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CLOSED ANZAC DAY - MONDAY, APRIL 26

EARLY DEADLINES APPLY
EGN - 5PM THURSDAY, APRIL 22. ARTWORK - 5PM THURSDAY, APRIL 22

CLASSIFIEDS INC DEATH NOTICES - 10AM FRIDAY, APRIL 23
TRADES WILL REMAIN THE SAME - NOON THURSDAY

EDITORIAL, SPORTS AND LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - 10AM MONDAY, APRIL 26

Yea Primary School farewells Debbie George
by Tricia Mifsud

DEBBIE George, who served as 
Yea Primary School’s principal for 
12 and a half years has announced 
her retirement.

Initially a primary school 
teacher, Debbie taught at various 
schools in Melbourne before 
travelling north to teach in 
Mildura. She also lectured at La 
Trove University in Shepparton 
and Seymour GOTAFE while 
studying her Masters of Teaching.

It was former Puckapunyal 
principal Ray Pitman who 
instilled the thought in Debbie 

that perhaps being a principal 
is something she would be 
interested in.

“I never actually thought to do 
this role, but Ray Pitman said there 
was a school going nearby and he 
said, ‘why don’t you apply’ and I 
replied ‘why would I, I have never 
thought about [being a principal],” 
Debbie said.

“So I didn’t apply to that one, but 
it got me thinking and I thought 
maybe there’s something more. 

school, and I was so lucky and so 
blessed really to have found Yea to 
be honest.”

In term four of 2008, Debbie 
came to Yea Primary as acting 

by Meg Dallas. Little did Debbie 
know, that what she thought would 
be an interim role, would turn into 
over a decades’ service.

“Meg was here for seven years 
and I remember at the time 
thinking, ‘that’s amazing, I’ll 
never do seven.’ And now it’s 
been 12 and a half. So I came 
here and was acting for term four 
2008. And then I was give the 
position, beginning in term one 
2009,” she said.

It was far from an easy start for 

principal position during the 

then, Debbie is thankful that the 
school hasn’t had to endure any 
other challenging time; other than 
COVID-19 over the last year.

The most challenging aspect of 
her job she said was ensuring all 
the families at the primary school 
felt included and always had their 
needs met.

“The biggest challenges we 
have is that we average about 140 
to 150 children, which usually is 
about 80 families. What we have 

to do is combine all those different 
personalities, so that we can 
make a workable team within the 
school,” she said.

“Not only do we work with the 
kids who are all different and 
need different things, there are 
all their families. This means 
there’s different moral compasses, 
different attitudes to discipline, 
and different attitudes to how 
people talk to the kids and bring up 
their kids and how much support 
they’re willing to give their kids 
as opposed to how much we think 
they need.

ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
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Submit your letter via our
Facebook page, email or mail

www.facebook.com/AlexandraNewspapers
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au

PO Box 5 Alexandra, 3714
LETTERS MUST NOT EXCEED 300 WORDS

Submitted letters will be edited at the 
discretion of Alexandra Newspapers.

Letters larger than 300
words, will not be published.

or containing personal attacks will not be 
published. All letters must contain contact 

details of writer; name, address and telephone 
number, (not necessarily for publication). 

Letters without these details
will not be published. 

Deadline is 10am Monday

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

Letters published are the opinion of the writer 
and not necessarily the opinion of 

 Alexandra Newspapers

WEEKLY
Thu Town Club, RSL Hall, 6-8pm. Ph 5797 2179
Sun  AA  Anglican Church, Alexandra 7pm PH 1300 222 222 
Sun Alanon Recovery Anglican Church, Alexandra 5.30pm. 

MONTHLY
1st Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
1st Mon St Lukes Seniors St Lukes Church Ph 5797 2281
1st Thu Yea Hospital/Rosebank Aux 2pm. Ph 5797 3057
1st Sat Yea Dance Group, 8pm Yea Shire Hall
2rd Sat Alex Repair Café 1-3pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
2nd Wed Yea Camera Club, 7pm RSL Hall. Ph 0429 200 762
2nd Thu Yea Garden Club Tennis rooms 1.30pm Ph 0439 870 315
4th Thu Yea CWA Yea RSL Hall, 10.30am Ph 5797 2998
Last Fri Yea-Kinglake RSL, 11.30am RSL Hall, Ph 5796 9353

For a $5 annual fee for one line, your club or organisation’s regular 
meeting dates will be listed each week. Not only is this a reminder 
to your regular members but also a good source of what groups 
are available in the community, when they meet and a contact 
phone number.

COMMUNITY DIARY
Local Radio Frequency

UGFM   88.9 Yea / Highlands
UGFM   98.9 Flowerdale / Hazeldene
UGFM   94.5 Kinglake Ranges

Thursday noon

Thursday noon

Thursday 5pm

Monday noon

Monday 9am

Monday 10am

Monday 9am

Monday 10am

Real Estate

Trades & Services

Early General News

lassi eds

Editorial

Sports Editorial

Letters to the Editor

Thumbs up/down

DEADLINES

If you have any enquiries please do 
not hesitate to contact the o ce on

5772 1002 or  
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

We thank you for your continued support

Yea

Molesworth Alexandra

Cathkin

Yarck

Merton

Bonnie 
Doon

NUTFIELD

Cheviot

Kanumbra

A charity bicycle event along 

the  Great Victorian Rail Trail

THE LAST WEEKEND OF THE 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Registrations open January 2021 

Email cycledindi21@gmail.com 

What do I get for my money?
This event is a fund raiser for Rotary Youth Projects

Interested?   

0418 378 806

0447 762 557

0439 046 199
www.rotaryalexandra.org.au 

www.yearotary.org.au   

How Much?   

CHOOSE 

YOUR OWN 

ADVENTURE

 Yea to Bonnie Doon (return) 121 kms $50 $40 $10 

 Bonnie Doon to Yea (return) 121 kms $50 $40 $10 

 Bonnie Doon to Cathkin (return) 80 km $50 $40 $10 

 Yea to Cathkin (return) 42 kms $40 $30 $10

 Yea to Alexandra (return) 61 kms $40 $30 $10 

 Alexandra to Yea (return) 61 kms $40 $30 $10

 Alexandra to Cathkin (return) 26 kms $40 $30 $10 

 DISTANCE ADULT SNR CONC 

Environment
I READ with worry a letter to the editor 
from your March 31 publication that seems 
to be written by someone with almost no 
ability for clear thinking. Let’s pull apart 
their claims.

Smoke pollution: our forests have evolved 

It seems like the writer wants another Black 
Saturday, seems the answer is yes.

He is 100 per cent wrong on carbon 
sequestration. Chopping a tree down does 
not release carbon, it is actually stored 
in the end product for 100s of years, the 
tree regrows and hey presto, tonnes more 
carbon sequested. I suggest you Google the 
abhorrent, and environmentally approved, 
biomass industry.

As for habitat, those protesting 
sustainable forestry in Alexandra are 
directly destroying orangutan rainforests 
overseas, and speeding up the process. The 
useful dullards of the green movement are 
not altering global demand for wood, just 
moving the supply to a country with zero 
regulation

Name and address supplied but withheld 
by request.

Rail trail
WE are constantly being warned about 

bush. The rail trail is constantly promoted as 
great for tourists, and the local community 
are encouraged to cycle and walk. It needs 
urgent maintenance.

Having walked this trail from the tramway 
station area past Prospect Lane at least 
twice a week for six years, I have noticed 
and am deeply concerned at the huge fuel 
growth that has been allowed to accumulate 

The trail is narrowing in many places 
because grass and weeds, including rye 
grass, are growing up to two metres high on 
either side of the trail. A couple of trees with 
hardly any root hang on a dangerous angle, 
ready to collapse over the trail.

Before Maintongoon Road, there is 
huge long grass and weeds. Grass and 
weeds encroach on the trail on either side, 
narrowing the trail for bicycles. Dead tree 
and branches have been lying around for 
years.

Over Maintongoon Road, just before the 
bridge, rye grass and thistles are six feet 
high. Then in particular, on the right hand 
side of the bridge and to the full length of 
the bridge, massive blackberry patches 
are growing to eight feet high, and even 
growing through onto the bridge. A couple 

up almost 40 feet, which will eventually 
bring down the trees. It is a massive snake 
area. The creek is almost covered by 
blackberries.

Name and address supplied but withheld 
by request.

Letters to the Editor

Correction
WE would like to apologise for the 
incorrect name printed in lasts 
week’s article, Supporting families 
with special needs children. The 
quotes in the article should be at-
tributed to Liz Klein, coordinator of 
Inspired Carers.

Were you 
there?

POLICE have returned to Wonnangatta 
Valley this week to continue their search 
for missing campers Russell Hill and 
Carol Clay.

Members of police Search and Rescue 
were joined by NSW cadaver dogs to 
continue searching for the missing 
campers who have not been seen since 
March, 2020

This is the second time NSW cadaver 
dogs have assisted in the search for 
Russell and Carol.

Police believe Russell left his 
Drouin home on Thursday, March 19, 
2020 collected Carol from her home 
in Pakenham in his white Toyota 
Landcruiser, then travelled via Licola 
spending one night at Howitt High 
Plains before heading into Wonnangatta 
Valley on Friday, March 20.

Russell was last heard from on Friday, 
March 20, 2020 via HF radio stating 
he was at Wonnangatta Valley in the 
Victorian Alps.

Campers found Russell’s vehicle 

their campsite, which was completely 

Track in the Wonnangatta Valley on 
Saturday, March 21, 2020.

Missing Persons Squad detectives, 
with the assistance of specialist police, 
have conducted numerous searches in 
and around the Wonnangatta Valley over 
the last 12 months, however Russell and 
Carol have not been located.

Investigators are also continuing 
to appeal to anyone who was in the 
Wonnangatta area around that time, 
including campers, 4x4 day trippers, 

regardless of whether they saw or heard 
anything.

Detectives are also keen to speak to 
anyone who was in the area of Howitt 
Plains and Zeka Spur Track on March 19 
or 20, 2020, and the Wonnangatta Valley 
and Wonnangatta Station between 
March 20-24 who has not yet made 
contact with police is urged to come 
forward.

Detectives have also established that 
Russell was camping alone with his 
Landcruiser in the area of the King Billy 
and Bluff Track between Wednesday, 
March 11 and Friday, March 13, 2020.

Police are keen to speak to anyone in 
that area on those dates.

Information was later received about 
a sighting of an older person or pair in 
the Black Snake Creek, Eaglevale River 
crossing and the Ollies Jump area on 
Sunday, March 22, or Monday, March 
23, 2020, however police have never 
been able to establish if this was the 
missing campers.

Detectives are calling for anyone in 
this area, or any older couple who may 
be these persons, to also come forward.

Persons Squad, Detective Acting 
Inspector Anthony Combridge, said “It 
has been over 12 months since Russell 
Hill and Carol Clay disappeared and we 

what happened to them.”
“We will continue to search the area 

and encourage anyone with information 
to come forward, no matter how small 
they think that information might be.”

Anyone who sights Russell or Carol 
is urged to contact triple zero (000) 
immediately.

Anyone with any other information 
regarding their disappearance or who 
has any CCTV or dashcam footage is 
urged to contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 
333 000 or log onto crimestoppersvic.
com.au
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Bollygum
Community Market

Sunday, April 11
10am-2pm
Bollygum Park

40 Whittlesea-Kinglake Road, Kinglake
New stallholders welcome

0474 837 900

Pride of 
Workmanship 

evening
THE Rotary Club of Yea has 
long been involved in vocational 
programs such as the L2P driver 
education program, career days 
and mock interviews with Yea 
High School students.

The club also provides 
employers with an opportunity 
to recognise employees and 
volunteers through the Pride 
of Workmanship (POW) award 
which recognises a job well done. 
The POW award acknowledges 
staff and volunteers who display 
outstanding qualities in terms of 
approach, attitude, dedication 
and commitment.

At a recent meeting, Judi 
Newman was the recipient of a 
POW award in recognition of 
her excellent customer service 
skills. Judi was nominated by 
the Y Water Discovery Centre 

Pauline Roberts who spoke 
glowingly of Judi’s bright, 

She also has an excellent eye for 
detail and presentation. Judi has 
volunteered on a weekly basis 

centre but is always willing to 

The club members 
congratulated Judi on her 
worthy recognition.

The YWDC’s role in the 
nomination of a POW award 
was also acknowledged with 

accepted by Pauline.
Later in the year other 

recipients will be recognised as 
the club encourages a sense of 
community pride in individual 
achievements.

Rotarian Julie Lynch, recipient Judi Newman and Pauline Roberts from 
the Y Water Discovery Centre. -S

Local artist celebrates exhibition opening
by Tricia Mifsud
LOCAL artist Meg Heres 
celebrated the opening of 
her latest art exhibition at 
Marmalades café in Yea on the 
evening of Thursday, April 1.

With no particular theme 
for the exhibition, visitors can 
expect to view paintings taken 
of local landscapes, as well as 
some paintings from Meg’s time 
overseas.

“There’s no theme because 
I don’t believe in themes. I 
love to paint all sorts of things. 
This year however, most of the 
paintings in the exhibition are 
oil paintings,” Meg said.

Without giving away too 
much for those planning on 
visiting the exhibition, Meg 
shared some of the paintings on 
displayed.

“There is a painting from 
France. The painting I do on 
Europe, I usually do on site 
while I’m over visiting. I’ve 
got some scenes from various 
things I watched in Yea, and also 
an early morning scene from 
Flemington with the horses in 
the morning light.”

Meg has regularly put an art 
exhibition on over the Easter 
weekend in Yea, sharing the 
paintings she has created since 
1968.

“I started painting when I was 
32, so since 1968. The reason 
why I was painting is because I 
had a full time job at Myer but 
when I married my husband, he 

Murrindindi’s 
population 
changes

THE Australian Bureau of Statistics 
(ABS) released new data on local 
government areas (LGAs) around 
Australia on March 30, and the results 
for Murrindindi Shire provide an insight 
into how our population has changed 
since 2017.

The ABS noted that the information 
provided below is based on estimates 
only.

In 2017, there were 125 births in the 
shire and 121 deaths, meaning that there 
was a natural increase of four.

By 2020, there were 106 births and 126 
deaths, a natural decrease of 20. While 
the death rate has remained relatively 
steady, the birth rate has been falling. 
In 2018, there were 125 births; in 2019, 
there were 117.

This may have an impact on local 
schools in the future, particularly if the 
birth rate continues to decrease.

The 2020 data may however have been 
impacted by COVID-19, with people 
choosing not to have children at such a 
tempestuous time. It will be interesting 
to see whether the birth rate increases in 
2021.

There has also been a shift in ‘internal 
arrivals’, people arriving in the shire 
from elsewhere in Australia. In 2017, 
there were 1003 new internal arrivals; in 
2018 there were 1158; in 2019 there were 
1125. Surprisingly, given the pandemic, 
the numbers dropped in 2020 to 1099.

Internal departures were 878 in 2017; 
965 in 2018; 1069 in 2019; and 1024 
in 2020, so the pandemic may have 
stemmed the departure tide in 2020, 
due to the lower restrictions in regional 
areas and the quality of life during the 
lockdown.

The net internal migration was down 
in all Australian capital cities, aside 
from in Perth and Brisbane. Sydney was 
the most heavily impacted. Despite this, 
Melbourne had the largest population 
increase, growing by 80,000 people.

International arrivals in Murrindindi 
in 2020 were down by only nine, 
compared to the previous year, with 78 
compared to 87. Overseas departures 
were up slightly, with 40 internationals 
leaving the shire in 2020 compared to 34 
in 2019.

The overall population in Murrindindi 
Shire continued to climb, in a slow and 
steady way. The population in 2017 was 
14,234, and in 2020 it stood at 14,661.

Meg Heres (right) standing alongside Noel Stevenson who opened the exhibition Thursday night. -S

said to me I didn’t have to go to 
work. I was like a machine that 
had stopped,” she said.

“I became very house proud, 
he then decided I needed a 
hobby. I wasn’t going to have a 
hobby unless he had a hobby,” 
she said.

Meg enrolled her husband in 
a woodwork class, to which he 

responded that she should try 
pottery. The pottery class had 
reached capacity, leading Meg 
to try out drawing.

It was from here that Meg found 
a love for art, and eventually 
went on learning modern art 
and the use of watercolour at 
Monash University.

Meg hopes to see many 
community residents come to 
view the exhibition.

“I hope that my exhibition 
gives the viewer as much 
pleasure as I experience when 
painting it.”

The exhibition will be on 
display at Marmalades café 
until Sunday, April 25.
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Available from these retail outlets
Alexandra  Newspapers
Alexandra Newsagency
Alexandra FoodWorks

BP Endeavour Service Station Yea
Bucks Country Bakehouse Yarck

Eildon Newsagency
Glenburn United
Hazeldene Store

Mans eld Newsagency
Merton General Store
Seymour Newsagency

Strath Creek Post ce
Whittlesea Newsagency

Yea FoodWorks
Yea Newsagency

This week’s Church 
Services

ST PETER’S MEMORIAL ANGLICAN 
CHURCH

Cnr Bald Spur/Whittlesea Kinglake Rds, Kinglake.
 Sunday Services, 8.30am Communion.

 Minister: Rev. Ruwan Palapathwala 
Church Office: 9716 2042 or 5716 2028

- - - - - - - -  
ST LUKE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH OF YEA

Sunday Service time
9.30am all year

Mother Eden Nicholls Ph: 0437 937 433
- - - - - - - -  

CATHOLIC PARISHES OF 
ALEXANDRA AND YEA

Parish Administrator, Father Vinh Nguyen
Parish Priest Ph 0434 520 667

St Matthew’s, Eildon Saturday 6pm
St Mary’s, Alexandra Sunday 8.45am

Sacred Heart Yea: Sunday 10.45am
- - - - - - - - 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF KINGLAKE
Fr Martin Ashe, Parish Priest Ph 9717 6482

St Mary’s Kinglake: Sunday 8.30am
- - - - - - - - 

SCOTS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, YEA
Station Street Yea 

Enquiries: Val Borrie, Secretary Ph 5797 2286
Sunday Service 9am

- - - - - - - -  
UNITING CHURCH

1st and 3rd Sundays 9am, 1050 Main Road, 
Kinglake West. 9716 2330

EMBLING RURAL – ALEXANDRA
54 Grant Street Ph 5772 3110 Andrew 0418 266 038

MANSFIELD CLEARING SALE
A/C EST MARTIN BRISCOE 
10am Sunday, APRIL 18, 2021

ONLINE AND ONSITE

450 lots of collectables, tools and sundry items
Oil Tins, Tobacco Tins, Vintage Edison Wax Roll Player with Horn, Old Bottles, Old Tools, Cross 
Cut Saws, Old Washing Machines, Old Tubs, Clocks, Prams, Chairs, Cast Iron Water Fountain, Meat 
Grinders, Hay Knives, Typewriters, Glassware, Cookware, Axes, Kettles, Wash Stand, Cream Cans, 
Ice Fridge, Kero Fridge, Radios, Hand Water Pumps, Lanterns, Singer Sewing Machines, Candle 
Sticks, Telephones, Lights, Trike, Scooters, Old Cash Registers, Approx 450 Plus Lots

This marks day 2 of this collection of rare and collectables items obtained over many years and all 
for genuine sale.  Full listing with pictures will be posted on our online auction site approx 2 weeks 
prior to sale at http://emblingrural.com.au/online-auctions

Onsite inspection Saturday, April 17 - 10am to 3pm. No inspection available on Sunday
Online bids can be made prior to sale. See website for details.
Onsite bidders must register onsite before start of auction.
Numbers system will be operating.  Photo ID required.  Strictly no dogs.
GST does not apply and there is no buyer’s premium.  Cash or Cheque only. 
Directions: 9 Aisla Street, Mans eld.  Look for signs

COVID-19: Masks are required to be carried and social distancing protocols apply. All attendees 
will be required to record personal details, in addition to buyer registration. We reserve the right to 
limit numbers.

www.emblingrural.com.au

Youth Survey 
2021 is open

MISSION Australia’s Youth Survey 
2021 is now open. Young people aged 15 
to 19 across Victoria and nationwide are 
encouraged to have their say. 

Celebrating its 20th year, the Youth 
Survey is the largest online survey of 
its kind and provides important insights 
into the experiences and views of young 
people. 

In 2021 as the impacts of COVID-19 
become clearer, it is important for young 
people from Victoria to express their 
aspirations, issues and concerns. Mission 
Australia’s Youth Survey provides a 
critical platform for young people to do 
just that

The Youth Survey 2020 was completed 
by more than 25,800 young people aged 
between 15 and 19 years, including 5826 
young people in Victoria.

Last year, young people from Victoria 
nominated COVID-19, equity and 
discrimination,and mental health as the 
most important issues facing Australia 
today.

A higher proportion of young people 
in Victoria nominated COVID-19 and 
mental healthas the most important 
issues facing Australia today, compared 
with other states such as NSW. This 

strict Victorian lockdown measures, 
as well as the higher number of cases 
experienced in Victoria compared to 
other states.

Almost half of respondents from 
Victoria said coping with stress was 
their top issue of personal concern.Body 
image and mental health were nominated 
the next two issues of most concern.

Youth Survey 2021 is expected to 
close Monday, August 9. To take part in 
the survey, visit www.missionaustralia.
com.au/youthsurvey

Marqo the Magician surprising William with his 
tricks. -TM

Rae and Sam at their Intimo stall. -TM

Kimberly and her family, on the left, smelling a unique ‘monkey farts’ candle at the Debbie Does 
Candles and Natural Soaps stall. -TM

Chris, ‘The Cheese Lady’ happily serving a 
customer at her stall. -TM

Yea Railway 
Market
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9 The Parade, Yea, Vic 3717
www.shyea.catholic.edu.au

Contact Us
Phone: (03) 5797 2723

office@shyea.catholic.edu.au

INDIVIDUAL TOURS 

ANYTIME  BY APPOINTMENT
2022 Enrolments Now OPEN

STRONG ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
SMALL CLASSES - BIG BENEFITS

CARING AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT
CATERING FOR INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL View our school video via 
our website or on Facebook

SACRED HEART PRIMARY SCHOOL YEA

Open Day 9am-12pm Saturday, May  1, 2021

Shrublands Estate
Thornton Victoria

Angus Bull Sale

Ph 0498 749 976
www.shrublandsestate.com.au

CycleDindi back on track

CYCLEDINDI will return for a 

April 17. The event showcases the 
wonderfully scenic Great Victorian 
Rail Trail, through the shires of 

Organised by the Rotary Clubs 

the Great Victorian Rail Trail, 
CycleDindi 21 is a fully supported, 

Doon or Yea, depending on the 
preferred distance and which 
starting location is easier to access.

There are three choices of long 

or Yea. These rides are either 

The short rides are either 

Cathkin.
Lunch will be provided on 

the Goulburn River on private 
property at Cathkin. Riders always 
enjoy this scenic and peaceful 
location.

depending on the length of the 
ride, and there are discounts for 
seniors. The price for school age 

which ride they select.
This year, the ride has attracted 

wheels and handlebar. He found 
that the pros far outweighed the 

parking. He hasn’t looked back, 

Australia and Europe.

the CycleDindi21 event after 
reading about it in the Rail Trails 
Australia
decided to taken up the challenge 

will ride the Great Victorian Rail 

for the start of CycleDindi21. He 
will then retrace his steps back 

The organisers are hoping that 
state borders will be open so Craig 

can safely get to Victoria and back 

The gentle gradients along 

The trail is a beautiful journey, 
traversing rolling hills with 
stunning views and a ride through 
the historic Cheviot Tunnel.

There is fun to be had in the 
shearing shed, with a chance to 
view sheep dogs at work. This 

Devonshire tea, included in the 
entry price. This has been a feature 
of all CycleDindi rides to date and 

popular with all riders.

a coffee van at lunch so everyone 

fundraiser to support a variety of 

websites yearotary.org.au or
rotaryalexandra.org.au 

cycledindi21@gmail.com and 

deposit or at trybooking.com/
BNWEF
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RABBIT MANAGEMENT

Did you know that rabbits are 

considered a serious pest in 

Victoria? They degrade our 

agricultural land, roads, parks 

and reserves, and they destroy 

native vegetation and compete 

with native animals for food and 

habitat. Rabbits are also well 

suited to Australian conditions 

and breed prolifically.

Rabbit control is most effective 

during early-Autumn, as 

breeding has generally paused 

during this time and rabbit 

populations are lower. 

To find out more information 

about how to manage rabbits 

on your property, visit Council’s 

website and search ‘pests’. 

You can download our rabbit 

management brochure and 

one-page calendar to help 

you plan your rabbit control 

activities. The calendar is also 

available as a handy fridge 

magnet, which we can arrange 

to have sent to you, along with 

a copy of the brochure.

ACCESSIBLE PARKING PERMIT 
(APP) SCHEME

Do you hold a Disability 

Parking Permit? The Victorian 

Government has made changes 

to the way you will renew 

your permit and for any new 

permit applications. When 

you apply for or renew your 

permit, you will now do so 

through the Accessible Parking 

Permit (APP) Scheme and 

online administration system, 

which aligns with the national 

Australian Disability Permit 

Scheme (ADPS) and streamlines 

the application process, making 

it simpler and consistent across 

the state. Councils across 

Victoria administer this scheme 

for the Victorian Government.

For more information about 

these changes, including how 

to apply, please visit Council’s 

website and search ‘disability 

parking permit’, give us a call 

or drop in to one of our service 

centres.

JOBS AT COUNCIL

Customer Service Coordinator

Do you value connecting with 

customers and delivering a 

quality customer experience? 

Are you innovative and 

motivating? Are you system-

savvy and love using data 

to support change? If you 

answered ‘yes, yes, yes’ - we’d 

like to talk to you. Council is 

looking for a Customer Service 

Coordinator who can help us 

continue our ‘Customer First’ 

journey, so we ensure our 

customers are at the centre 

of all our interactions and 

processes.

Customer Service Officers  
(part time and casual)

Council is seeking talented and 

motivated individuals to join our 

customer and library service 

team (including Council’s 

Customer Contact Centre). 

We are looking for people 

with experience in delivering 

exceptional customer service. 

If you think you know the 

difference between serving 

customers and delighting 

customers with your service, 

please apply to join our 

amazing team.

As the first point of contact 

with Council’s customers, you 

will be keen to find solutions 

and handle enquiries from 

beginning to end. You will be an 

active listener, have a positive 

‘can-do’ attitude and be able 

to provide prompt and friendly 

customer service for the full 

range of Council and Library 

Services. 

For more information about 

vacant positions, including 

position descriptions, and 

to apply, please visit the 

‘jobs’ section of our website. 

Applications for the positions 

above close at 5.00 pm on 

Monday 19 April.

Get in touch with Council
customer@murrindindi.vic.gov.au 

murrindindi.vic.gov.au  

5772 0333

Victoria leading the way 
towards gender equality

VICTORIA has taken a nation-leading step 
towards achieving gender equal workplaces in 
the public sector, with the commencement of 

Gender Equality Act 2020.
The new act requires 300 public sector 

employers, including local councils and 
universities, to report on and improve 
gender equality in the workplace.

Victoria’s inaugural Public Sector Gender 
Equality Commissioner Dr Niki Vincent 
is working with public sector workplaces, 
which employ more than 380,000 people, 
to close the gender pay gap, improve gender 
equality at all levels of the workforce and 
eliminate workplace sexual harassment.

its kind in Australia, requiring public sector 
organisations to show real progress on 
gender equality in the workplace and our 
community,” she said.

not only for public sector workers who make 
up 11 per cent of the Victorian workforce, 
but for the people they serve.”

Organisations will also need to undertake 
gender impact assessments, ensuring that 
policies, programs and services consider the 
different needs of Victorians of all genders. 

International evidence shows that when 
compelled to identify gender gaps and develop 
a plan to address those gaps, organisations 
take deliberate and positive action.

The Victorian Government is driving 
gender equality with a $435 million 
investment in progressing gender equality 
and ending family violence, including more 
than $13 million to implement the Gender 
Equality Act.

This funding was part of a targeted range 
of economic supports that put women at the 
heart of Victoria’s economic recovery as we 
move through the coronavirus pandemic, 
including $150 million to support 6900 
women into job placements, and $170 
million to make kinder free in 2021.

Dr Vincent and the Commission are 
undertaking extensive consultation with 
the sector and are providing support to 

under the Act. 
The Commission for Gender Equality 

in the Public Sector has published 
detailed guidance and resources on 
genderequalit ycommission.vic.gov.au
and will provide training and support to 
organisations.

Not sure if you have found a European wasp? Use this picture to help identify what insect you have 
found. -S

European wasp 
identification and treatment
DO you know how to tell the difference 
between a European wasp and a native wasp? 
While many different species of wasps, bees 

are differences in both the appearance and 
behaviour of European wasps that will help 
you tell the difference.

Council’s Environment Portfolio 
Councillor Karine Haslam is urging 
community members to keep an eye out on 
their property for European wasps and take 
action to destroy nests.

“European wasps are a declared pest in 
Australia. This is due to their aggressive 
nature and the fact that they like living 
around people, where there are ready 
food sources available. This isn’t an ideal 

insect, let alone a wasp,” Cr Haslam said.
“There are some key behaviours you 

should keep an eye out for to help you 
identify European wasps. They are 
commonly attracted to human food and pet 

and the sugars found in some fruit and 
drinks. You won’t usually see other wasp or 
bee species attracted to these sorts of foods. 
European wasps also make numerous trips 
between a food source and their nest.”

In terms of appearances, both European 
wasps and their nests are distinctively 

different to other native wasp species. 
Paper wasps are commonly mistaken for 
European wasps, however European wasps 
have shorter and thicker bodies and have 
black antennae, whereas the Paper wasps 
have orange-brown antennae. The back legs 

and they’re often seen hovering over lawns, 
bushes and water sources. European wasps 
don’t tend to hang around in one place for 

legs close to their bodies.
“Autumn is the most critical season for 

European wasps because it is when the next 
generation of queens and male wasps are 
produced. If we can treat nests now, we can 

to build more nests,” she said.
“If you locate a European wasp nest on 

your property, you can either get in touch 
with a professional pest control service 
or you can treat the nest yourself using 
chemicals from your local hardware store or 
supermarket.

“To avoid receiving a nasty sting, make 
sure you treat the nest at night when wasp 
activity is low, and cover your torch with 
red cellophane as insects can’t see red light. 
We also recommend wearing protective 
clothing and a bee veil,” Cr Haslam said.

People requiring further advice on how 
to deal with a wasp nest on their property 
or to report a nest on council land can call 
5772 0333.
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For testing locations visit CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Every test keeps us on top of this virus. 

And keeps us doing the things we love.

So even if your symptoms are mild, 

or you’ve been tested before, every test helps.

TESTEVERY HELPS

US EVERYTHINGPROTECT WE’VE ACHIEVED

Community celebrates Indigenous book launch
MURRINDINDI Shire Council 
was pleased to host a wonderful 
event on Saturday, March 27 at 
its Alexandra Library, the launch 
of On Taungurung Land: Sharing 
History and Culture by Uncle Roy 
Patterson and Dr Jennifer Jones.

Murrindindi Shire Mayor 
Sandice McAulay said she was 
proud to welcome guests with 
an acknowledgement to country, 
including a number of Uncle Roy’s 
family.

“This was a truly joyous 
occasion, attended by over 50 
guests. Sadly, Uncle Roy passed 
away in 2017. But, as his family 
and Dr Jones agreed, he would 
have been very proud to have 
stood with us for the launch of 
this important work,” Cr McAulay 
said.

“Uncle Roy wanted to ensure his 
knowledge wasn’t lost to us. And I 
offer my heartfelt congratulations 
to Dr Jones for this wonderful and 
informative book. I feel richer for 
having read it.”

Dr Jones was a co-author of 
the book alongside Uncle Roy, 
who together gathered stories and 
made recordings. They would visit 
places of importance, and even 
experienced the taste and effect of 
bush tucker together.

Cr McAulay shared her special 
connection to the book.

“I have a special connection to 
this wonderful book. My husband 
Ray and I were lucky enough 
to host many of the meetings 
between Dr Jennifer Jones and 
Uncle Roy at our store in Taggerty, 
where together they discussed 
Uncle Roy’s knowledge, memories 
and stories, which form the basis 
of this book,” she said.

Right to left, co-author Dr Jennifer Jones, Mayor Sandice McAulay, Keith Patterson (Uncle Roy’s son), Uncle Roy’s grand-daughter Ricky Patterson (wearing 
glasses) and her three children. Jessica Patterson, Uncle Roy’s daughter, also participated in the launch via video link from Sydney. -S

as it plays an important role 
in preserving and sharing the 
knowledge of locally-available 
bush tucker, bush medicine and 
local indigenous culture and 
history of the Taungurung people.

“It is also a wonderful homage 
to a man who was so keen to 

share his culture and respect for 
this land. Uncle Roy wanted to 
revive and strengthen Taungurung 
cultural ways and for this 
knowledge to instil wider respect 
for Taungurung clan values.”

“In 2016, council was 
approached to offer support to 
publish the book, in which they 

were proud to be a part of a project 
that paid respects to the tradional 
owners of the land in which we 
live and work on.

“Council was pleased to have 
been approached back in 2016 
to support Dr Jones in making a 
grant application to the Victorian 

Government to assist with 
publication of this work. 

Council gratefully acknow-
ledges the support of the Victoria 
Government and Public Record 

project possible under its Local 
History Grants Program,” Cr 
McAulay said.
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We Need More Listings!
THE MARKET IS STILL RUNNING HOT WITH LISTINGS AND 
RENTALS BEING SOLD AND LEASED AT A GREAT RATE

Yea is going through a big growth spurt since 
the second Covid lock down, and who wouldn’t 
want to live in beautiful Murrindindi!

achieving fabulous prices  for our properties.

So if you are thinking of selling or leasing, call 
us for a sale or rental appraisal now and jump 
on the Yea train.

Sales
Deb Robinson 0423 771 698

Rentals
Jan Gillmartin 0417 429 441

www.darobinson.com.au84 High Street, Yea - Phone: 5797 2500
email: info@darobinson.com.au

2 Morgan Drive, Yea10 Loan Street, Yea76 High Street, Yea

36 Oliver Street, Yea 50 Mcleishs Road, Killingworth 10 Lyons Street, Yea

SOLD

1010 Loan Street, Yea

SOLD
7676 High Street, Yea

LEASED

33636 Oliver Street, Yea

SOLD SOLD

11010 Lyons Street, Yea

SOLD

Have you considered construction?
WITH tens of thousands of Victorians 
expected to lose their jobs after the 
withdrawal of the Federal Government’s 
JobKeeper scheme, Master Builders 
Victoria (MBV) is urging Victorians 
to potentially consider a new career 
in building and construction, at a time 
when the industry is desperately short 
of tradespeople.

The $90 billion JobKeeper scheme 

on Sunday, March 28, with Federal 
Treasury speculating that up to 150,000 
jobs could now be lost across Australia.

MBV CEO, Rebecca Casson is 

facing unemployment to consider 
a career change into building and 
construction.

“Unfortunately, there will be many 

themselves unemployed through no 
fault of their own,” she said.

“However, at the same time, in the 
building and construction industry we 
are now facing a huge boom in demand, 
and an unprecedented shortage in many 
trades and skills. There could be some 
very good opportunities for Victorians 

to think about a whole new career, 
especially women who currently make 

up only one per cent of the industry in 
Australia,” she said.

Ms Casson also applauded the 
announcement by the Victorian 
Government of the formation of the 
new body Apprenticeships Victoria.

will provide support and create 
much better pathways for potential 
apprentices of all ages, to make their 
way into the workforce and it couldn’t 
have come at a better time.”

Twenty-eight year old Luke Hartley 
was a late starter to his apprenticeship, 
taking on a carpentry apprenticeship 
three years ago, after studying 
Commerce and then Construction 
Management at university.

“Best thing I’ve ever done! There’s 
so much work around and I love being 
on the tools and combining that with 
what I learnt at uni. I think like so 
many other young people, I almost felt 
like I had no other option other than 
going to uni, but I know now where I’d 
rather be,” he said.

“If anybody wanted my opinion 
about whether they should think about 

A recent survey found almost 80 
per cent of Victorian building and 
construction businesses are currently 

being able to secure key tradespeople.

Ms Casson also reminded MBV 
members that last week, the Victorian 
Government introduced the $250 
million Jobs Victoria Fund which will 
provide a wage subsidy of up to $20,000 
per eligible employee to meet the costs 

12 months of their employment.
“This new fund is a welcome and 

positive initiative focusing on several 

government as being disproportionately 
affected by the impacts of COVID-19, 
including women, and I encourage our 
members to take a look at whether they 
can utilise the fund to help them take 
on more team members,” she said.

Supporting women is a key objective 
of the program, and other priority 
groups include people who have been 
unemployed for more than six months, 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people, workers with disabilities, 
newly arrived migrants from non-
English speaking backgrounds, and 
workers aged under 25 or over 45. 

“While the pandemic has certainly 

and construction industry, we remain 
optimistic that out of the adversity our 
sector has been confronted with, we’ll 
start seeing new opportunities for 
people to join our industry and support 
for the companies looking to employ 
them,” Ms Casson said.

Highest level on record
THE Australian Bureau of Statistics building approvals 
data for February 2021 show that approvals for private 
sector houses have yet again risen to the highest level 
on record.

HomeBuilder has delivered effective support 
and stimulus to protect the jobs of the one million 
Australians employed in the construction sector.

In February, approvals for private sector houses rose 
15.1 per cent with 13,939 approvals recorded. This is 
the highest level on record since the ABS began the 
series in 1983 and exceeds the previous record in 
December last year.

Building approvals for private sector houses in 
February 2021 are up 57.5 per cent compared to the 
same time last year.

These record results solidify other recent key 
measures of success such as; New home sales rose 
by 60.5 per cent across the nation in the three months 
to February compared with the same period last year 
according to the Housing Industry Association (HIA); 
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the HIA found 
national new home sales in 2020 increased by 32.5 
per cent compared to 2019; and a 50 per cent increase 

according to the Real Estate Institute of Australia.
Treasury estimates HomeBuilder will support up to 

$18 billion worth of residential construction projects. 
HomeBuilder is supporting the economic comeback 
and will continue to support residential construction 
jobs well into 2022.

More information on HomeBuilder can be found at 
treasury.gov.au/coronavirus/homebuilder
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HELP SHAPE OUR FUTURE
Complete our online survey and tell us what you think 

is important for the future of Murrindindi Shire. Your 
feedback will help us develop a new Council Plan, 
which will guide our work over the next four years.  

Visit theloop.murrindindi.vic.gov.au/future

Get in touch with Council
murrindindi.vic.gov.au
5772 0333  

You can also join an interactive community workshop at 

7.00 pm on Thursday 22 April, where we will run through 

the survey together and gather your feedback. You’ll have 

the opportunity to ask questions and chat with Council 

officers about your ideas. Registrations are essential.  

To register, visit theloop.murrindindi.vic.gov.au/future

2030Yea at the Yea Library
2030YEA is keen to support Yea to become 100 per cent renewable by 2030. They are 
hosting six presentations on renewables and adapting to climate change.

The six Thursday early evening presentations planned for Yea Library start on April 
8 at 5.30pm. The one hour session will provide useful and practical information for Yea 
residents.

The speakers are a great lineup of locals and regional luminaries.

April 8
John Anderson, 2030Yea’s hardworking 
treasurer and former electrical engineer, will 
teach people how to read their electricity 

electricity retailer if the one you have is far 
too expensive. If you’re a pensioner or have 
another Centrelink concession card, you may 
be able to collect $250 just for going through 

forget to bring along your latest electricity 
bill.

April 15
Grant Wyett, a new local from Glenburn and 
Operations Manager for RACV Solar, along 
with his work colleague Tom McKenzie, 
will be talking people through the maze 
that is trying to decide about renewables, 
including which solar PV, which battery, and 
what the government incentives are for each 
of them. RACV Solar is all set to put solar 
and batteries at the Yea Rec Reserve very 
soon.

April 22
Matthew Charles-Jones, who has led Totally 
Renewable Yackandandah (TRY) along 
the 100 per cent renewable path since they 
started in 2014, will talk about community 
energy and how Yea might go about making 

He works for Mondo, Ausnet’s commercial 
business which provides infrastructure, 
utility and community energy services.

April 29
Elaine Furniss and Ron Litjens, both Yea 
locals, will be talking about home energy 

how to use some useful assessment tools 
that 2030Yea has been able to purchase for 
the Yea Library, such as a thermal imaging 

camera and a power mate which can show 

might be falling down. Elaine’s going to 
show a short video about what makes her 

wouldn’t want a $9 per month energy bill. 
There’ll be a list of tips and tricks from a 
number of sources, to which the audience, 
will be free to add.

May 8

will be launching 2030Yea’s three new 
short videos related to climate adaptation on 
the topics of regenerative agriculture, Yea 
community garden, compost and food table, 
and a local home energy audit right here in 

videos and Out on a Lim was the local video 
production team. All of the movie stars are 
Yea locals. They will also introduce people 
to the new climate adaptation pages on the 
2030Yea website including audio interviews 

images.

May 15
Alister Huth, intrepid 2030Yea farmer 
and committee member from Limestone, 
will be hosting two short TEdX videos on 
regenerative agriculture and a Q&A on Zoom 
with Brian Wehlburg from Inside Outside 
Management and Holistic Agriculture. Brian 
ran a recent holistic management workshop 
at Buxton, auspiced by Upper Goulburn 
Landcare Network.

The organisers are very grateful to Yea 
Library and Murrindindi Shire Council 
for hosting these presentations and hope 
that people will pop in to join them for an 
hour before their later evening meetings and 
television specials.

Elaine Furniss. -S Alister Huth. -S

John Anderson. -S Clare Daly. -S

Ron Litjens. -S Matt Charles Jones. -S

Thomas McKenzie. -S Grant Wyett. -S
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Difficulty: 
Medium
Fill in the boxes using 
the numbers 1 to 6.

Every row and column 
and every group of 6 
boxes inside the thicker 
lines must contain each 
number only once.

Sudoku

KIDS PUZZLES
Colour

Word Search: Farming
AVOCADO

BEANS

CARROT

CHICKEN

DUCK

GARLIC

GOATS

LAMB

LETTUCE

ONION

PEAS

PUMPKIN

RADISH

SPROUTS

SQUASH

Crossword

Sudoku
Difficulty: Medium

Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9.

Every row and column and every group 
of 9 boxes inside the thicker lines must 

contain each number only once.

Q: Where was the 
below image taken?

Trivia

Word Search: Occupations

ACROSS
1. Things from which a 

choice may be made.
8.  Having no inherent ability to 

move or to resist motion.
9.  Bitterly scathing and 

venomous manner of speech.
10.  A mournful, poetic lament 

for a deceased person.
13.  Giving only major points 

or a rough outline.
15.  Engage in a brief and 

petty quarrel.
17.  A spirited horse used 

for state or war.
19.  Took the first steps in 

carrying out an action.
20.  Extending far downward 

below a surface.
22.  Narcotic drugs that contain 

an opium derivative.
25.  The post at the top or 

bottom of a flight of stairs.
28.  Inspiring affection or 

warm sympathy.
29.  A rack or ledge fixed to 

a wall to store objects.
30.  One who inflicts severe 

physical or mental suffering.

DOWN
1.  Puts goods and money in 

reserve for future use.
2.  Graceful, moving and 

bending with ease.
3.  Synchronise or occur at 

or during the same time. 
4.  Fits pieces of wood into 

prepared slots in a surface.
5.  Having a pleasant or 

attractive appearance.

6.  An elaborate, often 
outdoor entertainment.

7.  Continue to be in the 
same place or condition.

11.  Ripening towards the 
end of the season.

12.  A place where cars are 
serviced and repaired.

14.  A pot with a handle and a 
spout for boiling water. 

16.  Formally renounce all 
duties and obligations.

21.  Think about something 
at length and in depth.

23.  Put the wrong spin on 
someone’s words or idea.

24.  White granules used to 
sweeten tea and coffee.

25.  Where a bird lays eggs 
and shelters its young.

26.  A wild plant growing 
where it is not wanted.

27.  Allowed to play without 
interference or assistance.

BAKER
CARPENTER
DENTIST
DIVER
DOCTOR
DRIVER
ENGINEER
FIREMAN

FISHMONGER
FLORIST
JUDGE
LAWYER
NURSE
PIOLET

PLUMBER
POLICEMAN
TAILOR
TEACHER

SOLUTIONS 
Page 12
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Chris’s TV
The Television Reception Specialist

Servicing the Murrindindi Shire & Surrounds

Christopher Edwards
0405 554 915

 TV & FM radio antennas 
 Extra TV wall points

ANTENNAS

KBRICKLAYING &
LANDSCAPES

• New homes • extensions 
• renovations • pizza ovens

• outdoor entertaining areas

0409 336 327

BRICKLAYING

E
M

C
00

33

CONCRETING

Fleetwood Concreting
If it’s concrete you need, phone Mac!

Any style - any size
• Driveways • Paths • Slabs • Foundations

• Steps • Crossovers
• Plain • Coloured • Stencil • Slate

or • Exposed Aggregate

All excavations and concrete cutting

Phone 0418 534 973

E
M

C
01

35

debra@sargeantsm.com.au

CONVEYANCING

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Electrical Technology
• Eco Smart Electrician • Domestic / Commercial

• Undergrounds • Electrical Design
• Cable Locations • Trenching

• Solar Installations
Grid Connect / Off Grid / Batteries

Ph 5751 0000
info@e-tec.net.au

www.etecelectrical.com.au Rec No 12906EMC0060

ELECTRICIANS

EMC0082

Phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 951

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

EMC0072

All general farm fencing, cattle yards, sheep yards, 
vineyards, on site welding and oxy work.

Tree plantation ripping
5 hydraulic post drivers and pneaumatic drivers

HAY CONTRACTING
Mowing, raking , round and square bales, cartage,

 loading, unloading.
GRASS SLASHING

4 extra heavy duty slashers
GENERAL FREIGHT

Hay, timber, wool, steel, grapes, machinery

FENCING

Servicing the Murrindindi Shire 
for 35 years

on site 24 hour service
Automotive glass 
Household needs 
Shower screens 

Shop fronts 

Ph Steve Heard
YOUR LOCAL GLAZIER

0427 577 839

ALEXANDRA
WINDSCREENS

& GLASS

GLAZIERS

Custom built kitchens, 3D kitchen design,
Granite and Reconstituted stone, laundries,

Creative design and quality, 
 vanities, wardrobes

0409 146 465
38 Johnston St, Alexandra

sales@murrindindikitchens.com

EM

KITCHENS

Specialising in on-site
mechanical repairs and 

servicing of trucks, 
tractors, 4WDS, farm 
machinery, stationary 
engines, pumps etc.

Ph Craig
0402 560 076
anytime for a quote

C&S Diesel Repairs

MECHANICAL REPAIRS

ALEXANDRA  PANELS 
& TOWING

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
Bianca and Giles Wright

5772 1904

AFTER HOURS
0483 051 192

alexandrapanels@gmail.com
3 BUNDERBOWEIK STREET

PANEL BEATERS

EM
C

00
53

0419 553 803

PLUMBERS

DWC0048

0408 576 287

I&M SIMPSON & SON PTY LTD
Established 1953

25 Aitken Street, Alexandra
Ph 5772 1205
24HR FUEL

PROUDLY AND INDEPENDENTLY 
LOCALLY OWNED 

FUEL DISTRIBUTOR

• degreasers
• grease guns
• pumps
• accessories

 Suppliers of 
• bulk fuel
• service station facilities
• oils • greases

SERVICE STATIONS

• Tree pruning & removal • Stump removal 

5775 1935
Al Seaton: 0438 751 932

info@highcountrytrees.com.au - www.highcountrytrees.com.au

PROFESSIONAL
EMC0073

TREE SERVICES

Advanced 
TREE CARE

Servicing N.E. Victoria

Tree Removal Chipping Qualified 
Climbers & Arborists Fully Insured 

Falling Mulching Stump Removal  
Tower Hire  Free Quotes

0449 810 683
(03) 5778 7479

Please call 
Michael on

EMC0125

WATER BORING

North Central Water Cartage
"27,500 Litres"

Food grade stainless steel tank

Call Matt 0408 104 644

WATER CARTAGE

Ph 0428 972 386

PLUMBERS

Phone: 5772 1002
Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au
Deadline: 12 noon Thursdays
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KIDS - SUDOKUCROSSWORD SUDOKU

TRIVIA

Timber worker statue – Rotary Park Alexandra

“So trying to combine it all into one 
cohesive working unit is a huge job, but 
that’s a lot of what my job encompasses.”

Debbie was at the front of many changes 
that occurred at the school during her 
tenure including the inclusion of teaching 
ukulele, a stronger emphasis on science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) subjects, the upgrade of portables 
to building and revamping the open 
spaces so that the asphalt was replaced 
with synthetic grass.

One of the major inclusions into the 
school’s curriculum was the inclusion 
of Chinese language across all the year 
levels.

Debbie reached out to an online 
platform, Meg Languages, making Yea 

the langauge teaching program back in 
2013. So while the rest of world has learnt 
over the last 12 months the capabilities of 
teaching online, Debbie and her students 
had been accustomed to the teaching style 
for years.

“Not many of our students were going 
into the city and experiencing other 
cultures, especially at the time when the 
program was introduced, we didn’t have 
any families who were of another culture,” 
she said.

“So we started studying a different 
Asian country every term, but then after 
a while, I had come across an email from 
these guys and I spoke to my staff about 

their thoughts on teaching Chinese to the 
students.

“Each grade has their own teacher who’s 
based in Beijing. The actual program is 
organised by two Australians, one who’d 

and the teacher streams in to teach the 
class. As a school, we do not have to try 
and organise anything, as the program 
ensures we have all the resources to 
successfully run the program virtually.”

Maintaining two-ways relationships 
with the students and their families was 
another crucial agenda for Debbie who 
implemented what she considered a 
restorative justice method when handling 
situations.

“What we encourage the kids to do, 
which is really important is to tell us 
if they’re not happy with something 
someone said, or done something that 
they’re not comfortable with, so that we 
can help them,” she said.

“Whereas when I say that to kids who 
come when they’re older from other 
schools, they say things like ‘no that’s 
dibby dobbing’. No it’s not if you’ve tried 

need help. It means you’re a bigger person 
by asking for help.

“We talk to everyone that’s involved in 
the problem. So the idea is, at the end, you 
come out with exactly what’s happened, 
everyone’s been able to talk about what’s 

happened and how they feel. They then 
leave knowing it’s sorted and done with.”

In retirement, Debbie hopes to spend 
more time with her own family, with plans 
of visiting Perth to see her grandchildren 
as well as looking after her grandchild in 
Melbourne once a week.

“Some people say you wake up one day 
and you know it’s time, well I didn’t. I 
agonised over the decision for a long time 
but since making the decision, I haven’t 
felt like I made the wrong decision,” she 
said.

“I think it’s the right time for me to see 
what’s in the next chapter of my life. I’ve 
got grandchildren that I want to be able 
to spend more time with. I feel like often 
I put the school ahead of my family, so 
that’s going to be great to be able to have 
the time to do other things.”

Debbie is adamant that she won’t 
become a stranger to Yea Primary and the 
events that the school hold.

“I’ll still go and watch the kids play 
footy and netball. I love doing that. If I 
don’t do these things, I will just miss the 
contact I have been able to have with them 
for so long.”

Debbie will take long service leave in 

latter half of the year.
“I’d like to thank everyone for their 

support and care. I’ve been really lucky to 
work in a town where everyone looks out 

Continued from Page 1

Yea Primary School farewells Debbie George

Yea High School’s vegetable garden
IN year nine, students at Yea High 
School study a subject called Patch 
to Plate, in which they aim to grow 
vegetables for use in the school 
kitchen. They have been working 
on the vegetable patch for the past 
two years.

The garden was in disarray 
after a six week absence over the 
Christmas holidays, with weeds 
taking over. Students got to work 
under the guidance of teacher 
Mrs Sandy Redden, picking the 
vegetables which had survived, 
mainly tomatoes and zucchini, and 

collecting seeds and rejuvenating 
the garden.

followed by mulching then 
replanting some vegies starting 
with seeds. They were also helped 
by Mrs Redden’s husband who 

kindly whipper snipped, mowed, 
repaired the hothouse, and erected 
a climbing frame.

Some of the boys carted gravel 
to make the paths more winter-
friendly, and to aid in weed 
control. The vegetable patch is now 

looking great, and the students are 

the school kitchen.
Any leftover animal manure or 

old hay or straw donations for the 
no-dig garden would be greatly 
appreciated.

Register 
for 

Melbourne 
Anzac 
March

REGISTRATIONS to take part in the Anzac 
Day commemorative march in Melbourne 
opened on Tuesday, April 6 at 9am.

Under the current health restrictions, the 
march to the Shrine of Remembrance will 
go ahead, with an approved maximum of 
5500 participants marching along St Kilda 
Road.

RSL Victoria has been working with the 
Victorian Government and the Anzac Day 
Commemoration Council on all State-wide 
COVID-Safe commemorations, which 
includes the Melbourne Anzac Day Dawn 
Service, city march, and commemorative 
service.

All RSL Victoria sub branches and 

to share registration information with 
veterans, serving or ex-serving in their 
networks who may wish to march to the 
Shrine of Remembrance on Anzac Day.

To register, visit: register.rslvic.com.au
Once people submit their registration 

online, they will receive an automatic 
response to let them know that their 
registration has been submitted. They 
will then receive further communication 
the week commencing Monday, April 
13. Registration does not automatically 
guarantee a place.

Priority will be allocated to Australian 
and New Zealand Veterans (current and ex-
service members of the Defences Force). If 
places remain, tickets will then be assigned 
to allied forces, followed by descendants.

Allocation of tickets will be considered 
based on the time of when registrations are 
submitted, and the priority listed above.

All registrations will be stored in a 
centralised system. If health advice changes 
to allow more participants, additional tickets 
will be released accordingly.
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ClassifiedsClassifieds Call 5772 1002 now
to book your ad today!
Fax  5772 1603  or Email
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Alexandra

Ph 5772 1002
E: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Yea
Wednesday & Friday 10am-4pm.

Ph: 5797 2468
E: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Deadline - Noon Monday 
Proofs

   Line ads – proofs not supplied
 Display –   will only be supplied if requested

Payment
Payment is required when placing the 

advertisement. Cash, cheque or credit card 
facilities available. Master Card or Visa (no 
AMEX). Non-payment prior to deadline may 

result in advertisement not appearing.

Death notices

or authority from a direct family member or 
funeral director.

Vehicles/Deals on Wheels
Registration or VIN number must be included 
in advertisement. Deals on Wheels will run for 

8 weeks unless cancelled when sold.

Bargains under $100
Either one item to the value of $100 or 

several items not totalling more than $100.

Animals
It is an offence to advertise the sale of a dog

or cat unless the microchip identification 
number of the animal is included in the 

advertisement. A registered domestic animal 
business may use its council business 
registration number as an alternative.

Refunds or credits

appearance. Although every care is taken 
to ensure your advertisement is correct 
errors can occur. Notify us immediately 

if there are errors in your advertisement. 
Refunds or credits will not be issued if your 

advertisement has appeared numerous
times and you have not notified us. Credits 
or refunds will not be given if advertisements 

appear out of order.

Conditions of advertising
Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd has the right 

to refuse any advertisement. Alexandra 
Newspapers Pty Ltd gives no guarantee for 

positioning of advertisements. 

Copy right
Material published in this edition is 

subject to copyright provisions and cannot
 be used without the company’s permission.

 Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd accepts 
no responsibility for the unauthorised 

republication of such material. 

Print Post Approved - PP 100000292.

Monday -Thursday 9am-5pm
Fridays 9am-3pm

PAY FOR 1 AND GET  
7 WEEKS 

FREE*
Advertised in the Alexandra Standard,

and Yea Chronicle

Maximum 28 words Complete the coupon and forward with your payment 
to Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd, PO Box 5, 

Alexandra 3714 or email 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au 

NO LATER THAN NOON MONDAY. 
Your ad will then run for 8 weeks unless we are advised it has sold.

Name:............................................................................

Address:.........................................................................

.......................................................................................

Ph:..................................................................................

       Cash Visa/Mastercard Cheque

Card Number:............../..................../................/................

Expiry Date:............../................

*Advertise until sold is for private advertisments only. All adverts must be pre-paid at the approriate 
word rate as indicated on the booking form. All adverts will run for 8 weeks unless advised that it 
has sold. Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd reserves the right to decline any advertisment. All adverts 
must include the relevant registration number or if unregistered the VIN number.*

12 words $22.90    16 words $24.70    20 words $26.50 
24 words $28.30    28 words $30.10

Selling a CAR, 
BOAT, CARAVAN 

or TRAILER??

DEALS ON WHEELS

McKenzie’s
Tourist Services Pty Ltd

Since 1927

Long term employment opportunity with 
our team. Family owned business, Buxton 

Daily

mckenzies@bigpond.com or phone
5962 5088.

Full Time
Bus Driver

SITUATION VACANT

Retail Site Staff
Alexandra and Yea

Endeavour Petroleum is a successful family 

Job Responsibilities

 customer service at all times

•
 is essential
Ideal Experience

info@endg.com.au or call Megan 

FINCH CAR FRIDGE 
3 way 240V, gas 12V. 
$100. Ph 0418 170 366

BARGAINS
UNDER $100

Rental and Sales
Alexandra

Treadmills, X- trainers, 
exercise bikes, rowers 

and more. 
PH:0407 231 377

FOR HIRE

The Yea Show AGM 
will be held on Tuesday 
April 13, 7.30pm at the
Tennis Club Rooms.
Rodney Ridd - secretary

0417 340 838

MEETINGS

FRIENDS OF THE 
LIBRARY ALEXANDRA 
& DISTRICT INC. 
Annual General Meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, 
April 20, 2021 at 6pm. 
Alexandra Library, Grant 
Street. Alexandra. New 
members welcome. 
Nomination forms for 
committee positions 
available from the library 
or from the secretary: 
proctor@virtual.net.au. For 
more information please 
phone 0423 043 564. 

MEETINGS

ISA BROWN LAYERS 
- POL, $24 each. Ph 
5798 1868. Pick-up 
in Alexandra or Yea. 
freerangehens.com.au

PETS & 
LIVESTOCK

KYLSTRA, Wytze 
(Vince)
Whanregarwen CFA
Captain Steve Prothero 
and members are 
greatly saddened by 
the sudden passing 

sincere condolences 
to the Kylstra family.
Wytze was a valued 
long-term member of
our brigade and was 
Captain from 1996 
to 2000. He was an 
inspiration, great friend 
and mentor to us and 
to the wider community. 
We will miss him.

KYLSTRA, Wytze 
A loved and respected 
member of the CFA. 
Our condolences to his 
wife and family from the 
Acheron Fire Brigade.

DEATH NOTICES

DEATH NOTICES

SMITH, (Hall) Rhonda 
Kaye

April 10, 1990
In loving memory of
our daughter, sister
and aunty. So loved, so 
sadly missed. Forever
in our hearts.

IN MEMORIAM

Memorial Service
The Shaw family 
would like to extend 
an invitation to the 
community to attend a 
memorial service

One Year On
to celebrate the life of 
Ashley 'JOHN' Shaw 

23/08/1932-17/03/2020
(aged 87)

Loving husband of of
Gwen (dec), adored 
father and father-in-
law/friend of  Marty
and Karen, Warren 
and Heather, Ross and 
Carolyn and Elle and 
Jason.

Saturday, April 10
Time: 2pm

Place: Yarck Hall
P r e - r e g i s t r a t i o n 
through McCormack 
Funerals is preferred, 
thank you.

MEMORIAL 
SERVICE

YARCK RURAL 
FIRE BRIGADE AGM 
AND POST SEASON 
MEETING will be held 
on Wednesday, April 21 at 
6.30pm in the fire station 
meeting room. Supper is 
provided. All welcome.

Ph 5772 1002
or email

reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Deadline is noon Monday
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SPORT

Night clay target shoot

stayed in town and attended the day shoot 

Some of the winners: Phil Wojtowyez (Corowa), Royce Wojtowyez (Corowa), Lachlan McDonald 
(Wangaratta), Colin Finn and Peter Finn (Echuca). -S

In 

,

work is in the Toolangi, Acheron and 

New junior and senior cards 
to inspire love of fishing

and Boating Melissa 
Horne said the cards will 
inspire stewardship and a 
connection to recreational 

regarding the new cards 

appealing to those who 

licence sales will 

Logging regrowth 
impacted by deer
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   SPORT

Alexandra to 
host veterans 

cricket 
matches

ALEXANDRA Cricket Club will hold 
its end of season Presentation Night at 
the Corner Hotel Alexandra on April 9.

There are still further matches 
however, on Monday, April 12, 
Wednesday 14 and Friday 16 Alexandra 
Cricket Club will host the Victorian 
Veterans Cricket Association who will 
be playing over 60s cricket at Leckie 
Park. Some fabulous cricket will be on 
display so come along and enjoy the 
games.

For further information contact the 
club president Darren Waixel on 0408 
576 758.

Easter weekend speedway meeting 
attracts top competitors

Alexandra Speedway report  
by Dean Thompson
IT is becoming nearly impossible 
to stop him, Anthony Beare from 
Mount Gambier has won his 
seventh Victorian Street Stock title, 
this time at Alexandra Speedway 

Beare was among a host of popular 
winners on the Easter weekend 
meeting with Josh Service, Kacey 
Ingram, James Oliver, and Dylan 
Barrow also securing victory in 
their classes.

The Victorian Street Stock title 
had attracted cars from New South 
Wales, South Australia, and all 
over Victoria to compete, with 
a healthy number of locals also 

on Friday night started the action 

the feature race action on Saturday.
There was almost no better way 

to start the weekend’s racing than 
when on Friday night Alexandra 
club chief steward Dale Morrison, 

three other Alexandra members to 

Steven Watts from Warrnambool, 
Ricky Cornwall from Kilsyth, and 

Adrian Lawrence from Traralgon, 
Beare and Cornwall both making 
it two from two, and Jacob Mills 
from Victoria’s North East were 
winners in round two.

Friday night closed with wins 
to Anthony Beare from Morris 
Ahearn of Bendigo, and Jason 

while in the other, Mills defeated 
Geelong based racer Jason 
Degoldi, and Shane Roycroft from 
Kialla in the other.

A night of socialising and a 
morning of repairs was followed 

Morrison once again kicking 
off the action with a win. Beare 
making it three wins from three 
starts to this point, Matt Nelson 
from Woori Yallock and Lawrence 
took race wins in round three, 
before David Barrie. Beare making 
a clean sweep of four wins from 

Anthony Beare from Mount Gambier, the new Victorian Champion in street 
stocks. -S

BDJTA Summer Games were runners up after a great 
effort. Alex Southam, Dylan Rule, Mathew Thomas and 
Jack Fallon. Tim Thomas was absent. -S

The Alexandra section four junior tennis players in the BDJTA Summer Games won 

Mia Fitzpatrick was absent. -S

third Jason Degoldi from Geelong. -S

four starts. Roycroft and Degoldi 

the feature race, a marathon 35 
laps on the 570-metre-long track 
was to be a gruelling test. Early 

Beare led Ahearn, Cornwall, 
Degoldi, and Roycroft. Lawrence 
brought himself into the battle 
with Roycroft then Cornwall being 
dislodged from the front pack a 
third of the race in. Watts slotted 

Degoldi was second behind Beare.
Watts was dislodged from the 

lead pack and New South Wales 
visitor Chris Marino slotted into 
the podium position. When the 

title race Beare had a six second 
victory margin from Degoldi, 
Ahearn, Marino, and Lawrence 
the top Alexandra member to 

Across the weekend Beare set 
new one lap, 10 lap and 15 lap 

records for the class and continued 
his reign as the ‘G.O.A.T’ of 
Street Stock racing with a seventh 
Victorian title to go along with his 
four national titles and nine South 
Australian titles and multiple other 
titles around Australia.

Junior Sedan action saw 
Wandin racer and Alexandra 
member Dylan Barrow pick up a 
Top Star class feature win in an 
all-Alexandra member podium 
in front of Jayden Bryant, 
Breanna Simpson, Jack Randall, 
and Seth Sloane. Barrows was 
never headed in the feature race 
winning by just .331 of a second 

in vain to take the win.
James Oliver was too classy 

in the New Star class of Juniors 
as he won by over four seconds 
from Maddy Capon, the returning 
Rye Orme, his sister Christine 
Oliver, and the visiting Miller 
Throckmorton. James led all the 
way from the drop of the green 

at the venue.

In Sports Sedan action the 
crowd-pleasing popular club class 
saw popular club man Josh Service 
winning in a class line up from 
Brendan Miller, Steve Kershaw, 
Dale Smith, and Steven Akil in 
another all-Alexandra podium 
result. Consistent laps from 

a distance between him and those 
who had to work their way through 
several positional battles trying to 
catch up.

Finally, young gun Kacey 
Ingram from Warragul won the 

Victor Benson, and Jaimi Barber 
from Benalla. Ingram, visiting 

adult racer, took the lead from 
Sheerman on lap nine of 15 and 
took a feature race win.

Alexandra Speedway is back 
again on May 8 with dog leg circuit 
racing including the popular Crash 
and Bash Class, a Ladies Open 
Sedan feature and club classes.
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Change to handicap ratings for Yea golfers
Yea golf report by Alan Pell
EIGHTEEN men contested a stableford 
event on Wednesday, March 31 at the 
Yea Golf Club. Local pharmacist David 
Ngo (20) with 40 points won from Steve 
Rumney (27) with 38. Bob Glenister 
(12) was third with 35 from fourth Neil 
Peterson (13) 34 on countback from 
Michael Sheather (38), There was no 
nearest the pin on the second and Brian 
Priestley won the Club Award.

with everyone’s handicap shortened 
because the club has been rated on the 
blue course as 69 not 71 as it had been. 

comparison with other courses. Saturday 
will also see a local rule change with the 
horse trailer paddock being declared an 
OOB area, not GUR as it has been.

Saturday saw 23 players contest the 
second of two rounds for the board event, 
the Barry Moore Trophy. Even with a 
reduced handicap of 10 Lachie Wischer 
produced 40 points to win the day and 
take the Barry Moore by three points, 

with 39 points on the day and second in 

Kevin Coghlan (18) who was trying to 
make it three years in a row. Third on the 
day was John Tanner (20) with 37 points 

Bill Dredge (17) 34. Lachie was nearest 
the pin on the second and Greg Clements 
won the Club Award.

The club is moving to One Golf digital 
recording on mobile phone as an option for 
all competitions. Cards are still required 
at this stage and interested members can 
download the mi score app to trial this 
system. Contact club captains or Wayne 
Rowe for assistance.

CBD 
finals 

held at 
Yea

Yea bowls report by Viv Cavanagh
BOTH the Division 1 and Division 2 Central 
Bowls Division Pennant Finals were held at 

out during the Division 2 game the teams 

competition.
On March 20, Kilmore 81 defeated 

on March 21 and 27. Wallan 82 defeated 
Seymour VRI 44. The pennant winners in division one. -S

The pennant winners in division two. -S


