending energy. The more you expend,
the more you can do,” Ms Hendy said. Being
“too old” is not an adequate excuse.

She explained that progressive strength
training, where the weights become
gradually heavier, works on muscles, and
muscles are very ‘hungry’. They will eat
a lot more calories if they’re being used,
plus through developing muscles, they will
continue to consume more calories even
when inactive. “Then you can eat more,” Ms
Hendy said with a laugh.

However, it also gives you capacity for
your daily living. You need strength and
you need muscles, even for small everyday
tasks. “If you start to lose that strength, you
start to become dependent. You start to need
other people to do things. And that’s where
your decline into care starts,” she said.

“All of us benefit from an increased
capacity for life, if you get stronger. Even
maintaining it’s a good thing, but we can all
get stronger.”

William Matthews
Funerals

45 Cavehill Rd, Lilydale
24 HOUR SERVICE ALL AREAS
BY THE MATTHEWS FAMILY

N.F.D.A Member

Large Chapel with after service facilities
for refreshments

Pre Paid Funerals

Before you decide call
Bill, Narelle, Beau or Melanie
Matthews

9739 6868

PP0017
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Some research was done in nursing
homes, and all improved their strength
within 12 weeks. “Imagine what’s possible
if they’d done it a bit longer,” she said.

There are also very positive mental
impacts from getting fitter. “As one person
said, ‘It’s the dolphins that make me
feel good.” They do, but it’s actually the
endorphins.” There is chemical activity as a
result of exercise and it does make you feel
good.

Some research was conducted in NSW on
clinically depressed older people, aged in
their 70s and 80s. It found that people who
did progressive strength training did best,
then the people who followed their normal
prescription regime, then people who did
light exercise, and then people who did
nothing. There were less side effect from
doing exercise, as well as great outcomes
for people mentally.

For older men following the program, it
was also found that they had become taller
as they had the muscle strength to stand up
properly. They also felt more capable again,
giving them a better outlook on the world
and themselves.

Around the shire, she’d certainly like to
see agym inthe Marysville area. She added,
“There are a lot of good things in the shire.”

People’s capacity can change due to
age, illness or injury, and therefore not all
exercise types are suitable for all people.
She believes that all people need good
health, good health promotions, good
information and support when needed. Of
the facilities around the shire, there’s not
a lot with a mantle for older people. That’s
not to say that everything should be age-
segregated, but rather multi-generational.
“At the moment, there’s not really anywhere
that older people can go to do their thing for
physical exercise,” she said.

The shire’s population is certainly older
than in the city, “So we need a bit more
thinking about being active and being
engaged. There are a lot of things going
on, but I think there needs to be a bit more
promotion and facilitation of opportunities
for people to be physically active. You need
a bit of a spur on.”

Having a fabulous instructor would
be important for a gym in Marysville,
for example. While it’s fine for people to
exercise at home, or to exercise with others,
“you actually need someone who helps
motivate you and keep you motivated.” She
compared it to going walking with someone
else. “You go because they’re going to be
waiting for you, whereas if you’re on your
own, you don’t always go.”

She’d like to see the shire support the
push towards getting both a permanent
gym and an instructor, and not just leave
it to the hospital. “If they could do it in
partnership, it’d be even better,” she said.
“If you think about the health benefits that
physical activity provides, it’s good for all
sorts of conditions. It’s good for bones, it’s
good for everything you can think of, and
therefore that helps maintain our wellbeing
and reduces the health burden. It makes
sense for both council and the hospital to
support this.”

She finished by saying, “Challenging
the stereotypes is key. Read up or question
what we’ve been told about what ageing is,
because that’s a slow road downhill if we
believe what people tell us. You know the
old adage of move it or lose it, it is just true.”

“There’s a theory that half of all knee
constructions wouldn’t need to be done if
people had stronger legs. So it makes you
go, ‘why aren’t we doing more of this?’”

( ALEXANDRA CLEARING SALE

~N

A/C BERRIBEE PASTORAL CO P/L
Sunday, March 28 - 10.30am
Property sold By Elders

MACHINERY - M.F. Grey Tractor Diesel Gold Motor Rear Tyres 95% Roll Bar, 3PL Slasher 6’,
Grasslands Sod Seeder 7 Tyne 3PL, Saw Bench, 3PL Grader Blade, PTO Pulley M.F.,, Old Rear Bucket,
Steel Carryall, Concrete Tractor Weights, 3PL Welder, 12’ Steel Tandem Trailer, 6x4 Trailer, Honda 90
Postie Bike, Honda Trail Bike.

FARM SUNDRIES - 2 Lister Shearing Planks, Twin Grinder Steel Wool Table, Steel twin Box Wool
Press, Old Wool Scales, Stencils, Wool Packs, Cox Ride On Mower, Mower Trailer, Powerbase Air
Compressor, Stihl 034 Chainsaw, McCullock GS420T Chainsaw, Push Mowers, Battery Charger, Pipe
Cutter, Aluminium Ladders, Old Laundry, Leg Vice, Car Ramps, Knap Sacks, Fire Pump, Pipe Bender,
Leg Vice, Steel Stands, Steel Feed Trough, 10 Steel Panels, Whipper Snipper, Steel Post Wire, Fencing
Tools, Drench Guns, Pine Posts, Gal. Pipe, Trolley, Large Qty Tools, Qty Bolts and Numerous Other
Items.

FURNITURE/HOUSEHOLD - Ant. Leather Chairs, Ant. Banana Lounge, Ant. Dressing Table, Chairs,
Ant. Oval Cupboard, Spinning Wheel, Lounge Suits, Chairs, Pine Side Tables, Old Scales- Lanterns
Small Appliances, Video Player, TV, Oil Painting and Prints, BBQ, Outdoor Settings, Old Tables, Wooden
Ladder and Many Other Household Items and Sundries.

OUTSIDE ENTRIES - 3PL Slasher 6’ (Good order), Qty of New Electric Fence Items

A/C J Young — Ant. Chaff Cutter, Electric Air Compressor, Lister Pre Standing Electric Shearing Plant,
Sunbeam 12 \olt Portable Shearing Plant, Wool Bale Scales, Blacksmiths Leg Vice, Landmaster 12” Cut
Rotary Hoe, Petrol Motor, Waratah 6’ Slasher, 6x4 Steel Trailer, Front End Loader w/ Pallet/Forks Euro
Hitch, PTO Smart Super Spreader, Portable Sheep Yards approx.15 Panels and Trailer, Ant. McKay Farm
Gates and Jog Cart.

REMARKS-Property Sold, Brings to the end of Bowden Family Farming for over 40 years, all items for
genuine sale.

TERMS: Cash or cheque by arrangement on day of sale, 1D required and number system will apply.
EFTPOS NOT AVAILABLE. NO DOGS PLEASE. Refreshments available

Refer photos www.emblingrural.com.au

Directions — Spring Creek Rd Fawcett 8.5kms Watch for Signs, Property on Left Side

EMBLING RURAL |

EMBLING RURAL - ALEXANDRA
54 Grant Street Ph 5772 3110
Andrew 0418 266 038
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Hands across the garden

NATIONAL Close the Gap Day
was held last week on March 18.
Yea Hospital staff showed their
support for the campaign and our
Aboriginal community by creating
their first colourful Sea of Hands to
highlight the need to focus on and
address the significant health gap.

The Sea of Hands was proudly
displayed in the front garden area
of the hospital.

Close the Gap is an Australia
wide campaign launched in 2006
that focuses on creating awareness
about the health inequities which
exist between Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people and the
rest of the Australian population.

Together,  Australia’s  Peak
Indigenous and non-indigenous
health bodies are working together
to achieve equality in health and
life expectancy for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders.

Louise Sharkey Acting Director
of Nursing said that Aboriginal
people (on average) have higher
incidents of Kkidney disease,
diabetes and cancers, to name just
some notable health concerns.
They also have a considerably
shorter life expectancy than non-
Aboriginal people.

“Yea Hospital staff showed their
support for the Close the Gap Day
campaign and our Aboriginal
community by creating their
first colourful Sea of Hands,” Ms
Sharkey added.

She also thanked Hospital Board
Director Dr Jennifer Keast for her
attendance and to the hospital’s
Integrated  Health  Promotion
Worker, Heidi  Stewart, for
coordinating the event and the staff
for displaying their inner artistic
sides.

DISCOVER YOUR BACKYARD

e

Hospital board dlrector, Dr Jennifer Keast, and Integrated Health Promotion
Worker, Heidi Stewart, inspect the garden of hands.

A TP
AL I

IN AUTUMN

While Bali, Boston and Barcelona might be off the list of places to

explore for a while, why not invite your friends and family to visit over
the coming months and discover Murrindindi Shire's spectacular show
of autumn colour. Crisp morning walks, scenic country drives, leafy

parks and gardens ...

many great things to see and do in Murrindindi Shire this autumn.

discoverdindi.com.au/yourbackyard

\ Murrindindi

and all right on your doorstep! Discover the

@ @discoverdindi

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Staring a new life after an

VICTORIANS who have
carried the unfair burden of a
minor historical offence will
have a better chance to turn
their lives around, thanks to
new laws passed by parliament.

The Spent Convictions Bill
2020 removes the barriers
faced by those who previously
committed an offence but have
since proven that they are able
to rehabilitate and be active
members of the community.

“The days of past minor
offences dictating the course
of someone’s entire life are
over. These laws will give
hope to many Victorians doing
it tough,” Attorney-General
Jaclyn Symes said.

“We’re proud to deliver
a fairer scheme that allows
people to move on with their
lives and fully contribute
to society while protecting
community safety.

“People will no longer
struggle to get a job, find a
home, or undertake volunteer
work because of old criminal
records. This unjust reality has
damaged too many lives for
far too long, but that changes
today.”

The reform will serve
to protect people from the
discrimination and stigma
that can come with historical
convictions, but this does not
mean their criminal record
will be “wiped”.

Police and courts will
continue to have full access to

ﬂ Murrindindi

1 Shire Council

historical offence

criminal history information
and complete records will still
be released when required for
certain employers and third
parties to make necessary risk
assessments.

Convictions for eligible
minor offences will become
“spent” and no longer show up
in a police check after 10 years,
or five years for a juvenile
conviction, if the person does
not re-offend during that
time. The scheme also makes
discrimination on the basis of
a spent conviction unlawful.

Some  convictions  will
only be eligible to become
spent by application to the
Magistrates” Court and only
after a magistrate has carefully
considered a range of factors,
including rehabilitation and
any risk to public safety.

These changes will benefit
some of the most vulnerable
members of our community
who are disproportionately
represented in the criminal
justice  system, such as
Aboriginal  Victorians and
young people.

By breaking down the
barriers created by minor
convictions, the Bill will create
better access to employment,
education, and housing for
Aboriginal Victorians.

The labor  government
worked with the Aboriginal
community, justice sector,
law enforcement and victims’
representatives to develop new
legislation.

RENEWABLE ENERGY WORKSHOPS

2030Yea is a group of volunteers from Yea
and surrounds dedicated to the goal of
Yea operating solely on renewable energy
by 2030. The vision of the group is to ensure
Yea has totally renewable electricity

sources by 2030.

L
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COMBAUNITY ENERGY

Council is pleased to support 2030Yea to host a series of
workshops at the Yea Library, which will be presented by
experts in the renewable energy space. During the workshop
you will learn about ways you can reduce your energy costs

and transition to renewable energy.

The following workshops will be held from 5.30 to 6.30 pm.

Thursday, 8 April - Understanding Your Energy Use

Thursday, 15 April - Renewables
Thursday, 22 April - Community Energy
Thursday, 29 April - Home Efficiency

Thursday, 6 May - DELWP's Climate Adaptation in Yea project
Thursday, 13 May - Regenerative Agriculture

Numbers are limited for these workshops so get in quick. For
more information and to register for any of these workshops,
please call 5772 0333, drop in at the Yea Library or visit the
'‘Events' section at murrindindi.spydus.com

murrindindi.vic.gov.au/libraries

Phone: 5772 0333
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Victoria’s
services

latest fire
response

times released

VICTROIA’S fire services have released the
latest quarterly response times, revealing
a continued strong performance as they
worked together to keep the community safe
during an incredibly challenging quarter.

Acting  Minister for Police and
Emergency Services Danny Pearson
acknowledged the hard work of career and
volunteer firefighters across the state during
exceptional circumstances, many of whom
played a critical role in consecutive crises
with the bushfires of 2019/20 followed
quickly by the onset of the coronavirus
pandemic.

“The data released highlights the ongoing
dedication of our career and volunteer
firefighters, who have worked hard to meet
targets designed to keep Victorians safe
during these challenging and extraordinary
times. | thank them for their incredible
work,” Mr Pearson said.

“This was a period of significant
disruption at the height of the second
wave of the state’s coronavirus response
and required members to adapt to extra
safety measures including additional PPE
requirements. Through it all, our firefighters
didn’t miss a beat and continued to respond
to provide Victorians with the best service
possible.”

The start of the quarter saw the
introduction of significant fire services
reforms and the establishment of Fire
Rescue Victoria, which replaced the former
Metropolitan Fire Brigade (MFB).

Figures for July to September 2020 show
that FRV responded to 10,860 emergency
and non-emergency incidents including
90.7 per cent of code one incidents (all
emergency call outs) within service delivery
standards overall. 92.9 per cent of structure
fires within 7.7 minutes, above the FRV and
government target of 90 per cent. And 94.6
per cent of Emergency Medical Response
incidents within 9.2 minutes, above the
target of 90 per cent.

Overall, CFA’s state-wide compliance
with the Community Service Delivery
Standard currently sits at 83 per cent from
a 90 per cent target, having responded to
2143 emergency incidents during the July to
September period.

This rate is a measure of the first fire truck
arriving on scene, regardless of brigade area,
and is relevant across all hazard classes.

The FRV data can be viewed at frv.vic.gov.
au/response-times and the CFA data can be
viewed at cfa.vic.gov.au/about/emergency-
response-times

Celebrating Gender Equality

By Tricia Mifsud.

TO celebrate Gender
Equality month in March, the
Murrindindi Shire Council
is hosting a range of events
to encourage inclusion and
equality of all people.

From Monday, March 22
to Sunday, March 28, The
This Girl Can campaign
will also run, and be fully
supported by the council.

The month will conclude
with Victoria’s First Gender
Equality Act 2020 coming
into play on Wednesday,
March 31.

Murrindindi Shire
Mayor, Councillor Sandice
McAulay said that the
commencement of Victoria’s
first Gender Equality Act
marks an important time for
women, not just in our state,
but across the country.

“The Act means that

councils, just like ours, will
be required to take real steps
to achieve gender equality
in the workplace and in the

community,” Cr McAulay
said.

“To mark this momentous
occasion, we thought it
would be a great idea to
create a ‘Gender Equality
Month” and use it as an
opportunity to showcase
some of the fabulous ways
council can  influence
change and take action
to help improve gender
equality in our communities
through the services we
provide.”

Community members will
be treated to a number of
ways to celebrate the month.
The Alexandra Library is
hosting the “Women in Film’
festival. Screenings will be
held on Wednesday, March
24 and Tuesday, March 30.

The Thornton Eildon
District Football Netball
Club (TEDFNC) Women’s
team is holding a “free,

friendly, no obligation”
training session on
Thursday, March 25 to

encourage girls to come

down to the club and see if
the TEDFNC is the place to
begin their football journey.

Know a special woman
in our community who
deserves some recognition?

The council is asking for
video or written submission
of the wonderful women in
Murrindindi, sharing what
about them has inspired the
community.

The videos don’t have to
be anything fancy, or the
picture submitted in the
written response a flashy
portrait.

Just something to
showcase what makes the
woman Yyou are talking
about so inspiring, find out
more the events running
in the shire for Gender
Equality = Month,  visit
murrindindi.vic.gov.au/
genderequalitymonth

To find out more about the
TEDFNC Women’s team
training night, contact Tash
on 0430 119 420.

- for all your

W

ALEXANDRA

Hcorrlmer_cial
. printing
needs

Full colour and spot colour offset
printing, colour photocopying, business
cards, invoice books, flyers and more.

Alexandra Newspapers

Phone 5772 1002

43 Grant Street

Alexandra Vic. 3714

Email: reception

NEWSPAPERS Py Ltd. @alexandranewspapers.com.au
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DO YOU WANT TO HELP VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT
SHAPE OUR FUTURE?

Whether you’re a long-term
local, a regular visitor or
someone who has recently
decided to call Murrindindi
Shire home, Council invites
you to share your ideas and
opinions about what you think
is important for the future of
your community. Together, we’ll
create a refreshed community
vision and your feedback will
help us develop a new Council
Plan, which will guide our work
over the next four years.

To find out more, please give
Council a call on 5772 0333
or visit murrindindi.vic.gov.au/
shapingourfuture

PROPOSED SPEED
ZONE CHANGE

Following a review of the speed
limit along West Bridge Road
and a section of Kinglake-
Glenburn Road (from the front
of The Gums Camping Area

to West Bridge Road), Council
will apply to Regional Roads
Victoria (RRV) to reduce the
speed limit on these roads from
100km/hour to 80km/hour.

This application follows a
community consultation where
the community’s views were
sought about the change.

The majority of submissions
received were in favour of

a speed reduction to 80km/
hour. A number of community
members wanted the speed
limit reduced further, to 60km/
hour. However, RRV has
indicated that it would not
support this further reduction,
given the road’s location is

in a rural setting with sparse
development.

If agreed by RRYV, the speed
limit reduction to 80km/h is

likely to occur in the coming
months.

Get in touch with Council
customer@murrindindivic.gov.au
murrindindivic.gov.au

5772 0333

Are you looking for a new
direction or a different
challenge? Do you love living
in Murrindindi Shire and have
some time to promote our
wonderful region? Murrindindi
Shire Council is supporting

the Alexandra (Alexandra
Tourism), Marysville (MiRa
Marysville) and Yea (Y Water
Discovery Centre) Visitor
Information Centres to recruit
new volunteers - and we need
you! For more information, visit
murrindindi.vic.gov.au/visitorinfo
or call 5797 3394.

JOBS AT COUNCIL

An exciting opportunity exists at
Council for a customer-focused
and talented Statutory Planner
to join our small professional
team. While we are looking

for someone with experience

as a Statutory Planner, we are
also open to applications from
recent graduates.

For more information, please
visit the ‘jobs’ section of our
website or give us a call.

GENDER EQUALITY MONTH

Did you know that Victoria’s
first Gender Equality Act
commences on 31 March 2021?
To recognise its significance,
Council is promoting initiatives
and events throughout the
month of March that celebrate
gender equality.

We’re also calling on
Murrindindi Shire residents to
submit short videos and written
stories about women in our
community who inspire you or
have had an impact on your
life in some way. We’d like

to recognise these amazing
women and share your story
on Council’s website and
Facebook page!

For more information about the
Gender Equality Act and to find
out how you can get involved
in these events and initiatives,
visit murrindindi.vic.gov.au/
genderequalitymonth
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ruth and Justice Commission

THE Healing Foundation has
welcomed the creation of the new
Truth and Justice Commission in
Victoria as a major positive step on
the road to national reconciliation

and healing.
The Healing Foundation
Chairman Professor Steve

Larkin said the lack of a shared
understanding about the truth
of Australia’s history is a
fundamental roadblock to healing
for many Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples. “Truth
telling is at the core of healing,”
Professor Larkin said.

“Reconciliation and healing
can only truly evolve when
the Australian community and
our governments and major
institutions  acknowledge and
repair the wrongs of the past,
understand their ongoing impact,
and make sure that these wrongs,
or similarly damaging actions, are
not occurring today, and are never
repeated in the future.

“There have been important
truth telling initiatives in the past,
including the Royal Commission
into Institutional Responses to
Child Sexual Abuse, but many
aspects of our shared history are
yet to be reckoned with. They
have been hidden, unspoken, and
ignored.

“More than 85 per cent of
Australians believe it is important
to learn about our shared history,
including the occurrence of mass
killings, incarceration, and forced
removal of children.

“It is time for telling, sharing,
discussing, and understanding
Awustralia’s true shared history.

“Many Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples experience
trauma as a result of ongoing
racism, violence and disadvantage.

EVERY

 STAY | SAFE
 STAY | OPEN

For testing locations visit CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

The lack of shared understanding
is also re-traumatising for people
already bearing an unfair burden
of trauma and it can become a
barrier to healing.”

Professor Larkin said that
international research has found
that truth telling is effective at
changing racial attitudes because
once the truth is shared, people
can acknowledge past hurt and
accept responsibility as a means
to walking together in the present.

“Creating safe places where
people can talk and access support
is a crucial first step in the healing
process. It increases a sense
of safety and enables healthy
connections to be built. These are
essential elements of healing from
trauma.

“Making truth telling safe is
essential, but it requires proper
resourcing of  trauma-aware,
healing-informed  services to
support Aboriginal and Torres
Strait  Islander peoples and
communities.”

Aspects of Australia’s history
that are not commonly known
or accepted by the Australian
public, including frontier wars,
massacres, children stolen from
their families and subjected to
physical emotional and sexual
abuse, are a source of ongoing
trauma for many Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples and
a roadblock to reconciliation.

Professor Larkin said that
education is vital if Australia is to
achieve proper reconciliation and
healing.

“Some people say, ‘it’s time
to move on’. But we must know
what we are moving on from,
and many Australians simply
do not understand the impact of
colonisation and actions like the

TEST

forced removal of children from
their families.

“In order to build trust and
respect, it is also crucial for all
Australians to understand pre-
colonial history, to recognise and
learn from the longevity, diversity,
and richness of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples and
cultures.

“Formalised truth telling has
the potential to unite the nation
by giving all Australians a greater
connection to, and knowledge of,
a shared history.

“It is a pathway for Victorians
to address racism and an example
for the rest of the country.

“We must build momentum to
heal the nation,” Professor Larkin
said.

The Healing Foundation’s
Stolen  Generations Resource
Kit for Teachers and Students
has been created to educate
young people about the Stolen
Generations. It makes it easy
for school communities to start
the conversation and inform
classroom discussions using facts,
real examples, and stories.

Nationals leader Peter Walsh
said, “Victoria’s Truth and Justice
process will look to deal with the
issues of the past, but must go
hand in hand with progress on
the issues of today. Aboriginal
Victorians must be given the
opportunity and responsibility of
self-determination. This includes
voicing the pain of the past and
offering a way forward that paves
the way to healing. It’s important
to acknowledge and deal with past
wrongs, but we must continue to
work to ensure we are building
a better future for all Aboriginal
Victorians.”

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Recruitment support targets seasonal workers

AGRICULTURE Victoria is
encouraging farmers across the state
to add the Jobs Victoria online hub
to their recruitment toolkit, and find
local workers as this season’s harvest
continues.

With the Victorian Government’s
new Seasonal Harvest Sign-on
Bonus generating interest in seasonal
work among job seekers, now is a
great time to get jobs posted.

The sign-on bonus offers workers
$2430 for eight weeks’ work, if
they’ve taken up a harvest job since
February 17.

Businesses across a range of sectors
have used Jobs Victoria (formerly
known as Working for Victoria) to fill
their seasonal workforce needs, from
berry farms, and dairy operations to
large-scale enterprises.

The free online jobs hub allows
employers to post job ads and screen
candidates. Employers are then
matched with jobseekers who have
identified that they have the right
skills and abilities.

The Jobs Victoria platform has
a screening section with up to 15
questions asked of jobseekers, to
ensure candidates understand the
specific nature of the job and the
work involved.

Jobs Victoria has tools and support
services available to help farmers
find the right workers quickly, and to
avoid the turnover of employees who
can be unaware of the nature of farm
work.

“Recruiting is a specialist task, but
including some key details in job ads
can make all the difference in finding
the right worker for the job,” Jobs
Victoria CEO Lisa Buckingham said.

“It’s important the job ad informs
jobseekers about the realities of the
work, the location, days and hours of
work, transport requirements and the
working environment.

Every test keeps us on top of this virus.

And keeps us doing the things we love.

So even if your symptoms are mild,

or you've been tested before, every test helps.

“Getting this right from the start
will help employers attract suitable
jobseekers, those who understand
what’s required and are committed to
the job.”

Jobs Victoria can assist farmers to
register and use the platform, as well
as providing advice on how to craft
effective job ads and streamline the
recruitment processes.

For those businesses looking to
employ six or more workers, Jobs
Victoria can assist with posting
and managing jobs on the platform,
provide a list of candidates, review
candidate resumes and even conduct
phone screening.

Jobs Victoria is one of a number
of ways the Victorian Government
is working to support farmers with
their seasonal workforce needs.

As part of the government’s $57
million  comprehensive  support
package, Agriculture Victoria’s
Seasonal Workforce Coordinators
are working with businesses in
all the major horticulture regions,
linking farmers, industry groups,
employers, labour hire agencies and
local government to help find local
solutions to workforce shortages.

The $6  million  Seasonal
Workforce Accommodation Program
is also helping to remove barriers to
work, providing grants for regionally
based, industry-led projects that
provide additional accommodation,
transport and support services for
seasonal workers.

To contact a Seasonal Workforce
Coordinator in your area, email
seasonalworkforce@agriculture.
voc.gov.au

To register with Jobs Victoria
and seek recruitment support,
visit jobs.vic.gov.au/help-for-
employers/register-to-find-
workers

ORIA

State
Government
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Historic
Winton
to be a
restricted
event

THE Austin 7 Club has announced that
Historic Winton 2021 will be a restricted
event, under a Tier Three Permit.

Attendance on Saturday, May 22 and
Sunday, May 23 will be limited to car
and motor bike entrants, their pit crews
and required officials.

At this stage, no public tickets will be
available, and invitations to Car Clubs
will not be possible.

Austin 7 Club are saddened the event
will not take its usual shape, and have
not made this decision lightly. The
costs involved in the strict COVIDSafe
compliance and the continually changing
government requirements, has led us to
this decision.

Historic Winton is a unique event.
There is a fabulous mix of racing cars
and motor bikes, heritage and vintage
displays, regular vendors, advertisers
and sponsors, many hundreds of display
vehicles from many clubs, and of course
the loyal public.

Should restrictions ease, Austin 7
Club may be able to offer a limited
number of spectator tickets, and these
would be made available online.
Updated information will be provided
on the club’s social media and website
historicwinton.org/
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Local receive scholarship to support
tertiary medicine education

LOCAL Yea resident Chris
Curry was one of two recipients
to accept the Yeah Distrcit
Memorial ~ Hospital ~ Annual
Scholarship Fund to help support
his tertiary education studies in
the health and medicine industry.

Presented on Friday, March
19 at Yea District Memorial
Hospital, the financial award
will go towards Chris’ expenses

as he completes his course in
ambulance and paramedics.

“It’s amazing, just having
the opportunity to put this
towards a real education. It’s
indescribable, that’s the best
way to put it,” Chris said at the
presentation.

Those in attendance at the
presentation  were  Louise

Sharkey, Yea Hospital Board
Member and CEO of Nursing
of Kellock Lodge Jo Cavill and
Chair of Yea Hospital Board lan
Marshman.

Kiera Bradley, who was
unfortunately absent for the
presentation, was the other
successful participant, with the
award going toward her nursing
and midwifery studies.

The scholarship was available
for anyone locally who is
studying health and medicine at
a tertiary level, and of the five
applications received, Chris
and Kiera were the successful
candidates.

“It’s about supporting local
people to study, but particularly
tostudy in the health profession,”
Louise Sharkey said.

2022
Enrolments
Now Open

St Mary's College

'Engaging Hearts, Equipping Minds'

Open Day

I\/Ionday March 29 2021

Tours available at 10am, 2pm and 5.30pm.

Visitors will meet the Principal and experience the College first hand.

To book a tour please visit our website:
www.smseymour.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-information

90 High Street Seymour
PO Box 269, Seymour

Office Hours: 8:15am-4:30pm

Email: enrolments@smseymour.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.smseymour.catholic.edu.au
Facebook.com/stmarysseymour

Tel: (03) 5792 2611
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European Wasps
out in force
across the shire

IT’S that time of year
again. Autumn has well
and truly arrived and the
shire is starting to see
an increase in European
Wasp activity.

Murrindindi Shire
Council wants to remind
everyone that everyone
needsto lend a hand when
it comes to controlling
wasp numbers.

Council’s Environment
Portfolio Councillor,
Karine Haslam said
council has received an
increased number of calls
about wasp numbers and
nests over the last couple
of weeks.

“It’s important to be
on the lookout for nests
over the next couple
of months. February
through to April is their
most active months and
we’re getting a lot of
reports on wasp activity,
particularly in Thornton
and Eildon” Cr Haslam
said.

“Each one of us has
a  responsibility  to
destroy nests if we find
one on your property.
Sometimes they are hard
to identify as they’re
usually in the ground.
But if you keep a lookout
during the day when
wasps are more active,
you’'re more likely to
spot them leaving and re-
entering their nest.”

For more information
on European Wasps,
including how to identify
wasps and nests and
procedures on how to
safely eradicate them,
please visit council’s
website at murrindindi.
vic.gov.au and search
‘wasps’.

People requiring
further advice on how
to deal with a wasp nest
on their property or to
report a nest on council
land can contact 5772
0333.

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

by Tricia Mifsud

EVERYONE in the Yea district knows Ellie Gay.
And if you’re one of the few who don’t know Ellie,
you’d definitely know her crazy purple hairdos.

In February, Ellie sustaine a spinal injury which
has left her with no use of her legs.

“l don’t remember anything about the accident.
All I remember is that | had a couple friends over
for some drinks and cards. We decided to go outside
and have a ride in our John Deere gator, which is
our farm vehicle,” Ellie said.

“My mate was driving and | don’t know if
he misjudged the landscape of the property, but
almost next minute | was apparently thrown from
the vehicle and I think the gator landed right on top
of me.”

However in true Ellie spirit, only three weeks
after her accident, she has learnt how to sit up by
herself, and use a wheelchair.

With such improvements, Ellie has moved to the
rehabilitation facility at the Royal Talbot Hospital
in Kew to prepare for her return back to the life she
has missed out on for the last month.

Ellie has remained positive over the last month,
grateful that she will be able to return back to doing
most of the things she loves.

“l work at Yea Automatic in customer services.
I am going to be able to do 90 per cent of my job
when I’'m back. My boss is even redesigning the
store so that | can be completely independent when
I am back.”

Sarah Wilkins, who has been best friends with
Ellie for the last 20 years created a Go Fund Me
page to help raise funds to purchase a “whiz bang
purple wheelchair”.

In only 11 days of the fundraiser being live, gen-
erous donators have contributed $8205 to help fund
the wheelchair.

“It has been absolutely crazy! We’ve only been
here for five years but the community have been
magnificent,” Ellie said.

“l don’t think | understood what community
really meant until | moved to Yea. It wasn’t my
injury that I needed to understand, the biggest thing
I’ve got my head around is community.”

“When I’m back home, I’m going to have to start
at FoodWorks and work my way back down saying
hi to everyone and letting them know | am back.”

Prior to Ellie’s accident, she was a woman on the
go, attending to her farm. The funds raised will go
towards purchasing an electric, four-wheel-drive
wheelchair so Ellie can continue to do all the things
that she loves.

“The wheelchair will be something to help me
out on the farm, pruning the fruit trees, and just to
get around the property easier,” Ellie said.

Any leftover funds after purchasing the wheel-
chair will go toward supporting further medical
bills and house and car modifications to make
Ellie’s transition back to everyday life as smooth
as possible.

If you would like to donate, please visit au.go-
fundme.com/f/lets-get-ellie-a-whiz-bang-wheel-
chair

Let’'sgetEllieapurplewheelchair
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Ellie and Sarah share a very special friendship.
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Overcoming injury to become a national champion

ELISA Grobe is the organiser of Extreme
Cowboy Racing in Yarck. The club was
started by Daryl Crowe in 2017, a horseman
from Mansfield who runs clinics and an
equine construction business. After a time,
he became too busy and “handed over the
reins” (so to speak) to Elisa in around 2018.
It was off the ground and running in early
2019.

In 2018, Elisa qualified to compete at the
world finals in Texas, so this had to be her
priority in the short term. She competed in
the Intermediate Division, which is third
from the top in terms of difficulty, as well
as in the International Division. She placed
sixth out of a field of 32 in the Intermediates,
and placed sixth in the International Division
as well.

Adding to the degree of difficulty, she was
competing on a borrowed horse due to the
challenges of taking a horse to the USA. She
was only able to ride the borrowed horse for
a week and a half before competing.

She went over with two other Australians,
and was coached by multiple world
champion Annie Chance.

The club days have been mainly held in
Yarck, and since rebooting the club, they
have averaged at least 20 riders at each club
day. They tend to run a club day once each
month, depending on the state of the grounds
following rain. While they can use other
locations, there does tend to be a slowdown
over the cooler months. With the pandemic,
“we’re just trying to slot things in where we
can,” Elisa said.

They held their first event in October
2019, which they called a Halloween Run.
There were papier mache gravestones and
other decorations. There were about 70
entries in the first race of the series. They
have had three more races since then, but
unfortunately the pandemic got in the way
and their fourth race had to be cancelled.

They held another race in December 2020,
with about 80 entries from as far afield as

Leeton in NSW. Other competitors came
from Colac and Geelong.

The 2019 National Championships were
moved to January 2021 in Ballarat. The
Yarck club sent over Elisa and her nephew
Rylan. Elisa competed on one of Rylan’s
horses in the Greenhorse Division, an entry
level competition for younger horses, and
rode her own horse in Non-Pro and Pro.
Rylan rode one of Elisa horses in the Young
Guns Division.

The other competitors in Rylan’s division
had to pull out, so Rylan came first. Elisa
added that, “He did some really good runs.”
He moves up a division this year.

Elisa competed against seven riders in
the Greenhorse Division and she won both
rounds and the National Championship. She
came third overall in the other two divisions.

Aweek afterwards, it was off to Benalla for
the Cowboy Classic with 167 competitors.
Elisa again took out the Non-Pro and Pro
Divisions.

Another race was held in Lancefield in
early February, but unfortunately Elisa’s
horse chose not to perform well as he hadn’t
had enough exposure.

Elisa first became involved in Extreme
Cowboy Racing when she attended an
event run by Daryl Crowe in Mansfield.
She YouTubed the Cowboy Up Challenge
beforehand and thought it was awesome, and
“The element of control that these people
had over their horses was just phenomenal.”

Growing up, she had always wanted a
horse that could do a bit of everything, “and
this really encapsulated that.”

She decided to give it a go. It was a big
decision as she had suffered a workplace
injury and two years of not really being
able to walk. She bought some cheap flags
and started practicing. When she went to
the event, she managed to win the Novice
Division out of about 20 riders. She was
hooked, although it usually takes her a few
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days to recover following an event.

Her second race was in Elmore and she
again won the Novice Division and came
third in the Intermediate Division. She tried
Non-Pro and managed to win that as well. “I
burst into tears,” she said.

Her horse also suffered health issues, and
she almost lost him three times due to a
twisted bowel. Fortunately he recovered and
now, “l can put just about anything in front
of him and ask him to do anything, and he’ll
just do it, no questions asked.”

She’s recently been accepted into the
Australia’s Greatest Horsewoman event to
be held in October in the Tatura Equestrian
Centre and is keen to hear from anyone
interested in sponsoring her.

In Extreme Cowboy events, there might
be jumps, or dressage manoeuvres, bridges,
water courses, crossing branches, cattle
work, dragging objects, roping objects
including cattle, going under things and over
things, a raised seesaw, and so on.

The whole sportis based on sportsmanship,
with high levels of trust between the horse
and rider. “It’s also about teaching the horse
where to put his feet,” Elisa said. A horse
might need to cross a bridge which is 29cm
wide, for example, and the rider needs to
teach the horse to put one foot in front of the
other and not slip off.

“It’s everything that would scare a normal
horse,” she said.

Her whole family is now involved in the
sport. There’s her nephew of course, and her
two sisters also participate. Her mother and
Bayden also help out.

They might also do some work with
the Barrel Racing Association in Barjarg
moving forward.

Following their December meet, Elisa
organised a trail ride for the following day,
so people could relax. It meant that people
could make a weekend of it, instead of
travelling back and forth in the one day.

= —
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Rylan and his horse at the Halloween-themed event. -S

Rylan wasn’t initially showing a lot of
interest in the sport, but after he saw Elisa
participating, she took some items over to
his place and started having a play. It started
to intrigue him. He started having a play as
well, “and it’s all he wanted to do in the end,”
Elisa said. She eventually told him to go and
make a course for himself. When he did it,
he told her that she had to do the course.

In his first event, Elisa and Rylan swapped
horses. The horse Rylan was riding already
knew what it was doing, so they had to teach
him about “driving’ the horse.

He started some lessons with Steph
Lancefield in Merton, and had him work at
controlling the horse.

Her sister Tam is now the club’s vice
president.

Elisa’s mother added, “It’s becoming so
popular. It’s amazing the comments that
Elisa gets after every event, how they love
coming to our club events because it’s
like a big happy family. Everybody helps
everybody. They cheer everybody on. It’s
just amazing. It’s a great club.”

They have regular ‘come and try’ days.

If you have a horse and are keen to give
the sport a go, contact Elisa on 0419 692 831
or email highcountryexca@yahoo.com

| ".{-.1
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Elisa receiving her award. -S
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Sc

ience

YEA High School Year nine and ten have
had an interesting start to the term with a
range of interesting science programs.

Recently a group of students visited the
Gene Technology Access Centre to become
immersed in the field of forensic science.

The students used blood typing and DNA
analysis to place a suspect at a crime scene.
Through the examination of seminal cases
students consider the role of forensic science
in police investigations.

Students utilised models to explore the
structure and function of DNA, the nature
of chromosomes and the principles of
inheritance and apply their understandings
to the analysis of Short Tandem Repeats
(STRs) to identify individuals.

In the laboratory students performed
blood typing diagnostics to eliminate
suspects from a crime scene. They then

used E-gels to perform gel electrophoresis,
creating a DNA profile for the remaining
suspects and the blood found at the crime
scene. Their final results placed a single
suspect at the crime scene.

Meanwhile biology students have been
investigating factors affecting rates of
photosynthesis. As part of their experimental
work, students used leaf discs to measure
the rate of photosynthesis occurring under
different coloured light.

They infiltrated leaf discs with
bicarbonate solution, graphed their results
and calculated the ET50 (extrapolated time
for 50 per cent of the discs to float.

Students will be assessed in the coming
weeks on their ability to explain the
inputs, outputs and limiting factors of
photosynthesis,  discuss  experimental
design, and outline possible extraneous
variables.

fun at
Yea High School
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Word Search: Kitchen Safety
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ALLERGY
BACTERIA
BANDAIDS
CLEAN
COOKING
DISHES
DISINFECTANT
GAS
GERMS
GLOVES
HAIRTIE
HEAT
HYGIENE
KNIVES
POISON
SAFETY
SMOCK

TEMPERATURE
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PUZZLES

Crossword

ACROSS

1. Ina warm-hearted and
agreeable manner.

4. Frowns with dislike
or displeasure.

8. Go back to a previous
place or condition.

9. The occupation for
which you are trained.

10. A system of weights used
for precious metals.

14. Having an oblique or
slanting position.

15. Infamous by way of being
extremely wicked.

17. A special benefit that's

not for everyone.

A loud, resonant warning

device on a car.

21. Divisible by two without

a remainder.

Aroused to a state of

turbulence and anger.

The popular taste at

any given times.

Travelled along on one’s

course or direction.

DOWN

1. Atraditional Japanese art
of unarmed combat.
2. A community of people
organised into a single state.
3. Knowledge gained through
tradition or anecdote.
5. Squeeze things tightly
into a too small space.

20.

24.

26.

27.

13

SOLUTIONS
Page 15

1

2 3

10

16

11 12

4 5 6 T

13 14

15

17

18 19

20

22

24

26

21

23

25

27

12.

13.

14.

Large marine snails used
as food in Europe.
Distributed here and
there without order.

. Have a strong, often

melancholy desire.
Understand the sense
or meaning of things.
A young female horse
under the age of four.
A sudden or abrupt
strong increase.

16. A physiological need to drink.

17. Express warm approval
and admiration of.

18. Escaped or avoided by
cleverness or deceit.

19. To have in mind for a
particular purpose.

22. A bitter quarrel between

23.

two parties.
The source of an
artist’s inspiration.

Word Search: Earth Moon and Sun
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Difficulty: Medium

Difficulty:
Medium

Fill in the boxes using
the numbers 1 to 6.

Every row and column and
every group of 6 boxes inside
the thicker lines must contain
each number only once.

2

6

6

3

4

4 6

Q: Where was the
below image taken?

Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9.

Every row and column and every group
of 9 boxes inside the thicker lines must
contain each number only once.

4 6
9 8 | 3|2
5 7| s
| al2] |3
2 1 | 4
3 1
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BUSINESS & TRADES DIRECTORY
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TO BOOK AN AD PLEAS

E PHONE 5772 1002 I

ANTENNAS EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING KITCHENS SERVICE STATIONS

Chris's TV

The Television Reception Specialist
Servicing the Murrindindi Shire & Surrounds

e TV & FM radio antennas
e Extra TV wall points

e Phone & data points

e Pay TV & FTA satellite

e CCTV camera systems

Chrlstopher Edwards
0405 554 915

41 Mareeba Ave, Buxton Vic 3711
info@chris-tv.com.au

BRICKLAYING

l KEATH’S EXCAVATIONS P/L, YARCK

1 EARTH MOVING 5

Excavators ~ Dozers ~ Graders ll
Scrapers ~ Loaders ~ Rollers ||}
i Backhoe ~ Water Carts |
Low Loader ~ Tippers B
Trucks &Trailers
i All equipment operated by qualified operators
PERSONAL SUPERVISION - 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE l
B phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 951

| keathsexc@bigpond.com .1
T P R R R PN R R R O T

FENCING

KBRICKLAYING &
- LANDSCAPES

New homes-s- ex‘ten§|0ns=~ :
e renovations plzza ovens
- outdoor entertaining areas
!« outdoor fire_places — .. -
+ all aspects of Iandscape constrpctlon

——

0409 336.327__

CONCRETING

AHevandra &
PREMIX

Serving
the Shire of
Murrindindi for
25 years

? concrete

* sand e screenings e reinforcing steel « plastic

03 5772 1815 or 0408 576 129

Lot 8 Peterkin Place Alexandra 3714,
6 Grevillea Street Yea 3717

EMC0033

email hollis@virtual.net.au

CONVEYANCING

ASargeants

Murrindindi

CONVEYANCING & PROPERTY
TRANSFER SPECIALISTS

Debra Loveday

5772 2500
71 Grant Street, Alexandra

debra@sargeantsm.com.au
‘Your Local Conveyancers’

EMC0135

ELECTRICIANS

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Electrical Technology

» Eco Smart Electrician « Domestic / Commercial
» Undergrounds ¢ Electrical Design
» Cable Locations * Trenching
« Solar Installations
Grid Connect / Off Grid / Batteries

Ph 57510000

info@e-tec.net.au
www.etecelectrical.com.au

Rec N2 12906

| EMC0060

MeMASTER #==mncine
CONTRACTOR

All general farm fencing, cattle yards, sheep yards,
vineyards, on site welding and oxy work.
Tree plantation ripping
5 hydraulic post drivers and pneaumatic drivers
HAY CONTRACTING
Mowing, raking , round and square bales, cartage,
loading, unloading.

GRASS SLASHING
4 extra heavy duty slashers
GENERAL FREIGHT
Hay, timber, wool, steel, grapes, machinery

GLEN (HORACE) McMASTER
5797 2921

k Mobile 0417 529 809 EMC0072

GLAZIERS

ALEXANDRA
WINDSCREENS
& GLASS

Servicing the Murrindindi Shire
for 35 years

% on site 24 hour servicex

*  Automotive glass *
* Household needs *
* Shower screens *
* Shop fronts x

Ph Steve Heard
YOUR LOCAL GLAZIER

0427 577 839

GUTTER CLEANING

HIGH COUNTRY

Supplied and installed
100% Australian Made

- Colourcoded Aluminium Mesh
- Colourcoded Plastic
- Available in Colorbond Colours

- Protects your gutters from
vermin and pests

- Ember Proof

Ph : 0403 194 529

highcountrygutterguard@gmail.com

EMC5767

B3 @ n Ghoonics

Like us on facebook

facebook.com/alexandranewspapers

JMurrindindi
_KITCHENS

Custom built kitchens, 3D kitchen design,
Granite and Reconstituted stone, laundries,
Creative design and quality,
vanities, wardrobes

0409 146 465

38 Johnston St, Alexandra
sales@murrindindikitchens.com

PANEL BEATERS

ALEXANDRA PANELS
&T NG
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
Bianca and Giles Wright

5772 1904

alexandrapanels@gmail.com
3 BUNDERBOWEIK STREET

AFTER HOURS //
! Vi

0483 051 192

PLUMBERS

Lic. No. 37388

» New Homes * Roof & Gutters ¢ Sewer &
Septics ¢ High Pressure Sewer Jetter
* Drain Camera ¢ Pipe & Cable Locator |
+ Water Tanks * Solar HWS * Wood Heaters
Excavators, post hole, rock breaker,
trencher & tip truck hire

0419 553 803

|&M SIMPSON & SON PTY LTD
Established 1953

SimpsonS

25 Aitken Street, Alexandra
Ph 5772 1205

24HR FUEL
PROUDLY AND INDEPENDENTLY

CALTEX LOCALLY OWNED
ELGAS rueLoistriBuor

Suppliers of  degreasers

e bulk fuel e grease guns

* service station facilities * pumps

e oils * greases e accessories

TREE SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL

R

EounTAY TREE CARESERVICES
'I' EE SERVICE

for Alexandra, Yea & the
Murrindindi Region

= Tree pruning & removal = Stump removal
* Qualified climbers & Arborists
* Branch chipping * Consultancy & Tree reports
* Complete insurance ¢ Obligation free quotations

Advanced
TREE CARE

Servicing N.E. Victoria

v Tree Removal v Chipping v’ Qualified
Climbers & Arborists v Fully Insured

v Falling v Mulching v Stump Removal
v Tower Hire / Free Quotes

Please call (0449 810 683

Michael on (03) 5778 7479

WATER BORING

=
|
|
|
{
|
I

™ p— T — T p— . —

DWC0048

GREG CLEMENTS

Plumbing

ALL GENERAL PLUMBING

e Hot & cold water installations
o New work @ Septics

® Sewer repairs 0408 576 287
o Gas fitti
S No.2539%6  Phone (03) 5797 2831

WATER BORING

No water, no charge
after free site inspection
Ph Des Murray

0428 518 159

EMC0125

WATER CARTAGE
e

G (Jack) McMaster

Plumbing LicNo 29767  YOUR LOCAL PLUMBER
* New work & Renovations * Domestic & Commercial
» Septic tanks, Water tanks * Pumps etc + Gas Fitting

*Roofing & Spouting ¢ Trenching * Backflow Prevention

Ph 0428 972 386

North Central Water Cartage

"27 500 Litres"

Food grade stainless steel tank
Servicing: Alexandra, Mansfield, Yea, Narbethong

Call Matt 0408 104 644

BOOK YOUR SPACE IN
THE BUSINESS & TRADES
DIRECTORY TODAY!

Phone: 5772 1002
Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au
Deadline: 12 noon Thursdays

43 Grant Street, Alexandra VIC 3714

The e Chronicle

L

ALEXANDRA

NEWSPAPERS
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TWO members of Federal Parliament have
joined the voices calling for action on sex
discrimination and violence against women.

Dr Helen Haines, Independent Federal
Member for Indi, said that leadership in
Parliament will bring about the changes to
the workplace.

“Here in the Parliament of Australia we’ve
seen and heard of the most horrendous
allegations of serious crimes against women.
This has to stop, but words alone won’t
make it stop. It’s action. It’s leadership,” Dr
Haines said.

Senator Bridget McKenzie added that the
Women of the National Party stand with
the Australians who have raised concerns
regarding violence against women, unsafe
workplaces, and the perceived lack of justice
for those who have endured sexual assault.

“We are proud to strongly represent the
women of regional Australia, and by already
being in Parliament and in the room, we can
ensure their concerns are raised within this
place,” Senator McKenzie said.

Dr Haines said that the Sex Discrimination
Bill that was presented to the house last
week gave a strong sign to women.

That’s what | call on the government to
show that its words have meaning. Show
some leadership. Work with us. We’re not
here to play party games. We’re not here for
political stunts. We are here to do real things
for real people,” Dr Haines said.

Dr Haines added that the people in the
Indi electorate were interested in action that
will see women feel safe, describing the
legislation today as an important journey
that was long overdue.

Senator McKenzie said that all Australians
should feel safe when attending their place
of work and Federal Parliament was no
different.

“Indeed this building should lead by
example. We will always stand up for
women, particularly for those from regional
Australia, who raise concerns regarding
unsafe workplaces or poor workplace
culture,” Senator McKenzie said.

Victorians asked to explain
why they didn’t vote

THE Victorian Electoral Commission
(VEC) is urging Victorians who were sent an
Apparent Failure to Vote Notice to respond
by the 28 day deadline with a detailed
explanation.

The notice, which is a not a fine, asks
apparent non-voters for a reason for why
they appear not to have voted in the 2020
local council elections.

A detailed response with supporting
documentation, where possible, will help
to determine if the excuse is considered
sufficient, while ignoring the notice, or not
providing a sufficient reason for not voting,
may result in an infringement notice and a
penalty of $83.

Electoral Commissioner, Warwick Gately,
said that recipients should contact the VEC

for assistance if unsure what to do, rather
than ignore the notice.

“If you need help understanding what
the notice means and what you need to do,
you can call us on 1300 551 575 or visit our
website at vec.vic.gov.au. We are seeking
from you a reason why you appear not to
have voted,” Mr Gately said.

“l also encourage you to sign up to our
VoterAlert service, to make sure you’re
notified whenever there’s a state or local
council election happening.”

People can sign up at vec.vic.gov.au/
voteralert to receive important reminders
about upcoming state and local council
elections.

TRIVIA

Leckie Park Creek, Paynes Avenue
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Haines and McKenzie take a stand

“As Senators and Members of Parliament,
we will continue to work within this building
to bring forward their concerns and drive
change,” she said.

Dr Haines said that she had a bill before
the House called the Commonwealth
Parliamentary ~ Standards  Bill 2020
that would establish an independent

commissioner who could address serious
workplace complaints.

“It’s a bill that has been sitting in the house
since October, last year. I’ve called upon the
government and I’ve met with the Attorney
General several times to allow me to debate
that bill. These are reforms that can actually
make a difference,” she said.

o

Now is a good time to start snake-proofing your home )

Snake-proofing
your home

AS we start to approach the cooler
months of the year, it is now the best
time to consider snake proofing your
home. With less chances of spotting the

reptiles hunting their prey, or having

a bake in the sun, it’s much safer to
approach those areas that snakes may
hide in during the warmer months.

There are a number of very simple
yet effective ways to minimise the
chances of finding a snake on your door
step. While these precautions will not
guarantee a snake-free property, it can
put your mind at ease knowing that you
have done what you can to keep them
away.

Snake hiding spots

It is important to routinely check hiding
spots that snakes may be hiding in on
your property. Doing this through all
months of the year is important. Using a
flashlight, not your hands or feet, look in
places like rock piles, stacked wood, tall
and out-grown grass and gardens, deep
cracks in concrete, and under storage
buildings like sheds.

Snake proof solutions

Keeping a clean garden is a simple and
effective way to reduce the likelihood
of snakes around your home. Keep your
lawn cut low as unkempt grass is one of
the easiest ways a snhake can play hide
and seek with you.

A process of snake-proofing your
home is to target any mice and rat
problems you may have around your
property. A simple way to do this
is to place rodent bait around your
house. The less mouse and rats around
your house, the less chance of snakes;
who doesn’t want to eliminate three
unwanted visitors?

Another animal that is very well
known for attracting the slivering
critters are chickens and other birds.
Of course, we are not suggesting a bait
technique for your chickens, but there
are simple ways to keep them safe, in
turn keeping your family safe. Place
a mesh covering or similar around
any chook pens and aviaries, this will
reduce the chance of snakes preying on
your birds.

Don’t forget inside your house

This could be much more frightening
for your family. A snake outside is one
thing, but knowing that the slithering
critter has found its way inside? Again
like the outdoors, there are some simple
ways to make sure you do not have any
unwelcomed visitors.

This works for outside as much as
inside, but ensuring any holes and
cavities are sealed up is crucial. Snakes
love to hide, with holes being a great
place for them as they can curl up to fit
the size.

And if all this fails and you still
find a snake on your property?

Call the experts. Don’t try to be Steve
Irwin and grab the snake, take photos
of the snake or find a terrarium for the
snake. You may think you know what
type a snake has made its way to your
back door, but in reality, the colour of
a snake isn’t always exacted correlated
to its type.

A snake catcher or pest controller
will be able to safely capture the snake
and relocate it away from your property
without harming the animal or any of
your family.
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Classified
information

Office hours

Alexandra

Monday -Thursday 9am-5pm
Fridays 9am-3pm
Ph 5772 1002
E: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Yea

Wednesday & Friday 10am-4pm.
Ph: 5797 2468
E: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Deadline - Noon Monday

Proofs

Line ads — proofs not supplied
Display — will only be supplied if requested

Payment

Payment is required when placing the
advertisement. Cash, cheque or credit card
facilities available. Master Card or Visa (no
AMEX). Non-payment prior to deadline may

result in advertisement not appearing.

Death notices

Cannot be published without confirmation
or authority from a direct family member or
funeral director.

Vehicles/Deals on Wheels

Registration or VIN number must be included
in advertisement. Deals on Wheels will run for
8 weeks unless cancelled when sold.

Bargains under $100

Either one item to the value of $100 or
several items not totalling more than $100.

Animals

It is an offence to advertise the sale of a dog
or cat unless the microchip identification
number of the animal is included in the
advertisement. A registered domestic animal
business may use its council business
registration number as an alternative.

Refunds or credits

Check your advertisement on its first
appearance. Although every care is taken
to ensure your advertisement is correct
errors can occur. Notify us immediately
if there are errors in your advertisement.
Refunds or credits will not be issued if your
advertisement has appeared numerous
times and you have not notified us. Credits
or refunds will not be given if advertisements
appear out of order.

Conditions of advertising

Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd has the right
to refuse any advertisement. Alexandra
Newspapers Pty Ltd gives no guarantee for
positioning of advertisements.

Copy right
Material published in this edition is
subject to copyright provisions and cannot
be used without the company’s permission.
Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd accepts
no responsibility for the unauthorised
republication of such material.

Print Post Approved - PP 100000292.

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Call 5772 1002 now
to book your ad today!
Fax 5772 1603 or Email

reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

MEETINGS SITUATION VACANT

ALEXANDRA RACECOURSE AND

RECREATION RESERVE
PUBLIC MEETING

To be held on Tuesday, March 30, 2021 at
7.30pm in the Goldfields Room at The Corner
Hotel, Grant Street, Alexandra. At this meeting
nominations will be accepted from each of
the user groups as well as 2 community
nominations for appointment on the reserve as
the Committee of Management for a term of 3
years. The current committee’s term will expire
on April 14.
All positions will be declared vacant and
nominations will be accepted on the night.
Further information, nomination forms and
nominee declaration forms may be obtained
by contacting the Alexandra DELWP office or
at the meeting. For further enquiries, please
contact the secretary, Barb Gamble on
0417 013 701.

McKenzie’'s Full Time

Tourist Services Pty Ltd ~ Bus Driver
Since 1927

Long term employment opportunity with
our team. Family owned business, Buxton
start and finish. School run AM and PM.
Service to Ringwood and return. Daily
overtime, weekend overtime available.

Please send your resume or enquiry to
mckenzies@bigpond.com or phone
5962 5088.

WILLIAMSON, Ross
Milton
14/10/1958-15/03/2021
Died  peacefully  at
home. Loving and caring
husband of Jane, father
of Rebecca and Wayne.
Father-in-law of Matt and
Ananya, grandfather of
Chloe and Kaiden. You
will be forever in our
heart and sadly missed,
and always loved by all
who knew you.

CARAVANS

JB CARAVANS Dreamline 2000 model,
production year October 2013, reg Y65756,
tandem axel, semi-off road, checker plate
stone protection all sides, body 20ft,
overall 25° 6”, gtm rating at 2290kgs,
queen size island bed with i/s mattress,
full ensuite with sep large shower, vanity
area and sep toilet, wall mounted TV with
wind-up antenna, microwave, gas/electric
cook top, radio, DVD player, external
speakers, factory installed solar system,
Dometic 3 ways 2 door 190ltr fridge/
freezer, air command IBIS-3 air cond/
ceiling mounted, gas/electric h/w service,
external side table and gas connection
socket, twin long range water tanks,
all windows with inbuilt fly and shade
blinds, generator storage cabinet, large
awning, annex and unused caravan cover,
complete Hayman Reece tow kit, This is an
immaculate caravan featuring all the latest
fittings, interior is absolutely unmarked
due to little use. Being sold due to elderly
owners’ health reasons.

Located at Eildon Asking price $48,500.

Ph 0419 206 410.

GENERAL HAND/LABOURER

(Full Time Position)
Eildon Outboard Service is in need of a
General Hand/Labourer for immediate start.
The applicant must be enthusiastic, physically
fit, reliable, punctual, work well as part of a
team and must be able to work independently
with minimum supervision. Duties will include
preparing and painting engine/sterndrive parts,
manual lifting, outdoor garden maintenance,
cleaning boats/cars etc, assisting mechanics
when required and other general labouring
duties.

Applications close:

Monday, March 29 at 4pm.

Please send resumes to:
eildonoutboard@virtual.net.au
(References required and will be checked) For
more information please email
orcall 5774 2132.

TED

ENGINEERING

WE ARE HIRING

We have 2 positions at Hunted Engineering.

1. SKILLED LABORER/ TRAY INSTALLER
welding experience preferred but not essential

2. QUALIFIED BOILER MAKER/ SHEET
METAL WORKER

Applicants need to be energetic, hardworking,
honest and reliable. With the ability to work
independently as well as in a team environment.
Someone who has attention to detail and takes
pride in their work is also a must.

If you feel you fit the requirements please send
resumes to huntedengineering@hotmail.com
or for any further questions please call
0427 937 404.

WILLIAMSON, Ross
Steve, Alicia, Caitlyn and
Chole will miss you mate,
thanks for everything.
Rest in Peace.
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WILLIAMSON, Ross
District 12 staff
and volunteers are
saddened by the

sudden passing of
Ross. We acknowledge
his significant

contribution as the
Captain of the Yea Fire
Brigade (22 years), to
the Yea Road Accident
Rescue team and his
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WILLIAMSON, Ross
The Yea CFA will miss
you greatly and wish to
offer our condolences
to the family. Great
mate. Great colleague
and great mentor. We
will always miss your
great stories. Ross will
never be forgotten.

L ALl

FUNERAL
NOTICES

MEADE, Tom

The committee and
members of the Yea
Football Netball Club
would like to extend our
sincere condolences to
the family and friends
on the passing of Tom
Meade. Tom was Yea
Senior Coach in 1971

SITUATION VACANT

-
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EILDON

BOAT CLURB

BAR and BISTRO

Part Time and Casual

Regular nights and weekends

required.

Experience and RSA an advantage but not
essential.

Send resumes through to
office@eildonboatclub.com.au or call

5774 2040

hours,

COUNTRY CLUB HOTEL
YEA

BAR MANAGER
FULL TIME

Must have prior experience. Weekday and
weekend work.
BAR/WAITER/WAITRESS
CASUAL

Must have prior experience. Weekdays and
some weekends.

Email resume to john@venombeer.com

ALEXANDRA =72
NEWSPAPERS ﬂ

PART TIME
OFFICE ADMIN ASSISTANT

A part time position has become available with
Alexandra Newspapers for an office admin
assistant to join our busy reception team.
You will be based in our Alexandra Office.

REQUIREMENTS:

» Excellent customer service is essential

» Computer skills essential. Email, Excel
and Word a must.

» Be well groomed, friendly and punctual

» Excellent communication skills and
phone manner

» Previous admin experience an advantage

« Ability to work in a close knit team

TASKS:

» Telephone duties

¢ Assisting customers at reception

 Accepting advertising via phone and
reception

« Assist with preparation of weekly newspapers

» Photocoping/filing/general admin duties

+ On job training will be provided

This position will initally be for 10 hours per
week over two days, with the possibility of
increasing hours. Applicant will need to be
available to fill in for holidays, sick leave and
extra hours as requested.

Please email cover letter and resume
addressing above criteria with three
references to
manager@alexandranewspapers.com.au
Applications close March 26, 2021

Thr Aea Chronicle

time spent as a Deputy

Group Officer, Yea and 1972.
Group.

Ross was the

recipient of a National

Emergency Medal, FOR HIRE
a National Medal 1st

Clasp and a 35 Year
Service Medal.

The Chairman, Board,
Management and
members  of  CFA
regret the passing of
their colleague and
offer their deepest
sympathy to his family,
to the Yea Fire Brigade,
surrounding  brigades
and their communities.

FITNESS
EQUIPMENT

Rental and Sales
Alexandra
Treadmills, X- trainers,
exercise bikes, rowers
and more.
PH:0407 231 377

SITUATION VACANT

St Mary’s College
Seymour

College Nurse

St Mary’s College is a Foundation
Year 10 Catholic College

Applications for a College Nurse position,
commencing Term 2 2021, are invited from
enthusiastic and committed nurses to join our
wonderful college community. The position is
full time equivalent, fixed term for 2021 with the
possibility of becoming ongoing.

The successful applicant will be a Registered
Nurse (Division 1) with the Nursing and
Midwifery Board of Australia (ANMF), provide
high quality nursing care, manage a fluctuating
workload, possess excellent interpersonal
skills with an ability to work autonomously
and collaboratively, and have a demonstrated
commitment to Catholic education and to the
safety and wellbeing of children. Knowledge of
school nursing and child and adolescent health
development is desirable.

Please contact the Business Manager, Mrs
Felicity Melville via email at felicity.melville@
smseymour.catholic.edu.au for a detailed role
description and an application form.

Please forward a resume, covering letter
addressing the selection criteria and a
completed application form to the Principal,
Mr Wayne Smith at employment@smseymour.
catholic.edu.au by 4pm, Wednesday April 7
2021.

This school community promotes the safety,
wellbeing and inclusion of all children.
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Call 5772 1002 now to book your ad today!

FOR SALE

MUSHROOM
MULCH
Bulk loads, delivered
Yea and district.
Ph Rob Collins

5797 2366.

MOTORISED SCOOTER
almost new $3000, BLOW
UP BOAT used once $30
WHIPPER SNIPPER
almost new $50 LADIES
BIKE $15 BOWLING
ARM $40. Ph Val 5772
1501 or 0478 227 931.

GARAGE SALES

EILDON 802 Back
Eildon Road. Easter
Saturday and Sunday April
3 and 4 from 9am-3pm.

MEETINGS

Yea-Kinglake RSL
Annual General
Meeting
RSL Hall, Friday, March
26, 2021 at 11.30am.
Enquiries to secretary

5796 9353.

MEETINGS

ALEXANDRA  AND
DISTRICT DARTS
ASSOCIATION

Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, March 31.
7pm at Rubicon Hotel.

EILDON  PRIMARY
SCHOOL COUNCIL
AGM will be held in the
Multi  Purpose Room
on Thursday, March 25,
2021 at 7.30pm.

THE ACHERON CFA
Brigade Biennial General
Meeting and Elections
will be held at the
Acheron Hall at 10.30am
on Sunday, March 28,
followed by morning tea.
All welcome.

PETS &
LIVESTOCK

ISA BROWN LAYERS
- POL, $24 each. Ph
5798  1868.  Pick-up
in Alexandra or Yea.
freerangehens.com.au

WORK WANTED

CLEANER commercial
and private homes. $30
p/h. Ph Sue 0418 430 708.

FOR SALE

BARGAINS
UNDER $100

Advertise for FREE* in
the classifieds in Alexandra
Standard and Yea Chronicle

Maximum 28 words

Name:

Fill in the coupon, one word per box and
drop into Alexandra Newspapers - 43 Grant
Street, Alexandra or, 92 High Street Yea or
email reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au.
NO LATER THAN NOON MONDAY.

Phone:

Address:

*Conditions apply

ALENANDRA g_
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Discover your
backyard this Easter
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WITH the colourful days of
autumn almost upon us and
Easter and school holidays just
around the corner now is the
perfect time to discover our
district with family and friends.

The Alexandra Timber and
Tramway Museum is open over
the Easter weekend, April 3 and
4, between 10am and 4 pm and
more generally every second
and fourth Sunday of each
month.

The Museum gives a great
insight into the rail history of
the area as well as the chance
to ride on a heritage train. It is
perfect for the young and the
young at heart.

A monthly market also
operates in the Museum’s
grounds on the second Saturday
of each month from September
through to May.

The Kin Playspace at Gallipoli
Park in Marysville is a fantastic
adventure playground suitable
forall ages. With interactive play
equipment, meandering paths
and beautiful sculptures and
nature art, there is something to
suit kids of all ages.

There are also free barbecues,
picnic  facilities and an
undercover area. The play space
sits right next to the Steavenson
River, creating an ideal
destination for a day trip.

For those interested in a
family-friendly walk, there are
the Steavenson Falls. From the
start of the trail at the car park,
it’s an easy stroll to the base of
the waterfall.

Those looking for more of
a workout, can choose a more
challenging route to the upper
viewing platform to take
in views over the falls and
beyond to Marysville. For those
looking to start their walk from
Marysville, the 7km return walk
to the falls via the Tree Fern
Gully trail is a great choice.

The Y Water Discovery
Centre is an excellent place to
discover the important role that
water and wetlands play in our
natural environment. The centre
hosts some fantastic interactive
activities for children and
information which captures the
history and importance of the
Yea Wetlands.

Outside, you can venture
along the boardwalks and tracks

Alexandra Timber Tramway Museum Sarah Frank Photography

within the wetlands, which
meander around the lagoons and
billabongs formed by the Yea
River. The wetlands are home
to platypus, Rakali and a wide
variety of fish. Visitors may also
be lucky enough to spot a shy
swamp wallaby or one of the
many species of frogs that live
there.

For a bit more adventure,
there is a range of family-
friendly mountain bike parks in
Murrindindi Shire. Buxton, a
short distance from Marysville,
is home to one of the most
popular mountain bike parks. It
offers a fantastic range of trails
of varying lengths for riders of
all abilities and is set among
towering gums. For those just
starting out, there is a short 500
metre ‘green’ trail, which loops
through the bush, close to the
river.

Both Lake Mountain and
Eildon offer a range of mountain
bike trails to keep avid bike
riders entertained, including
the epic Cascades trail running
from the top of Lake Mountain
all the way down to Marysville.

Murrindindi Scenic Reserve
is an ideal choice for a family
camping adventure. Located
between Yea and the Kinglake
Ranges, the reserve boasts a
selection of great camping spots,
all set along the Murrindindi
River.

Pack the tent, sleeping bags
and mats and the cooking gear
or roll in with a camper trailer
and set up a campsite among
the bush. Get the marshmallows
ready and enjoy the starry skies
in true camping style. The
next day, take a stroll along
the river or walk to the foot of
Wilhelmina Falls.

There’s so much to see and
do in Murrindindi’s backyard
this Easter. To find out more
visit discoverdindi.com.au/
yourbackyard or drop into
one of the Visitor Information
Centres, chat with a friendly
local volunteer and pick up an
Official Visitors Guide or phone
one of the Visitor Centres for a
guide to be mailed.

Readers can also share their
photos and stories about their
experiences via Instagram with
the tag @discoverdindi.

17
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Record
breaking night
at Alexandra
Speedway

Speedway report by Dean Thompson of
DMT Sports Media

SATURDAY night at Alexandra Speedway
was a record-breaking night with no less
than eight new track records set during a
furious night of action, resulting in wins to
Healesville’s Linken Paterson, Pakenham’s
Damien Miller, Darren Nelson, James
Oliver, and visiting Wingless Sprint race
driver Daryl Logue from Morwell.

Wingless Sprints were back at Alexandra
for the first time since 2014 and on a track
much different to when they were last at
the venue, they soon wiped the previous
records. Daryl Logue claimed new one lap
and eight lap records during qualifying
for a 20-lap final race of the evening. In
qualifying, former Alexandra Junior Sedan
racer Jessie Garlick claimed one of the six

heat wins with brothers Wayne and Daryl
Logue, Travis Evans, Luke Schneider, and
visiting New South Wales racer Coby Elliott
all among the winners.

Initially, Elliott took charge of the final
race, leading the first five laps before Daryl
Logue took control of the lead on one of the
biggest tracks the class races on, if not the
biggest and fastest. Logue went on to claim
the win from Elliott, his brother Wayne
Logue, Schneider, and Scott Irons.

On his way to a Sports Sedans feature
race win, Damien Miller smashed the one
lap record previously held by his younger
brother by half a second, while his nearest
rival on race night, Lee Beach broke the
previous eight lap record during qualifying.
Miller won the 15-lap final from Beach,
Dale Smith, his father Russell Smith, and
Robert Garlick.

for one lap and eight laps. - S

Unlimited Sedan’s returned to Alexandra
and Darren Nelson broke the single lap
record, and the 15-lap record during the
evening. Adam Monti was the driver
that looked good for a potential win after
claiming two heat race wins in the lead up
to the final race, before Nelson smashed his
opposition with a huge victory in the final
from Lennie Bonnici, Monti, Stan Brown,
and Anthony McKean.

Jayden Bryant, Linken Paterson and
Dylan Barrow shared wins in the Top Star
Junior Sedan racing with Barrow breaking
Todd Moule’s previous one lap record, in
a race he did not win. Paterson was never
headed over 10 laps in the final as he beat

Daryl Logue proudly displays his winning sign for the wingless sprint winner. Daryl set new records

L

Barrow, Bryant, Rhys Meakins and Luke
Cornfoot.

James Oliver was the only driver to win
two out of the six qualifying races in New
Star Junior Sedans, with his sister Christine
winning one along with Riley Lawrence,
Billy McBride, and Maddy Capon. James
Oliver went on to claim back-to-back
victories at Alexandra Speedway, defeating
Lawrence, Capon, Christine Oliver, and
Jack Kershaw.

The next race meeting at Alexandra
Speedway is Easter Saturday and Sunday
when the Victorian Street Stock Champion
will be decided, with 40 or more cars in that
category anticipated along with club racing
support.

Recreation Reserve redevelopment seeks donations for completion

THE Alexandra Showgrounds
and Recreation Reserve
Redevelopment Project is nearing
completion.

Once completed, in 2021/2022,
the reserve and associated
facilities will be one of the best
of its kind in the state. It will be a
precinct that you would normally
only see in regional cities or large
urban areas. A precinct that all
will be proud of, that you will be
able to enjoy with your family
and friends.

$600,000 saw completion of
Stages 1 and 2 which created a
high-quality netball precinct.
Stages 3 and 4 are now underway
to provide a fully accessible
multi-purpose community
building, rooftop solar power
generation, a power upgrade to
the Reserve and new hi-tech oval
lighting to the value of a further
$2.04 million.

However, a further $200,000
is required to bring the project
to completion. This need for

extra funding is due to a number
of factors; grant funding was

pledged in 2018, based on
2017 costings and quantity
surveys  with  construction

commencing in late 2020;
additional costs have been added
to the demolition of the existing
building and public toilets,
car park and general reserve
landscaping, and additional
regulatory requirements and
increased standards; costs have
also been impacted due to lapsed

time, COVID-19 impacts and
other factors out of control of the
project team.

To date there has been no
call on users of the Recreation
Reserve, local community
groups, individuals, or businesses
to financially support this
project. However, a decision has
now been made to ask for public
donations.

All donations to the $200,000

fundraising effort are tax
deductible and can be made via

the Australian Sports Foundation.
The Alexandra Football Netball
Club, the key driver of the
redevelopment, has registered
the project and associated
fundraising campaign, and all
donations will ensure that the
finishing touches to the project
are completed with quality and in
a timely way.

For more information and to
make a tax-deductible donation
go to asf.org.au/projects/
alexandra-football-netball-club
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New member
makes
auspicious
start

hole in one.

Yea golf report by Alan Pell

WEDNESDAY, March 17 saw 15
ladies compete in the first Monthly
Medal of the year at Yea Golf Club.
Karen Sangster (29) with a nett 69
won by one shot from Adrianne
Anglin (12) with 70. Di Holdsworth
(26) was third with 72. Di was also
nearest the pin on the 14th and
Adrianne won the putting with 29
putts. Saturday saw four ladies also
playing a stroke round with Meryle
Connell (27) winning with a nett 73.

New member Anthony Coleman
made an auspicious start to his golf
at Yea. Playing ambrose on Saturday,
he played his second shot after his
drive on the sixth. When he got to
the green the only visible sign was
his pitch mark and the ball in the hole
for two. An eagle 2 on a par 4.

Sunday saw the beginning of
men’s pennant with Yea drawing
with Marysville 2 1/2 each. Played at
Seymour Golf Club, Lachie Wischer
and Jonathon Fisher had wins while
Wayne Rowe halved his match.

Lachie Wischer with 35 stableford
points was the winner in a field of 12
players on Wednesday. Playing with
three clubs and a putter he won by
three points from a nest of others
on 32. David Ngo was second with
Graeme Bryant third on countback
from Alan Pell and Peter Johnston
also on 32 points. Jeff Aurisch was
nearest the pin on the 14th and John
Tanner won $10 for the Club Award.

Eight teams contested an ambrose
event at Royal Yea on Saturday,
March 20. Winners with 67 off the
stick, nett 57 1/6 were Malcolm
Bett, Kevin Coghlan, and Wayne
Rowe. Runners-up with 65 off the
stick, nett 58 1/6 were Ray Partridge,
Anthony Coleman, and Alan Pell.
Best off the stick with 64 were Brian
Simmons, Michael Spagnolo, and
Ken Whitfort. Nearest the pin on
the 14th was Wayne Rowe and the
Club Award went to the team of Rob
O’Halloran, Neil Peterson and Peter
Johnston.

Yea hosts
Bowls Division
1 grand final

YEA Bowls Club was the hosts
of the Division 1 Grand Final
against Kilmore and Broadford Murrindindi towns
on Saturday, March 20. Alexandra, Eildon and Yea
Kilmore came outontopasthe were too a part of this division,
winners, defeating Broadford but will move into the Central
81-60 in what was the last game  Goulburn Murray Bowls Region
played for the Central Bowls for the upcoming season.

Division as Bowls Victoria
restructures their regions.
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Kilmore member in action. -TM

Secondary colleges bowls
competition held at Yea

Yea bowls report by
Viv Cavanagh

THE Secondary Colleges
Southern Ranges Round
Robin sports competition
was held on Friday, March
5. Lawn bowls was included
as an alternative sport to
volleyball, cricket, and
tennis. The junior games
of bowls were played at the
Yea Bowls Club. Six rinks
were used with four games
being played. Although
many players were new
to the game of bowls, an
enjoyable day was had
by all, with FCJ College
from Benalla coming first
and second and Mansfield
Secondary College in third
place. The attending staff
were very grateful for the
use of the facility and the
coaching help supplied by
Yea Bowls Club members.

Students deep in discussion as to the result.
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Racing season

McLoud Sisters: Sally, Yvonne, Jane, Judy, Veronica and Ruth. -TM

ends on a high

Alexandra race report by
Robyn Walsh

AT Royal Alexandra Race
Club on Saturday, the picnic
racing party that commenced in
February rolled on into March
for the Alexandra Cup. The
atmospherics were very different
to recent Cup meetings due to
a massive, week-long DWELP
burn off in the nearby forests.
But they raced and the racing
was brilliant.

Shaun Cooper had a great day
out. After riding a treble last
meeting Shaun rode a double
on Saturday. He rode the Don
Dwyer trained Dishy’s to win the
Thompson Family Racing Stable
1300 Hcp. His next was a narrow
win for trainer Charmaine
Barnes on Shujuku in the
Alexandra Veterinary Clinic
1300 Maiden Plate. The two
wins secured Shaun’s position as
Alexandra’s 2021 Leading Rider.

Troy Kilgower brought eight
horses to this and the previous
meeting. Picnic clubs relish such
strong support from trainers like
Troy. After several wins last
outing and a number of placings
on Saturday, Troy became

Alexandra’s Donate Life 2021
Leading Trainer.

The old guard were lurking
in the wings. A highlight was
the boil over in the feature race,
the 2021 Schoolhouse Thornton
Alexandra Cup. Two old stagers,
eight-year-old Derek the Viking,
ridden by senior rider Ray
Douglas, snatched the Cup from
younger rivals in an exciting
tussle to the winning post. In
another senior moment, Craig
Kirkpatrick, with his one ride
for the day, won the Darlingford
Waters Boat Club 1540 Hcp on
Catbluroo.

The young ones bookended
the meeting. The Rubicon Hotel
Motel 1300m Hcp was won
by Viking Myth trained by
Gary Mallinson and ridden by
apprentice Jack Virgona. In the
Alexandra FoodWorks 1840m,
Maddison Morris pegged back
one for young women to win
the last on the Nicole Dickson
trained Laststrikeyourout.

It was a great meeting that
nudged the Tier 3 COVIDsafe
limit of 1000 people. The big
screen and music were a hit.
Alexandra’s  Amazing  Hat

Competition wasn’t even spoiled
when some tizzy blokes put on
a tanti because they didn’t win.
Car parking was at a premium
and the horse stalls were so
full, the companion ponies were
squeezed out to make room for
the big horses.

Apart fromagreat day’s racing
and all the fun, the highlight
for the club was the induction
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of two new life members, Neil
Parkinson, and Alan Robinson.
Alan ‘Robbo’ Robinson used to
work as Clerk of Course with
his father, Basil, more than
20 years ago and now drives
the starting stalls tractor. Neil
‘Rocky’ Parkinson has worked
behind the scenes preparing the
track and grounds for so long
that ‘Robbo’ couldn’t remember
who had been connected with
the club longer.

The season got off to a wobbly
start, but due to the hard work
of all the Alexandra Race Club
volunteers, it ended on a high.
Thanks to our sponsors for their
support and to all the racegoers
who enjoyed the season. We look
forward to seeing you all jabbed
up and smoke free in October.

Four generations coming together for the races: Cheryl, Cherrie, Tayla and
Paigan. -TM

Great effort by junior tennis teams

Alexandra junior tennis report by
Rebecca Stone

IT was great to see the kids back playing
competition tennis this 2020/21 Summer
Season. There were two junior teams
representing Alexandra in the local
Broadford & District Tennis Competition.
Both teams played consistently well
throughout the season, qualifying for the
grand final, which was held in Kilmore on
Saturday.

Section 5 played Kilmore. Despite being
the underdogs, many rallies were had.
Lovely groundstrokes were played, and
a positive mindset was maintained. The
children enjoyed themselves and were super
proud of their achievement and development
over the season. They were presented with a
runners-up trophy each.

Section 4 played Wandong and got off to
a slightly nervous start. However, despite
losing one of the first sets of the morning

they rallied together to storm home as
premiers. The team served well, were quick
to win a volley at the net and hit some
tactical groundstrokes.

Oliver Hoornweg was steady as ever
and did not drop a single’s set all season.
Fittingly he was presented with the Best
Player for Section 4 medal.

The children are now looking forward to
the Winter Competition, which begins next

term, and are hoping to enter another team,
making three in total.

Alexandra Lawn Tennis Club has two
morning social sessions, Monday and
Friday, and a Thursday night round robin.
Keith Turner coaches on Wednesday
afternoons.

If you or your children are interested in
playing or being coached, please take a look
at our Facebook page, or contact Rebecca
Lyttle on 0405 055 993.



