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Lake Mountain up for lease
ALPINE Resorts Victoria (ARV), the 
statutory body overseeing Victoria’s 
alpine resorts, has announced 
that they are soon to launch an 
expressions of interest (EOI) process 

lease over Lake Mountain and/or 
Mount Baw Baw.

The press release states, “This 
process will enable ARV to explore 
opportunities and ideas with the 
private sector to reinvigorate Lake 
Mountain and Mt Baw Baw and 
deliver a vibrant and sustainable 
future for these resorts. It also has 

with how the larger northern 
resorts operate.”

It also noted that the two 

[have been] unable to achieve a 

a vibrant and sustainable future.”

The EOI process will be run 
through the Buying for Victoria 

Speaking on the telephone 

like to clarify that it’s not a sale. 
People have been talking about us 
selling the resorts. All of the resorts 
in Victoria are on Crown land and 

a property or operates a business in 
those resorts has a long lease with 
Alpine Resorts, Victoria.

in reinvigorating Lake Mountain 
and/or Mount Baw Baw through 

those resorts. We’re also looking for 

those resorts, which is what we see 

bigger resorts like Mount Buller and 
Falls Creek.”

Asked what will happen if they 

the EOI process, then really the 

onus is back on ARV to work with 

opportunities for those resorts. 
We’ve been charged with trying 

future for Lake Mountain and Mount 
Baw Baw, and what we’re doing 
through this process is exploring 

to do just that.”
When question about whether the 

for tobogganing and so forth, Ms 

at this stage. Through the EOI, 

The Alexandra Secondary College Class of 2024. Good luck to all of the students on their future adventures. -S

Continued Page 4
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Weekly Weather 
December 4-December 10, 2024

Goulburn R at Lake Eildon D/S 10.00am Mon 1.39 steady below minor

Rubicon River at Rubicon 10.00am Mon 0.57 steady

Acheron River at Taggerty   9.48am Mon 0.68 steady below minor

Home Creek at Yarck 10.04am Mon 0.23 steady

Yea River at Devlins Bridge   8.29am Mon 0.58 steady below minor

Yea River at Yea GV Water PS 9.21am Mon 0.97 steady below minor

Goulburn River at Ghin Ghin 10.00am Mon 3.79 steady

King Parrot Creek at Flowerdale 10.00am Mon 0.56 steady below minor

King Parrot Ck at Kerrisdale 10.00am Mon 0.50 steady

Goulburn River at Trawool 10.00am Mon 1.40 steady below minor

Sunday Creek at Tallarook 10.00am Mon 0.38 steady below minor

Goulburn River at Seymour 10.00am Mon 1.73 steady below minor

Whiteheads Creek at Seymour 10.11am Mon 1.27 steady

**ISSUED AT 10.16AM ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2024

STATION NAME

RIVER HEIGHTS FOR THE GOULBURN CATCHMENT
TIME HEIGHT TENDENCY FLOOD CLASS

Alexandra....................................... 48mm
Buxton............................................ 69mm
Eildon (AWS)..................................... 75mm
Flowerdale...................................... 73mm
Jamieson......................................... 77mm
Kinglake......................................... 53mm
Lake Eildon.................................... 77mm
Mans eld........................................ 21mm
Taggerty ......................................... 65mm
Yarck .............................................. 69mm
Yea.....................................................67mm

Above details for 7 days to 9am Monday

Height above sea level this week..................284.82m
Capacity as at 9am Monday...............................84.4%
Metres below full supply..................................4.08m
Daily in ow .................................................3000ML
Release........................................................ 1500ML
Eildon Pondage (may be subject to rapid change).................71%

DISTRICT RAINFALL

LAKE EILDON If you have any enquiries please do not hesitate 
to contact the o ce on

 5772 1002 or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

We thank you for your continued support

   Thursday 5pm
   Thursday noon
   Thursday 5pm
   Monday noon
   Monday 9am
   Monday 10am
   Monday 9am
   Monday 10am

Real Estate
Trades & Services

Early General News 
Classi eds

Editorial
Sports Editorial

Letters to the Editor
Thumbsup/down

DEADLINES

Alexandra District Health
5772 0900

Yea & District Memorial 
Hospital 5736 0400

In an emergency dial
000

WEEKLY
Tues Art Group (Alex Tennis Rooms) 10am-3pm Ph 5773 2306
Tue Seniors Carpet Bowls 1.15pm
Wed Social Bowls 11am Alexandra Bowls Club Ph 5772 1150
Thu Take off weight naturally 5.45pm 5773 2427
Fri Seniors Social Club 1pm
Sun AA 7pm Anglican Church, Alexandra Ph 0402 428 086 
Sun Alanon Recovery 5.30pm. Ph Sheila 0402 428 086 
Sun Alex & Dist Dog Obedience, training. Ph 0456 583 611
Thu 7.00-10pm SES, SES/CFA complex Ph 0418 576 666
Fri Communitea 10am-12pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801

MONTHLY
1st Wed Alexandra Lions dinner meet, Corner Hotel 0427 595 318
1st Sat Alexandra Quilters RSL Hall 10am-3pm Ph 0437 005 465
1st Sun Crop/Produce swap 10.30am--noon @ Embassy of Ideas 
2nd Tue Alexandra District Garden Society Meeting Ph 5772 2285
2nd Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
2nd Sat Alexandra Market - at Station Street Ph 0427 509 988
2rd Sat Alex Repair Café 1-3pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
3rd Sat Murrindindi Men 6-8pm@ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
3rd Wed Alex Lions business meeting, rear RSL hall 0427 595 318
3rd Thu Alexandra Ladies Probus 10am RSL Ph 0428 976 252
3rd Thu Community Potluck dinner 6-8pm @ Embassy of Ideas
3rd Sun Alexandra RSL  Ph 0409 950 913
4th Tue Yarck CWA Meeting, 10.30am Yarck Hall.
4th Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
4th Thu Alexandra Redgate CWA Meeting 1pm, Ph 0402 804 517
Last Fri Carers Group 10am. Free morning tea. 0418 402 455

For a $5 annual fee for one line, your club or organisation’s 
regular meeting dates will be listed each week. Not only is this 
a reminder to your regular members but also a good source of 
what groups are available in the community, when they meet 

and a contact phone number.

COMMUNITY DIARY
Local Radio Frequency

UGFM 106.9 Alexandra / Lake Eildon
UGFM   88.9 Yea / Highlands
UGFM   98.5 Marysville / Lake Mountain
UGFM   98.9 Flowerdale / Hazeldene
UGFM   94.5 Kinglake Ranges

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
can be submitted via email to 

editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

 or by mail to Alexandra Newspapers 
 PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714.

Letters must be 300 words or less. We will 
not publish defamatory letters, or content 
which is o ensive, threatening or containing 
personal attacks. Submitted letters may be 
edited before going to print.
All letters must contain writers name, 
address and contact number. (not necessarily 
for publication). Letters without these details 
supplied cannot not be published. Deadline 
for Letters to the Editor is 9am Monday.

CONTACT DETAILS
CLASSIFIEDS AND COMMERCIAL PRINTING

reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au
MANAGER AND ACCOUNTS Karen Morrison

manager@alexandranewspapers.com.au
accounts@alexandranewspapers.com.au

ADVERTISING - Jo
1sales@alexandranewspapers.com.au

TRADES - Mary
trades@alexandranewspapers.com.au

EDITOR Anne Richey
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au

(Bailey) journalist@alexandranewspapers.com.au
(Milly) reporter@alexandranewspapers.com.au

SPORTS
sports@alexandranewspapers.com.au

43 Grant Street -  PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714
Telephone: 5772 1002 Fax: 5772 1603

Hours: 9am-5pm Monday-Friday
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Eildon developments
I WAS part of the deliberative panel to 
investigate the option of raising $400,000 
needed to be contributed by council as part of 
their contribution to the Eildon Splash Park 
under the Eildon Reserves Redevelopment.

This follows previous attempts to sell 
their parkland following the removal of the 
Eildon Kindergarten and the sale of its site 
and relocation to the Eildon Primary School 
in 2001.

21st Street park is also to be sold, and any 
surplus funds from the sale would be diverted 
back to the Eildon community.

After the shire press release in 2022, 150 
people signed a petition not to sell the parks 
and was presented to council and in the 

the sale of council land in Eildon would be 
forthcoming as soon as practical.

There has been no response from council, 
but in 2022, people responded to the shire’s 
website in the Loop, with 70 per cent of 
respondents voting not to sell the parks. 
This was deemed to be mixed feedback and 
to develop a greater understanding council 
called upon our community members to be 
part of an independently run deliberative 
panel, one day per week over three weeks, run 
by Capire Consulting Group from Melbourne.

Like many consulting groups, they are 
employed with the outcome required by the 
clients, and their job is to give the panel 
member a feeling of power and purpose and 
structure the questions and tasks to reach the 
conclusion the council wants.

There were two options given to the panel 
members, 1. Proceed with land sale, or 2. 
Do not proceed with sale and reduce project 
scope and stage delivery.

On the second meeting, option two was 
changed, that if the land was not sold, the 
project would not proceed.

The result was of the 25 panel members, 
23 voted to sell. There was no mention of the 
hundreds of people opposing the sale. Council 
was determined to remove the restrictive 
covenant stating public use playground.

Council’s later press release states 18 key 
worker accommodations will be placed on 
the two sites.

With further investigation, council intend 
to subdivide the land, instal services, truck 
in two and three bedroom pre-built units 
and be the landlord and letting agent with 
possibly employing extra staff to manage 
the development.

Now with creative accounting to be used, 
as council’s contribution to the development 
will be the land value, the $400,000 needed 
to proceed with the Eildon Reserves Project 
has clearly been deceptive.

Thanks go to the hundreds of people who 
opposed this short-sighted plan and have 
been deceived all along this process and now 
council is rubbing our noses in it.

The old adage is alive and well when 
dealing with council, if it sounds too good 

Cleve Aitken, Eildon (adjacent to the new 
caravan park)

Giro della Donna
THE Giro della Donna event was held around 
Marysville last weekend. Congratulation to the 
B & B’s and accommodation establishments 
in the area who no doubt did well due to this 
event. How many of these places are actually 
owned by local people?

The streets were virtually being set up for 
closure from Friday and barriers were still 
being removed into Sunday evening. If I had 
needed to go from the Kerami Crescent end 
of town to Barton Avenue I would have to 
have driven via Buxton and Narbethong, and 
return. Locals couldn’t drive to their work 
places, tourists and day visitors couldn’t go 
for a drive to the usual attractions in the area 
as these were restricted, they couldn’t even 
drive through the main street.

It was advertised as a great event for the 
town. I believe two coffee vans were set up 
opposite a local cafe. What an insult. 

Letters to the Editor

Continued Page 15
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ALEXANDRA PHYSIOTHERAPY
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Empowering you towards better health
Over 25 years of clinical experience.

• Clinical Pilates
• Orthotics

• Back & Neck Pain
• Sports Injuries
• Joint & Muscle Injuries
• Rehabilitation post surgery or injury
• Consulting Rooms available for rental

5772 2649
54A Downey St, Alexandra

HICAPS: Health fund rebates claimed on the spot.
Veterans Affairs, TAC, WorkCover, Private,

Medicare (EPC referral from GP)

throughout the Murrindindi Shire
A LOCAL, WHO KNOWS LOCAL NEEDS

ALL HOURS

A LA LA LA LOCAOCAOCAOCALLL,L, , WHOWHOWHOWHO KNKNKNKNOWSOWSOWSOWS LOLOLOLOCALCALCALCAL NENENENEEDSEDSEDSEDS

Garnet Bailey 0417 346 214
Chris Walsh 0407 194 037

Text 0429 421 939 
to book a stall

Sunday, December 8 
from 9am to 1pm

MarysvilleMarysville
MarketMarket

All your favourite vendors including 
local gin and whiskey distillers, 
Cathedral Honey, Hannah’s Pantry, 

len eld a s, cented ane 
Candles, Clothing y acy ane 
and plenty of stalls with great gift 
ideas for Christ as
•• Local food stalls
•• Live music

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Alexandra Senior 
Citizens Club report

by David Tanner
THE highlight of the club’s activities last 
week was the tour of Koala Cherries at Yarck 
following the kind invitation of club member 
John Rouget. His son Michael conducted 
the tour with a thoroughly interesting and 
informative explanation of the scene before 
our eyes. A bustling bee hive had nothing 
on the constantly moving panorama in the 
packing shed. Quality control of the product 
was obviously foremost in the operation.

Many thanks to the Rouget family for 
extending their invitation to us and the club 
looks forward to seeing John and Patsy at the 
Christmas Lunch.

A reminder that Friday, December 6 is the 
club’s last business meeting of the year and 
your last opportunity to get your name on the 
list for the Christmas Lunch on December 13 
at the Rubicon Hotel in Thornton.

be December 20 with a strong likelihood that 
Ian will be leading a session of carol singing.

The club sends their best wishes and a 
speedy recovery to all members who may be 
not at their best at the moment.

Council to transition Family Day Care service to third-party providers
MURRINDINDI Shire Council has announced 
that it is transitioning its Family Day Care 
(FDC) service to third-party providers to 
ensure continued access to quality childcare 
for local families.

Council said that the decision comes in 
response to ongoing workforce challenges and 

sustainability of the service. By working with 
external providers, council aims to secure 

a stable and effective childcare service for 
the community into the future, with parents 
and children across our communities 
continuing to receive the same care under 
this new arrangement.

Council has made concerted efforts in 
recent years to support early years education, 
including workforce strategies, infrastructure 
reviews, and the adoption of the Kindergarten 
and Childcare Strategy 2024–2029.

They said that despite these proactive 
measures, external factors have necessitated 

the service’s ability to meet compliance 
requirements under the National Quality 
Framework (NQF) and the Children’s 
Services Act 1996. Current educator-to-child 
ratios also restrict capacity, reducing the 
service’s viability.

Council added, “Families can expect 
continuity in the high level of care they 
have come to rely on. The eight remaining 
educators are being supported to connect 
with alternative providers. Council will work 
closely with families to ensure the process is 
as seamless as possible and provide guidance 
and communication throughout the transition 
to minimise disruption.

“Council remains committed to supporting 
early years education and maintaining the 
availability of high-quality childcare services 
in the region. Transitioning to third-party 
providers will help secure a sustainable 
approach to delivering these services in line 
with community needs.”

For more information, please contact 
council’s Coordinator Children’s Services 
on 5772 0333.

Council’s Community Wellbeing Portfolio 
Councillor Jodi Adams said, “Our Family 

support to our community for the last 30 years 
and the service is highly valued. While this 
change may represent the end of a chapter for 
council’s direct role in the service and marks 
a shift in how the service is delivered, it is 
a necessary step to support the long-term 
availability and viability of quality childcare 
in our community.”

“We are proud of the contribution this 
service has made to local families over the 
years. Council will ensure that educators 
and families are well-supported during the 
transition to maintain continuity of care. 
On behalf of council, I’d like to thank 
all educators for their dedication and the 
invaluable role they’ve played in supporting 
our wonderful community.”

More information on the Eildon 
Key Worker Accommodation

MURRINDINDI Shire Council was asked to 
provide further information on the Eildon Key 
Worker Accommodation, including dwelling 
types. They were also asked how much council 
was contributing, in addition to the Regional 
Development Victoria (RDV) funds.

They responded, “Council has been 
successful in our grant application to the 
Regional Worker Accommodation Fund, to 
contribute to the Eildon Key Worker Housing 
Project. The project is designed to provide 
housing for essential workers in the Eildon 
area, supporting local industries and the 
ability to attract skilled staff to our region.

“Council is considering modular key worker 

time and adaptability. These modular houses 
will range from shared accommodation units 
for individuals to larger houses suitable 
for families. Our goal is to provide high-
quality housing that meets the immediate 
needs of key workers and anticipates future 
demographic changes.

subject to change. We will be seeking 
community feedback on the housing designs, 

we will consider the amenity of neighbouring 
properties, aiming to preserve the character 
of the area.

“Following this, an application for a 
Planning Permit will be considered by council. 
As part of this assessment, the application will 
be put on public notice pursuant to Section 
52 of the Planning and Environment Act 
1987. There will be an opportunity for the 
whole community to make submissions 
on the application as part of the planning 
permit process.

“Council has allocated up to $1.4 million 
in the 2024/25 Annual Budget as a co-
contribution for this project. A detailed report 
on the Eildon Key Worker Housing Project is 
set to be presented to council in December.

“We are excited about the progress of this 
important initiative and will be sharing further 
details regarding the state government grant 
and the funding amount when commercial 

Forest Firefighters 
in protected 

industrial action
ON Thursday, November 28, Australian 
Workers Union members working for 
Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMV) 
employed by the Department of Energy, 
Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) 
began protected industrial action. The action 
is being taken in order to have the ability 
to bargain for fair wages and conditions, 
which under the Victorian Government’s 
wage policy is not possible.

Up to 800 forest firefighters are 
taking part in the protected industrial 
action. Along with a 30 minute work 

protected actions that will see some non-
emergency paperwork not completed, meal 
breaks taken at the depot, interruptions 
in work to speak to the public about 
the enterprise negotiations and the ability 
to post on social media.

According to AWU calculations, Forest 

and Wild Dog Controller Enterprise 

per cent of all employees working for the 
Victorian Government.

Melba Highway roadworks
ROADWORKS along the Melba Highway 
in the Glenburn area will be taking place 
until December 15 weather permitting. 
The works will be carried out in stages, 

6pm during this period, with minor delays 
to be expected.

Downer Group, on behalf of DM Roads 
and the Department of Transport and 
Planning, will be delivering roadworks 
along the Melba Highway.

Downer has been distributing letters 
to stakeholders in the immediate vicinity 
of the works and Variable Message Signs 
(VMS) will be in place to advise motorists.

The project will comply with 
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 
Victoria guidelines regarding timing and 
noise pollution.

POLICE are investigating the circumstances surrounding a theft in Rubicon between 
Friday, November 22 and Monday, November 25.
It is believed unknown offenders attended the Rubicon River Road business between 
3.30pm on Friday, November 22 and about 7am on Monday, November 25 and stole 
a silver 2024 tandem machinery trailer with registration number: 68830B.
The trailer contained a red Digger King 2.3 excavator, with the serial number 

Investigators have released an image of the trailer and digger in hope it may be able 
to assist with the investigation.
Anyone with information is urged to contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or 

crimestoppersvic.com.au

The Digger King 2.3 excavator. -S

POLICE REPORT
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When questioned about whether the 
mountain might be closed down for 
tobogganing and so forth, Ms Gardner said, 
“That’s not the intent at this stage. Through 
the EOI, we’re actually looking for entities 
capable of investing in and reinvigorating the 
resort offering. I would imagine considering 
the key resort offering at Lake Mountain is 
the snow play offering, it would be about 
building on that and optimising that, not 
closing it down.”

In recent years, Lake Mountain has installed 
cross country bike tracks from the mountain 
down to Marysville. Ms Gardner was asked 
whether they would be included in the lease.

She said, “We don’t know what will happen 
with anything really at this stage, because the 
EOI is a market sounding exercise. Until we 
run that process and assess the responses, 
we don’t know what impact it will have on 
either the summer or winter offering. But as I 
said, what we’re seeking through this process 
is really a proponent that can improve the 
vibrancy of the resorts and ideally, grow both 
the summer and the winter offering.

She said that the infrastructure of the cycle 
tracks “is included in the EOI, although noting 
that a large proportion of the trail goes out of 
the resort boundaries and into Parks Victoria 
boundaries, so it would be about negotiating 
an arrangement for the ongoing operation of 
that trail with those dual entities.”

Marysville and surrounds rely heavily on 
snow and cycle tourism and the announcement 

Continued from Page 1

Lake Mountain up for lease
has caused concern in the local community 
about what the future might hold.

Ms Gardner responded, “Snow and 
cycling are the two key product streams 
of Lake Mountain, so I would expect an 
entrepreneurial operator to actually build on 
those strengths and optimise those strengths.”

She said that they have already received 

more about leasing the mountains, “but 
really we won’t be able to properly assess 
that until the EOI launches and we get formal 
submissions,” Ms Gardner said.

In recent decades, there has been a 

alpine resorts, so Ms Gardner was asked 
whether the mountains would continue to be 
snow focused.

Ms Gardner said, “We’ve seen so with 
varying natural snowfalls over the decades, 
we’ve seen increased investment in snow 
making in all of our resorts and that’s been 
a really successful intervention to ensure 
the quality of snow and the longevity of the 
season. And that goes for Lake Mountain as 

in snow making there so again, it would be 
about people taking over those operations 
and also considering how to bring in new 
technologies to sustain those operations 
moving forward.”

She was also asked how the local 

in in the EOI. Ms Gardner said, “So the 
EOI is just a market testing exercise. All 
we’re asking people for at this stage is their 
ideas on how they would progress with the 
resort through this process. If we identify a 
proponent that we’d like to progress within 
a concept that we’d like to progress with, we 
would then engage with staff and community 
on that concept.”

So how long has this process been planned? 

runs from January 1 to December 31. We 
run on a calendar year rather than a standard 

the last month looking at our budgets, looking 
at a range of different methods or initiatives 
that we’re looking to introduce across all 

performance, and that includes looking at 
what we do at Lake Mountain and Mount 
Baw Baw, such as this EOI.

“We’ve made positive steps to reduce the 

we’re looking at what some really positive 
commercial opportunities might be to bring 
someone in to really evolve the offering and 
turn those resorts around.

“Before ARV took over the resorts, Lake 
Mountain and Mount Baw Baw were run 
collectively, and they were running at 

a collective operating loss of around $8 
million per year. After one year of revised 
management of those resorts, we’ve actually 

and we’re already planning on what else we 
can be putting in place to reduce that further 
in years to come.”

It’s understood that the loss was shared at 
a similar level across both resorts.

When asked whether there would be 
public consultation prior to any leases 
being transferred, Ms Gardner said, “We 
need to run the ROI process to understand 
what some concepts and proposals may 
be, and once we’ve actually got something 
that’s viable, that’s what we would engage 
with stakeholders.”

Do the stakeholders includes the local 
community, Ms Gardner was asked. She 
said, “We have community representation 
on our stakeholder consultative committees, 
which includes council, local business 
representatives and user groups.”

She added, “We’re really just trying to 
cast the net wide to see what opportunities 
are out there and we see this as a really 
positive step forward for the resorts because 
we may get someone really innovative and 
entrepreneurial that can come in, invest and 
turn these resorts around.”

She added, “With a result like this, you 
know it makes sense to draw employment 
from the local community, which has a 
lot of experience and existing passion for 
the mountain.”

Murrindindi Shire Mayor Damien 
Gallagher commented at the council meeting 
on November 27, “Following productive 
recent discussions with the Environment 
and Sport Minister Steve Dimopoulos, I 
wrote to the minister this week seeking a 
commitment to prioritise Lake Mountain 
in future development plans with a view to 
realising the untapped potential for economic 
growth and community enrichment.

“It was surprising then to learn today… that 
expressions of interest are being sought for 
commercial management of Lake Mountain 
Alpine Resort. The Alpine Resorts Victoria 

all resorts in the state. The lived reality is 
under-investment in Lake Mountain and this 
outcome of jettisoning the little guy from 
the group. It’s certainly disappointing that 
council and the Marysville community have 
not been engaged as a critical stakeholder 
in the deliberations to date. Council will be 

contribute to shaping the solution with ARV.”
According to the Southern Alpine Resorts 

Management Board 2019 annual report, Lake 
Mountain had a regional economic impact 
of $76 million, along with 708 jobs in the 
regional community.

THE items in Out and About are sourced from 
our advertising and news stories. Out and 
About is not a free community listing diary. 
Not all items can be included and are placed 
at the discretion of Alexandra Newspapers.

* * * * * * * * *

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5
Alexandra District Health AGM will be held at 
4pm at the hospital. All welcome, refreshments 
will be available after the meeting. RSVP 
Jennifer Creed by November 28.

* * * * * * * * *

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6
Free health checks at Yea Saleyards. For 
further information check the website or 
facebook page.

* * * * * * * * *

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7
Darren Gilbert Open Studio. Saturday and 
Sunday 10am-4pm each day or by arrangement 

at other times. 5 Giffard Street, Yea. 0421 
378 451.

----------
Speedway in on again. VSC open standard 
saloons, VSC ladies series, sport sedans and 
plenty more action. Racing starts at 4pm.

* * * * * * * * *

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8
Marysville Market, 9am-1pm. All your 
favourite vendors including local gin and 
whiskey distillers, honey, jams, candles, and 
much more. Plenty of Christmas gift ideas.

* * * * * * * * *

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11
Darlingford Upper Goulburn Nursing 
Home AGM will be held at 1.30pm in the 
North Lounge room. Video conference 
available on request. All welcome, RSVP 
by December 10 to 5774 2711 or email 
darlingford@dugnh.com.au

* * * * * * * * *

THUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWN

THUMBS UPTHUMBS UPTHUMBS UP

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down is a reader’s 
contribution section of Alexandra Newspapers. 

Send your Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down to 
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Contributions will be edited and/or published 
at the Editor’s discretion. We request that this 

section not be used as a slander attack on 
persons, businesses or property

THUMBS UP: To Grant Street 
Grocer sponsoring ‘Latte with a 
Lawyer’, with free legal advice and 
answers to any legal questions last 
Wednesday. It solved my query with 
great professionalism and a coffee.

THUMBS UP: Thank you to all the 
nurses and staff at Alexandra District 
Health for the understanding and 
help they gave me during my stay at 
the hospital recently. I couldn’t wish 
for better.

THUMBS UP: It’s lovely to have 
flowers in Grant Street again, nestled 
inside beautifully made planter 
boxes. Thanks to Pam and Ross 
Thompson, the Woodies, Yenckens, 
and all the other businesses which 
contributed.

THUMBS DOWN: To Red Cross 
Victoria and the state government. 
Due to lack of funding, we will no 
longer have a Red Cross patient 
transport car based in Alexandra from 
mid-December. This car was used by 
volunteers to transport patients from 
anywhere in the Murrindindi Shire to 
medical appointments throughout 
the shire and beyond.  Another 
community service gone.

THUMBS UP: To Eildon CFA for 
their informative and knowledgeable 
presentation to the locals on what to 
do during bush fire season. Thank 
you.

THUMBS DOWN: To the shabby 
exterior of some businesses in Grant 
Street. Pride in our workplace is very 
important aspect of the main street 
and the message it sends to our 
many visitors and customers.
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Alexandra Newspapers is proud to 
be a collection point for all donations 
to go toward it’s in the bag program 

run by share the dignity.

Head to: 

sharethedignity.org.au
to learn more about the organisation, to get help, to donate, to volunteer, 

t t th i ti b ki h i th i li h

Head to: 

sharethedignity.org.au
to learn more about the organisation, to get help, to donate, to volunteer, 
or to support the organization by making a purchase in their online shop.

Council has secured funding to create the Alexandra East Development
Plan (AEDP), which will guide the future use and development of 71
hectares of land in Alexandra’s major residential growth area.

The AEDP will support coordinated, sustainable growth that integrates well
within the existing township and aims to encourage well-designed residential
development that contributes to housing affordability and boosts our local
economy.

How can you get involved?

Join the Community Reference Group and share your thoughts on how the
Development Plan can best meet the needs of the Alexandra community.

Interested community members are encouraged to submit an EOI to join the
Community Reference Group by 12 noon on Friday 20 December 2024. 

For more information about this project or to submit your EOI, visit
theloop.murrindindi.vic.gov.au/aedp or give us a call on (03) 5772 0333.

HELP SHAPE THE
ALEXANDRA EAST
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Helico Australia receives grant 
for construction of new facility

HELICO Australia Pty Ltd, a specialist 
helicopter servicing business based just 
outside of Alexandra, has received a $789,766 
grant from the Victorian Government’s 
Forestry Transition Program to go towards 
the construction of a new headquarters.

Member for Northern Victoria, Jaclyn 
Symes, visited Helico’s current factory last 
Friday to announce the grant, tour their 
operations, and meet the team.

“This expansion by Helico Australia will 
not only provide additional local jobs but will 

community,” Ms Symes said.
Also in attendance were Murrindindi 

Shire Council Mayor Damien Gallagher and 
CEO Livia Bonazzi, as well as members 
of council’s Economic Development team. 
The grant eventuated with the support of 
Murrindindi Shire Council.

Helico Australia will put the Forestry 
Transition Fund grant towards the 
construction of a new $1.5 million purpose-
built maintenance facility and headquarters, 
so it can meet the growing demands of the 
aviation industry.

The new premises will consist of larger 
workshops with work bays for helicopter and 
engine tear-down and rebuilds, a spare parts 
store, paint booths, sheet metal manufacturing 
and non-destructive testing.

There will also be a dedicated area 
for innovative engineering design and 
fabrication technologies.

Helico’s owners, Hylke and Neri Kijlstra 
have long dreamed of building a new workshop 

“Without funding, building a new 
headquarters would have been a lengthy 
and slow process, but with the support 
of the Transition Fund, we can fast-track 
our plans and ensure we continue to meet 
the demands of the aviation industry and 

contribute positively to our local economy,” 
Helico Director Hylke Kijlstra said.

“This grant will allow us to build the facility 
we have dreamt of since we started Helico. I 
am grateful to the Victorian Government for 
giving us this opportunity and investing in 
our community,

“Our goal is to address the critical issue of 
the ageing workforce of Licensed Aircraft 
Maintenance Engineers (LAME) in Australia. 
By investing in local skills and providing 
training opportunities, we aim to encourage 
a new generation of skilled professionals in 
our community.”

Helico Australia is planning to use local 
tradespeople for the construction of the 
new facilities, having already established 
relationships with trades in the region. The 
business currently has 24 staff, and when 
the new facilities are built it will employ 
an additional nine full-time employees in a 
variety of roles ranging from engineers to 
hangar and grounds staff and trainees.

Helico Australia services and rebuilds 
Robinson helicopters that are used by the 
agricultural and resources industries in 
northern Australia for stock mustering and 
transport, as well as the delivery of supplies 
during the wet season.

Though their main headquarters is 
located just outside Alexandra, they have 
remote bases in Fitzroy Crossing, Western 
Australia; Kilcoy, Queensland; and Darwin, 
Northern Territory.

Round two of the Forestry Transition 
Fund, which supports job creation and 
business development in and around 
communities impacted by the end of native 
timber harvesting, is now open. A $20,000 
employment incentive payment for the 
employment of ex-native timber workers is 
also available. For more information visit vic.
gov.au/forestry
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Planter boxes to create 
a beautiful main street

WHILE on a visit to New South Wales, 
Alexandra local Pamela Thompson noticed 
planter boxes in some of the small towns, 
beautifying their main street. She thought that 
it would be a great idea for Alexandra as well.

She set to work, conducting research on 
similar ideas in nearby shires, including 
Strathbogie and Mitchell. She found that 

through a COVID-19 grant, and decided to 
approach Murrindindi Shire about getting 
some planter boxes installed locally.

She needed to gain the support of a local 
community group, and the Alexandra and 
District Traders and Tourism Association 
agreed to support it.

The Woodies (Alexandra Community Shed 
and the Eildon and District Woodworkers 
Guild) said that they would make the boxes. 
The organisation has been working very hard 
on making the beautifully crafted planter 
boxes ever since. They used recycled timber, 
sourced from a local farm for the boxes.

be installed by the time of the Great Victorian 
Bike Ride this weekend, but COVID-19 held 
things up. Two planter boxes were installed on 
the evening of Wednesday, November 27. One 
is located outside the Alexandra Pharmacy 
and another outside O’Brien’s Real Estate.

There will soon be planter boxes outside 
the Alex Cafe, Sports Power and The Alpaca 
Shop, and various other locations. All of the 
shops with a planter box have been given a 
watering can.

Guidelines are in place for where they can 
be located, so they don’t disrupt vehicles 
or pedestrians.

Pamela formerly worked in plant nurseries, 
and has chosen plants which are appropriate 
(and frost-resistant). There will be a mix 
including gazenias and annuals.

Pamela would like to thank Manwele Ghirxi 
and the Woodies for making the planter boxes, 
Peter Johnson at Yenckens for bins and plants, 
and David Leary at Bedrock for providing 
goods free of charge.One of the newly installed planter boxes. -S John glueing a piece of a planter box. -AR

The Woodies made all of the planter boxes which are set to adorn Grant Street. -ARWoodies members putting one of the planter boxes together. -AR

Manwele and Lynne. -AR
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New CEO for Parks Victoria
MINISTER for Environment, Steve Dimopoulos, released a statement 
last Thursday following the discussion around Parks Victoria in 
Federal Parliament.

It reads, “We want as many Victorians as possible to enjoy the great 
outdoors. Parks Victoria manages more than four million hectares of 
parks and reserves which attract more than 100 million visits every 
year. These assets must meet the needs of Victorians for generations 
to come. It’s clear that Parks Victoria’s current operations need to be 
improved to meet community expectations.

“I have therefore ordered a comprehensive review of Parks Victoria, 
to advise how the organisation can better serve the needs of Victorians 
and help them enjoy the great outdoors.

“The review will focus on Parks Victoria’s priorities, the delivery 
of its objectives under the Parks Victoria Act 2018, the organisation’s 

ways the organisation reduce red-tape, improve customer service, and 
deliver better outcomes for Victorians.

“The review will be completed by March 2025, and will be overseen 
by the Victorian Government with the support of Korda Mentha.

“As part of this process, Matthew Jackson, the CEO of Parks Victoria, 
has departed his position by mutual agreement and I wish him well.

“Graeme ‘Gus’ Dear has been appointed as Interim CEO of 
Parks Victoria.

“Gus brings with him 30 years of experience in public and private 
sector administration and has served on the Victorian Fisheries 
Authority (VFA) Board since its inception, most recently as chair. Gus 

“His passion for the great outdoors and experience in administration 
means he is the right person to help Parks Victoria change.

“His leadership will ensure Parks Victoria continues to provide 
accessible, enjoyable outdoor experiences while protecting and 
enhancing the state’s natural environment.”

Graeme Dear is also a member of the Great Outdoors Taskforce, 
determining the future of forests across the state, excluding the 
Central Highlands area, which is being explore by the Eminent Panel 
for Community Engagement.

The Victorian National Parks Association expressed their concerns 
about the change. The association’s Executive Director Matt Ruchel said, 
“It’s hard to see how major cuts to funding for Parks Victoria combined 
with an out-of-the-blue review meets community expectations. We 
are deeply concerned this is a trojan horse for dismantling hard-won 
nature protections.”

to the review.” 

Champions of change
Street Grocer, they knew they wanted to reduce their 

a circular economy around the food waste generated, 
a collaborative relationship was formed.

The team began implementing small in-house 

What remains was repurposed either by being fed 
to chickens, added to a worm farm or composted. 
By measuring how much and what type of waste is 
produced we are able to better manage it.

A bigger solution was required and thanks to a 
substantial grant from Sustainability Victoria the 
team were able to invest in a specialised food waste 

out food waste of all sorts, everything from coffee 
grounds to meat bones and turns any food waste into 
shelf stable, usable garden fertiliser. The addition of 
the food waste dehydrator to the toolkit meant that 

there is now the capacity process more then 150kg of 
food waste a day.

So far over 30 tonnes of food waste have been saved 

This solution to the wicked problem of food waste 
has taken courage to implement. At the moment 
there are no incentives to undertake this work, and 
most hospitality businesses, either through lack of 
knowledge, resources or options, continue to put their 

byproducts that harm the soil and the atmosphere as 
it breaks down.  

Grocer for being ongoing active participants in this 
program, for their ongoing commitment, for letting 

with the fabulous team of secondary school students, 
for the endless washing up of buckets, and for making 
this a vision of active hope.

Lisa and Alan Harding in front of a gorgeous bed of food produced as a part of this innovative project. -S



The Alexandra & Eildon Standard, Wednesday, December 4, 20248

Student of the Week Proudly supported by 
Kinglake branch

Ella has been very 
focused and hard-

working when 
preparing for 

our school play. 
Wonderful e ort Ella.

EILDON PRIMARY SCHOOL
Lily and 
Henry 

displayed the 
school values 

of Achievement 
and Integrity in 
all their work 

this week.

ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
Baxter

Baxter is working so diligently across 
all learning areas. What has been truly 

impressive is how he is challenging 
himself to do more than expected, 

particularly in his writing. It is great to 
see him using interesting vocabulary 
choices and trying his best to write 

sentences that engage the reader. Baxter 
- we love your positive attitude towards 
school and how you are a really great 

friend towards all.Congratulations.

Lizzie Rowntree – 5/6A

Lizzie shows our school values 
consistently. Lizzie is inclusive in the 

playground, encouraging younger 
students to join in with her to ensure 

they have someone to play with. 
Lizzie partners with anyone in the 

classroom. She is always polite and 
helpful to teachers and can be relied 
upon to lend a helping hand  We are 

proud to have you in our learning 
community, Lizzie. You are a star.

ALEXANDRA PRIMARY SCHOOL BUXTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Have yourself a very 
sustainable Christmas
MURRINDINDI Shire Council wants everyone to have a sustainable 
festive season. Therefore they are offering a few ideas to help 
celebrate sustainably so that people can save money and waste 
less this festive season.

Rethink Your Wrapping
Did you know that much of the wrapping paper we buy for our 
Christmas gifts is not recyclable? If it is shiny, or looks like foil or 
cellophane, it contains plastic and needs to be re-used or disposed 
of in your general rubbish bin, the red lid.

Instead, why not give the gift of less waste this Christmas 
by choosing eco-friendly wrapping options? Swap single-use 
wrapping paper for reusable gift bags, fabric wraps, or even 
newspaper with a touch of ribbon.

Sustainable Decorating

up increases, with more celebrations meaning more rubbish going 
into our bins. There are so many ways we can reduce Christmas 
waste, and every little bit counts.

Sustainable decorations can be gorgeous and very easy to make. 

and dried orange garlands. LED Christmas lights not only use 
less energy but also last longer, meaning fewer replacements and 
less waste over the years.

Sustainable Feasting
Reduce food waste this Christmas by planning meals carefully and 
using up leftovers creatively. Love your leftovers by turning them 
into a snack or meal on Boxing Day, maybe making some ‘bubble 
and squeak’ or pea and ham soup.

What you can’t use can be composted or put into the general 
rubbish bin, red lid. Remember to keep food and paper serviettes 
out of the mixed recycling bin, yellow lid.

Recycle Right
Remember to recycle holiday waste properly to divert precious 

the mixed recycling bin, yellow lid, except shiny wrapping paper, 
which should go in the general rubbish bin, red lid, as it contains 
soft plastic and cannot be recycled.

Batteries and E-waste can be dropped off at your local Resource 
Recovery Centre and other battery drop-off locations. Please never 
place food, soft plastics, toys, clothes or Christmas decorations in 
your mixed recycling bin, yellow lid.

Hydration station for Leckie Park
LECKIE Park in Alexandra is one of 
several community sites that are the 

expansion of Goulburn Valley Water’s 
Be Smart Choose Tap permanent 
hydration station program.

Goulburn Valley Water (GVW) 
has par tnered with Mitchell, 

provide Seymour Lions Park, Leckie 
Park in Vickery Street at Alexandra, 
and Bonnie Doon Recreation Reserve 
with permanent hydration stations.

As part of the 2018-23 Price Plan, 
Goulburn Valley Water made a 
commitment to provide every one 
of its towns with a drinking water 
supply with its own hydration 
station. Six years on and there are 
now 72 hydration stations located in 
Goulburn Valley Water towns.

Goulburn Valley Water Managing 
Director Dr Steve Capewell said 
public parks and recreation reserves 
were often hubs for physical activity 
in their communities and the 
availability of water while exercising 
or competing for their clubs was a 
necessary element for residents.

“Ensuring our hydration stations 
are located in areas where they will be 

the partnerships we have with local 
councils,” Dr Capewell said.

“This latest round of installations 
does just that, with not only football, 
cricket, tennis, netball, lawn bowls, 

but also people just out for a walk or 
to exercise their dog.

“It would be great to think that, 
like the commitment we made several 
years ago to have hydration stations 

Murrindindi Shire Mayor, Cr Damien Gallagher, Goulburn Valley Water District 

of the new permanent hydration station. 

in every town with a drinking water 
supply, we could continue to work 

based at other parks and recreation 
reserves in the southern region,” Dr 
Capewell said.

At Alexandra, the new station is 
located along the U.T. Creek Pathway 
that connects the Great Victorian 
Rail Trail, Leckie Park and the 
upgraded play equipment, skate 
park and pump track at Rotary Park. 
It will enable people of all ages to 
maintain hydration as we enter the 
warmer weather.

Murrindindi Shire Council Mayor 
Damien Gallagher said the shire was 
excited to see the installation of a new 
hydration station on the U.T. Creek 
Pathway in Alexandra.

“This station will provide free 
access to drinking water for our 
community, promoting health 
and well-being, and importantly 
encouraging people to use reusable 
water bottles, therefore reducing 
waste,” Cr Gallagher said.

“This initiative highlights the 
strong partnership between Goulburn 
Valley Water and Murrindindi 
Shire Council, ensuring our public 
spaces are equipped to support 
active lifestyles. We look forward 
to continuing this collaboration to 

the region,” he said.
Alongside the per manent 

hydration station program there 
are also a number of portable water 
provision units available under the 
sponsorship program for outdoor 
community events.

For more information about the 
Be Smart Choose Tap sponsorship 
program and details of where to 
find existing hydration stations 
visit gvwater.vic.gov.au/community/
choose-tap
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New firefighting recruits 
across north east Victoria
FOREST Fire Management Victoria’s 
(FFMVic) newest recruits are learning 
the ropes at a week-long training camp at 
Yackandandah in readiness for the summer 

This summer FFMVic has employed 

the experienced permanent crews to keep 

will be based at depots at Alexandra, 
Marysville, Toolangi, Broadford, Kinglake, 

Beechworth, Bright, Ovens, Corryong, Mitta 

Recruits undergo two weeks of classroom 

The training camp provides opportunities 
for hands-on learning, from operating water 

pumps and chainsaws, to driving specialised 

In addition to emergency response, 

mowing, slashing and spraying; maintaining 
fuel breaks and the public land road network, 
trail and recreation site maintenance and 

Aaron Kennedy said, “Our recruits have 
diverse backgrounds which ref lect the 

“They play a critical role working alongside 

and challenging environments, helping keep 

“With an increased risk of bushfires 

are an important and valued addition to our 

It’s not too early to register your interest in 

2025/26 now, at: ffm.vic.gov.au/who-we-are/

The new Forest Fire Management Victoria recruits for the Murrindindi District. Pictured are Kim 
Fiddler, Isabel Longworth, Samuel Ackerman, Will Wright, Jack Schenk, Brodie Parsell, Alasdair 
Hutt, Charlie McKenna and Rory Chellew. -S

Victoria preparing for increased 
risk of fire this summer

parts of the state this summer, according to 

A lack of rainfall across most of western 
and northeastern Victoria, parts of greater 
Melbourne, Mornington Peninsula and 
southwest Gippsland has resulted in more 
fuels available and an increased chance of 

In addition, a dry 18 months in southwest 
Victoria has resulted in more fuel within 

The rest of the state is forecast to be at 

In addition, the Bureau of Meteorology 
is forecasting a higher chance of warmer 
maximum day and night temperatures 

Victoria’s emergency services remain 

at least 54 dedicated aircraft positioned 

includes a mix of water bombing, air 
supervision and air intelligence gathering 

Returning this year are two Large Air 
Tankers, which can operate from smaller 

for take-off and landing, making them 

Aircranes are also contracted to join the 

the efforts of thousands of dedicated 
emergency services personnel from across 
CFA, Forest Fire Management Victoria, 

Fire Rescue Victoria, VICSES and other 

Preparedness is a shared responsibility 
and it’s important for communities to take 

reducing the vegetation around your home 
by mowing lawns and clearing gutters 
are some of the most important things 
you can do to prepare for the higher risk 

Keep up to date with the Fire Danger 
Ratings and warnings on the VicEmergency 

plan at 
The Australian Seasonal Bushfire 

Outlook for Summer is developed by the 

emergency services, and supported by 
the Bureau of Meteorology, along with 

The outlook gives a national picture of the 

Emergency Management Commissioner, 

taste of what we might see over summer, 

“Victoria remains well prepared for the 

of dedicated emergency services personnel 
and now it’s time for the community to 

“Preparing for the higher risk weather 
season is a shared responsibility, and we’re 
asking the community to take action now 

“It’s critical that you understand your 

receive emergency information and never 
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Applications for Bendigo Bank scholarships now open
ONE of the largest and longest-running private 
scholarship programs in the country opened 
for applications on Monday, December 2 for 
the 2025 academic year.

For nearly two decades, Bendigo Bank’s 
scholarship program has empowered thousands 
of students across the nation by providing 

to life changing educational opportunities.
Since inception in 2006, the program has 

awarded millions of dollars in scholarships, 
transforming the lives of students by 
supporting their academic, professional, and 
personal growth.

Bendigo Bank Chair Vicki Carter said the 
board was pleased to continue supporting 
such an important initaitive as it heads into 
its 18th year.

“We are incredibly proud to support the 
program and continue this tradition,” Ms 
Carter said.

“Since 2006, this program has provided 
more than $13.3 million in funding to more 
than 1900 students from across Australia, 
helping to address the employment and 
skills challenges faced by young people, 
particularly in regional and remote areas.

“The range of scholarships on offer through 
the program will help students realise their 
full potential while supporting the next 
generation of leaders for our community,” 
Ms Carter concluded.

Eighteen-year-old, proud Yorta Yorta Dja 
Dja Wurrung woman, Ailish Clements was 
one of the 386 students who received one of 
the bank’s scholarships this year.

Currently studying at LaTrobe University 
in Bendigo, Ailish said she faced many 
challenges while completing her VCE.

“I had to move out and get my own place. 
That was a really big challenge for me to 
overcome and go through. I also fell pregnant 
in 2023 and had to complete my exams and 
VCE and graduate eight months pregnant,” 
Ailish said.

“It was hard, but it was really worth it. I 
look back and I’m so glad that I completed 
everything. It’s made me grow so much as 
an individual and this scholarship has even 
helped me to be able to continue my studies. 
Without this scholarship, I may not have been 
able to do that.

“To the local indigenous youth, I would 
tell them despite all the challenges, the 
achievements, and the end goal and what 
you get out of it, what you learn out of 
it, overpowers all the struggle you went 
through,” Ailish concluded.

If you, or someone you know is interested in 
applying, 2025 scholarships on offer include: 
Bendigo Bank Uni Scholarship for rural 
and regional students has 12 scholarships of 
$6500 per student, per year, for two years; 
Bendigo Bank TAFE Scholarship for rural 

of $5000 per student, per year, for two years; 
Robert Johanson Bendigo Bank Board 
Scholarship has one scholarship of $8000 per 
year for two years; Bendigo Bank Indigenous 
Scholarship Program has four scholarships 
on offer for either University or TAFE; 
university scholarships of $6500 per student, 
per year, for two years; TAFE scholarships of 
$5000 per year, for two years; Bendigo Bank 
Agribusiness Scholarship has six university 
scholarships of $6000 per student, per year, 
for two years; two $3000 TAFE scholarships 
awarded for one year, where students must 
demonstrate a desire to contribute to the 
Australian agricultural sector. Plus, hundreds 
of Community Bank scholarship programs 
run across the country.

Applications for the 2025 program opened 
on Monday, December 2 and close on Friday, 
January 31.

For more information about Bendigo Bank’s 
Scholarship program, including eligibility 
requirements, application instructions, 
deadlines, and to see more of Ailish’s story, 
please visit: bendigobank.com.au/community/
foundation/scholarships/

Murray cod season opens
SOME of Victoria’s most popular inland 

opened last Sunday.
Cod opening is an early Christmas for many 

three-month closed season, applicable to most 
waters north of the Great Dividing Range, 
which gives the iconic native species a chance 
to breed in peace.

Victorian Fisheries Authority CEO Travis 
Dowling said while large impoundments 
such as Lake Eildon, Rocklands Reservoir 
and Lake Eppalock are now open year-round, 

in rivers, creeks and smaller lakes.
“Cod opening weekend means people 

Goulburn, Campaspe, Loddon and Lindsay 
rivers, Gunbower Creek and many more, now 

eggs and rest on the nest,” Mr Dowling said.
“These waters are go-to spots for families, 

with riverfront camping spots at a premium, 
caravan parks packed, people eating at local 

service stations and enjoying all that regional 
Victoria has to offer.

Australian states and territories combined, 
including more than three million Murray 

cod each year thanks to the Victorian 
Government’s Go Fishing and Boating Plan, 
to make sure events like cod opening are 
circled in people’s calendars.

“There’s great experiences to be had 
whether you base yourself in a regional centre 

Bendigo or Mildura, you stay at a smaller 
town or even a waterfront camping site.”

Mr Dowling said Murray cod could be 
caught on relatively simple gear and were 
often found among woody habitat such as 
submerged logs and fallen trees.

“Cod are readily caught on lures like 
StumpJumpers and spinnerbaits, cast from 

enjoy success using yabbies, bardi grubs, 
worms or just a bit of cheese or chicken,” 
he said.

“Persistence and patience are the keys to 
success when chasing Murray cod, whatever 

northern Victoria helping people care for their 
catch with the right handling techniques and 

the 55 to 75cm slot limit.”
More information on bag and size limits 

can be found at vfa.vic.gov.au/murraycod

Diners enjoying the Grand Italian Feast at Holmesglen @ Eildon. -S

Two of the happy diners. -S

Grand Italian Feast delights 
Eildon with culinary splendour

came alive on Sunday, November 24 as 
locals and visitors gathered for the much 
anticipated Grand Italian Feast. The event 
was held from noon to 4pm, the event was 
a celebration of traditional Italian cuisine 
and lively entertainment.

Guests were welcomed with a 
refreshing Aperol spritz before indulging 
in a variety of dishes crafted with locally 

osso bucco, scallopine, cacciatore, and 
delectable desserts like tiramisu, and 

cannoli. Complementing the feast, wines 
from King Valley’s Pizzini and Politini 

authentic Italian experience.
Live music set the tone for a festive 

afternoon. For those who attended, it 
was more than a meal, it was a true 
Italian escape in the heart of the Upper 
Goulburn Valley.

Stay tuned for information about 
their next seasonal function, Long 
Lazy Summer Lunch, to be held in 
February 2025.
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Alexandra Fire Brigade raise funds for Movember

Alexandra Fire Brigade members just prior to their moustaches being shaved off. They raised a 
grand total of $10,845 for Movember, the highest amount among the CFA brigades. -AR

Audience members, including Great Victoria Bike Ride riders, at the Alexandra Street Party, where 
the Alexandra Fire Brigade held their Movember shave. -AR

The shaves underway. -AR

was the unfortunate winner. -AR

People from the audience were invited to make a donation and shave the moustaches of the 

Fletcher. -AR
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SEDONA ESTATE
182 Shannons Rd, 

Murrindindi 3717
sedonaestate.com.au  

0432 435 180

SATURDAY - SUNDAY
11.30AM - 5.00PM

CELLAR DOOR

DOGS WELCOME

Graze on our delicious 
artisan cheese platters & 

salumi boards and sip your 
favourite Sedona wine.

Name: .......................................................

Address: ...................................................

..................................................................

Phone: ......................................................

Your chance to WIN a $50 voucherYour chance to WIN a $50 voucher

For your chance to win a $50 
voucher from Sedona Estate, 
return this entry form by noon, 
Thursday, December 12, 2025.

Alexandra Newspapers, 
PO Box 5, Alexandra, 3714

Photocopies 
will not be accepted.

One entry per household.
Winner will be noti ed by phone and published in the rst edition of the month. T&C: Winner will be contacted by phone and name 
published in next edition of the feature. Voucher is not redeemable for cash. To be used for one purchase only. Multiple vouchers 
cannot be saved and used together. Sta  or family of Alexandra Newspapers are inelibigle to enter. Original form must be returned.

Dinner: 5.30pm to 8.00pm 
Tuesday to Sunday

Lunch: 12.00pm to 2.30pm 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday

Tuesday and Wednesday 
is Indian cuisine only, available 
for both dine-in and takeaway.

Thursday is Parma Night,
with all Parma’s priced at $22 available 
for both dine-in and takeaway.

For the rest of the week, we offer dine-in service only.

lable

5797 2000

info@peppercorn.com.au

yeapeppercorn.com.au

yeapeppercorn

Let’s eat;
it’s our treat

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Health benefits of dark chocolate
DARK chocolate has a number of health The effects of cocoa are numerous: it’s a 

rates of heart disease, cancer, and diabetes, 

nutritionsource.hsph.harvard.edu/food-
features/dark-chocolate/

Graze and gaze at Sedona Estate

The view from the terrace at the cellar door. -S
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A c c o m m o d a t i o n
I n - h o u s e  d i n i n g  a n d  b a r
E v e n t s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s

Name...........................................................

Address.......................................................

Phone..........................................................

Venue of your choice...................................
(A business advertising on this page)

Winner will be noti ed by phone and published in the rst edition of the month.
T&C: Only venues advertised in this feature are eligible to be chosen. Winner will be contacted by phone and name published in next 
edition of the feature. Voucher is not redeemable for cash. To be used for one purchase only. Multiple vouchers cannot be saved and 

used together. Sta  or family of Alexandra Newspapers are inelibigle to enter. Original form must be returned.

For your chance to win a $50 
meal, returns this voucher by 

noon, Thursday, December 13.

Alexandra Newspapers,
 PO Box 5, Alexandra, 3714

Photocopies will not be
 accepted.  

One entry per
 household.

Your chance to WIN a $50 meal voucherYour chance to WIN a $50 meal voucher

Let’s eat;
it’s our treat

Let’s eat;
it’s our treat

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Molesworth Hotel 
and General Store 

coming soon
THE Molesworth Hotel and General Store 
will be opening to the public on Thursday, 
December 5, bringing a fresh and vibrant place 
for eating and relaxing to the community. 

Newly appointed manager for the 
Molesworth Hotel, Shelley Martin, spoke 
to this masthead about the various parts of 
the hotel. 

“There are different parts to the hotel. At 
the front will be the general store, which will 
have coffee and sandwiches and other sorts 
of simple food that people can stop and buy,” 
Shelley said.

“The general store will feature an area 
where you can sit down and have your coffee, 
or have a drink, and look out over the view. 
It’s a beautiful view.”

The general store will be open seven days a 
week, from 7am. The hotel will be open four 
days a week, Thursday through to Sunday, for 

pub-style meals, and features a fully stocked 
bar as well as a beer garden.

“It’s a real focus on pub food. We have main 

porterhouse steaks, a brisket burger, lots of 
different parmigiana options, and we’ve also 
got pizzas,” Shelley said.

The Molesworth Hotel also features 
accommodation, with several rooms available. 

It is the fourth hotel in the Latitude 37 
group, giving it a solid base from which to 
launch. The group also includes the Tooborac 
Brewery, whose range of craft beer can be 
found at the other hotels and includes items 
such as a lager, stouts, XPA, and several 
pale ales.

To keep up to date with the Molesworth 
Hotel and General Store, visit their Facebook 
page or go to themolesworth.com.au/general-
store

The facade of the Molesworth Hotel and General Store. -S

Congratulations Maddi
THE winner of our $50 Let’s Eat voucher for November was Maddi Webb from 
Marysville. Maddi has chosen Trawool Estate for her voucher. Be sure to get 
your entry form from this edition for your chance to win a $50 meal at one of our 
advertised venues.
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Further information on Yea Saleyards website and Facebook page

Yea Saleyards Friday 17 January
& 7 February 2025Yea Saleyards Friday 6 December 2024

A family-owned local 
one stop shop for 

Plumbing, Irrigation, 
Farm, Stock and 

Pet Supplies.

46-48 William Street Alexandra      5772 2110      alexgrainstore@gmail.com

    Sponsored by

ON THE LANDON THE LAND
Agriculture, Horticulture, Viticulture, Aquaculture and Silviculture

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Watch for heating hay
By Michele Jolliffe, Agriculture Victoria 

EVERY hay season several hay stacks 
spontaneously combust across Victoria, in 
single moist bales or in a stack of any size.

Once the hay has been stacked it’s 
important to regularly monitor it for heating 
and act quickly.

Unfortunately, even with technological 
advances in machinery for harvesting 
conserved fodder, there is still nothing 
cost effective to help monitor the internal 
temperatures of haystacks.

Keep an eye out for signs that haystack is 
heating. Steam condensation on the shed roof, 
mould growth, acrid fumes and hot, humid air 
at the top of the stack are all good indicators.

When building stacks with suspect wet hay, 
stack the bales loosely to allow air movement 
and spread the stack over a wider area, for 
example, over several bays, thereby reducing 
heat build-up.

or two weeks but has been known to reach 

Monitor the stack temperature regularly.
Stack temperature can be measured using 

a crowbar inserted as deep as possible into 
the stack and left for two hours. After two 
hours, the crowbar can be removed and felt by 
hand to give you a rough guide of the internal 
stack temperatures.

The temperature of the bale is up to about 50 
degrees if you can hold the crowbar without 
discomfort. It is up to 60 degrees if the bar 
can be held for a short time only and up to 70 

If you can’t hold the bar, temperature is above 

the stack with caution.
In the past it has been suggested to push a 

small pipe into the stack and lower a small 
thermometer to the end of the pipe to measure 
the temperature of warming hay. However, 
this technique should not be used for severely 
heating hay as it may oxygenate the inner 

If a stack starts to get ‘dangerously hot’ 
pull it apart as quickly as possible. Be aware 
that as the bales are pulled out of the stack, 
especially in a tightly built stack, oxygen will 
now get access to the hot spot and potentially 
cause ignition.

Make sure that water is readily available 

Avoid walking on the stack as the extremely 
high temperatures may have charred the 
centre of the stack. Any extra weight on 
the stack may cause the stack to collapse 
into the dangerously hot centre and cause 
serious injury.

due to wet hay, never keep machinery in the 
hayshed and don’t allow children to play in 
or near heating stacks.

The Country Fire Authority website has 

cfa.vic.gov.au
For more information about dry seasonal 

conditions and drought support visit 
agriculture.vic.gov.au or call 136 186. 

Elders Yea Spring Feature Store Sale
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Letters to the Editor

Continued from Page 2

With the main street closed, I am yet to 
hear of one shop in the area that did well. 
In fact, one person told me it was the worst 
weekend her business had for the year, and 
she is not the only one who is unhappy.  

Just imagine the tens of thousands 
of dollars that must have been spent on 

Murrindindi Council did not sponsor this 
event, with our rate money.

Warburton must be thrilled to have 
farewelled the Giro della Donna event.

Anne Thompson, Marysville

Our Kids
THE children of Alexandra are amazing. 
They are empathetic, communicative and 
care for each other. I don’t know if it’s 
small town morès or education at schools, 
but with these children we look to be 
growing wonderful adults.

You might have seen the ads on television 
though. The government is trying to help 
our kids by protecting them from the 
dark side of the internet. As it turns out 
though, the internet is a huge place and 
while there’s dark, it’s also a positive force 
for young people who have no access to 
like-minded morès.

The communities that young people can 
access help them feel part of the world they 
grow up in whether it’s the Barbie world, 
the Marvel world or football, cricket, dark 
academia, steampunk, mermaids or 
anything else they want to be.

Part of our job as parents and adults 
in charge of children, like teachers, little 
athletics, or employers of youth, is to direct 
their growth. 

That’s hard, of course, because as adults 
we’ve got lots going on. Not just simply 
living, it’s work/life balance, mortgages, 
competitiveness in business, money issues. 

But it doesn’t matter what your personal 
policies are, they are going to live in an 
Internet world.

So don’t give up and rely on governmental 
controls for your under 16s. Teach them 
how to choose, to fact check, how to take 

more than just the internet, but remember 

minded people in a small town is hard and 
the internet is all they’ve got.

Valerie Pallaoro, Alexandra

Alexandra Show wrap-up
by Alexandra Pastoral and 
Agricultural Association

FOLLOWING months of planning and 

the Alexandra Show for 2024 opened its 
gates to the public at 9am on November 9. 
With the day slightly cool after the strong 
winds of the day before, conditions were 
perfect for a day of entertainment and 
education. With so much else on that day 
in the area, the committee were unsure 
of how many people would attend. They 
should not have been worried.

With the animal nursery starting off at 
9am as well as the jumping castles and 
the showmans’ area, visitors were kept 
entertained for the whole day. All of the 
pavilions were open and the scouts and 
coffee van were churning out breakfast. 
The atmosphere was enhanced by the Paul 
Ray music group, whose amazing young 
singers were on the stage from 10am until 
the show closed at 3pm.

Livestock sections well represented 
this year, with over 80 entries in the 
poultry pavilion, a large number of 
horses competing in the gymkhana, and 
displays of donkeys, cattle and sheep. In 
conjunction with events by the Alexandra 
and District Dog Obedience Club, sheep 
dog trials which ran from 7am until 5pm, 

Power Ag, Spot On Drones and Embling 
Rural, the traditional focus on agriculture 
was strong.

This focus continued into the horticulture 
sections this year. Vice president Pam 
Petersen said, “It’s great to see strong 
competition in some of the sections.”

The strong showing extended to the 
schoolwork shed, where students from 
kindergartens, early learning centres 
and primary schools from Alexandra to 
Buxton exhibited works they had been 
undertaking for the year. The space was 
full of colour and different mediums and 
is always a great way of showing the wider 

community what varieties of art are being 
produced at local schools.

Matt Dean, the association president, 
said, “The committee were very happy 
with the day and wish to thank all who 
visited and made it great. Thanks also to 
all our sponsors for the show... Having 
these businesses come on board and show 
their support of agriculture and the wider 
community is really appreciated.”

So, after a busy day and some clean 
up time, is it tools down for this group 
of volunteers? Well, with the 140th show 
year next year, association secretary, 
Kat Du Guesclin says that planning has 
already begun and is asking everyone 
to keep November 8, 2025, free for 
another fabulous day of face painting 
and festivities.

Anyone who would like more 
information about the show for 2025 or 
would like to get involved is encouraged to 
contact the Committee at pna.alexandra@
gmail.com, or attend the AGM which will 
be advertised shortly.

Murrindindi Shire Council Cr Sandice McAulay, Carole Hammond from 
GMCA, Cr Claudia James from Mitchell Shire Council, and Cr Gareth 
Graham from Alpine Shire Council. -MP

emceed the event. -MP
Solar Savers Metropolitan Coordinator Anna Imberger spoke of the 
history and future of Solar Savers. -MP

the program. -MP

Goulburn Murray Solar Savers program 
launched in Murrindindi Shire

MURRINDINDI Shire Council was proud to 

Murray Solar Savers program on Thursday, 
November 28 at the Alexandra Shire Hall. 
Six regional councils in Victoria teamed up 
to help residents and businesses easily buy 
affordable, high-quality solar panels, storage 

reverse cycle heating and cooling.
Alpine, Indigo, Greater Shepparton City, 

Mitchell, Murrindindi and Strathbogie Shire 

Councils, all members of the Goulburn Murray 
Climate Alliance, are supporting the regional 
Goulburn Murray Solar Savers program.

The program combines a fully vetted 
installer and products, as well as 
comprehensive information on each of the 
products, including the available rebates. The 
program gives peace of mind to customers 
that service quality and safety are a priority by 
undertaking random audits on installations. 
The program embraces the use of local 

contractors to maximise cost savings and 
minimise the carbon footprint. There will be 
a further opportunity for local businesses to 
participate in the new year.

Murrindindi Shire Council’s Economic 
Development Portfolio Councillor Sandice 
McAulay said, “As part of the Goulburn 
Murray Climate Alliance, we are delighted 
to be able to give Murrindindi Shire residents 
access to this program. The hard work has 
been done, allowing residents and businesses 

to make informed choices. We understand it 
can be hard to know who to trust when there 
are so many options, and not all suppliers and 
installers are equal.

“It’s important to council that our residents 
and businesses have the opportunity to 
upgrade their homes or workplaces with 

that will help them save on their energy bills 
and reduce their greenhouse gas emissions.”

Goulburn Murray Climate Alliance 

“Goulburn Murray Solar Savers is a regional 
partner in a larger metropolitan Solar Savers 
program. Our councils were researching 
what we could do to assist regional and rural 

It’s a tried and tested model which has been 
working for the residents of 19 metropolitan 
councils for a number of years.”

Goulburn Murray Solar Savers plans 

offer to include induction cooktops, home 
and business electric vehicle chargers, 

scorecard assessments.
Murrindindi Shire residents and businesses 

goulburnmurraysolarsavers.org.au
For further information please contact 

Carole Hammond on 0411 544 858.
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Crossword

ACROSS
1. Similar to a frog but 

with drier warty skin.
5. How something is done.
9. Considerate and 

helpful to others.
10. A pool of still water.
11. The typical way an 

individual reacts.
12. Commit to memory.
14. A man’s facial hair.
16. At a previous time.
17. An indoor athletic facility.
18. No longer on.
19. Half woman and half fish.
22. A strong pink to 

yellowish-pink colour.
24. At no time in the 

past or future.
26. Persons who make, 

amend or repeal laws.
29. Recover from an injury.
30. An amusement or pastime.
31. Make a long and 

difficult journey.
32. Refuse to admit.

DOWN
1. The heading of a chapter.
2. A single person or thing. 
3. Have a very high opinion of.
4. Sit arms and legs 

spread about.
6. The first event in a series.

7. Put clothing on.
8. Become a participant.
12. Valid and reasonable 

thinking.
13. The mark left from 

the umbilical cord.
14. Take the first step.
15. Hold back to a later time.

19. Crush out of shape.
20. A haphazard assortment 

of different kinds.
21. A heavy downpour of rain.
23. A young owl.
25. The opposing military force.
27. The sense organ for hearing.
28. Competed in a race.

BATHERS

BEACHBALL

HEATWAVE

SAND

SLIPSLOPSLAP

SUNGLASSES

SUNHAT

SUNTAN

SURFING

SWIMMING

THONGS

UMBRELLA

E W Q S A G C D C S K S H H S
Q G O S B N T U A L U G Y E E
Y E F M A C D N K R T N S A S
S X C T O B D N F F Q O P T S
G W N R N L D I P F O H H W A
S U I S Y G N F L L F T T A L
S R O M T G T O T Y T W B V G
R P E A M G X Q V D R M E E N
L N S H J I H X T X M I A Q U
A Y C W T L N Q W Y D K C N S
X S Q B S A C G N H U H H A A
T A H N U S B K U D W Z B R W
Y K A L L E R B M U O A A D V
S L I P S L O P S L A P L O E
X T W C Y H F S G G J T L V Q

Summer

Sudoku

Math SquareWord Search

Difficulty: Easy

Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. 
Every row and column and every group 
of 9 boxes inside the thicker lines must 

contain each number and letter only once.

Fill in the missing numbers.

The missing values are the whole 
numbers between 1 and 9.

Each number is only used once.
Each row is a math equation.

Each column is a math equation.
Remember that multiplication and division are 

performed before addition and subtraction.

Maze

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

SOLUTIONS 
Page 19

Flood study input sought
RESIDENTS of communities along the 
Goulburn and Broken rivers were invited 
to attend drop-in sessions being held by the 
Goulburn Broken Catchment Management 
Authority (GBCMA) to provide input into 

Molesworth Hall on Thursday, November 29.
The GBCMA is conducting the Goulburn 

and Broken Rivers Flood Study to provide 

Lake Eildon to Shepparton, and the Broken 
River from Lake Nillahcootie to Shepparton, 
including for many areas which have not been 

The community drop-in sessions provided 
the community with an opportunity to discuss 

Representatives of Murrindindi Shire 
Council and the SES were also in attendance.

gbcma.
vic.gov.au and people can also provide 
comments there if they were unable to attend 
a community drop-in session.

Consultant hydrologist Tim Craig and GBCMA Manager of Flood Plan Implementation Joel 
Leister in the Molesworth Hall during the consultation. -AR

Camping at Lake Eildon
THE state of the campgrounds at Lake Eildon 

questions from this masthead about some 
campsites being listed as closed online.

the Lakeside and Candlebark Campgrounds 
are open to book for dates from December 3.

Devil Cove Campground will be open 
during peak periods, including December 
20, 2024 to January 6, 2025; January 24 to 
January 28; March 17 to March 28.

They also noted that the first stage 
replacement for the ageing water 
infrastructure at the Fraser Block was 
completed on November 20. Water tanks 
were installed to reinstate a reliable source 
of running water while the stage two works 
are planned and completed.

are available using untreated water. Drinking 

water, hot water, showers, and barbecues 
are not provided. At Candlebark, barbecues, 

water are available using untreated water. 
Drinking water is not provided.

two works, a long-term solution will be 
delivered to address ageing water and waste 
infrastructure, to ensure these systems 
meet today’s environmental standards and 
regulatory requirements.

can continue to enjoy camping at Lake Eildon 

environment is often complex and takes time. 
We need to make sure we’re completing 
the necessary assessments prior to starting 
construction, and delivering works carefully, 
respectfully, and in accordance with the 
relevant statutory approvals.”

and is now safely back home with owner Maralyn. This good news story highlights the 
importance of microchipping and registering your pet. These steps make it much easier for 

must be microchipped and registered with council. For more information and to register 
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A lovely Christmas cartoon created by Alexandra local, Ruth Selover.  

November council meeting

Grants and sponsorships 
quarterly allocation

to the Alexandra and District Traders and 

Christmas Dinner and entertainment to the 

the Alexandra Pro Rodeo 2025.

Future of council’s role in provision 
of Family Day Care service

recommendations.

WorkCover insurance premium approval

Declaration and naming of a new 
road – Providence Rise, Killingworth

Local Government Act 1989 declare the road 

Road Management Act 
2004

Councillor and CEO reports

the same day. Cr Carr also attended the Eildon 



The Alexandra & Eildon Standard, Wednesday, December 4, 202418 www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

ANIMAL SERVICES

Taggerty
Vet Clinic
Dr Rebecca Parth

BVSc
0403 012 996

Consultations strictly
by appointment

All Animals 
Large & Small

Christopher Edwards
0405 554 915

info@chris-tv.com.au
Sec Reg: 997-462-60s

• TV & FM radio antennas 

• Extra TV wall points

• Surround sound systems

• Data points & mesh WIFI

• Starlink, VAST & Foxtel installs 

• TV brackets & wall mount TVs

• Home theatre

• CCTV security systems

Fully InsuredFully Registered

ANTENNAS

At Alexandra Service Centre we 

• Log book servicing
• General servicing
• Fleet car servicing
• Mechanical repairs
• RACV Roadside Assist
• Towing
•
• Roadworthys
• Trailer servicing
•
• Auto electrical repairs 
•

We now have several courtesy cars 
available when booking a service or repairs

AUTOMOTIVE

RUBBISH REMOVAL

CALL SIMON GOODMAN

0409 997 632

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

SKIP BINS
22 BON ST, ALEXANDRA

Alexandra
Builders Waste
Household Waste

6m Walk In Bins
3m Bins

LW
C

01
93

BIN HIRE

Alexandra
BRICKLAYING

CONCRETE & PAVING
No job too big or too small

Free quotes
Call Jarrod, James and Corey

0409 190 502

EM
C

00
32

BRICKLAYING

NEW HOMES EXTENSIONS
RENOVATIONS  DECKS 

 SWIMMING POOLS

SCOTT HILL
Registered Builder

0439 730 824

RBP - DBU 47736   HIA 1169777

info@hbiconstructions.com.au
hbiconstructions.com.au

BUILDERS & CARPENTERS

Stain removal 
Urine treatment 
Upholstery cleaning
Carpet steam cleaning 
Tile and grout cleaning 

Ph 0427 322 124 
admin@gvrestorations.com.au  

CARPET CLEANING

EMC0120

ALEXANDRA 
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Solar Panel Cleaning
Annual cleaning
recommended

Phone David 0475 396 772 or 
Robyn 0413 299 154

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

Debra Loveday
5772 2500

71 Grant Street, Alexandra
debra@sargeantsm.com.au

Conveyancing throughout Victoria

CONVEYANCING & PROPERTY  CONVEYANCING & PROPERTY
TRANSFER SPECIALISTSTRANSFER SPECIALISTS

CONVEYANCING

0439 842 030

- COMMERCIAL

- SPLIT SYTEMS

- NEW INSTALLATIONS

- MAINTENANCE

- INDUSTRIAL

- UNDERGROUNDS

- NEW HOMES

- BREAKDOWNS

ELECTRICIANS

ELECTRICIANS

Sunnyboy Electrical Services
EILDON

Do es c  o ercial an  Solar 

Electrical Installa ons

Ne  ouses an  enova ons

0498 196 986

EM
C

00
22

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Electrical Technology
• Eco Smart Electrician • Domestic / Commercial

• Undergrounds • Electrical Design
• Cable Locations • Trenching

• Solar Installations

Ph 5751 0000
info@e-tec.net.au

www.etecelectrical.com.au Rec No 12906EMC0060

EMC0082

Phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 951

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

BUXTON EXCAVATIONSBUXTON EXCAVATIONS
• House and Shed Sites
• Side Cuts / Driveways
• Drainage / Erosion Works 
•
•
•
•
•

Darren Darren 
0447 198 7400447 198 740
Barney Barney 
0488 016 8200488 016 820

---- FOR HIRE ----
   D6T dozer                    D5M dozer
   Cat 12 h/grader           Tipper 
   16T excavator              Water cart
                    Hay and Silage
Ernie Hadfield (20 years experience) 

0429 931 127

EXCAVATOR HIRE

Servicing the Murrindindi Shire
for 35 years

on site 24 hour service
Automotive glass 
Household needs 
Shower screens 

Shop fronts 

Ph Steve Heard
YOUR LOCAL GLAZIER

0427 577 839

ALEXANDRA 
WINDSCREENS

& GLASS

GLAZIERS

Rob - 0439 141 812

• Residential And Co mmercial 
       Glass Replacement
• New Wo rk
• Quality Do ub le Glazing
• Mirro rs
• Splash-Backs
• Sho wer Screens
• Pet Do o rs Into  Single And 
       Do ub le Glazed

LEGAL SERVICES

1560 Goulburn Valley Highway, Alexandra
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Louise Brennan

Mobile 0418 414 875
Phone 5773 2298 Fax 5773 2294
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MECHANICAL REPAIRS
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CROSSWORD SUDOKUMATH SQUARES MAZE

Alexandra Motorcycles

VACC MEMBER
65 Downey Street (near secondary college)

PH 5772 1045

  l cenced tester  yre tt n  ser ce
• Road, Enduro, Quad repairs

• er icin  or popular rands • Honda spare parts
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C
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MECHANICAL REPAIRS

A.M. & J. ROBINSON
Reg No. 17625

Plumbing
Maintenance

Tap repairs and replacement
High pressure sewer jetter

Small excavator hire

MOB: 0428 509 359
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PLUMBERS

ANDREW WOOD
0488 559 091

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, GAS FITTING, HOT WATER SERVICES, 
SEWER, SEPTIC, HEATING & EMERGENCY SERVICE

EM
C
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SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

0357721205 | www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

Supplying bulk fuels to your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your needs
with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,

greases and solvents.

24
HRS

Ampol Alexandra

Ampol Eildon

Mansfield Diesel Stop
24

HRS

SERVICE STATIONS

• Commercial and residential block clearing

• Deadwood and weight reduction

• 24-hour emergency call outs

• Tree and stump removal

• Pruning and shaping

• 3.6 Tonne excavator

• Insurance works

• Storm damage

oval

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

Andrew Bates: 0488 990 393
Kate Hill: 0407 555 440

FULLY
INSURED

TREE SERVICES

TREE & STUMP REMOVALS
Servicing Murrindindi and Mansfield Shires

5778 9603     JASON     0413 671 066

Advanced 
TREE CARE

Servicing N.E. Victoria

Tree Removal Chipping Qualified 
Climbers & Arborists Fully Insured

Falling Mulching Stump Removal 
Tower Hire  Free Quotes

0449 810 683
(03) 5778 7479

Please call 
Michael on

Water Bores
Extensive experience in drilling for water in Mansfield, 

Alexandra and surrounding areas.
Established since 1976

For answers to all your questions and a
no obligation free quote contact GRAHAM BRENNAN
Phone/Fax: (03) 9436 1982   Mobile: 0409 362 289
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northwest.drilling@bigpond.com
www.northwestdrilling.com.au EM

C
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WATER BORING

MM00039

Grow Well Dindi and 
Alexandra District Health 

at the Alexandra Show
MOST of you would be aware of the annual 
Alexandra Show being held recently. Many 
locals showed up, either as stall holders, 
competitors or consumers (some, as all of 
the above).

Alexandra District Health (ADH) and 
Grow Well Dindi (GWD) teamed up for the 
day, offering dazzling conversation, free 
smoothies and diabetes health checks. GWD 
is a community-led, localised approach 
to improving the health and wellbeing of 
children in Murrindindi Shire.

GWD was a successful recipient of a Quick 
Response grant through Murrindindi Shire 
Council’s Grants and Sponsorships Program
which funded a fun, healthy and active 
activity that had members of the community 
making their own free delicious smoothies, 
blended by sheer pedal power.

During the course of the day, the 
community pedalled out 126 mango or 
strawberry smoothies. The bikes proved 
popular with children and adults alike, with 
lots of people eager to join in the fun including 
Sarah Hopkins, council’s Mobile Library and 

Mobile Library (also an active stall holder on 

the day), and Peter Weeks whose dulcet tones 
you may recognise from the UGFM airwaves.

Robyn and Anne Marie, two of the ADH 
District Nurses conducted over 50 blood 
pressure checks and blood glucose checks, 
and shared their expertise and knowledge 
with many other community members who 
stopped by for a chat. Lots of resources 
were distributed out into the community, 
including many healthy recipe ideas and free 
drink bottles.

As a sponsor of GWD, Goulburn Valley 
Water donated 50 drink bottles which proved 
an extremely popular offering. The ongoing 
community and partner support received by 
Grow Well Dindi and Alexandra District 
Health is highly valued and integral to their 
ongoing success and they would like wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and a very 
Happy (and safe) New Year.

If anyone would like to learn more about 
Grow Well Dindi or has any questions please 
do not hesitate to contact Melissa Storey at 
ADH, on 03 5772 0900 or melissa.storey@
adh.org.au. Likewise, if you would like 
to contact ADH please do so on the above 
number or refer to adh.org.au

Sarah from Murrindindi Shire Council on a smoothie bike. -S
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ClassifiedsClassifieds Call 5772 1002 now
to book your ad today!
Fax  5772 1603  or Email
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm
Ph 5772 1002
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Please RSVP to Jennifer Creed by 28th November, 2024

ALEXANDRAALEXANDRA
DDDIISSSTTRRIICCTT HHEAALLTTHHDISTRICT HEALTH

The Board of Directors of Alexandra District Health
invite you to join us for our

2023-2024 Annual General Meeting

This event will be held on
Thursday 5th December 2024 at 4.00pm, at

Alexandra District Hospital.

Aged Care - The Cost of Care - Sharyn Wedlock

Community Aged Care Services Update - Chris Wasley

Please join us for refreshments served afterwards

MEETINGS

Safety on Public Land Act 2004

NOTIFICATION OF

PUBLIC SAFETY ZONE DECLARATION

I, Chris Hardman, Chief Fire Officer, as delegate of the Secretary 
of the Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action, give 
notice pursuant to section 7(1)(a) of the Safety on Public Land Act 
2004, that I have made a public safety zone declaration published 
in the Victoria Government Gazette. 

The declaration made on 28/11/2024 takes effect 01/12/2024 to 
28/02/2025 inclusive. 

They specify areas of State forest which have been declared public 
safety zones for;

• conducting fire and forest operations and the maintenance of 
public safety.

The declaration specifies the period for which the areas have 
been declared public safety zones; the times or periods during 
which access to the public safety zones is restricted or prohibited; 
activities permitted, prohibited, or restricted in the public safety 
zones; restrictions or conditions (if any) applying to the public 
safety zones; and persons or classes of persons exempt from 
their operation.

A copy of the declaration, and maps showing the location of 
public safety zones, may be inspected at the Department of 
Energy Environment and Climate Action, 8 Nicholson Street, East 
Melbourne, Victoria, 3002 (by appointment with the State Planned 
Burning Coordinator, telephone 136 186).

A copy of the declaration is available at Department of Energy 
Environment and Climate Action web site at: https://www.ffm.vic.

gov.au/permits-and-regulations/closures-of-parks-and-forests

A copy of the maps showing the location of fire operations is 
available at Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action 
web site at: https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/jfmp

A copy of the maps showing the location of forest operations is 
available at Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action 
web site at: https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/forest-management

Chris Hardman, 

Chief Fire Officer, 

as delegate of the Secretary of the Department of Energy, 
Environment and Climate Action

FS
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Energy,
Environment
and Climate Action

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

ALEXANDRA SECONDARY COLLEGE
Wellbeing Assistant

• Supporting attendance and disability
   inclusion
• Five days a week, 9am to 3.20pm, 
  negotiable
• Remuneration from $70,000 to $89,000
  prorata depending on quali cations and 
  experience.

Enquiries and requests for a position 
description and Key Selection Criteria

to Nigel Lyttle on 5770 2000 or 
Nigel.Lyttle@education.vic.gov.au 

Applications close December 12, 2024.
Position to begin February 2025.

SITUATION VACANT

Marysville Medical Clinic is looking for a 
Practice Manager/Senior Receptionist and 
a Registered Nurse to help deliver care to 
the Marysville and community surrounds. 

Working alongside Dr Lachlan Fraser, 
both positions o er many opportunities 

to grow and develop professionally 
within the practice.

Practice Manager / Senior Receptionist: 
The ideal candidate as will have the 
proven ability to take charge and nd 
solutions, be tech savvy, have strong 

organisational skills and be a team player 
with autonomy. Experience in a medical 

practice will be highly regarded and 
the candidate must be available 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Registered Nurse: 

With exible and negotiable school 
friendly hours available on Thursdays, 

the position requires you assist the 
GP conducting health assessments, 

procedures, vaccinations and pathology 
collection. You must hold a current AHPRA 

RN registration, have a minimum of two 
years’ experience and have the capacity 
to assist with reception when required. 

Situated in the beautiful Marysville 
Community Health building, the Marysville 

Medical Clinic has served the local 
community for over 20 years and won 

the prestigious RACGP Victorian General 
Practice of the Year award in 2009. 

Applications can be sent to 
mmc@ewmail.net. 

Rental and Sales
Alexandra

Treadmills, X- trainers, 
exercise bikes, rowers

and more.
PH:0407 231 377

FOR HIRE

ALEXANDRA,
118 Webster Street,
Saturday, December 7,
8am-1pm.
Mac computers, toys, 
sporting goods, bikes, 
furniture, household items.

GARAGE SALES

FRIENDS of Kellock 
Inc. All members are 
warmly invited to attend 
our Annual General 
Meeting on Wednesday, 
December 11 at 9.30am 
at Kellock Lodge, Bon 
Street, Alexandra.

MEETINGS

ISA BROWN LAYERS
- POL, $30 each. Phone 
5798 1868. Pick-up in 
Alexandra or Yea.
beckysfreerange@gmail.com

PETS & 
LIVESTOCK

Book your classified ad TODAY!
Alexandra Newspapers - 43 Grant St. Alexandra Vic. 3714
P: 5772 1002 E: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

PLEASE NOTE: All classifieds MUST be paid by 
cash, cheque or credit card at the time of booking.Deadline: NOON MONDAY

Phone 
5772 1002

CLASSIFIEDS
BOOK YOUR AD BY 
12 NOON MONDAY
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2018 Hyundai i30 Active Auto MY18 is an 
awesome rst vehicle with all the safety features, 
apple car play and so much more.
This car boasts plenty of room even for its 
compact size, including centre console storage, 
plenty of cup holders and rear boot with an 
above shelf to keep peering eyes out. This car 
has USB input, Apple car play features and 
Bluetooth/handsfree connection. Not to mention 
reversing cameras and sensors to make parking 
all that much easier. 
It has been serviced regularly and has low kms 
97,000. Reg ANT 489.
It has all the modern features you need and is 
extremely good on fuel. I honestly don’t mind 
if it doesn’t sell as it’s a fantastic car for what I 
have needed it for, but I am looking to eventually 
upgrade to something larger. 

Phone Beck on 0427 387 132

FOR SALE

Funding for 
wildlife rescue 

volunteers
THE Victorian Government is boosting 
funding for Victoria’s wildlife rescue 
volunteers who dedicate their time and 
expertise to care for sick, injured and 
orphaned wildlife.

Minister for Environment Steve 
Dimopoulos opened applications for the 
Wildlife Rehabilitator Grants with up to 
$3000 in funding available as part of a 
$300,000 investment to support wildlife 
rescue volunteers provide native animals 
in need of rehabilitation.

“We’re supporting wildlife volunteers to 
provide the best possible care to the animals 
they work with, by supporting them with 
training, equipment and resources to 
carry out best-practice treatment,” Mr 
Dimopoulos said.

“Wildlife shelters and foster carers 
across Victoria play an essential role 
in the recovery and rehabilitation of 
native animals that have been injured 
or orphaned.”

Wildlife shelter operators and foster 
carers can apply for funding to cover a 
range of expenses, including equipment, 
vet fees, training, feed and medication.

Wildlife shelter operators can up apply 
for up to $3000. Foster carers can apply 
for up to $2000.

In January this year, $230,000 worth 
of grants were awarded to support 102 
wildlife organisations continue to provide 
vital care for thousands of native animals 
across Victoria, enhancing facilities to 
treat, house and rehabilitate wildlife 
for release while boosting skills and 
knowledge through education and training.

Since 2015, the state government has 
invested $6.3 million to support the work 
of foster carers, authorised wildlife shelter 
operators and key wildlife organisations, 
building on a historic $609 million 
investment in Victoria’s environment 
since 2014.

Applications opened on Tuesday, 
November 25, 2024 and close on 
Wednesday, February 5, 2025.

For more information on Wildlife 
Rehabilitator Grants and to submit an 
application visit, wildlife.vic.gov.au/grants/
wildlife-rehabilitator-grants/

Yea Community Bank conducts AGM
THE Yea Community Bank held their annual 
general meeting on Tuesday, November 26 
at the RSL Hall in Yea. They were pleased 

of $375,000.
In his chair’s report, James Osborne 

introduced new chair Terry Hubbard and 
deputy chair Ian Marshman.

Mr Osborne said that the staff have done a 
fabulous job during the year, and that many 
compliments have been received about their 
performance and the way that they’ve gone 
about conducting business.

They spent a lot of time on the Alexandra 
opportunity during the year, including 

they didn’t see an increase in business coming 
from the town, so at the end of the 12 month 

This year, they have spent some considerable 
time looking at the shareholder structure, and 
where the shares are held. At the AGM, they 
reviewed the constitution to instigate a share 

buyback, ensuring that shares in the bank are 

resolved to undertake that all shareholders 
would be offered up to 500 shares. At the 
offer price of $0.95. The buyback is limited 
to parcel and 500 shares for a shareholder or 
part thereof.

They announced that they planned to 

like the dividend last year.
They also reviewed the Community 

Grants program. The tentative plan is for a 
Community Grants programme of $30,000 
and an increased return on investment 
expected from the recipients.

The directors were elected unanimously. 
They are Lily Cox, David Stares, Damien 
Gallagher, Phillip Webb.

James Osborne was sincerely thanked for 
his efforts as chair and for helping the bank 

Ian Marshman, Jim Osborne and Terry Hubbard. -AR

The ‘popular’ 
bus network

THE Victorian Government sent out a 
press release on Thursday, November 28, 
extolling the virtues and popularity of the 
new bus network in the Yarra Valley.

The press release said, “Yarra Valley 
residents are embracing their new bus 

with more than 40,000 additional trips 
taken since the Allan Labor Government 
introduced better services across the 
region... Changes to the Yarra Valley bus 
network in November 2023 saw extra 
services added, better connections with 

in an increase of people using the bus 
network on weekdays, with patronage 
already up 10 per cent on the same period 
in 2023.”

It’s understood that prior traveller 
numbers were not released to the public.

The release also stated that among the 
changes, “Route 684 from Eildon now 
turning around at Ringwood Station 
instead of travelling through to the CBD. 
At Ringwood Station, bus passengers have 
access to a turn-up-and-go train service 
and onward links to the eastern suburbs 
and medical and social services such as 
Maroondah and Box Hill hospitals.

“These upgrades are part of the 
Victorian Bus Plan, improving the state’s 
bus network to better meet demand and 
improve services across the state.”

Minister for Public and Active Transport 
Gabrielle Williams said, “We replaced an 
outdated bus network with a better managed 

for the Yarra Valley community and we’re 
seeing more locals getting on board with 
these improved services.

“We’ve already improved bus services 
in more than half of the state’s 79 local 
government areas (LGA), with thousands 
of Victorians getting on board with 
the changes.”

Has Murrindindi Shire seen an 
improvement in bus services? Many 
may argue.

50 
years 

of 
service

A special presentation was recently held in Alexandra for W.Bro Robert (Bob) Gale to recognise his 50 years of service to the Freemasons, 
supported by his wife Ann. It was presented by Neil Moehr (right). -S

W.Bro Neil Moehr and W.Bro Robert (Bob) Gale. -S



The Alexandra & Eildon Standard, Wednesday, December 4, 202422

SPORT

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

No Saturday Pennant due to extreme weather
by Marie Evans
ALEXANDRA Bowls Club’s midweek game 
against Shepparton Golf was played at home 

Midweek players’ Doug Cooper (Skip), 
Coby Petersen, Pauline Gilmore, and Levi 

began slowly and trailed one to 12 on end 

Alexandra rink won six out of the last eight 

Another winning rink was David Nicklos 
(Skip), Trevor Stewart, Craig Parkinson and 

end four but Golf won the next three ends to 

Marty Manning and Clive Murphy were eight 

Ladies vie for medal of 
medallist in Alexandra
by Elizabeth Goss

s a week of very changeable weather 
but the rain thankfully held off until 
Saturday when the competition had to be 

The winner last Tuesday was Greg 

up was Paul Martin (29) with 36 points 
on a countback from Bill Wind (27) on 

Nearest the pin on both the seventh and 

Last Wednesday there was an important 
stroke round for the ladies as the year’s 
monthly medal winners vied for medal of 

104 (25) 79 followed by Ruth Worland 96 

to Ruth Worland, on the seventh to Barb 

This Wednesday, December 4 is 

Wild weather for brave 
Marysville golfers

by Lesley Rundle

been blessed with some glorious spring 
weather and excellent conditions for golf 

All that changed last Saturday when 
very heavy rain kept all but a few golfers 

Par Shield and Adam Littlejohn (21) with 
minus one won the event with Richy Clark 

The nearest the pin was won by Peter 

both the men and ladies will play stroke 
for the December monthly medal and the 
ladies round will include playing for the 
Norman Trophy which couldn’t be held 

The winners were Amanda and Glen 
Rattay (5) with nett 30 followed by Mark 

after play they enjoyed some delicious 

Local and visiting golfers are welcome to 
join the nine hole competition held each 

turn up and have some fun and maybe 

Golf Construction Cup and Cycling 

stableford aggregate game incorporating 

The nearest the pins were won by Ray 

golfers were playing the cyclists were 
enjoying a ride up to Lake Mountain and 
then joined the golfers for lunch supplied 

Members who wish to play in the second 
round of the FoodWorks Murrindindi 

reminded to sign the list in the clubrooms 
and those who wish to have lunch at the 
club on Presentation Day on December 21 

Tight competition for Alexandra squash players
by Kristelle Leary

Monday Competition 
Kangaroos versus Koalas

had some excellent shots that claimed him 

on the court to leave Mick struggling to keep 

shots into the second half and almost made 

his opponent to the end, but with all the tricky 
shots Daniel was putting out he held onto 
the lead throughout every game to win the 

Echidnas versus Wombats

Matt ran his way to take the next three games 

one point is what he was leading by going 

on the night with Derrick taking home a clean 

Thursday Competition 
Tigers versus Lions

Blake did not let Sam have an easy win and 

out his skills to best Blake and end the match 

only managed to take one game from Lucas, 
but she did it with enough of a margin to still 

From there Stuart slowly plugged away at 

Leopards versus Cheetahs

placement helped to crush Beth in the third 

out a couple of wild shots and Travis had 

Kristelle really lost focus, allowing Travis 

Blake plays a backhand against Sam. -S

Alexandra won overall 65 to 56 which 
moved them ahead of Merrigum on the 

Shepparton Park in the next round who are 

Saturday Pennant was cancelled due to 

play Shepparton Park at home and were 

ladder is Euroa 85, Dookie 83, Alexandra 

Tallygaroopna 65, Mooroopna 58, Shepparton 

Area Division four has Alexandra’s Doug 
Cooper on top, with Geoff Exton from East 

Division six were to play away to Nagambie 
in what would have been their third game 

With Division six improving every week 

Club Championship games are progressing 
and all those who enter are encouraged to 

The club’s Christmas lunch was held last 

State speedway series 
headlines Alexandra speedway 

show this Saturday
by Dean Thompson

Speedway entertainment will include no 
less than four different state series rounds 
in competition with club class support 

events will be the Production Sedans, 

Standard Saloons, while Sports Sedans 

Also, at Alexandra on Saturday the 
club has made the telephone call to 
invite Santa Claus to the racetrack and 

your kids along to see Santa and some 

The state series for Standard Saloons 

keep an eye out for in the Ladies include 
long time Alexandra member Sarah 
Meakins, Caroline Allen, Bree Walker, 
another club member Courtney Meakins, 
and Stacey Sheedy, while Maddi Capon 
of the Alexandra club makes her debut 
in the class in front of the spectators that 
she completed her junior development 

include Axel Robinson, Luke Morrison 

Zack Erickson, Nathan Miles and 

whilst Morrison won at Nyora and at 

Stephen Laidlaw, one of the favourites in 
the Production Sedan class. -S

Alexandra’s last meeting already this 

in a win this Saturday on home turf to 
 

Sports Sedans are also in action with 

event, and Robert Garlick will represent 
Alexandra as they do battle with visiting 
racers Anthony Ellis, Darwyn Lee, 
Ben Carrington, Steve Sharam and 

This Saturday racing begins from 
4pm on Gordon Street Alexandra with 

communicated via Facebook messages 

Entrance will cost $60 for a family of 

An adult ticket is $25, concession and 
children aged 10 to 16 is $10, with all 
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Tents in Alexandra on Friday night. Fortunately, the large storm 
which impacted Yea didn’t hit Alexandra. -AR

Great Victorian Bike Ride

By 7.30am on Sunday, many riders were already heading to 
Healesville. -MP

they encouraged the riders as they passed through. -MP
Rain, hail, and shine was Saturday’s forecast. -MPA welcoming entrance into Marysville. -MP

Some opted to ride together. -MP

Wet conditions didn’t stop the riders. -MP

Tents at Leckie Park on Friday night. -Ewan McLean

Time to head off on day nine. -MP Some happy faces on the last day. -MP
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Riders copped the brunt of mother nature on their way to Marysville on the Saturday. -MP

Sunday had better riding conditions. -MP

Many different forms of bicycles took part in the Great Vic Bike Ride. -MP

A ride to remember
Tents on the Trevor Harrow Oval in Marysville. -AR

AFTER a week’s riding and celebrating the 
40th anniversary Great Vic Bike Ride, over 

epic 500km ride in Healesville on Sunday, 
December 1.

Alison McCormack, CEO of Bicycle 
Network, said, “We started in heat last 
weekend, had lots of rain, rode the longest 
stage ever in Great Vic Bike Ride history, 

partied like its 1984.”

to ride the picturesque Black Spur car-free”.
“We had six penny-farthing riders who 

recreated the history of the inaugural ride in
1984 when ten of the 2100 participants 

Victorian Bike Ride on penny-farthings”.
Bike riders met family and friends at their 

The Great Vic Bike Ride started in 
Wodonga and traversed a scenic, windy and 
hilly route through the North East stopping 
at Myrtleford, Wangaratta (two nights with 

day), Alexandra and Marysville.
“We owe a big thanks to the towns along 

the route who have been so welcoming to us. 
The bike riders have enjoyed street parties and 
country hospitality that is second to none,” 
Alison said.

Bicycle Network announced that the 40th 
anniversary event will be the end of an era 
for the iconic ride as the costs of running 
the nine-day rolling festival have become 
prohibitive. The 2025 ride will be recreated 
in a new format.

Murrindindi Shire made the riders very 
welcome during their time in the area, 
including holding a street party in Alexandra 
on Friday night. More images from this event 
can be found on page 11.


