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ADH CEO questioned on proposed merger
ON Friday, December 5, Alexandra District 
Health (ADH) CEO Jane Poxon was sent 
a series of questions. She was asked: What 
are the next stages for the exploration of the 
merger and what opportunities will there be 
(if any) for further community engagement? 
If the merger goes ahead and the operations of 
Eastern Health (EH) are not found to advantage 
the area, what scope is there to rescind the 
agreement? Given that the board will be 
disbanded, who could make this decision? 
If this happens and if ADH is activity funded 
under EH, would ADH become block funded 
again? What are the board’s impressions of 
community sentiment around the proposed 

merger? Have there been any preliminary 
discussions with the Health Department or 
Minister regarding the proposed merger?

Ms Poxon responded, “The community 
engagement program for the exploration of a 
voluntary amalgamation between Alexandra 
District Health and Eastern Health ran from 
November 6 to 21, with strong participation 
across both health organisations’ catchments.  
More than 150 stakeholders were directly 
engaged, 211 people completed either the 
digital or paper copy of the survey, close to 
200 people attended the Tea Talk sessions 
and more than 1100 community members 
accessed the Connecting Care website.

“A summary of staff, community and 
stakeholder feedback will be available during 
the week commencing Monday, December 8. 
It will highlight the key themes that emerged 
from the engagement.

“No decisions have been made, and 
the boards of both health services are 
currently preparing a business case, which 
is provisionally targeted for completion 
this month. The business case will draw on 
feedback received during the engagement 

workforce analysis, to identify the best way to 
strengthen local health care for the long term.

“The decision about a voluntary 
amalgamation is made by the Minister for 
Health. If a voluntary amalgamation were 
to proceed, the Minister for Health would 
appoint a Board for the new amalgamated 
health service.”

Within seven minutes of Ms Poxon 
providing her response, it was pointed out via 
email that she hadn’t answered the questions. 
A further question was also asked, ‘Will 
council’s survey results be factored into the 
feedback to be considered?’

We hope to receive a response for next 
week’s edition.

ALEXANDRA District Health (ADH) 
conducted their AGM on Thursday, 
December 5 at the Alexandra Football 
Netball Club rooms.

CEO Jane Poxon commenced by 
introducing guest speaker Professor 
Phillip Parente, Clinical Services 
Director Cancer Services at Eastern 
Health. He spoke about Eastern 
Health’s cancer services and locations, 
and about the improvements in 
survival rates.

ADH board chair, Kim Flanagan, 
then opened the formal part of the 
meeting. His speech in full was, 
“This is the Annual General Meeting 
of Alexandra District Health for 

year, Alexandra District Health has 
continued to deliver strong outcomes 
for our patients and communities, 
despite the broader challenges of the 
healthcare sector.

“Our organisation ended the 
f inancial year with a modest 
surplus. An important thing that 

management and dedication of staff, 
senior management and the board, 
we remain committed to providing 
safe, high quality care, supported by 

plan and guided by strategies across 
the community, clinical, governance 
and risk.

“As always, ADH maintains a 
strong connection with the people 
we serve, supported by the valued 
contributions of our community 
engagement community. We remain 
focused on ensuring sustainable, 
accessible, high-quality healthcare 
for Alexandra and the wider district, 
and we thank our dedicated staff 
and community for this ongoing 
support. I’m not going to go through 
the annual general report. It’s a long 
read, so you all have a copy and you 
can go through it.”

Board member Alan Studley, chair 
of the Finance and Audit and Risk 
Committee, said, “Three years ago 

of about a $1 million to $1,400,000 
each year on the operating side of 
the hospital. The hospital in a sense 
into two areas, one is the operating 
salaries and wages and all those 
goods and services that are required 
to deliver patient care and on the other 
side is to carry those monies that we 
receive that go to buying equipment.

“We set about proving to the Health 
Department that we did have control 
of our costs to the extent that we 
possibly could. By that I mean that 
there were some areas where we felt 

underfunded, over previous years.
“We ran that strategy for two years, 

advising the Health Department every 
quarter of what our budget looked like 
against the actual expenditure, and it 
paid dividends in June 2024 when 
the Health Department recognised 
that we were underfunded for our 
operating budget, and we were topped 
up to the tune of about $1.4 million… 
The Health Department called that 
a Transition grant, and we retained 
that Transition grant for the year that 

of $114,000.”
He also spoke about the state of 

Victoria’s finances and the work 
done by the Auditor General, with 
the emerging risks being a six per 
cent growth in salaries and wages 
and a 14 per cent growth in goods 
and services. This also applies to 
the hospital. He said, “There is no 
spare capacity within the budgeting 
of Alexandra District Health.”

He also stated, “It’s been a good 
year. It builds on three years of hard 

delivered on two sets of cost savings. 
One set we put in place ourselves, 
about three years ago, and that was 
$300,000. And the second set is the 
cost of the requirement put in place 
by Treasury across all Victorian 
hospitals on a pro-rata basis. And ours 

This year it’s about $280,000. Next 
year to the tune of about $300,000. So 
there’s not much slack anywhere in 
this system, but we are under control 
at the moment.”

CEO Jane Poxon thanked the staff 
and consumers at the hospital. She 
said of the staff, “I’m forever getting 
so many compliments about the care 
that they give and I just want to say 
I’m so proud over the last 12 months 
and thank you to the staff.”

The speeches of Kim Flanagan, 
Alan Studley and Jane Poxon 
combined went for less than nine 
minutes, which must be some 
kind of record, however under the 
circumstances, it was surprising that 
there was no mention of the proposed 
merger and there were no questions 

staff awards, as there have been at 
previous hospital AGMs.

Professor Phillip Parente from Eastern Health with ADH CEO Jane 
Poxon. -AR

ADH CEO Jane Poxon, chair Kim Flanagan and board member Alan Studley. -AR

ADH AGM: Done and dusted in less than nine minutes
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Weekly Weather 
December 10 - December 16, 2025

Goulburn R at Lake Eildon (TW) 12.00PM Mon 1.86 LGH steady

Rubicon River at Rubicon 12.00PM Mon 0.53 LGH steady

Acheron River at Taggerty 12.00PM Mon 0.68 LGH steady

Home Creek at Yarck 11.51AM Mon 0.14 LGH steady

Yea River at Devlins Bridge            11.25AM Mon 0.59 LGH steady

Murrindindi River Above Colwells 10.00AM Mon 0.33 LGH steady

Yea R at Old Killingworth Rd 12.00PM Mon 0.90 steady   

Goulburn River at Ghin Ghin 12.00PM Mon 3.93 LGH steady

King Parrot Creek at Flowerdale 12.00PM Mon 0.49 LGH steady

Goulburn River at Trawool 12.00PM Mon 1.65 LGH steady

Sunday Creek at Tallarook 12.00PM Mon 0.31 LGH steadyl

Goulburn River at Seymour 12.00PM Mon 1.89 LGH steady

Whiteheads Creek at Seymour 12.00PM Mon 1.10 LGH steady

*ISSUED AT 12:58 PM AEDT MONDAY 8 DECEMBER 2025

STATION NAME

RIVER HEIGHTS FOR THE GOULBURN CATCHMENT
TIME HEIGHT TENDENCY FLOOD CLASS

Alexandra......................................... 5mm
Buxton............................................ 19mm
Eildon (AWS)..................................... 13mm
Flowerdale...................................... 13mm
Jamieson......................................... 15mm
Kinglake......................................... 19mm
Lake Eildon.................................... 12mm
Mans eld.......................................... 4mm
Taggerty ......................................... 19mm
Yarck .............................................. 27mm
Yea...................................................13mm

Above details for 7 days to 9am Monday

Height above sea level this week..................275.59m
Capacity as at 9am Monday...............................55.5%
Metres below full supply..................................13.31m
Daily in ow .................................................2500ML
Release........................................................ 4000ML
Eildon Pondage (may be subject to rapid change).................76%

DISTRICT RAINFALL

LAKE EILDON

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
can be submitted via email to 

editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

 or by mail to Alexandra Newspapers 
 PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714.

Letters must be 300 words or less. We will 
not publish defamatory letters, or content 
which is o ensive, threatenin  or containin  
personal attacks. Submitted letters may be 
edited before oin  to print.
All letters must contain writers name, 
address and contact number. (not necessarily 
for publication). Letters without these details 
supplied cannot not be published. Deadline 
for Letters to the Editor is 9am Monday.

If you have any enquiries please do not hesitate 
to contact the o ce on

 5772 1002 or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

We thank you for your continued support

   Thursday 5pm
   Thursday noon
   Thursday 5pm
   Monday noon
   Monday 9am
   Monday 10am
   Monday 9am
   Monday 10am

Real Estate
Trades & Services

Early General News 
lassi eds
Editorial

Sports Editorial
Letters to the Editor

Thumbsup/down

DEADLINES

MONTHLY COMMUNITY GROUPS
WEEKLY

Tue Women’s Walk @ 7am @Embassy of Ideas
Wed Oasis Church, free coffee connection Ph 0408 123 581
Fri Man Walk @ 7am meet at RSL Hall
Fri Communitea 10am-12pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
Sun Alex & Dist Dog Obedience, training. Ph 0456 583 611
Sun AA meeting; 7pm St Johns Hall. Ph 1300 22 22 22.

MONTHLY
1st Wed    Alexandra Lions dinner meet, Corner Hotel 0427 595 318
1st  Thur Murrindindi Men 6-8pm@ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
1st Sun Crop/Produce swap 10.30am--noon @ Embassy of Ideas 
2nd Tue Alexandra District Garden Society Meeting Ph 5772 2285
2nd Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
3rd Wed Alex Lions business meeting, rear RSL hall 0427 595 318
3rd Thu Alexandra Ladies Probus 10am RSL Ph 0428 976 252
3rd Thu Community Potluck dinner 6-8pm @ Embassy of Ideas
3rd Sun Alexandra RSL  Ph 0409 950 913
4th Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
4th Thu Alexandra Redgate CWA Meeting 1pm, Ph 0402 804 517
Last Fri Carers Group 10am Grant Street Grocer. 0418 402 455

For a $10 annual fee for one line, your club or organisation’s 
regular meeting dates will be listed each week. Not only is this 
a reminder to your regular members but also a good source of 
what groups are available in the community, when they meet 

and a contact phone number.

COMMUNITY DIARY
Alexandra District Health

5772 0900
Non-emergency police assistance

131 444
EMERGENCY 000

Local Radio Frequency
UGFM 106.9 Alexandra / Lake Eildon
UGFM   98.5 Marysville / Lake Mountain

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

THUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWN

THUMBS UPTHUMBS UPTHUMBS UP

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down is a reader’s 
contribution section of Alexandra Newspapers. 

Send your Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down to 
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Contributions will be edited and/or published 
at the Editor’s discretion. We request that this 

section not be used as a slander attack on 
persons, businesses or property

THUMBS DOWN: To UGFM for their 
broadcast on the evening of December 
2 and the statement that the Breaka-
way bridge is on the road to nowhere 
and funds to replace the bridge could 
be better spent elsewhere.

THUMBS UP: To the Eildon Bowling 
Club for their support of the Eildon 
Potluck dinners and the fabulous team 
of volunteers who make this possible.

THUMBS UP: To the Eildon Breast 
Cancer fundraiser. It was a success-
ful event due to the generosity of the 
Eildon Bowling Club, the Eildon Lions 
Club, the community, the businesses 
and the volunteers. Thank you all so 
much. We raised $2150.80.

More smoke and mirrors
LAST week, the Victorian Government released 
their 2025/26 Budget Update, which provides 
some additional smoke and mirrors around the 
Emergency Services Tax and increased funding 
to CFA. They also announced the Volunteer 
Emergency Services Equipment Program grants 
to brigades across the state.

The Emergency Services Tax primary 
producer rate will be frozen at the existing rate 

Letters to the Editor

Alexandra and District Senior Citizens Club report
by honorary secretary Mike Jennings
A WELL attended and enthusiastic bunch 
at this week’s meeting looked forward to 
Christmas Lunch at the Rubicon Hotel next 
Friday. Jeanette has tickets ready for the 

clubroom at 11.30am for travel to Thornton.
Smiles appeared on the faces as Dave told 

the jokes and John R, Ian and Joan won the 
chocolate. Joan was a winner again with an 

impressive score in the Christmas codebreaker 
competition conducted while the members 
enjoyed refreshments.

A big thank you to Dave for standing in for 
me writing this report last week as l attended 
yet another medical appointment. The club 
welcomes new members. Bring your singing 
voices for the last meeting of the year on 
Friday, December 19 when there will be carol 
singing. Meanwhile stay safe and keep smiling.

of 28.7c per $1000 capital improved value which 

While some goverment releases are quoting 
a further two-year freeze, the actual budget 
update has costed the freeze out over the budget 
estimates to 2028/29.

From next year, the cap for eligible volunteers 
claiming a rebate for their farm or single farm 
enterprise will rise from the current $5m per 
$1000 CIV (Capital improved value) to $10m 
CIV, which will double the rebate for those 
members. However, volunteers that rent get 
no relief for the tax built into their rent and 
volunteers who live with a partner but their 
property is in the name of the partner remain 
ineligible to claim.

residential properties will be delayed a further 
12 months, which is welcome but doesn’t help 
those who are ineligible.

As Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria (VFVB) 
has communicated before, the previous freeze in 
primary producer rates was only announced for 
one year, so this announcement addresses our 
strong feedback that farmers needed certainty, 
and the unknown was causing them great stress 
and anxiety.

While VFBV remains principally opposed to 
the Emergency Services Tax, we do welcome 
last week’s announcements as small steps in 
the right direction and a sign that our concerns 
are being heard.

Regardless, it is important that the community 
understand that only 20 cents in every dollar 
collected goes to CFA (not brigades) and only 

75 per cent of this tax to fund government 
departments that were previously funded 
through consolidated revenue.

Despite improvements across District 12’s 

upgrades (including my brigade), CFA still has 

years old. Last week’s VESEP announcement 

with vehicle upgrades and facility improvements 
but there is a long way to go. What is important 
to understand is that each brigade is required to 
provide their own community funds in order to 
qualify for a VESEP grant.

Of the $26m announced last week, $4m comes 
from donations to brigades or the fundraising 
done by brigades. Only $18m is actually being 
funded by goverment. How much comes from 
the Emergency Services Tax is unclear.

Our volunteers desire better vehicles and 
better station facilities. While we welcome 
changes to volunteer rebates and grants to 
brigades, it is important that the community 

brigades when they can in these times of tight 
household budgets.

Paul Denham AFSM, State Councillor, 
CFA District 12 Council
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Family Fun Day with Kelly Sports  and  heaps of other family activities, and much much more
• $20pp or $15pp for concession card holders • Children 15 and under FREE • Gates open at noon ~ first race at 

1.15pm

BOOKINGS: country.racing.com/alexandra

Alexandra Country & Western Meeting

Return Departure Time 5pm

BUS TIMETABLE
Return Bus Ticket $10 book online at country.racing.com/alexandra 
Children 15 and under Free but must have a ticket. Patrons must have a 
ticket to catch the bus. 

SATURDAY

27 DECEMBER
Book buses online
country.racing.com/alexandra
Route 2 Yarck Bus
11.00  Taggery 4 Seasons CP 
11.10  Acheron Twin Rivers CP (gate)
11  35  Molesworth Pub
11 .45 Yarck Pub

Route 1 Eildon Bus
11.00am Eildon Pondage Caravan Park
11.05am Eildon Town Bus Stop – Main St
11.15am Big 4 Holiday Park
11.20am Eildon Waters Holiday Park
11.30am Rubicon Hotel
11.45pm Alexandra Race Club

Buses 

available from 

Eildon & Yarck

Book online

2025

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Bendigo Bank scholarship applications open for 2026
AS Year 12 students across Australia await 
the arrival of their ATAR results, Bendigo 
Bank’s scholarship program is celebrating 19 
years of providing life-changing education 
opportunities for students, with applications 
for the 2026 academic year now open.

The program consists of more than 70 
Community Bank scholarships supporting 
local students, along with Bendigo Bank 
funded scholarships aimed at supporting 
rural, regional, agricultural and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander students. In 2025, 
$1.7 million in support was awarded to 348 

Since 2006, Bendigo Bank and its 
Community Bank partners have assisted more 
than 2300 students with scholarships valued 
at over $15 million dollars, supporting their 
academic, professional and personal growth. 
The program is overseen by the bank’s 

charitable arm, the Community Enterprise 
Foundation, with Bendigo Bank’s Directors 
contributing a portion of the funding of the 
scholarships funded by the bank.

Bendigo Bank Chair Vicki Carter said 
the program was an important example of 
how the bank delivers on its purpose to 
feed into the prosperity of its customers and 
the community.

“Bendigo Bank is proud to continue 
supporting the scholarship program in 
conjunction with our Community Bank 
partners. We understand the challenges some 
students face in accessing further education, 
particularly those in our regions who may 
need to relocate to attend their chosen place 
of study,” Ms Carter said.

“Bendigo Bank’s scholarship program 
helps students overcome signif icant 

barriers to further education such as travel, 
accommodation costs and the rising cost of 
living, which are among several important 
considerations for students planning the next 
stage of their education journey.

“Over the past 19 years, we have been 
pleased to contribute to the development of 
our next generation of leaders. The range 
of scholarships now on offer through our 
programs will assist students to undertake 
the courses of their choice and to realise their 
full potential.”

The 2026 Bendigo Bank and Community 
Bank scholarships include:

Bendigo Bank Regional and Rural 
Scholarship: 15 university scholarships of 
$6500 per student, each year for two years. 
Up to six TAFE scholarships of $5000 per 
student per year for up to two years.

Bendigo Bank Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Scholarship: Four scholarships of 
$6500 per student per year for two years for 
those studying at either university or TAFE.

Bendigo Bank Agribusiness Scholarship: 
Two university scholarships, $6000 per 
student, per year for two years, and one TAFE 
scholarship, $3000 per year for one year.

Robert Johanson Bendigo Bank Board 
Scholarship: $8000 per year for two years.

Community Bank Scholarships: Around 
70 Community Banks are participating in 
Bendigo Bank’s scholarship program offering 
scholarships for university, agricultural 
colleges, TAFE, and secondary school study.

Applications close January 31, 2026. Find 
out more about the scholarship program at 
bendigobank.com.au/community/foundation/
scholarships/

Molesworth 
collision 

accused pleads 
not guilty

A COMMITTAL hearing was conducted 
at the Shepparton Magistrates Court on 
Tuesday, December 2, regarding the 
collision on the Goulburn Valley Highway 
near Molesworth which resulted in the 
death of a 34 year old Sebastopol man.

the charges relating to the crash and it will 
now proceed to trial.

A directions hearing will be held in 
January 2026. He will remain on bail until 
that time.

Guilty plea 
over Yarck 

death
DAVID Graham Berry, from Seymour, has 
pled guilty to a hit and run in Yarck which 
killed a 56 year old Alexandra motorcyclist 
in May 2024. He died at the scene.

He had been facing trial after pleading 
not guilty in February, but changed his plea 
to guilty on December 2 at the Shepparton 
Magistrates Court.

Mr Berry, 43, was driving a ute stolen 
from a Euroa hotel earlier that day. He 
travelled along the Maroonday Highway 
at Yarck and crashed into the motorcyclist.

He pleaded guilty to culpable driving 

alcohol and drugs, failing to stop after an 
accident, and unlicenced driving.

Mr Berry was remanded in custody. 
There will be a pre-sentence hearing in 
April 2026.

Update on January’s Glenburn fire
ON January 7, a fire occurred at a farm 
in Glenburn which has transmission lines 

spotted by the farmer and emergency services 
were quickly called in.

they provided the following update.
An Energy Safe Victoria spokesperson 

7 appears to have been caused when 
transmission lines induced a hazardous 
voltage on a nearby deactivated electric 

evidence to prove the exact circumstances 
of the incident.

this region raises community concern, and 
we took this matter very seriously. While our 
enquiries found no evidence of any breach 
of the Electricity Safety Act, this incident 
reinforces the need for strong oversight, 
and we remain focused on holding energy 
network operators to their safety obligations 

The following information was also 
provided. On January 7, Energy Safe was 

Glenburn, Victoria involving a transmission 
line owned and operated by AusNet Services.

Energy Safe’s investigation into the incident 

Electricity Safety Act 1998.

transmission lines can induce voltages on 
nearby metallic structures, such as fences, 
where adequate earthing is not maintained.

Major electricity companies, including 
AusNet, must submit an Electricity Safety 
Management Scheme (ESMS) to Energy 

plans are a legal requirement that outline how 

risks on their networks. Energy Safe monitors 
company compliance with ESMS.

As part of its ESMS, AusNet is responsible 
for engaging with landholders to ensure 
they are aware of these voltage hazards and 
understand their responsibilities regarding 
farm fences in transmission easements. These 
include seeking permission from the network 
operator to install metal fences within these 
zones, maintaining adequate earthing systems 
and adhering to conditions imposed by the 
network operator.

Shaping Murrindindi’s 
Future strategy update
MURRINDINDI Shire Council’s 
Local Development Strategy, Shaping 
Murrindindi’s Future, is active and 
progressing through community groups 
and council.

The Local Development Strategy sets 
out six innovation opportunity areas. Each 
area has an Innovation Working Group and 
all groups welcome new members.

Updates
The Farm Forestry Futures group has 
secured funding to identify the best ways 
to expand farm forestry in the shire. 
It is also assessing the feasibility of an 
interpretive centre and a small scale timber 
processing facility.

Beyond the Black Spur are focusing 
on tourism branding and identity for the 
south east corridor of the shire. Current 
work includes farm gate food experiences, 
new tracks and trails around Marysville. 
A grant application has been submitted to 
progress the next stage.

its focus on food waste. It is exploring 
opportunities created by council’s 
kerbside collection of Food Organics 
Garden Organics.

Sustainable Agriculture, Aquaculture 
and Horticulture work continues with 
sector leaders and the Department of 
Agriculture to plan for the land surrounding 
the Yea Saleyards.

Under Advanced Manufacturing, 
council has applied for a grant to activate 
industrial zoned land across the shire. 
This will support expansion by current 
manufacturers and encourage new 
enterprises to establish locally.

Health, Aged Care and Social Assistance 
engagement is underway on a draft plan 
to address workforce challenges across 
the shire.

Visit council’s website or contact council 
on 5772 0333 to get involved. All groups 
are active and open to new members.

The All Abilities group on International Day of People with Disability, December 3, 
celebrating with a barbecue at Rotary Park in Alexandra. -AR
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Available from 
these retail outlets
Alexandra FoodWorks

Alexandra Newsagency
Alexandra Newspapers

Ampol Alexandra
Ampol Eildon
Buxton Shell
Eildon Grocer

Endeavour Alexandra
 Hazeldene Store

Igloo Buxton
Marysville Grocer

Merton General Store
Seymour Newsagency

Taggerty Store
Thornton Store
Yea FoodWorks

Yea Newsagency

Alexandra Newspapers are 
members of:

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Revised 
construction 
dates for the 
Lake Eildon 
Campground 

upgrades
AFTER consultation with the community 
and stakeholders, Parks Victoria has revised 
the construction schedule to make sure that 
visitors can camp at Lake Eildon during the 
January school holidays.

Construction will start at Lakeside 
and Devil Cove Campgrounds after the 
January 26 long weekend 2026. Both will 
reopen before the Easter public holidays. 
Candlebark campground will remain open 
during this period. 

Candlebark Campground will close for 
construction after the Easter holidays and 
will reopen in mid-2026.

Park Victoria started building a new 
toilet next to the main boat ramp in 
December. The existing toilet block at 
nearby Herb Fitzroy Day Visitor Area will 

Camping bookings at Lakeside and 
Devil Cove Campgrounds are open until 
January 26, with campers to check-out on 
January 27.

Bookings will reopen at Lakeside 
and Devil Cove Campgrounds in time 
for Easter.

Camping at Candlebark Campground 
remains available until after Easter.

This staged construction approach keeps 
as much camping as possible open to the 
public during the construction period.

Water supply issues caused by ageing 
infrastructure have limited the capacity 
of the Fraser Block campgrounds in 
recent times.

Much of the water supply infrastructure 
was built in the 1960s and has deteriorated 
beyond repair. Changing the water and 
wastewater management infrastructure in 
the park ensures that these systems meet 
today’s environmental standards.

To address these issues, Parks Victoria 
are installing new accessible toilet blocks 
at Lakeside, Candlebark and Devil 
Cove Campgrounds.

Each new toilet block will feature a 
state-of-the-art dry-vault system, removing 
the need for water to be carted into the 
park. This provides an environmentally 
sustainable and cost-effective solution. 
Non-drinking water for hand washing will 
be provided by a gravity-fed rainwater tank.

The new facilities will not include 

Campers will need to bring their own 
drinking water.

These updates address the issues 
caused by ageing water and wastewater 
infrastructure. They meet today’s 
environmental standards and ensure that 
camping at Lake Eildon National Park 
is sustainable.

The new facilit ies will enable 
more Victorians to go camping in the 
great outdoors. They are funded by 
a $4.6 million investment from the 
Victorian Government’s ‘Victoria’s Great 
Outdoors’ program.

THE items in Out and About are sourced from 
our advertising and news stories. Out and 
About is not a free community listing diary. 
Not all items can be included and are placed 
at the discretion of Alexandra Newspapers.

***************
Congratulations to Peter Geldart, winner 
of the double pass for Cathedral Lodge and 
Golf Club Invitational day. Enjoy. Thanks to 
everyone who entered.

***************
See this edition for all Murrindindi Shire 
Council closure dates over the holiday period.

***************

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10
2025 Cathedral Invitational will be packed 
with leading and emerging names in 

be a kicker. Tickets are on sale to the public 
for day two. $60 for adults, or $30 for adults 

living within a 30 kilometre radius of the 
course, $30 for concession, and children 
under 12 are free. For more information, visit 
cathedralinvitational.com

***************

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12
You are invited to attend an Ecumenical 
Christmas Carol Celebration Service at 6pm 
at St Mary’s Catholic Church, Alexandra. 
Refreshments will be served after the 
service. For further information contact Fr 
Mario Hendricks 0435 953 777 or email 
mdphen@yahoo.com

***************

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25 
– MERRY CHRISTMAS

Will you be alone for Christmas? Family out 
of town? No-one around to enjoy the day with? 
Embassy of Ideas is hosting a community 
Christmas lunch. Everyone is welcome. 
Singles, couples, families. St Johns Hall, 

Alexandra. All food provided, cold meats, 
salads and desserts. Bookings are required for 
catering purposes. Text Sasha 0422 225 801 
or email 

***************

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27
Alexandra Race Club will be holding the 
Alexandra Country and Western Meeting. 
Gates open at noon. Book the return bus for 
$10, online at country.racing.com/alexandra.

***************

Draft Murrindindi Health Network 
Plan released for comment

MURRINDINDI Shire Council, in 
conjunction with the community and 
local health services, has released the draft 
Murrindindi Health Network Plan. They 
began working on the project in Australia 
2025, and are seeking to understand the 
gaps, opportunities and aspirations for a 
local health service.

The project was funded through the 
Department of Energy, Environment and 
Climate Action’s (DEEAC) Community 
Development Fund.

A lexa nd ra  Dis t r ic t  Hea l t h’s 
announcement of a potential merger with 
Eastern Health came part way through the 
development of the plan, and this doesn’t 
appear to have been factored in.

Council is asking that the community 
review the draft plan and provide feedback 

values and priorities for the shire.
The report states, “Getting the right 

care, at the right time, close to home is 
getting harder. We know from the what 

you’ve told us, and what we’ve uncovered 
through data, that mental health, physical 
health and social connection are key 
issues for our community and well below 
the state average on many indicators, 
sometimes from not having access to the 
services locally, and sometimes to lack of 
awareness and communication.

“At the same time, the people who care 
for us, nurses, doctors, aged care workers, 
disability support workers, allied health 
professionals and many others, are under 
pressure. It is getting harder to attract and 
keep staff in small rural towns.

“Our Goal: The Health and Aged Care 
Workforce Strategy brings together local 
hospitals, aged care, disability providers, 
community organisations and council to 
plan for the future, so that everyone in 
Murrindindi can access safe, local care as 
our population grows and ages.”

Further information can be found at 
theloop.murrindindi.vic.gov.au/projects/
healthcare

Shire’s draft Guidelines for 
Renewable Energy Development

MURRINDINDI Shire Council is inviting the 
community to provide feedback on its draft 
Guidelines for Successful Renewable Energy, 
which are open for consultation until Sunday, 
February 8, 2026.

The draft guidelines have been developed 
in response to growing interest in large-scale 
renewable energy projects and transmission 
infrastructure in the shire. They represent a 
proactive approach to ensuring renewable 
energy development strengthens, rather than 
compromises, the shire’s values and future. 
Early-stage proposals have already sparked 
community concern around landscape 
protection, farming viability, tourism impacts, 
amenity, and environmental stewardship.

Deputy Mayor Anita Carr said the draft 

Murrindindi, in shaping how renewable 
energy projects are planned. We’ve heard 
loud and clear that our landscapes, farming, 
tourism, and community wellbeing must be 
protected as Victoria transitions to renewable 
energy. These guidelines set clear expectations 
for how large-scale projects must be planned 
and delivered in Murrindindi. Partnership, 

are non-negotiable,” Cr Carr said.
The guidelines provide a framework 

for developers, government agencies, and 
decision-makers. They emphasise early and 
genuine engagement with the community, 
collaboration with council and Traditional 

Owners, full transparency, environmental 

landscapes. Respect for Country is central, 
ensuring Traditional Owners are partners 
in planning, while clear criteria for project 

decommissioning are also considered.
Cr Carr said the guidelines are a crucial 

step in balancing the shire’s clean-energy 
opportunities with the protection of its unique 
character. “The guidelines make it clear what 
our community expects and what will earn 

landscapes, our environment, our identity, 
and our future.”

While the draft guidelines have been 
shaped by the voices of many community 
members so far, council emphasises that this 
is only the beginning of the conversation. 
Council is encouraging all residents, whether 
directly affected or simply interested in 
Murrindindi’s future, to review the draft 
and share their views.

Your feedback will help ensure the 

perspectives across the shire. Council wants 
to hear from farmers, businesses, community 
groups, local residents, young people, and 
anyone who cares about how renewable 
energy projects are planned in Murrindindi.

The draft guidelines and opportunities to 
provide feedback are available on council’s 
online engagement platform, The Loop, at 
theloop.murrindindi.vic.gov.au/renewable
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Sunday, December 14 
9am to 1pm

y, December 14 
m to 1pm

To book please call 0494 329 695 or 
email marysvillemarketinc@gmail.com

Second Sunday of each month

All your favourite stalls along 
with home made cakes, 

local honey, plants, 
jewellery and handcrafts. 

Community sausage sizzle
and live music.

Please call the team

ALEXANDRA PHYSIOTHERAPY

PP
00

25

Empowering you towards better health
Over 25 years of clinical experience.

• Clinical Pilates
• Orthotics

• Back & Neck Pain
• Sports Injuries
• Joint & Muscle Injuries
• Rehabilitation post surgery or injury
• Consulting Rooms available for rental

5772 2649
54A Downey St, Alexandra

HICAPS: Health fund rebates claimed on the spot.
Veterans Affairs, TAC, WorkCover, Private,

Medicare (EPC referral from GP)

www.finalembracefunerals.com.auwww.finalembracefunerals.com.au

Goulburn Chapel - 82 Anzac Ave, SeymourGoulburn Chapel - 82 Anzac Ave, Seymour

24 / 7 phone: 5756 374024 / 7 phone: 5756 3740

No Service, Direct Cremation
in Victoria from $2,500

Simple Cremation
Funeral Packages from $5,500

Traditional Burial
Funeral Packages from $6,995

No Service, Direct Cremation
in Victoria from $2,500

Simple Cremation
Funeral Packages from $5,500

Traditional Burial
Funeral Packages from $6,995

(plus cemetery fees)(plus cemetery fees)

100% Locally family owned and operated
Proudly serving our community with

dignity, grace and respect.

SEYMOUR & WHITTLESEASEYMOUR & WHITTLESEA

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

ARE you alone this Christmas? New to town? 
At a loose end on Christmas Day?

If you are looking for some company and 
wanting to connect with others on Christmas 
Day, you are warmly invited to join Embassy 
of Ideas for a Community Christmas Lunch at 
St Johns Hall at 39 Downy Street, Alexandra 
from 11am to 2pm, lunch is served at 12pm.

This lunch is free and all food is provided, 
cold meats, salads and dessert. This event 
is open to everyone, singles, couples and 

families. Everyone is welcome. All kids get 
a Christmas present.

To book your place, please contact Sasha 
and provide any dietary requirements on 0422 
225 801 or email 

This event is hosted by the Embassy of Ideas. 
The event is made possible by the generosity 
of many individuals and organisations in our 
community. If you would like to contribute 
towards the lunch or volunteer to help out on 
the day, please get in touch.

Attendees enjoying a Christmas Day lunch in a previous year. -S

Nicole Kelly’s book, Forever Sammy, was launched at the Alexandra Library on Thursday, 
October 27. Nicole (centre) read and signed her beautifully illustrated picture book and donated 
a copy to Alexandra District Health. -S

SES members on the lookout for the 
tinny. -S

The tinny on the bank of the Goulburn 
River. -S

Lucky escape 
for fishermen

December 1 after their tinny overturned 
in unseasonably cold conditions on the 
Goulburn River.

Just after 5pm, Alexandra SES 
volunteers were paged to an emergency 
call-out approximately seven kilometres 
downstream from Alexandra.

SES crews met police at the scene 
before launching the rescue boat in rainy, 
nine degree weather.

Once underway, the crew located the 

taken their tinny out on its maiden voyage 
in the hope of catching trout.

As the group attempted to head home 
for the day, the outboard motor stalled, 
leaving them to drift downstream.

Their tinny then collided with a tree 
and overturned, sending all three men 
into the freezing water.

Swimming across the river, the 
men managed to secure the boat 
on the riverbank before phoning 
emergency services.

Alexandra SES volunteers arrived on 
scene around 30 minutes later to rescue 
the three friends, all aged in their 20s.

Community Christmas Day lunch by Embassy of Ideas
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Student of the Week Proudly supported by 
Kinglake branch

Stella Brewer 
Stella consistently shows the school values. She has great 

integrity both in class and in the playground. She gives everything 
a red hot go. Stella can be relied upon to help out whenever 

asked. She is kind to everyone in the school. Stella has a positive 
attitude and takes on feedback to improve. We are proud to have 

you in our learning community, Stella. You are a star.

EILDON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Shayla Smith
For demonstrating the school value achievement 

by singing magni cently at the grade six graduation.

ALEXANDRA PRIMARY SCHOOL

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

A very special 
book presented to 
Kellock residents

ALEXANDRA Secondary College students, 
Zoe and Charlie, along with teacher Jackie 
Tossol, attended Kellock Lodge on Thursday, 
December 4, for a very special presentation. 
It was a book, Pages from the Past.

Four students participated in the creation 
of the book, but unfortunately Ava and Aiden 
were unable to attend.

The genesis for the project came when the 
four students attended a leadership camp, and 
were keen to develop a local project. They 
attended Kellock Lodge and interviewed 
some of the residents about their lives, then 
wrote up their stories.

These stories were read to Alexandra 
Primary School, where students from Prep, 
year one and year two were invited to draw 
pictures based on what they heard.

The stories, drawings and photos of the 
residents were then compiled into a beautiful 
book and presented to the delighted residents.

Zoe, teacher Jackie Tossol and Charlie, with their book, Pages from the 
Past. -AR

Residents were very keen to read the book. -AR

There was certainly a lot of interest in the drawings and stories. -AR

The book was illustrated with photos and with 
drawings created by students from Alexandra 
Primary School. -AR

Zoe getting a hug from one of the residents. -AR
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LIFETIME
LEASE

$545,000

N E W
H O M E -
R E A DY

N OW

S C A N
H E R E

F O R
D E T A I L S

RARE OPPORTUNITY TO MOVE INTO A
BRAND-NEW HOME AT BEOLITE VILLAGEAn Ecumenical 

Christmas Carol
Celebration Service

We would like to cordially invite all 
the people of  the district, to join us for a 
joyous Christmas Carolling get together.

Date: Friday, December 12, 2025
at 6pm

 Venue: St Mary’s Catholic Church
Nihil St, Alexandra

Refreshments will be served 
after the service
For further information contact:
Fr Mario Hendricks
Mobile 0435 953 777
Email: mdphen@yahoo.com

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Opportunities available for retirees at Beolite Village
retirement village situated just minutes from 

housing and a welcoming community in a 
rural setting. 

Stage eight construction is currently 
underway at the village, meaning there is an 
opportunity for people looking to downsize 
and switch to a more relaxed lifestyle. 

Bek Lennon, the Village Manager, 
explained how the stage-by-stage construction 
works, and what is on offer at Beolite Village. 

village and we just build in small amounts. 

builds a year. From the inception of the 
village, we have built-in stages,” Bek said. 

developer, we just build a couple at a time 
and then we put people in those homes and 
then we build another couple of homes. At 
the moment we do have quite a high wait list 
for people coming into the village. 

There are a range of amenities on offer at 
Beolite Village. 

they include our community centre which has 
a library, a very large billiards table, table 

Local NAPLAN 
scores released
THE NAPLAN results for Victorian 
schools were released on the My School 
website on Wednesday, December 3, after 
students sat the test in March.

Locally, the highest ranking primary 
school was Middle Kinglake at 169th place 
in the list of Victorian primary schools. 
Their Year Five average was 532.6.

Eildon Primary School was in second 
place, ranked 362 with a Year Five 
average of 516.8. This put them in sixth 
place among all of the regional primary 

in the regional list and may therefore have 

Marysville Primary School was next, 
ranking 608 with a Year Five average of 
502. They were 16th on the regional list.

Kinglake Primary followed, ranking 701 
with a Year Five average of 468.

Alexandra Primary School ranked 48th 
on the regional list, ranking at 942 on 
the overall list and achieving a Year Five 
average of 486.6.

Only slightly behind was Yea Primary 
School. They ranked 958 on the overall list, 
with a Year Five average of 486.

It was followed by Kinglake West 
Primary School, ranking 1198 with a Year 
Five average of 474.6.

St Marys Primary School ranked 1414 
with a Year Five average of 460.

No data was available for Sacred Heart 
Primary School, Buxton Primary School 
and Flowerdale Primary School.

Among our local high schools, Yea High 

place overall and a Year Nine average 
of 554.6.

Alexandra Secondary College came in 
at 414 on the overall list. Their Year Nine 
average was 549.6.

court, we have an on-site hairdressing salon 
and an allied health room,” Bek said.

“We also have on the grounds a community 
garden which has vegetables that the residents 
run so they can grow their own and also have 

very pet friendly here. We love our animals.

close to the hospital and Bindaree [Retirement 
Centre] and Buckland House [Nursing Home], 
which are the aged care facilities as well.”

Beolite Village is an independent living 
retirement village, designed to offer less 
maintenance for people looking to spend more 
time doing the things they enjoy.

“We get a lot of people that come in off 
farms, where it is just too big to look after,” 
Bek said.

“They really want to downsize, and they 
want to go somewhere where the vast majority 
of the maintenance is all done for them. They 

with people downsizing off farms in this 
broader northeast region. 

“And then we also get those that come in 
from town as well. Again, just wanting a bit 
more of a lock up and leave lifestyle so they 
can move in. A lot of them go away for months 

“What we find here is we get people 
that really want to get actively involved 

village and others that we barely see because 

those kind of things. So people can do what 
they want in that space and what suits them.”

For more information about Beolite Village 
and what opportunities are currently available, 
visit their website at beolitevillage.org/
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More roadside drug tests and improved technology funded
VICTORIA Police will conduct an extra 
25,000 roadside drug tests every year, 
expand the use of technology to catch 
unauthorised drivers and reduce paperwork 
so police spend more time on the road in a 
major safety boost.

The road policing uplift, funded by the 
Transport Accident Commission as part of 
Victoria’s road safety partnership, includes 

$21.1 million.
The projects will be progressively rolled 

already underway.
The boost includes: An additional 

25,000 roadside drug tests to be conducted 
each year, bringing the total number of 
roadside drug tests to 175,000 annually, 
valued at $4.536 million; the delivery of a 
Roadside Impaired Driver Evidence (RIDE) 
application to reduce the manual paperwork 
required at the roadside for processing drug 
and alcohol data collection, valued at $5.841 

with automatic numberplate recognition 
(ANPR) technology. These will be based 
at 24-hour police stations to assist with 
detecting dangerous and unauthorised 
drivers, valued at $6.391 million; the 
replacement and upgrade of police in-car 

video technology in 98 vehicles. This will 
be allocated to one-member stations in 
regional and remote locations, valued at 
$2.842 million; and the replacement of 123 
evidentiary breath testing instruments used 
to detect drink drivers and purchasing an 
additional 27 new instruments, valued at 
$1.49 million.

The rollout of the additional roadside drug 
testing has already begun, with Victoria 
Police on track to conduct a record 175,000 

Drug driving is one of Victoria’s leading 
causes of road trauma. There were 793 

the driver was drug impaired, and 8294 
motorists detected for drug driving over 
the period.

To support the additional testing, a new 
application will be developed to automate 
administrative processes relating to alcohol 
and drug testing.

for police with more time dedicated to 
patrolling the roads.

automatic numberplate recognition 
technology and allocated to all 24-hour 
stations across Victoria will ensure general 

to detect and apprehend dangerous and 
unauthorised drivers and remove them 
from roads.

ANPR technology is already used in close 
to 250 police vehicles across Victoria.

Officers located at 98 one-member 
stations across the state will receive 
upgraded in-car video technology to 
assist with capturing visual records when 
conducting enforcement.

In-car video footage is used to capture 
unsafe driving and can be used to prosecute 
and remove dangerous drivers from 
the roads.

from the replacement of 123 older 
evidentiary breath testing instruments and 
the addition of 27 new instruments.

Evidentiary breath tests are a critical tool 
for alcohol impaired driving enforcement 
and used to obtain evidence after a driver 
returns a positive result on a preliminary 
breath test at the roadside.

Victoria Police, along with the Transport 
Accident Commission, Department of 
Transport and Planning, Department of 
Justice and Community Safety, and the 
Department of Health, form the road safety 

partnership responsible for delivering the 
Victorian Road Safety Strategy 2021-2030.

The strategy aims to halve road deaths 
by 2030 and eliminate deaths on Victorians 
roads by 2050.

Road Policing Assistant Commissioner 
Glenn Weir said: “This is a massive 
investment from the Transport Accident 
Commission and there is no doubt it will 
save lives. We will be testing more drivers 
for drugs than ever before.

“The boost also allows us to enhance 
technology across the force to ensure our 
people have the tools they need to enforce 
effectively and make the roads safer. This 
includes targeting behaviours that contribute 
to road trauma like speed, impaired driving, 
high-risk driving and unauthorised driving.

“The development of new technology to 
automate administrative processes at the 
roadside also means police can spend less 
time on paperwork and more time patrolling 
the roads.

“We remain committed to working 
alongside our road safety partners to reduce 
the number of fatal and serious injuries on 
our roads.”

For more information on how Victoria 
Police works to keep our roads safe, visit 
police.vic.gov.au/road-safety

GLENCOE Group, the leading Victorian truss and 
frame manufacturer, is stepping up its presence 
in Alexandra, with the site now set to become the 
company’s key timber production hub.

Site Manager, Chris Piggott, explained that 
Glencoe currently operates across three locations: 
Timber in Alexandra, steel fabrication in Kilsyth, 

procurement as the business continues to grow.
After reviewing production costs, the team 

found that consolidating all timber truss 
manufacturing in Alexandra made strong long-
term sense. Even with freight, the numbers pointed 

and sustainable, a sign that major businesses 
can thrive in country towns. Glencoe acquired 
the Alexandra site nearly 15 years ago, and this 

commitment to the region.
“It’s good for the locals,” Chris said.
“We’re growing again, getting back to the level 

of activity this site used to have. We’ve brought 
on six new people very quickly, and we’re still 
looking to hire. It’s not just about growing a 
business; it’s about building up the community.”

For Chris, the move has also brought a welcome 
change to his own routine. After years commuting 
to Thomastown, Glen Iris and Clayton, he’s now 
working closer to his home in Buxton while 
staying in the industry he’s built his career around.

Managing Director, Jake McArthur, said the 

term commitment to Alexandra and the people 
who live here.

“For us, it’s about more than expanding 
production, it’s about creating secure, meaningful 
career paths for local people. This is an older 
site with a lot of potential, and while there’s still 
plenty of work to do, every improvement supports 
not only our own growth but the growth of many 

local trade businesses who work alongside us. We 
want to build a sustainable, generational business 
here, and that starts with investing in good local 
people who share our values,” Jake said.

With high demand for timber trusses, frames 

stay busy well into the future. Glencoe currently 
employs 13 locals, supported by a small team 
from Melbourne, and they’re actively looking 
for more people, from assembly line workers and 

or machinery. Experience isn’t essential, and 
opportunities for apprenticeships in prefabrication 
are also being explored.

The nearly 20-acre site is now being reviewed 
for further production opportunities, with Glencoe 
exploring ways to expand manufacturing and 
bring even more activity to the region. Transport 
operations are also under review, and the company 
is open to partnering with both permanent and 
contract-based logistics operators who want to 
work locally.

Glencoe continues to use mostly pine, along 
with hardwood and laminated veneer lumber 
(LVL), and is pleased to see timber supply back to 
normal after the challenges of the COVID period.

With steady investment and deeper ties to 
the region, Glencoe hopes to encourage more 
local builders and developers to support their 
community by sourcing prefabricated timber 
frames and structural steel products through 
Glencoe Group. The company has been part 
of Alexandra’s landscape for almost 15 years, 
backing local clubs and initiatives along the way, 
and plans to remain a strong contributor to the 
town’s growth.

As Chris summed it up, “Country people have 
great skills and take pride in what they do. It’s 
good for bigger businesses to be part of country 
communities. It’s good for the town.”

Site Manager Chris Piggott. -AR

Daniel Stoate cutting timber. -S

Frames being built. -AR

Glencoe Group steps up Alexandra presence



The Alexandra & Eildon Standard, Wednesday, December 10, 2025 9www.murrindindibusiness.com.au



The Alexandra & Eildon Standard, Wednesday, December 10, 202510 www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Koriella Fire 
Brigade celebrates 

75 years of 
operation

THE Koriella Fire Brigade celebrated 75 years 
of operation last Sunday, as well as presenting 
service awards to members of the brigade and 
a life membership to Patrick McVeigh, for 
his outstanding contributions to the brigade.

Member for Eildon Cindy McLeish 
presented Captain Scott Reeves with a 

Fire Brigade’s 75 years of operation.
CFA District 12 Commander Justin Dally 

then presented brigade members with service 

medals, celebrating their contributions to 
the brigade.

service medal.
Patrick McVeigh was presented with a life 

membership, recognising his years of service 
to the brigade, including his time as captain 
and various other important roles.

Also announced at the celebration was 
the successful VESEP grant application 
that Koriella Fire Brigade received to the 
amount of $250,000, which will allow for the 
brigade to make a 40 square metre extension 
to incorporate a turnout room, w/c and 

McVeigh (life member), Alan Parsons (life member), Captain Scott Reeves and Alastair Gerrey.  

and CFA District 12 Commander Justin Dally. -BD

The Koriella Fire Brigade had the marquee set 

of the brigade. -BD

of the brigade. -BD

it. -BD
Member for Eildon Cindy McLeish presenting Koriella Fire Brigade Captain Scott Reeves with the 
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The Farmer’s Ag NewsThe Farmer’s Ag News
www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Be patient on the road 
during harvest season

WITH harvest and silage season now in 
full swing across Victoria, the Victorian 
Farmers Federation (VFF) is calling on 
all road users to take extra care and show 
patience as heavy agricultural vehicles 
move between paddocks, silos and 
storage sites.

Across Victoria, farmers are entering 
the busiest time of year, with crops, hay 
and silage being harvested. This results 
in more headers, trucks, tractors and 
machinery on rural roads, often travelling 
slowly, carrying wide loads, or stopping 
frequently during busy harvest operations.

VFF Grains President Ryan Milgate said 
patience can make a major difference in 
keeping everyone safe during one of the 
busiest times of the year.

“We are asking everyone, including 
farmers to take it easy on the roads this 
harvest season. Patience and sharing the 
roads is key.”

“Saving a few minutes by taking risks 
can lead to tragedy,” Mr Milgate said.

VFF Livestock President Scott Young 
urged all drivers to make safety their 
number one priority.

“No matter how tempting it is to run 
the risk, coming home safely at the end of 
the day must always be our top priority.”

“Every driver has a responsibility to 
look after those around them, and we can’t 
forget that.”

“As farmers we understand we’re 
driving oversized vehicles on the road. 
Where possible, we’ll make as much room 
as we can, we’re just asking others to 
slow down so we can all stay safe,” Mr 
Young said.

Drivers can help keep safe this harvest 
season by avoiding areas around grain 
receival sites where truck and machinery 
traffic is especially heavy; moving 
completely off the road when stopping, 
giving agricultural vehicles room to pass 
safely; staying off unsealed roads unless 
absolutely necessary, as these can be 
damaged or become hazardous under 

farmers loading and unloading machinery 
or bales on roadsides, particularly during 
hay and silage cutting; remaining patient 
around oversized machinery, such 
as headers, balers and tractors towing 
wide implement, wait for a clear, safe 
opportunity before overtaking.

The VFF is urging all drivers to slow 
down and take in their surroundings. 
There’s so much to see in regional Victoria, 
it’s worth taking your time to stop, look 
around and take in the regions.

The VFF is also continuing to advocate 
for regional Victoria’s road network to be 

possible conditions for drivers. 

last Friday, in the form of a Combined Agents Store 
Sale, with Alex Scott and Staff, Elders, Nutrien, 
and Victorian Livestock and Property (VLP) all 
auctioneering. 

Around 2470 cattle were yarded, with the average 
price per head remaining above 500c/kg, at 515c/
kg. Average price per head was $1726, with the 
average weight per head sitting at 335.4 kilograms. 

Steers had a top price per head of $3500, with 
a top weight of 721.8 kilograms, equalling out to 
485c/kg. 

Heifers were only very slightly behind, with the 
top price per head at $2340 and the top weight at 
486.3 kilograms. Doing the maths shows heifers 
had a top price of 481c/kg, only four cents per 
kilogram behind their male counterparts. 

The Yea Saleyards have a month-long hiatus 
now, until the VLP Inaugural Weaner Sale kicks 
off 2026 on January 7. This sale will be closely 
followed by the Nutrien Yea Upper Goulburn 
Rivers Annual Classic Weaner Sale on January 9, 
and the Elders Yea Annual Blue Ribbon Weaner 
Sale on January 16.

Government pauses ESVF: 
VFF comments

THE Victorian Government announced 
that they would be pausing the Emergency 
Services Volunteer Fund (ESVF) during 
last Friday’s Budget Update.

As part of the update, the state 
government announced changes to the 
ESVF, including no increase to the 
variable rate for Primary Production 
Land, an increase to the volunteer rebate 
cap for farmland from $5 million of $10 
million of CIV and a delay to the change 
for investment properties by 12 months.

The Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) 
has welcomed the Victorian Government’s 
decision to freeze the ESVF for a further 
two years and increase the property value 
threshold for volunteer exemptions from 
$5 million to $10 million.

VFF President Brett Hosking said the 
move is a huge relief for farmers and 
comes after a huge backlash against the 
fundamentally wrong cash-grab.   

“Farmers will be breathing a huge sigh 
of relief,” Mr Hosking said.

“This tax was set to rip hundreds of 
millions out of the pockets of cash-strapped 
farmers in the middle of a record-breaking 
drought. Freezing the levy and increasing 
the exemption threshold acknowledges the 
massive pressure farmers have been under, 
particularly following years of drought and 
escalating operating costs.

“I would like to thank Premier Jacinta 
Allan, Treasurer Jacyln Symes and 

Minister for Agriculture Ros Spence for 
listening to farmers across Victoria.

“Victorian farmers told us the 
Emergency Services Volunteer Levy was 
their number one issue and we’ve been 
moving heaven and earth to get to today’s 
decision. It’s a step in the right direction, 
now we need real reform so we aren’t 
staring down the barrel of the same tax 
in two years’ time.” 

The VFF will now turn its attention to 
engaging with the Victorian Government 
over the next two years to engage in a 
serious and transparent discussion about 
how emergency services are funded in 
the long term. 

“This cannot be the end of the 
conversation. A pause is great, but we 
need a permanent and fair and equitable 
funding model that ref lects modern 
realities and doesn’t continue to load 
disproportionate costs onto property 
owners,” Mr Hosking said.

“It must be a sustainable system that 
moving emergency services funding back 
into consolidated revenue and doesn’t push 
that burden onto farmers and landholders.

“Before next year’s election, we need 

will look like to work in partnership with 
farmers to deliver a long-term funding 
solution, one that supports farmers, 
volunteers, strengthens emergency service 
capability, and treats all Victorians fairly.”

Andrew Hill from Elders Yea and Andrew Fulford, 
Yea Saleyards lane marshal. -S

The Alex Scott team in action. -S

The crowd in the lane during selling. -SThe VLP team selling. -S

Combined agents store sale closes 2025 at Yea Saleyards
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Declares a truth under oath.
4. Large machine used to 

level or smooth roads.
8. Call on somebody socially.
10. A cause of annoyance 

or irritation. 
11. Cruel or inhumane treatment.
12. Cook with dry heat 

in an oven.
15. A state of indecision 

and agitation.
16. A breakfast food 

made from grain.
17. A feeling of wonder 

and admiration.
18. A minister of the Roman 

Catholic church.
20. Much more tidy and 

methodical. 
23. Relinquish possession 

or control over.
25. The speed at which 

music is to be played.
26. A joyous Christmas hymn. 
27. Much more recently 

than others.
28. The froth produced by soap.
29. A few unexpected 

developments.

DOWN
1. Oozed slowly through 

small openings.
2. Diversions or amusements 

for guests.

3. Be in awe of and 
respect deeply.

5. Turn around on an 
axis or a center.

6. Programs presenting 
facts about an event.

7. Make information 
clear and visible.

9. A division of an ocean.
13. Speak in a formal, 

pompous manner.

14. A public display of 
passion or temper.

18. Fuel needed to drive 
motor vehicles.

19. A bracket fixed to a wall 
for holding candles.

21. Money held by solicitor 
till conditions are met.

22. Objects that have 
survived from the past.

24. Drops of water condensed 
on cool grass.

AFRICA

HALLELUJAH

HELP

IMAGINE

LOLA

ROAR

ROXANNE

SACRIFICE

SATISFACTION

STAN

VALERIE

YESTERDAY

H L K I C N X J V Y F H T M X
G A M E V Y A D R E T S E Y M
I H L C X A B R O X A N N E S

W I X L A Z L H B R T E B A L
E T D L E X S E K J J C T P K
M J O C N L U L R L Q I A D C
V L R I K B U P Z I S F Y W E
A Z Z X L I C J Q F E I D K C
H M A R P D Z R A C H R N P H
I M A G I N E C A H U C S Y H
V R D R R E T F H O O A T D S
K O I L S I R I N T R S A E E
X U Q J O I K R K Y Z J N L G
F X F N C D F D M E F A W E X
B G J A R L X G P U S K X W H

Songs with one word titles

Word Search Sudoku

Math Square

Difficulty: Medium
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. 

Every row and column and every group 
of 9 boxes inside the thicker lines must 

contain each number and letter only once.

Fill in the missing numbers.
The missing values are the whole 

numbers between 1 and 9.
Each number is only used once.

Each row is a math equation.
Each column is a math equation.

Remember that multiplication and division are 
performed before addition and subtraction.

Maze

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

SOLUTIONS 
Page 14 Vale Anthony (Tony) 

Michael Coates
TONY Coates was born on September 4, 
1965 at the Alexandra District Hospital, a 
son to John and Jocelyn Coates and brother 
to Roslyn and Murray. Tony’s grandfather 
was Les Coates, shire councillor and twice 
Mayor of the Alexandra Shire. Coates Court 
was named in his honour.

The Coates family attended the local 
Methodist Church and Sunday School and 
his parents both loved and encouraged 
participation in sports. At four years old 
Tony attended Alexandra Kindergarten. He 
loved playing anything with a ball, and had 
excellent eye-hand-ball co-ordination.

Tony progressed to Alexandra Primary 
School where he spent six months in prep, 
six months in grade one and then started his 
second year in grade two. He was always a 
good student, and he loved sport.

He joined the Alexandra Swimming and 

strokes and achieved his Bronze Cross. 
During this time Tony also joined the local 
Scout Association as a cub and progressed 
to be a boy scout.

At 11 years old, Tony attended Alexandra 
High School. Always a diligent student and 
sports lover he was introduced to many new 
sports. Tony loved basketball, badminton, 
Aussie Rules football, golf, and clay pigeon 
shooting, and played for local competitions 
with great success. Finally, Tony was 
introduced to squash and was coached locally 
by Kevin Boote. It was a sport he continued 
to play well into his late 40s in Melbourne 
pennant competitions.

A very good family friend, Mr Hec Ingram, 
who had a close association with Scotch 
College, asked if Tony would be interested 

carefully considering this opportunity 

of secondary school at Scotch College in 
Melbourne, where he was a day student and 
boarded with his aunt and uncle in Boxhill.

Sport continued to be a big part of his 
school life playing football, cricket, swam for 
his house, and joined the Cadet Unit. For work 
experience Tony was fortunate to spend two 
weeks on a hospital rotation, and discovered 
radiography, his future career.

After achieving good results in his VCE 
Tony was awarded a place at RMIT to study 
radiography. At the completion of his studies 

Tony Coates. -S

position at St Vincent’s Hospital, where he 

Two years later he moved on to a Grade 
Three position at Box Hill Hospital and went 
on to specialize in angiography and worked as 
a valued member of the cardiac team. Twenty-
one years later he was head hunted to work 
as a Grade Four Medical Imaging Technician 
at Epworth Eastern in Boxhill where he ran 
the Angiography Unit, until forced to retire 
with ill health in 2024.

In 2006 Tony married Kashmira and became 
a stepdad to Daniel. Tony was diagnosed 
with cancer in 2020 and passed away on 
November 4, 2025. His funeral service was 
held at Springvale Crematorium on Friday, 
November 14, conducted by Uniting Church 
Minister Rev Russell Croxford.

Eulogies were given by Kashmira, Jocelyn 
and three of Tony’s work colleagues. Tony 
was much loved and cherished as a son, 
brother, husband and stepdad. He was always 
a quiet achiever, a very successful sportsman 
who led by example and always did his best.

Rest in peace Tony, as we celebrate your 
many achievements in a life well lived.

For all your printing needs contact:
Alexandra Newspapers
Phone 5772 1002, 43 Grant Street, Alexandra Vic. 3714
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Full colour and spot colour offset printing, 
photocopying, business cards, invoice 
boo s, yers and more. 

commercial printing
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ANIMAL SERVICES

Taggerty
Vet Clinic
Dr Rebecca Parth

BVSc
0403 012 996

Consultations strictly
by appointment

All Animals 
Large & Small

Christopher Edwards
0405 554 915

info@chris-tv.com.au
Sec Reg: 997-462-60s

• TV & FM radio antennas 
• Extra TV wall points
• Surround sound systems
• Data points & mesh WIFI

• Starlink, VAST & Foxtel installs 
• TV brackets & wall mount TVs
• Home theatre
• CCTV security systems

Fully InsuredFully Registered

ANTENNAS

At Alexandra Service Centre we 
er a wide ran e  ervice

• Log book servicing
• General servicing
• Fleet car servicing
• Mechanical repairs
• RACV Roadside Assist
• Towing
• RACV re rchase nspec ons
• Roadworthys
• Trailer servicing
• Car ba eries
• Auto electrical repairs 
• Air condi oning

We now have several courtesy cars 
available when booking a service or repairs

C e in and ee t e tea  at
A e ter Street  Alexandra

ne   

AUTOMOTIVE

RUBBISH REMOVAL

CALL SIMON GOODMAN

0409 997 632

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

SKIP BINS
22 BON ST, ALEXANDRA

Alexandra
Builders Waste
Household Waste

6m Walk In Bins
3m Bins

LW
C

01
93

BIN HIRE

*BAS  *IAS  *Superannuation  
*Accounts Receivable

  *Accounts Payable *Payroll

TURNOVER 
BOOKKEEPING

Ph Trevor Turner 
0419 575 176

BOOKKEEPING

Alexandra
BRICKLAYING

CONCRETE & PAVING
No job too big or too small

Free quotes
Call Jarrod, James and Corey

0409 190 502
EM

C
00

32

BRICKLAYING

NEW HOMES EXTENSIONS
RENOVATIONS  DECKS 

 SWIMMING POOLS

SCOTT HILL
Registered Builder

0439 730 824

RBP - DBU 47736   HIA 1169777

info@hbiconstructions.com.au
hbiconstructions.com.au

BUILDERS & CARPENTERS

Stain removal 
Urine treatment 
Upholstery cleaning
Carpet steam cleaning 
Tile and grout cleaning 

Ph 0427 322 124 
admin@gvrestorations.com.au  

CARPET CLEANING

COMPUTERS

Fleetwood Concreting
If it’s concrete you need, phone Mac!

Any style - any size
• Driveways • Paths • Slabs • Foundations

• Steps • Crossovers
• Plain • Coloured • Stencil • Slate

or • Exposed Aggregate

All excavations and concrete cutting

Phone 0418 534 973

CONCRETING

CONVEYANCING

0439 842 030

- COMMERCIAL

- SPLIT SYTEMS

- NEW INSTALLATIONS

- MAINTENANCE

- INDUSTRIAL

- UNDERGROUNDS

- NEW HOMES

- BREAKDOWNS

ELECTRICIANS

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

• Domestic / Commercial
• Undergrounds 

• Cable Locations • Trenching
• Solar Installations & Batteries

Ph 0418 543 310
info@e-tec.net.au

www.etecelectrical.com.au Rec No 12906MM00042

• Ute trays and canopies
• Steel and aluminium welding

• General welding  • Onsite welding

10 Peterkin Place, Alexandra VIC 3714
www.huntedengineering.com.au

 (03) 5772 2132    0427 937 404
Office hours: Mon-Thurs: 8am-4:30pm. Fri: 8am-1pm.

ENGINEERING

Buxton Excavation
& Gravel Supplies

House and shed site cuts                         
rivewa  and road construc on 

Drainage and erosion works
Da  construc on and clean outs

egeta on ulching
Ha ardous tree re oval 

ravel ock Soil Sand su lies                        
20 Ton excavators                                                       
5 Ton excavator                                                        

uad axle oat                                                   
Ti  truck and trailer                                           

Darren 0447 198 740 
Barney 0488 016 820

• ROADWORKS
• DAM WORK
• HORSE ARENAS
• GRAVEL SUPPLIES
• HOUSE & SHED SITES

Burchall Earthmoving

Phone Shane 
0418 589 240

Owner operator with local knowledge
MM00128

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

EMC0082

Phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 951

---- FOR HIRE ----
   D6T dozer                    D5M dozer
   Cat 12 h/grader           Tipper 
   16T excavator              Water cart
                    Hay and Silage
Ernie Hadfield (20 years experience) 

0429 931 127

EXCAVATOR HIRE

M & K Fencing are now 
offering

hay & silage production
in our area

Round bales & small 
square bales

For bookings this year, get
in early and call

Michael – 0409 008 045
Kate – 0431 180 896

FENCING

Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

DEADLINE: 12 NOON THURSDAYS

5772 1002

Book your space 
in our trades 

directory today!

Like us on facebook
facebook.com/alexandranewspapers
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Rob - 0439 141 812

• Residential And Co mmercial 
       Glass Replacement
• New Wo rk
• Quality Do ub le Glazing
• Mirro rs
• Splash-Backs
• Sho wer Screens
• Pet Do o rs Into  Single And 
       Do ub le Glazed

GLAZIERS

Servicing the Murrindindi Shire
for 35 years

on site 24 hour service
Automotive glass 
Household needs 
Shower screens 

Shop fronts 

Ph Steve Heard
YOUR LOCAL GLAZIER

0427 577 839

ALEXANDRA 
WINDSCREENS

& GLASS

Custom built kitchens, 3D kitchen design,
Granite and Reconstituted stone, laundries,

Creative design and quality,
 vanities, wardrobes

0409 146 465
38 Johnston St, Alexandra

sales@murrindindikitchens.com

EM

KITCHENS

1560 Goulburn Valley Highway, Alexandra

EM
C

01
39

Louise Brennan

Mobile 0418 414 875
Phone 5773 2298 Fax 5773 2294

LEGAL SERVICES

K
M

C
00

09

MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Alexandra Motorcycles

VACC MEMBER
65 Downey Street (near secondary college)

PH 5772 1045

• Road, Enduro, Quad, Side by Side repairs

EM
C

44
59

PAINTERS

+ Planning approvals + Subdivision
+ Masterplanning

Melbourne le andra Mans eld Mor ell

0419  006  014
nav blueplanning o au

ad in nav blueplanning o au

PLANNING SERVICES

ANDREW WOOD
0488 559 091

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, GAS FITTING, HOT WATER SERVICES, 
SEWER, SEPTIC, HEATING & EMERGENCY SERVICE

PLUMBERS

0357721205 | www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

Supplying bulk fuels to your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your needs
with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,

greases and solvents.

24
HRS

Ampol Alexandra

Ampol Eildon

Mansfield Diesel Stop
24

HRS

SERVICE STATIONS

• Commercial and residential block clearing

• Deadwood and weight reduction

• 24-hour emergency call outs

• Tree and stump removal

• Pruning and shaping

• 3.6 Tonne excavator

• Insurance works

• Storm damage

oval

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

Andrew Bates: 0488 990 393
Kate Hill: 0407 555 440

FULLY
INSURED

TREE SERVICES

TREE & STUMP REMOVALS
Servicing Murrindindi and Mansfield Shires

5778 9603     JASON     0413 671 066

Advanced 
TREE CARE

Servicing N.E. Victoria

Tree Removal Chipping Qualified 
Climbers & Arborists Fully Insured

Falling Mulching Stump Removal 
Tower Hire  Free Quotes

0449 810 683
(03) 5778 7479

Please call 
Michael on

MM00039

WATER BORING

0491 795 157
Delivering drinking water to

Alexandra & surrounding areas

NEEDWATER?
Delivering drinkinn

Alexandra & surrouu

WATER CARTAGE

Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

DEADLINE: 12 NOON THURSDAYS

5772 1002

Book your space 
in our trades 

directory today!

Like us on facebook
facebook.com/alexandranewspapers

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

MATH SQUARE

MAZE

CALL NOW!
5772 1002
or email us on
reception@
alexandranewspapers.com.au

having a celebration?

need
invitations?

Alexandra Newspapers
Phone 5772 1002
43 Grant Street Alexandra Vic. 3714
Email: reception
@alexandranewspapers.com.au

for all your

commercial
printing needs
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ClassifiedsClassifieds
Classi ed

in or a on
ce hours

Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm
Ph 5772 1002

 recep on ale andranewspapers com au

Deadline  oon onday
Proofs

ine ads proo s not supplied
Dis lay will only be supplied i  re uested

Pay ent
Payment is re uired at the me o  placing 
a classi ed adver sement  Cash or credit 

card acili es available  Master Card or Visa 
no AM  on payment prior to deadline 

may result in adver sement not appearing

Death no ces
Cannot be published without con rma on 

rom a direct amily member or uneral 
director

ehicles Deals on heels
Registra on number or V  number must be 
included in adver sement  eals on Wheels 

will run or  weeks unless cancelled

Bargains under 100
ither one item to the value o  100 or 

several items not totalling more than 100

Animals
t is an o ence to adver se the sale o  a 

dog or cat or to give away ree  unless the 
ource number and microchip iden ca on 
number o  each animal generated by the 
Pet change Register is included in the 

adver sement  

efunds or credits
Check your adver sement on its rst 

appearance  Although every care is taken 
to ensure your adver sement is correct 
errors can occur  o y us immediately 

i  there are errors in your adver sement  
Re unds or credits will not be issued i  

your adver sement has appeared more 
than once and you have not no ed us  

Credits or re unds will not be given i  
adver sements appear out o  order

Condi ons of adver sing
Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd has the right 

to re use any adver sement  Alexandra 
Newspapers Pty Ltd gives no guarantee or 

posi oning o  adver sements  

Co y right
Material published in this edi on is 

sub ect to copyright provisions and cannot
 be used without the company s 

permission
 Ale andra ewspapers Pty Ltd accepts 
no responsibility or the unauthorised 

republica on o  such material

T AD S AD T S  
D AD   

THURSDAY
The Alexandra Standard and The Yea Chronicle
are printed by orth ast Media  Wangara a

Print Post Approved  PP 100000292

Expressions of interest
Apprenticeship opportunity 

In Air Conditioning and Refrigeration.

Learn, develop skills and gain knowledge 
in all aspects of the Air Conditioning/
Refrigeration trade.

Skills you will need:

   workplace

Essential criteria:

   Resident

   essential

Expression of interest to Justin Kaiser 
at admin@northeastaircon.com.au

SITUATION VACANT

2022, EZYTRAIL Stirling GT MK3 forward 
fold camper trailer. As new, never used. 

DEALS ON WHEELS

Cluney, Rena
  24/03/1936 - 

22/11/2025
Loving wife 

to Michael. Loving 
mother to Karen 

and Wayne. 
Loving grandmother

to Hayley and  
Timothy.
Always in 
our hearts.

DEATH NOTICES

BETT, Malcolm
  08/06/1955 – 

30/11/2025
It is with great 

sadness that we 
announce the 

passing of 
Malcolm Bett on 

November 30, 2025.
Born on June 8 

1955, Malcolm was 
the beloved son 
of Jack and Ilma 

Bett, the cherished 
brother of Peter 
and Faye, and a 

treasured father to 
his daughter Adele.

Malcolm was a 
great friend to 

many and a valued 
member of the 

community. 
His kindness, 
humour, and 
generosity 

touched all who 
had the pleasure 

of knowing 
him. He will be 

remembered fondly 
and missed dearly.

CRAWLEY, 
Raymond George

30/11/1939-
03/12/2025
Raymond 

George Crawley 
of Northwood, 

Seymour passed 
away peacefully 

aged 86 on 
03/12/2025. 
Residing and 
working in the 

Seymour district for 
over 60 years Ray 

was well known 
throughout the 

regional community.
Much loved father 
and grandfather 
to Joanne, Travis 
and their families.

Funeral details 
to follow. 

McCARTHY, 
Anthony Thomas

  05/11/1929 - 
04/12/2025

Anthony passed 
away peacefully 
early morning 
of Thursday, 
4/12/2025 at 

Rosebank Aged 
Care, Yea. 

Treasured husband 
of Carmel (dec). 
Loved, respected 

and admired father 
of Anthony, Kieran, 
Angela, Dominic 
(dec), Matthew 

and Joseph. Loved 
father in law of 
Janice, Maurie, 

Pina, Helen (dec) 
and Kath. Grandad 
of Cathryn, Louise, 

Isabel, Kylah, 
Kaedan, Kelsey, 
Jessica, Clare, 
Daniel, Alannah 
and Tess. Great 
grandfather of 

Asher and Sidney.
Forever in our 

hearts and minds.
Funeral planned 

for Tuesday 
December 16, 

10.30 am,
Sacred Heart 
Church, Yea

FUNERAL 
NOTICES

BETT, Malcolm
  The funeral service 
to celebrate the life 
of Malcolm Bett will 
be held at the Yea 

Presbyterian 
Church in Station 

Street, Yea on 
Monday, December 

15 commencing 
at 11am.  

Following the 
service the funeral 

cortege will 
proceed to the 
Yea Cemetery.

Cluney, Rena
  The funeral 

service to 
celebrate the 

wonderful life of 
Rena Cluney will 

be held at the 
Murrindindi Chapel 

on Saturday 
December 13, 

2025 commencing 
at 11am. 

BARGAINS
UNDER $100

Rental and Sales
Alexandra

Treadmills, X- trainers, 
exercise bikes, rowers

and more.
PH:0407 231 377

FOR HIRE

ALEXANDRA, mowing 
round for sale. Over 30
years of servicing our local 
area. Enjoy the benefits of 
being your own boss.
Trailer and equipment
included to get you started.
Training available.
Call Luke, 0418 522 842.

FOR SALE

ISA BROWN LAYERS
- POL, $35 each. Phone 
5798 1868. Pick-up in 
Alexandra or Yea.
beckysfreerange@gmail.com

PETS & 
LIVESTOCK

Call 5772 1002 now to book your ad today!   Fax: 5772 1603 or Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

ALEXANDRA, 
three Bburago Ferraris, 
Excellent condition, 
one in original box. $99.
Ph 0412 212 764.

YARCK, 10” x 4.5” 
sediment and carbon block 
filters, $35/pair. 20” x 4.5” 
sediment and carbon block 
filters, $50/pair fits big 
blue canisters.
Ph 0414 718 812.

Like us on Facebook

CALL NOW!
5772 1002
or email us on
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

having a celebration?

need invitations?

Japanese 
encephalitis 
protection 

for 
surrounding 

shires
MORE Victorians will have protection 
from the Japanese encephalitis 
virus (JEV), with the Victorian 
Government delivering free vaccines 
to at-risk regional Victorians this 
mosquito season.

Minister for Health Mary-Anne 
Thomas encouraged Victorians to 
understand the risks of mosquito-
borne diseases and to take simple steps 
to protect themselves from mosquito 
bites while enjoying more time outside 
over the warmer summer months.

Through a $2.3 million investment, 
the vaccine is now available to people 
in 24 regional local government areas, 
primarily inland riverine regions, 
where there is a higher risk of exposure 
to the virus.

Most people with JEV infection do 
not have symptoms or have only mild 
symptoms such as a fever, headache, 
nausea, vomiting and muscle aches.

However, a small number, around 
one in every 250 people, can 
develop severe infection of the brain 
(encephalitis) or meningitis which can 
be fatal.

The free JEV vaccine is available 
for eligible people through GPs, 
Aboriginal health services, community 
pharmacies and some local councils.

Simple and practical steps that 
Victorians can undertake to reduce 
the risk of being bitten by mosquitoes, 
include wearing long, loose and light-
coloured clothing when outdoors, 
using mosquito repellents that contain 
active ingredients including Picaridin 
or DEET, spraying or rubbing repellent 
on children’s clothes is recommended 
while avoiding their skin, limiting 
time spent outdoors when mosquitoes 
are most active such as at dawn and 
dusk, removing stagnant water where 
mosquitoes can breed around the 
home or a campsite, and making sure 

netting or screens.
The Victorian Government’s 

mosquito surveillance program is 
helping track the presence of diseases 
in mosquitoes across Victoria, 
providing an early warning system to 
protect the public.

The surveillance program helps to 
monitor the presence of JEV, Murray 
Valley encephalitis virus, Ross River 
virus, Barmah Forest virus and 
West Nile virus, informing public 
health advice so local communities, 
holidaymakers and livestock managers 
can be aware of the risks.

More information is available at 
betterhealth.vic.gov.au/campaigns/
protect-yourself-mosquito-borne-
disease.

Minister for Health Mary-Anne 
Thomas said, ““Mosquitoes can carry 
serious diseases that pose a real risk to 
our health. As we head into the warmer 
months, we would urge all Victorians 
to take simple precautions to protect 
themselves and their families. We are 
again making the JEV vaccine available 
for those Victorians most at risk, 
keeping communities safe from this 
preventable mosquito-borne disease.”

Murrindindi Shire is not among 
the high risk local government areas 
for mosquito-borne diseases where 
residents are eligible for the Japanese 
encephalitis vaccine, however 
residents in neighbouring Mitchell, 

the LGAs eligible.
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Thinking of Christmas
by Heather Robb
WHEN we think of Christmas we think of 

balls and presents under the tree. We may 
rejoice in the chaos Christmas offers as we 
trawl shops and wander down decorated 
festive streets.

friends have what they want.
Then it’s about what you can afford. Will 

can also be a stress for many people.

does it. Its always about the next dollar they 

Christmas, those who cannot afford to spend 

of the Little Match Girl by Hans Christian 
Anderson at Christmas who lit her last match 
to keep warm.

you swallowed up by the frenetic activity, 

mentioned about the birth of Christ. It was 

you were, you would be expected to celebrate 
Christmas with everyone else. Peer pressure 

In the quiet spaces away from the Christmas 
activities we may stop and think about the star 

means to us. We may think about the story 
of the Christos and how it has impacted on 

While the early church was more focused 
on power over the masses and less on the 

Cayce once described the Old Testament as 
a metaphor for one life or one soul’s journey 

of elements which lie within us all as we 
think about those lessons we can relate to 

old stories are in us all.

Such a simple statement which holds such 

forest and people came to me for aid, food, 

remember how joyfully I lived life, I had little, 

medieval community where people supported 
each other and lived in peace. These dreams 

the Christmas spirit. I make all the Christmas 

old as I am, for they hold the memories of my 

all fun activities but even in these, I add my 

remember the story of Saint Nicholas who 

Yea hospital awards staff and 
manages another operating surplus

THE Y

where patients can be admitted without 
onsite medical practitioners.

particular note of the early childhood 
interventions, the mental health services 

recently celebrated 20 years), and the health 
services van via the Alexandra and District 

He also spoke about the community 

network has led to allied health placements 

Portables have also been purchased from 
Eastern Health, which will be place at the 

community service hubs.

lower than the optimal levels.

He said that they were surprised by the 

Health Service.
He expressed concern about the impact 

of work over the last couple of weeks. Two 

try to understand what we think the issues 

could in fact be achieved, and are intended 

services network.

of ADH and EH about that. We also continue 

considered by ADH board as an alternative 

of announcements are not made without a lot 

with EH is fairly well advanced, but we’ve 

community interest and the responses the 
community have made about their concern 

about the loss of the Alexandra board and 

He said to the audience that if there is 

communicated, to please let them know.

and locally-focused board and staff, and 
the exceptional outcome and innovation 

Health Network.

a show of hands for who appreciates that 
local support, local voice, local leadership 

and activities for residents and patients.
Honi Smith, Director of People and Culture 

The Star Award was presented by Andrea 
Steele. The award nominations are from staff 
and for staff. The individual award went to 

for her kindness, commitment, empathy, 
respect, dependability and honesty.

team for their commitment, innovation 
and proactivity.

The board award, presented by Ian 

of hotel services, for her consistency and 

I read these stories to our children.

of the birth of Christ and quietly celebrate 

the sky and when three wise men travelled 
to the sacred child while shepherds watched 
in wonder at the star in the sky.

I remember the beautiful Christmas stories 
we read as children, like The Littlest Angel, 
one I loved. Charles Tarzwell’s beautiful 

The 
Little Crooked Christmas Tree 

as I read it. Look for it, it’s a beautiful story. 

of shared love at Christmas time.
I love Christmas and I make it a time of joy 

department store here in Australia. I noticed 

I would look at people and smile at them 

Where I come from in the country, this is 
quite acceptable but the city is another place 

shop locally.

irritable shoppers, my heart went out to 

time in the city was limited, I was determined 
to enjoy this time. It was Christmas after all, 
one of my favourite times of the year.

Sue looked surprised and smiled back. I 
waited patiently while she put the purchase 

I thanked her warmly and left.
Somehow the polite friendliness made a 

difference in the way she served me and she 
became a human with a name and someone 
who used eye contact and smiled at her.

shoppers, it made me realise the importance 

circumstance. Even today when I am served 

If we believe in the reason why we celebrate 
Christmas, it’s important for me to make it a 
true time of contemplation and celebration. It 

you believe in the story of Christ’s birth or 

loved ones closer while we remember how 
important they are to us.

If you think more of Santa Klaus and 
less of Christ’s birth, remember that Saint 
Nicholas, our first Santa, collected and 

celebrate Christmas. So however you look 

to make it a chaotic frustrated time, or we can 
choose to take time to love this time of year 
and open our hearts to its truth.

I start Christmas early. I know I am old 
fashioned but I still send Christmas letters 
and cards to family and friends every year. It 

make all my own cards then I write a letter 
and post them close to Christmas. Of course 

but it doesn’t matter to me. It’s my way of 

were off. We lived on a farm surrounded 
by open paddocks. There was no one else 

have ever heard. Had the wind carried the 

are open wider to heaven for the music to 

with me. Every year after that, I would stand 
under the stars and open my heart wide to 

baby and the potential of his birth. All leaves 
me with wonder and awareness of why we 
celebrate Christmas.

under the stars on Christmas eve, and with 

celebrate Christ’s birth. Think about what 
that means to you and make Christmas even 
more special. Take a deep breath, pause and 
be. Open your heart and be with these blessed 

for a time, wrap yourself in the peace it can 
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A joyous finale to 
the 2025 Eildon 
potluck season

WHAT a wonderful way to close out 
the year. With nearly 40 friends and 
neighbours gathered, the hall was alive 
with festive cheer. Familiar Christmas 
tunes floated through the air, tables 
glowed with seasonal decorations, and 
anticipation built as the evening unfolded.

A delicious baked ham, alongside 
an array of traditional specialties, 
set the stage for a feast to remember. 

Conversations bubbled, laughter rang 
out, and the atmosphere was nothing 
short of magical.

Since beginning as a trial in May, the 
Eildon potluck dinners have quickly 
become a cherished tradition, and 
they’re here to stay. Eildon Event’s 
heartfelt thanks go to the Eildon 
Bowling Club for their generous 
support, and to the tireless volunteers 

whose efforts make these gatherings 
possible. Most of all, thank you to the 
community for embracing this event 
with such enthusiasm.

As they look ahead to the new year, 
they’re excited for many more evenings 

and plenty of laughter. Truly, there is 
no better medicine.

Attendees had time to chat and share a drink and a laugh. -S

A small part of the food available at the Eildon potluck dinner. -S 

Members of the community having a chat at the Christmas-
themed tables. -S

Plenty of people attend the potluck dinners in Eildon. -S

Celebrations at U3A Murrindindi East
IT’S been a year full of many 
new activities and special 
events at U3A Murrindindi 
East with the introduction 
of Pickleball at Alexandra 

and Thornton and the 
continuation of others classes, 
and who could possibly forget 
the Seniors Week ‘Wedding 
of the Year’ in October 

celebrating all that’s best 
about being a senior member 
in this wonderful community.

The Singing for Pleasure 
Group entertained residents 
at Kellock Lodge last 
Thursday with Christmas 
carols and are going to 
Darlingford in Eildon on 
Friday, December 12.

The two enrolment days 
in Alexandra and Marysville 
were successful and members 
are reminded that they can 
re-enrol on line through the 
website murrindindieastu3a.
org.au

Finally, last Friday 76 
members came together at 
the Rubicon Hotel to enjoy 
a delicious Christmas lunch 
and to catch up with friends. Singing for Pleasure group at Kellock Lodge. -SEnrolment day in Alexandra with David and Sandra. -S

Christmas lunch at The Rubicon Hotel. -SMembers enjoying Christmas lunch. -S
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CFA calls for community 
volunteers to monitor grasslands
CFA is encouraging Victorians to become 
‘citizen scientists’ and help strengthen critical 

Grassland curing is the annual drying out 
of grass and the drier the grass becomes, the 

The ground observations are combined with 

CFA Remote Sensing Analyst Dr Danielle 
Wright said boosting the number of trained 

“There are still a few areas of the state 
including the north-east, north-west and south-
west parts of the state where we would really 

“In regions where on-ground observations 
are not occurring, we are solely relying on 

“The satellite model is extremely useful, 

“It can overestimate and underestimate 

“After rain new green shoots might appear, 

The satellite sees green and assumes the area 

is actually happening on the ground and 

John Taubman has been a ‘citizen 
scientist’ for nine years and said the role 
is a great way to serve the community 

“Being a grassland observer really sharpens 
your awareness of how the environment 

“You learn to read the landscape, from 

You don’t always need instruments to 

The more data points we have on the map, 

Danielle said becoming a grassland 
observer is a simple yet highly valuable way 

“Everyone is welcome to participate, not 

support CFA without needing to be on the 

With summer approaching, regular 
grassland observations are more important 

For more information, visit cfa.vic.gov.
au/grass or email grassland@cfa.vic.gov.au 

Get Fire Ready drives 
increase in CFA recruitment

ALMOST 500 Victorians put their hands 
up to join CFA between October 3 and 29 

increase in the number of new applicants 

message of Get Fire Ready, which wrapped 

“Get Fire Ready was all about informing 

encouraging people to prepare early and 

“To also see so many people wanting to 

shows the strong sense of volunteerism that 

“The more people who step up, the 
stronger CFA becomes, which can only 

Of the 499 new applicants, 61 per cent 
were men and 36 per cent were women, 

around 66 per cent of applicants want 

Younger Victorians led the way, with 
around 38 per cent aged between 18 and 34 

Jason said it was encouraging to see 
people of all ages signing up, but particularly 
the number of younger Victorians showing 

“It’s great to see so many young people 

perspectives that help strengthen CFA for 

More than 530 CFA brigades across 
Victoria hosted Get Fire Ready events 

To learn more about volunteering with 
CFA visit cfa.vic.gov.au/volunteers

still order a Get Fire Ready information 

Concerns over VFA-
GMA merger

VICTORIAN recreational hunters and 
anglers must not suffer a reduction in 
services as the Victorian Government 
presses ahead with their proposed 
Victorian Fisheries Authority (VFA) 
and Game Management Authority 
(GMA) merger, Melina Bath, Shadow 
Minister for Outdoor Recreation with the 

of the merger, there remains deep concern 

communities about whether the new 
model can deliver on its promises without 
compromising frontline compliance, 

Ms Bath commented that the merger 
may have merit on paper, but the 

“There must be a strong focus on 
training and education so compliance can 

protect the long-term sustainability of 

“A single compliance authority has 

New Zealand, where fish and game 

properly supported and resourced 

“The proof is yet to be seen in 

Labor Government slashed the Victorian 
Fisheries Authority’s budget by 44 per 

fisheries officers and significantly 

Ms Bath also pointed to the ongoing 

as further evidence of the government’s 

supporting the GMA and the broader 

“For this merger to succeed, the Allan 
Labor Government must guarantee 
no loss of compliance capacity, no 
reduction in regional service delivery, 
and comprehensive cross-training for all 

“The Liberal and Nationals strongly 

Enjoying the outdoors is part of our 
culture, vital for mental health and a 

systems that protect these traditions and 

Making it 
easier to give 
the gift of life

easier for Victorians to register as organ and 

Thomas tabled the government’s response to 
the 
the number of registered organ and tissue 
donors, outlining support for the report’s 41 

The response outlines support for 17 of 
the Inquiry’s recommendations in full, with 
a further 24 supported either in principle 
or in part to boost Victoria’s registered 

action to expand donor registration pathways 
including updating Victoria’s driver licence 
system to prompt and direct people to sign 

be added across several Service Victoria 
cards, including for those applying for a 

in addition to the recent launch of a dedicated 
information page on the Service Victoria 
app and website to connect users directly to 

The government will also boost community 
awareness in areas where there are low donor 
rates and support specialist staff to facilitate 
compassionate and culturally appropriate 

In Victoria, the number of deceased organ 
donors, and lives saved, was the highest in 

of Victorians and their families and the 
dedication of specialist staff who facilitate 
compassionate conversations to save and 

However, in the past three years, the 
proportion of Victorians registered as donors 
has decreased, with the state’s registration 
rate on the Australian Organ Donor Registry 
now lower than the national average, 

The government’s response is part of 

transplantation outcomes, which includes the 

Minister for Health Mary-Anne Thomas 
said, “Organ donation gives Victorians a 

“Victoria has long been a leader in organ 
donation, saving and improving the lives 

Victorians can sign up to become an organ 
and tissue donor by visiting donatelife.gov.

Reduction 
in RDV grant 

funding
THE Victorian Government’s Regional 
Development Victoria (RDV) annual report 
has revealed grants have been cut by $15 
million, or 11 per cent, compared to the 

Four years ago, RDV had a total grants pool 
of $370 million to support development in the 

The Opposition said that at RDV, regional 
Victorians are paying more for public 
servants, but getting less in return in 

Leader of The Nationals and Shadow 
Minister for Regional Development and 
Liveability, Danny O’Brien, said “The great 

“It is impossible to justify a 70 per cent cut 
in grants for regional development across the 

“These grants are so important in 
supporting jobs, infrastructure and helping 

grants and programs, why is it spending more 

The Victorian Government was contacted 

Beyond 
Blue is here 
for you this 

holiday 
season

THE festive season can be a joyous 

school and spend time with family and 

Yet for others, this time of year can be 

strain relationships, and heighten feelings 

intensify isolation, particularly for those 
separated from family or grieving the loss 

So, as we head into the holiday 

that regardless of what they’re dealing 

The Beyond Blue Support Service is 

You can call 1300 224 636 or chat 
online at 

But when you contact Beyond 

you where you’re at and guide you towards 

who has donated to Beyond Blue this 

allow them to always be there when people 
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Managing blackberries in our local area
BLACKBERRY is an infestation that has 
serious environmental threats associated with 
its spread. It serves as food and shelter for 
pest species, eliminates other vegetation by 

September through to April is a good time 
to manage infestations of blackberry on your 
property, when considering the life cycle of 
the plant, but November is potentially best.

January, seeds in November and January 
through to April, germinates from September 
to December, and has new growth virtually 
year-round, except for May, June and July.

Therefore, treating blackberry at this time 

and germination, and has the added bonus 

season begins.
Upper Goulburn Landcare Network 

is currently working with members to 
manage blackberry infestation around 
Murrindindi Shire.

There are numerous different ways 
of managing blackberry bushes on your 
property, such as livestock, digging them 
out, or using chemicals.

Goats are a good way of getting rid of 
them, as they consume the blackberry 
leaves and green canes and crush blackberry 
seeds, preventing them from spreading the 
infestation. Their prehensile tongues, which 
can act like a limb and grasp the blackberry 

stalks, makes them particularly suited to this 
sort of weed control.

Mechanical or manual digging is another 
non-chemical option for removing blackberry 
plants. The idea here is to dig up the roots, 
which both removes the initial bush and 
prevents another one growing back in its place. 

The most common way of dealing with 
larger infestations is using chemicals. 
Metsulphuron-methyl and triclopyr ester 
are the most popular chemicals used for this 
purpose, and a combination of glyphosate 
mixed with bowsaw herbicide.

Ideally you should spray only in the pre-

It’s a good time of year to start managing blackberries. -David Hawgood

Three singles 
championships in a row 

for Lauren Gilchrist
by Marie Evans
CLUB games are providing some excellent 
bowling and competitive matches. Alexandra 
Bowls Club women’s singles final was 
completed last Friday and Lauren Gilchrist 

to 17 after 20 ends but Lauren won the next 

The game took 25 ends before Lauren 
clinched the win. It is three singles 
championships in a row for Lauren. A great 
effort. She will now go on to the GV Playing 
area Champion of Champions to be played 

Several matches have been completed 
in the men’s singles. Ian Harper defeated 

Nicklos in a close game. Ken Argent defeated 
Graeme Matthews in a game that lasted 27 
ends. All winners now go through to the 
next round.

In other games Roselyn Livy won through 
to the next round of the President’s Handicap 
when she defeated Peter Collyer. Ian Harper 
will contest the State Singles at East 
Shepparton on Sunday, December 14 and 
the club wish him good bowling

Meanwhile Pennant continued to produce 
challenges for all Alexandra sides. Midweek 
pennant travelled to Violet Town and were 
defeated across all rinks. Saturday Division 
Three pennant was a wash-out and the points 
were shared with Eildon. Division Five 
travelled to Euroa and despite winning two 
out of the three rinks they lost the overall.

Midweek was unable to back up their win 
from the previous week. They lost the overall 
to Violet Town 40 to 79. Tim Langmead 
(Skip), Ken Argent, Craig Parkinson and 
Denice Chisholm led seven to six on end 11 

They lost the game 10 to 22.
Doug Cooper (Skip) Malcolm Gill, Pauline 

Gilmore and Peter Collyer won nine ends and 

Alexandra play Merrigum at home in the 
next round. Merrigum are currently in fourth 

only time the clubs meet as there are 10 sides 

Division Five played away to Euroa and 
the best winning rink was Mark Stone (Skip), 
Denice Chisholm, Craig Parkinson and Rob 
Roach. They won 14 ends out of 21. They 
trailed Euroa eight to seven on end seven but 

was 15 all on end 15 but Alexandra won four 

Malcolm Gill (Skip), Steve Kirby, Warren 
Nelson and Anne Gunton began well and led 
their opposition nine to two on end seven and 
12 to four on end 10. Euroa won the next four 
ends to trail 11 to 12. It was 15 all on end 19 

15 up on end 20. Euroa won two shots on the 

was a highly competitive game.

Women’s singles champion Lauren Gilchrist 

Merton 
cricketers 

beat Delatite 
in wet 

weather
LOCAL cricketing rivals Merton and 
Delatite played their local derby at 

Saturday under threatening skies. The 
match start was delayed by 40 minutes 
due to rain with Merton winning the 
toss and inviting the home side to bat. 

sides this season demolished the home 
side bowling Delatite out for 27 in 
the 17th over, Murray Sutton taking 

limited any scoring opportunities on a 
lively turf wicket. 

scoring with nine while six of his 
teamates failed to trouble the scorers. 
Merton’s innings lasted four overs 
with the loss of one wicket with Joel 

four not out seeing their side to an easy 
victory. Sam Corden the wicket taker 
for Delatite. 

next Saturday at the Merton Cricket 
Ground (MCG) while Delatite make 
the long road trip to face the in form 
Rutherglen. 

Ray Mathieson (Skip), Pauline Gilmore, 
Marty Manning and Peter Collyer trailed one 
to 10 on end six. Euroa increased that lead to 
be 17 to three on end 10. Alexandra lost 14 to 

next round.  Given there are 11 sides in this 
division this will be the only time these sides 
meet. It is the last round before the Christmas 
break with play resuming January 17.

Division Three play away to East next 
round. It was a drawn game when the teams 

the ladder. This is the last game before the 
Christmas break. Play resumes January 17.

Congratulations to the organisers of the 
Christmas lunch it was a great success. 

to minimise the risk to insects and birds 
and reduce seed production. None of the 
chemicals should be sprayed directly into, or 
by drift, into waterways, as they can affect 
the local environment.

If you choose to hire someone to conduct 
chemical spraying on your property, check 
whether the contractor holds a commercial 
operators license and an agricultural chemical 
user permit (ACUP).

Technological development in the last four 

to use drones for blackberry spraying.
The Upper Goulburn Landcare Network 

has two Blackberry Action Groups 
(BAG), focused on managing the spread 

awareness programs, supported by the 
Victorian Blackberry Taskforce.

The Pheasant Creek BAG is in the Kinglake 
Ranges, and covers Kinglake, Kinglake West 
and Pheasant Creek, while the Triangle BAG 
covers Rubicon, Acheron, Taggerty, Buxton, 
Marysville and Narbethong.

The Blackberry Action Groups are working 
together with landowners in these areas to 
reduce the impact of blackberries in the 
region, with practical on ground solutions, 
education and community engagement.

conducting free assessments for landowners 
to map and assess the extent of blackberry 
infestations on their property. With the 

have the opportunity of developing a three-
year management plan that will assist them 
to plan the control and management of 
blackberry infestations on their property.

technical advice and information on the 
control of blackberries and other assistance 
such as Landcare herbicide rebates, equipment 
hire and other incentives.

To get in touch with the Upper Goulburn 
Landcare Network and see how you can 
work with them to manage the spread of 
blackberries, visit ugln.net/contact
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Lightning and golf clubs don’t 
mix: Alexandra Golf Club

by Dave Silverman

THE week got off to a good start at Alexandra 
Golf Club, with 12 players entering last 
Tuesday’s stableford round. Russell Haack 
was the winner with 37 points, and second 
went to Russell Purcell, also on 37. 

Bill Wind came in third on 35, and the only 
nearest the pin to be claimed went to John 
Greatorex with his second shot on 17. Lennie 
Jenkins, Perrin Gooding and Gretto all picked 
up vouchers in the rundown.

Last Wednesday was stroke round 
for the ladies, as it was their Medal of 
Medalists’ round.

The best score of the day was that of Ruth 
Worland, whose 91 net 73 gave her the win by 

one stroke from Judy Pearson, with Marion 
Williamson a further stroke back in third.

Judy also claimed the nearest the pin on 

Most importantly of all, though, was the 
fact that Barb Doyle’s 94 net 76 was enough 
to see her win the Medal over all the other 
Monthly Medal winners, as well as having 
the best nine-hole score of 38 on the back. 

Last Saturday was scheduled to be the 
men’s Medal of Medalist’s decider, and 21 
players teed off, having the start delayed 
somewhat. Sadly, play was abandoned soon 
thereafter, as, in the immortal words of Shane 
McGorlick, “lightning and golf clubs don’t 
mix”. Shrewd call, young Shane.

At this stage, the Medal of Medalists will 
be played next Saturday, December 13.

Four ball best ball 
at Eildon Golf Club

by Puttamatic

SATURDAY, November 29 saw a four ball 
best ball stableford competition at Eildon 
Golf Club, kindly sponsored by Anchorage 
Houseboats of Eildon. Forty-eight players 
enjoyed a great day with plenty of prizes and 

was supplied, and beef and onion roll after 

Winners for the day for nearest the pins 

Burgmann, 11th Dave Stirling, 12th Alan 
Mackwell and 14th Riley McDonald.

Team winners with a score of 45 points 
were Shane Berrands and Brody Gourlay. 
Second on a countback were Grant Walters 
and Kerry Power from Mick and Sandi 
McLear on 42 points. On a countback for 

Wall and Ray Gourlay and Lyn Burgmann 
with 41 points.

There were many prizes won on the 

a great day all very kindly donated by Phil 
and Amanda Gourlay. The Eildon Golf Club 
appreciates the work that these two put in 
for this day to happen.

December monthly medal at Marysville Golf Club
by Lesley Rundle
LAST Saturday the December monthly 
medal round at Marysville Golf Club brought 
dogged competition between the small but 
hardy players in both the men’s and women’s 

weather that swept through the course.
The men’s winner was Steve Coker (18) 

with a nett 73 with a steady performance on 
a day when conditions tested every part of 

Kaempkes (13) and Brian Worcester (19) share 

ladies winner was Gail Leigh (13) with a nett 
76, navigating the challenging conditions with 
consistency and composure.

Persistent thunder and lightning forced 
many players to retire early for safety. Those 
who continued played through heavy rain and 

tired, and admirably determined.
Members are reminded that the annual 

Medal of Medallists’ competition will take 
place next week. This event recognises the 

outstanding performers across the year’s 
medal rounds.

In upcoming events, members are reminded 
that there will be a working bee at the club on 
Tuesday, December 9. The annual Presentation 
Day will be held on Saturday, December 20, 
with a shotgun start for a novelty game of 
golf starting at 8.30am, followed by lunch 
and presentation of the 2025 trophies. 

Members, family and friends are 
encouraged to attend this celebration of the 

to provide their RSVPs to Heather Jenkins 
at heatherjenkins2008@hotmail.com by no 
later than December 13.

Members would like to extend their 
condolences to the family and friends of 
Harry Whiteley. They were saddened to hear 
of the death of Harry who was a stalwart 
of the club and a major contributor to the 
development of the back nine holes. He 
and his wife Pat were great supporters of 
the Buxton and Marysville communities. 
Sympathies to Pat and the Whiteley family 
on the loss of Harry.

Gail Leigh, Margaret Blair and Sabrina Stow braving the wet conditions. -S


